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For many centuries the 26th
December has been observed as
Christmas. It is supposed to com-
memorate the day of the birth of
Jesus Christ. At firsty the day was
observed only by Christian people,
in touch with the early church. It
ialer grew imto . favor with other
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recognised as a universal Christmas
festival. To-day it is celebrated
throughout the world, Iin pagan
lands as well ag in Christian lands,

holiday than any other day observed
by mankind. 'There is a spirit and
an aimosphere about the day that
Is contagious. While vast multitudes
of people may observe the day with-
.out any serlons thought as to what
Hes back of it, there are still great
multitudes t60 whom It has sigui-
ficancg because it marks the day of
the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the
Gift of God to & lost world.

We may not thing much of what
lies back of the gifts which pass
among us, but every one of them is
related to the “Unspeskable Gift,”
which sprang from the love of God.
It God had not so loved the world
as to give His only begotten Bon,
there would be no
no Christmas gifts. Every token of
love that passes from one person to
another is but a reflection of that
great love that expressed Itself in
the l‘lgt of God. The angels which
came over Bethlehem's fleld and the
shepherds who gathered in the hum-
i ble manger in Bethlehem have had
thelir songs reechoad and We
gifts duplicated In all ages since.
God’s gift was an interpretatiom of
the universal heart of mankind, and
throughout the centuries that heart
has  responded In fits innumerable
gifts at Yuletids, ~ i

It will be well for us as individu-
als if we recognize the source from
which our Christmas cheer has
sprung. While we thank-the loved
oned from whom Wwe have réceived
Christmas gifts, let us not forget to
thank the Heavenly TFather from
whom has come the Gift that has
been the inspiration of all gifts. It
was & wise man of old who spoke
of God as one “In whom we live and
move and have our belng.” There
is cause for dally gratitude to the
author of our being, who showers
upon us daily blessings and who
ministers unto us in countless ways
for our comfort and omur joy. But
it i1s when we template what
God has done for our salvation,
what He has wrought for our re-
demption, what He has given for our
enrichment in spiritual “‘well-being,
that there is awakened in ug a deep
and true thankfulness. When peo-
ple think of their Christmas ohliga-
tions &s duties they find them hard
of fulfilment, but when they think
of them as a returm of gratitude to
God for His *Unspeakable Gift,"”
they become a pleasure. It will be
well for us in the midst of our

reflect upon the supreme Gift, for
it is out of the realization of what
it means that there will come not on-
ly gratitude to God, but that inspi-
retion to obedlence in which we
shall find life everlasing. Thanks
be to God for His unspeakable gift.

IMPERIAL PREFHEHRENCES.

During the peried which has
elapsed sinece the general election
in Britain found the Baldwin minis-
try defeated and discredited, the
chief subject of comment, outside of
the problem of how the government
of the country was to be earried on,
bas been the status of the agree-
ments made at the Imperial Confer.
ence, between the representativea of
the British government and the Do-
Many of the Bri-
(tiah mnewspapers have openly de-
clared that these agreememtis cannot
be earried out now that the govern-
ment which made them has been de-
feated, and these same newspapers
base this statement on the assertion

Issues in the election eampaign, and
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| It comes nearer to being a universal '

Christmas and |
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which made these agreements has
been defeated should not be made
an excusa for refusing to honour |
them. The government which was :
in power in 1914 was not the gov-
ernment which brought the Entente
Cordiale into existence, nor was it |
the government which signed the
agreement guaranteelng the nﬁr:-
HiF or Belgto T T there el e
hesitation in carrying out these

Jagreements. It would have been to
the everlasting disgrace of Great |
Britain had she failed to honour
them. The same prineiple is at |
stake in the question of the Imperial |
preferences, and the people of the
Dominions will have thelr faith in
the mother country and its govern-
mentis rudely shaken should they
be thrown overboard simply because
the government which made them s
no longer ia power. The principle
of continuity of government is at
stake, and the Liberal and Labour
parties of Britain should step warily
I:_mturu breaking it.

WHERE ARE SOOFFERS NOW?

With little -ceremony and little
more.comment, the world a few days
ago remembered the twentieth anni-
versary of the inveantion of the aero-
plane as heavier-than-air fiying ma-
chine. Only twenty short years ago
two dreamers (7), the Wright
brothers, bullt a machine
would fly. Theirs wag the gtupendous
i achievement and a success and ser-
vice which cannot be over-shadowed
by any improvement or perfection
asince or hereafter attalned. The
"Wright brothers were the originals,
and thelr successors are only imita-
tors. It is easy to Improve upon an.
other's fundamental invention or dis-
covery.

Befere the Wrights demonstrated |
that it “could be done,” and nurﬂv-’;
ed the demonstration, the world was
full of scoffers. The twentleth an-|
niversary of that demopstration finds |
the practicability of the aereplane in !
almost universal aceeptation and the |
aeroplans itself in wide and wvaried
use., The Inventor is traditionally
twenty Years ahead of his time, and |
the inventors of the aeroplane were
no exception to the tradition. But
who can tell but what that scoffing
twenty years ago was mutual? It
has ever been that the scoffers have
been held in profound contempt by
the scoffed-at, and the case of the
aeroplane was probably no excep-
tion. It {s dangerous to one's self-
respect to ridicule the inventor or
inventions in the making. Too often
it has been demonstrated by men
that whatever he ean create in mind
or imagination he can create in re-
ality. .

Civilisation is indebted to the
Wright brothers and {s repaying that
debt by accepting the aeroplane as,
a blessing to mankind.
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The other day a judge sentenced a
man to attend church every Bunday
for a year. His honor did not specify
that the man should attend the ser-
vices of any particular church. He
did not sentence him to be an In-
dividual unit of the congregation In
8t. Mary's, the Virgin, or the Main
Street Presbyterian, or the First Unl-
tarian, or the Church of Christ,
Belentist, or a Quaker Meeting
House, or an Adventlst, or a True
Seed In the Bpirit, or any other of
the 302 officially recognised kinds of
churches in North Ameriea.

For fifty-two consecutive Sundays
the man must attend chureh or saf-
fer tha consequences, Which will be
inecarceration in the county jail. It
the man goes to the house of wor-
ghip of a different sect each Sunday,
he will visit but a sixth of all the
kinds on the offieial lists. There will
still ba 250 kinde of c¢hurch that
have had no chanee to welcome him.
afford each church opportunity
te guide his footsteps along life's
pathway, it would be necessary for
him to attend six services each
Lord’s Day, the fifty-first
and the fAfty In fifty weeks
he could make Sunday visits to three
hundred different kinds of houses of
worship, and on the remaining Sun-
days he could complete the list by
one attendance each.

which |

{ ple once a week, and atL & time when

| eritics, and some have expressed

| come to them. *“The chu

but he must live out the year ac-
cording to instructions.

It will not do for him to try to
substitute attendance at a lodge
meeting. The Bemevolent Order of
Inside Tube Repairers is an aggre-
gation of good eitizens, but is not re-
liglous. The men assemble for other
purposes than worship. They have
not even a chaplain. No, lodges will |
nat An norwil] sacved ponssrts h&m?
aver edifying they may be. The men
must go to churéh.

What is a church? Is it the bulld.
ing? Would the man be acting ac- |
cording to the orders of the court If |
he went into the chureh early in the |
morning before anyone elee arrived, |
and sat thers alone for an hour?
No, the judge said “attend.”” Merely
sitting In an empty church, a church
where service is not going on, does
not meet the {implications of the
word “attend,” which means be
there in time for the opening and
remain until the close. Merely golng |
into & church building and occupying
a seat Is not attending. |

Moreover, Is the bullding itself the |
chureh? Some will reply that the
peaple are the church, not the build-
ing. They say that the people could
come together for worship In the
open fields it they chose, and that so
assoclated together for a religlons'
purpose they are a church, though |
there may be nothing over them but :
the sky, nor anything round about
them but the atmosphere. Probably
his honor would be satisfied if the
man attached himselt to such a
group. :

Yot some will say that a group of
individual men and women, be they
never so plous, cannot by itself be a
church, because as they see ii, a |
chureh cannot exist without author-
ity. Without authority there is no
such entity as a church, Authority
comes from long ago. It is thousands
of vears old. It is a matter of his-
tory and dates from the foundation.
There must be a continuous line |
leading back to this foundation.
There must not be a single break.
The genealogy must be complete and |
the evidence must bt conclusive. .

A good many, perhaps two hun-
dred, church congregations, all dif-
ferent, declare for authority of this
gsort, and each of them claims to have
it. Probably all of them have It,
though none of them admits that any
of the others has it. Each declares
that one hundred and ninety-nine
are wrong. But the accusation does
pot hinder any of these in the work
of a regular authoritatively estab-
lished chureh. Each carrtes on its
work.

The 102 other arganizatioms claim
not 80 much historical suthority as
the suthority of inspiration. They
do not worry about their :une—il
ologles, They are concerned with |
their special messages. They bear |
these messages to mankind for thﬂi
healing of the nations. All the na-
tions need do is listen and then heed.

Mow the judge who sentenced the
man to attend church displayed mo
Interest in the comtroversies as to
what constitutes authority, or even
as to whether suthority is essential.
He wished to ] the man to
change hlé hdbits, to treat his wife
and the childrem decently, and de-
cided that a course of church golng
would help. 1t would at least insure

the man of meeting respectable peo.

they are o nthreir bast behavior.
This weekly contact should be bene-
ficial: It should have a tonic effect.
His honor's viewpoint s different
to that of those who criticize the
church as'an outworn institution,
and say that regular attendance
bores a thinking man. These critics
would have those who listen to them
believe that thought as it finds ex-
pression In pulpits s chained to days
that have passed forever, that there
pulpit thoughts attached to an an-
clent era, as they are, are not vital
to-day, and have no bearing on the
problems of life as men NOW 888

them.
Men are keen to kpnow how to

grapple with the perplexities of to-
day; how to solve to-day's problems

that are immediately at hand. They
wish to make this world better now,

This for themt means hard and con-
tinuons work, and the full use of all

the intelligence they can command.
All their thoughts are concentrating
on the work right at hand. “One

rid at a time™ ig their motto,
#“We'll see about another, when we
are In another, but we are not in an- |

other yet.”

e el

"l"l|lll - has reached the ears
;' criticism |

of some who may be the m;:: rul-_
ers in congregations, and ave
sought to meet it. Each that has list.

ened has met It in _
have sald “Thank you!"

ﬂliﬂl‘ﬂl ﬁ[hﬁ“’. Bome have
decided that churches should go to
the people, and others have declared
and Insisted that the - must
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BIBBY’S

Overcoat Sale!

L

Twenty-five
Ulsters.
42. At

LY

nobby
Sizes 34 to

ias

OVERCOAT
SPECIAL

No. 2.

Thirty-five, dandy, mnice, all-
wool, hand-taflored Ulsters, in
newest models—a real beauty

For $25.00

| mmamremi s SSTTR I

NECKWEAR
SPECIAL

New Knitted Ties —

neat designs.

50c. each

DENTS’
ENGLISH

GLOVES
75¢. to $5.00

OUR SPECIAL
“$18.00 SUITS

Sizes 34 to 44. Smart look-
ing Tweed Suits; nice patterss.
50 Buits to go at

$18.00

OUR $25.00
SUIT SPECIAL

Sizes 84 to 46. Fancy Wor-
steds,. Plain and Fancy Che-
viots and Tweeds—all this sea
son's make. 75 Suits to go at

- $25.00

NECKWEAR
SPECIAL

Genuine Silk Ties—well
¢h colorings— neat

patterns. Regular $2.00 anu
$2.50 values.

SPECIAL TO-NIGHT

$1.50 each

g

Stanfield Pure Wool
Unshrinkable
Underwear

WISHING YOU A

OUR _SHIRT

SPECIALS

50 dozem Men's Fine Shirts
—Lang Tooke and Arrow make
— mew Stripes and Checks —
sizes 14 to 17—io go at

195 |

L]
1
—

SHIRTS

—all now panel stripes, pemeil
stripes, oto. Some with sep-
erate, soft collare. Gisew 14
to 17 3%

SHIRTS

Rilk finish, new patterns.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

are stand-pat churches nd churches
that are go-getters. e go-getting
churches have made the church a
gocial centre, much like a olub or &
wy » They continue the religious
gervices with the usual regularity,
but the sermons bear on the prob-
lems bf to-day, those that require

solution now.
TIilustrations for the dlscourse are

from the life people now live, rather
than from pastoral times, for the
worker in an industrial plant is little |
Interested in flocks and herds. And
tHs building itself is arranged to ap.
peal. It is even well-ventilated. The
musle is of the sort the average per-
gon ean join Iin mentally with re-
freshment, and the hymns have glory

in them.

~ Besides this, the young people find
a social life that affords -outlet for
thelr energies and desires. There
are halls - for dancing, swimming
pools, a stage for theatricals, pool
and billiard tables, gymanasiums, ten-

nis courts. running tracks and even.

golf ecourses. Therse are classes In
boxing and wrestling for men. In
swimming for both men and women;
motor clube; boy scouts; campfire
girls; a Hbrary with the latest books
on evolution; and the standard
novels. There are hikes and summer
camps, and tours. A considerable
change from the old idea, but those

who support it with their dellars do
not begrudge the cost.
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259% Discount
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Special home-made quality.

Special !ce
LACKIE'S

302 KING STREET - "

to Loan

We have pr}vntn
funds to loan on |

 POWDER
' COMPACTS

FRENCH IVORY

All French Ivory on
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Cream, Frozen Puddings and
Marron Pudding. i

BAKERY

i TELEPHONE 141.
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