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' The Boys' and Girls Own Page

'SPORTS, STORIES, GAMES, PUZZLES, HANDICRAFT, SCIENCE, ADVENTURE, JOKES, CARTOONS
A STRANGE CHRISTMAS TRADE ' ’

THE STORY 50 FAR: Warren Knowlel,
making an auts trip ts spend Christmas
with his uncle, was

gets me ., . i I'll tell you later,

Wait bere”

He slipped out of the room the
way he had come. Warren hurried
into his clothes, locked his bag, and
wailed nervously. He heard foot-

- Steps down the hall and jumped

ch inta hla .th ]
., and saw tra bes
coming In the window. ATl

Budge slipped noifelessly into the
room, while Warren looked “on,
wondering how he could have en-
tered from the outside.. The first
words Budge said explained that.
“Don't look so startled,” he grinned,
and then went on in.a whisper, 1
pulled myself up to the eaves out
of my window and then slipped
down to your window."

“But I don't see how—-"

“Oh, it ain’t s0o hard. I'm used
to climbing around. But I sneaked
in to tell you you'd better go. Beat
it, see? The old man's suspicious
of you and I don’t know what he's
likely to do. It's stopped snowing.

Didn't gnow go very much, after all
and I'll bet you could make it, all
right And that dog of yours is
making him nervous, too. He might
try You'd better go, honest.”

“But why—"

“Don't ask no questions.”
boy's lips drew together.

“You're afraid of him, aren’t you?
Is he really your uncke? You don't
look a bit alike.”

“No; he ain't, but he takes care of
me. -He's all 1 got.”

“Say,” exclaimed Warren ex-
citedly, “you come with me. I can
El‘. you a better unchke than him.

hy, my Uncle Burt is just crazy
about boys, and he was saying he'd
like to have a nice boy on his big
farm and—"

“You mean that? the boy's eyes
shcne.  “I'd ﬂe most anything to
get away belore . . . e- it

The

back under the covers, but the heavy
tread went on past.

Then there was a light tap at the
window. Warren hopped out of
bed. Budge clung there*with-a
bundle under his arm. “I'll'let my-
self down and get your flivver start-
ed,” he announced. ' "I can run 'em.
Your go on out by the back door and
get your dog on the way. He's in
his room now--the old man, I
mean.

Warren took his bag and tiptoed
down the hall. He felt his way
down the stairs, through the parlor,
faintly lit by the dying coals in the
little stove, and out into the narrow
passageway which led to the kitchen.
He stopped to strike a match, for
there wasn't a single glimmer of
light, and he was sure he heard
some one moving softly nearby.

By the flicker of light he saw
there was an oaken door opening
oft the side of the passage. He
raised his eyes and noticed in the
top a square opening and -across
this three bars of iron. The door
was fastened by a sliding iron bolt.
He bent over curiously to try to
look in the crack at the door, but
could see nothing.

He went into the kitchen, where
Rags lay close to the door. As he
wpened the door he suddenly realized
that 11s watch was migsing from his
pocket., He thought he'd dropped
it when he stooped over in the pas-
sageway, so he went back.

» | he watch was on the floor. He
picked it up and hesitated a minute,
His curiosity | was always greater
than his fears, and he was burning
up to see behind that mysterious
door. He held his breath and pulled
the bolt cautiously. It slipped
easily.

Suddenly something threw itself
against the door and the door flew
open, pinning Warren behind it. He
pulled himself out just in time to see
a big, black shape hurtle through
the back door, which he had left

open. -

He rushed to the door. He heard
the car chugging and Budge scream-
g at him. The black thing was out
of sight. Warren grabbed “Rags
under one arm and his bag under the
other and leaped into the car. They
reached the road just as the old
man opened a window and yelled
at them. “Now you've.done it”
shouted Eudge. and shot down the
road. “I don't know what'll happen
now!l" .

(To be concluded next week.)
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This family calendar album of the great house of Quop includes all the indoor and outdoor varieties. It is the most

famous border in the world rivall the Canadian and Mexican borders.
d with a sense of humor, inclosin

Send it for a Christmas gift to a fr
(collect), for every Snoppy you detect.” .

|PETER PUZZLE AND RANDY RIDDLE SAY— |
Cancellation

A Word Square
Each word has four letters. 1. A 1f you mark off letters in this sen-
river of Egypt. 2. A bright thought. tence with an equal number of let-
J. A king made famous by Shakes- ters between, beginning with the
peare. f first lrtﬁ:r, they will spell a month

To make money.

A Word-Square
My first is something that grows

of the ytar: “Fred bars up a gray
pigeon.”

on trees; my second means leisure
dnd rhymes with trees, my third is
& country cayered with trees, and
fourth is what you've performed
when you chimb a tree. The whole
forms a four-letter word-square.

e — e =g

Some ons
Why would a Chinaman make a
good actor?
What type of vessels. did Salem
harbor in the old days?
What tree keeps the warmest in
winter?

Detective Work
Find in this sentence the names
of two well-known tharacters of
juvenile fiction, and the title of a
poem: “Said tiny Tim to the cap-
tain, 'Janu.ar;r will fiind us snow

bound."”

Answers

Answers to today's word puziles:
words that form the square are:
case;, Asia, beat. Tiny Tim, Capt.
“Smowhound.' Ry cancelling tﬁr_-
the sentence you El'l the word February,
Two-fifthe of witch, ome-hali of chip and
three-filths of ]u_llr equals Wichita. The
word square is: Nile, Jdes, Lear, Earn.

The
Lead,
anuary,
tters 18

Fractions
Two-fifths of a witch, one-half of
a chip and three-fifths of Italy make
A town in Kansas.

| How

Answer to today's riddles: Because he
always has his cue. Witchcraft. The fir
trees heeps warmest in winter.

TO CARTOON |

[ LETS GET READY N
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Color it, cut it out and mount
g the following sentiment:
J

it on cardboard.
“Pray send a telegram

FUR TRAPPING
The Otter

The lumbering otter,” with his
whiskers and webbed feet, is some-
thing of a stunt performer. Living
beside the water as he does, with his
diet composed almost entirely of
fish, he soon becomes an expert
swimmer and diver. Like the
beaver, when the March sun shines
strongly upon the woods, the old
otter takes delight in climbing,
crusted slopes and s]idin% on a4 snow
chute to the bottem, he trick 13
not one of which the trapper ap-
proves, for it is harmful to the fur,
just as is the otter’s habit of basking
for hours in the hot rays of the sun.

Otters Differ Little
The otter is found from Alaska
to Labrador, fﬁpm the Arctic to
the mqfhtrn United States, a dis-
tance of 3,000 miles from north to
south, but no matter from what
locality he comes, he differs very
hittle trom other otters. This is in
marked contrast to other animals, as
the mink or coon, whose size and
appearance depend so largely upon

the region where they live,

Caught in Many Ways

The animals are caught by spear-
ing, by clubbing, or with nets.
Sometimes they are even shot with
rifles. In Alaska five thousand
people obtain their living ‘by cap-
turing them. The largest are four
and one-half feet long, but because
of the rolling looseness of the skin,
as you will notice in the picture,
the pelt may be utrﬂthtg even
larger. Few animals are as hard to
skin as the otter. Its hide is tough
and cannot be pulled or pecled off,
but must be carefully cut.

All water animals caught for their
fur—otter, mink, beaver and musk-
rat—change the looks of their pelts
three, if not four times, during the
twelve months. In the ﬁummer, the

elt is a burnt greasy color and the

air 1s thin. The hair grows thicker

in early Autumn, while the pelt
turns blue. By the time the cold
months come, the pelt has become
white and the hairs are luxuriant.
In Spring the fur declines again to
the thin coat of Summer. Otters
caught in Winter, when the fur is
prime, or at its best,- are conse-
quently most valuable.

(Next week: “The Raccoon.™)

FOR

A Sewing Box

The sewing box is such a worth-
while gift to give, and so much fun
to make, that the girl who is in-
terested in handicraft may find her-
selfi making two or three or four

as in figure I. The sides are 9x5
inches, the bottom, 9x2%. Lay
them m the order you find them in
the frst hgure, with a piece of cre-
tonne underneath. Leave a quarter-
inch space between the boards and
an inch margin of cretonne all

oW CHRISTMAS |

paste the flaps
II. Your

cretonne. Then
over the edge as in f
lining may be a solid color of silk
or cotton material. Cut it the size
of the cardboards plus an inch mar-
gin all around. Before you sew in
the lining, fasten in place a cretonne
scissors holder, cut to fit the pair
of scissors you have chosen to en-
close in the box. Turn the edges
under and overhand the pocket in
lace. The spool holders are rib-
ns or hAnished strips of cretorine
sewed at the top with the spool run
through and fastened at the bottom
with a button and button hole, or
snapper. Make a long pocket for
the quositr, side of the box as In
ﬁn?l: Il. 3
e cretonne end pieces, figure
IV, have mo backing, but I:I".:'llllih
when the box closes. qf are cut
2%x5 inches plus a half-inch all
around to turn in. Make a lining
for each, the same size. Turn in
the edges and sew, then overcast
the ends to the two sides and the
bottom to the box. Figure V shows
how it will look after this has been
done and the lining sewed in. Fas-
ten a cretenne loop handle on one
side, and flaps on the other which

of them.
Very strong cardboard or corru-

around. : come across and are held in place

Put a light coating of paste on on the opposite side b snappers,
gated board should be used for the the backs of the boards, pressing and keep box closed when it is
backing. Cut the sides and bottom them down so as to fasten to the not in use.

| A THINK-QUICK GAME OF COPS AND THIEVES |

How’s for a big game of cops and
thieves, a good old game that keeps
you moving and watching out for
yourself all the time?

Choose up equal sides and let
the two captains decide, by the flip
of a coin, which side will be cops
and which thieves. The thieves,
once chosen, are given a five-minute
start and then the cops go after
them, in order t6 round them up.

Every thief has a paper heart
pinned on his coat, outside, and
every cop has a paper star similarly
placed. If a cop is to capture a
thief, he must the paper heart
, from the thief without losing his

mans® own star. A thief, once caught, is
re. @miven a star and becomes a cop. A
cop, deprived of his star is given a
heart and becomes a thief.

Who sees the man with the skates?

“T seel™ /

“Iey” is right—brrr—rrr—rr—shiver—shiver—how’d like to be
in his fix—skating along on an'iceberg? See how this Snn;:; has pushed
ahead in the world. His feet are skates, and he pulls the skates along
by holding 8 magnet in front of them. Simple, isn't it? Simple is right;

he goes faster than the iceberg, there’s one less Snoppyquop within
the Arctic circle. What's that im his mouth? A candle, dearie. Eski-

* mos_chew candles when they run out of pies, and this is the source of
the Northern Ith.i:hh you've read about in your arithmetic book moral—

:{! !&u chew mﬂ;ﬂe at both ends, you'll only singe your whiskers,”

| A VOCABULARY GUESSING GAME l

When days are too cold for out- The others in the game as t
door play, you may wish you knew guess .do the same thing um:ﬂhtﬂ
an indoor gamé to while away the L334 one grasps the meaning of the
tiume. “I 8 your i88 word. Then the one who dis-

game that will test your wigs. To :
play it, ove of the group thinks of ﬁ:‘;’:’.‘“ﬁ tﬂ*n:‘;‘"r;‘;fﬁﬁ;}' — b€ child's head it will be well to keep sized heads on your

with two meanings. With- in mind that the forchead is very “
out telling what it is, he begins to ‘_Snm:tpodnntg to describe mhilhndMliﬂlnc:fthmh.n?m'hm ihg:elhﬂ- “;tamﬂﬂwgiﬁtﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ
describe the word, intinrmtpummdme:h:rn&h:u;phhtnlhthinhmﬁwmtmm_ may often be able is made a member of the thieves 1B
m’m ﬁmhr the other, and and plane: chest as part of the i 00 ‘b s play lair -
¥ :kﬂti‘:':und.m' until the and as 2 container for mmm;m to catch the thieves when though you were formerly a
| ia | - imaie will .- " have been made a cop, even and you cops must make

" 1 -
b : . : i o
n— - - il
& - I . i [
a4 = & g " -
an i A X .
- | Ju o

" the than a ‘ull-

aﬁldrw hdﬂ relation to his fi

When drawing a baby or young don't be afraid to put
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