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AN AUDIENCE WITH THE
PRESIDENT OF CHINA

By ALBERT R. CARMAN

Presldent 1Jd Yuan Hung received
me in private audience jn the Winter
palace within the Forbidden City of
Pekin, This is a very unusual hon-
or, | mention this feature of the af-
fair gquite freely because it was not
an bonor due 1o any merit of mine—
A casual travelling journaelist—but
one® that was couferred on me be-
causeé I had a powerful friend at
the Chinese Court. My friend Is
“Ferguson of China,” emnslly the
moat influential foreigner to-day in
China, a Canadian boy of whom I
want sometime to tell vou. He had

. mrranged this “andience” by virtue

of his persomal influence with the
President at a period whem no' Chin-
aese offickal had much time to spend
on strangers; for Canton was in tha
midst of a very mixed military me-
Bee, Peking itself was full of intrigue

" and the disturbing China New Year

. ment for tomorrow,

wWas at hand.
The night I got to Peking, Dr.

Ferguson said,

“You have ouly one fixed an..f;:;a-
an audience

wikh the Ppesident in the Palace al

.
L

2 pm.”

“Does he speak English?" I en-
guired faintly.

“Not a word,” said Dr. Ferguson.

s = "*"T'M seo you through.” And as my
b =~ friend talks Chinese like a native,

g0l |

I dismdssed the whole business from
my mind. I could see easily what
would happen. It wouldn't matter
what I sald. Dr. Ferguson would say
the right thing to the President and
tel me the answer—and what to
pretand to say next,

But as the Ferguson motor-car
paseed the saluting semiries at the
Ereat gate into the Forbiddenm OCity
=~because of a special inslgnia which
only a few cars of high officials
eaeTyr—my [risnd remarked: “"No 1

' shall not go in with you. The Pres-

jdent has his own Interpreters: and

2 they would leave it too much to me

" human beings, by long

i I were there.”

50 I began to think bhastily—all
in a minute—what I should llke to
ask the President of China: the of-
ficial head of four hundred milllom
odds the
largest number {n the world even
nominally under one ruler. Present-
ly the car stopped before an even

more Imposing gateway—thesa Pe-
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" gould possibly find his way.

. “You'd get lost in

T
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king gates with thedr soaring arch-
"ays and elaborately carved and
@orgeously colored triple roofs are

__; one of the architectural wonders of

the world—and be began a walk
through endless corridors and across
" broad court-vards and around unex-

-

- Pected corners where no stranger

here, Bert,™
ald John Ferguson—and, in a Mash,

—‘ were boys again, finding a new

through the then femiliar
that lle between Balleville and
pn in Hastings Co., Ontario,

Comes

—t%0 Canadlon school chums,
ithough now adventuring In the far-

o! the Manchu Emperors of China.

! The officla! imerpreter waa

Harvard. Wo had hardly sat down
in his part of the Palace to chat till
the Prosident should be ready to

receive us when they brought two |
lcups of tea. [ unwittingly broke all ..
| Chinese eliquette by promptly drink- |

ing mine: for this airy ante-cham-

ber was cold and they had taken my |
cvercoat away from me, 1 learned |

later that [ should have waited untll
my host indicated that the visit was
drawing to an end by drinking his.

Presently we were summoned and '
went out through =aluting sentries |

':nd' bowing officials till 1 saw across
janother, and as It proved a last,

lcourtyard a broad inclined roadway |
lined

croasing a frosen moat and
|with richly-carved marble figures,
leading up to a veranda behind
\ which a door opened into a lofty pa-
' vidon, The Winter Palace of the
| Manchus—so long hidden from the
' world—1Is in reality a scattered group
of palaces, some long and low:
and wvast courta and even islanded
|lakes lle between them. Half way
'down the Inclined road stood a man-
bare-headed, in a welcoming attl-
tude. Behind him were soldiers and

attendants, I thought for a moment §

that the President had shown me the
intpossible courtesy of coming out
to meet me. But the welcoming fig-
ure turned out to be a major-domo
who presently ushered the interpret-
er and myself into the presilential
apartmeants,

Presddent Li Is a quiet looking,
middle-aged man with a democratic
manner and a most genial smile.
We all bowed and them he motioned
me to a spéat between himself and
(the interpreter, and Iimmediately
two more cups of tea were served.
Fortunately I kept my bhands off
mine. At onve I felt that I could
talk to this man quite freedy of any-
thing that came Into my head. 8o
I forgot all formal compliments and
plunged in madias res by asking him
about the disturbed conditicn of
China_

Ho sadd that it was due to "mil-
itartem"—which was, by the way,
‘precisely the answer I had got to the
same question from Dr. C. C. Wa,
one of Sun Yat Sen's chief support-
ers, a few days before on the Hong-
Kong-Shanghail steamer. Dr. Wu was
them on his way from Canton to
Shanghal presumably to persuada
Sun Yat Son that the time was ripe
for his retura to the Southern City,
where he subsequenily went.

President 14 defined "“militarism™
as the far 00 great and cosily mili-

qm'f. you are looking well.”
_~Yes, I am feeling fine, too.” _

“And how is baby?”
he.:H' is just dandy and

“And what have you
look so well 7"

as good as can
been doing to

leff and mystarious Forbldden City .

]
;Lﬂak. bI'!:E'hl—D}"E‘-'l man, in perfectly
oorrect alternoon European dress: |
and turmed out to be a graduate of |

and
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tary activitles of “the military Gov-
jernors.”” They kept armies mobilis-
ed to attack each other and defy the
jcentral government, and these arm-
les were at once a burden and a men-
jace to the country. But as these mil-
itary Governors fell one by one, they
would be replaced by peaceful Gov-
ernors who would disband these arm-
ies and turn them back to agricul-
ture. It sounded a simple solution,
but will they disband so long as
vélled bandistry pays bétter than
hard work? Some very well-inform-
ed authorities say thay must be-
cause thelr Governora can nmo long-
ér pay them:; but others point to
Chang Tsao Ling, the “King of Man-
churia™ and his rapldly growing
force, insisting . that it is growing
precisely because he does pay.

I switched the conversation to
railways, telling the President how
comfortable we had found the Chin-
es0 roads after the rolling mortuary
chambers they use in India: but I
He took all that for granted. Of
course, Lhe Chinese rallways

pleased at mention of the Washing-
ton Conference and the achleve-
ments of.- the Chinese delegation
there, :
By this time, we were gotting on
80 well that I thought I would ven-
ture on the delicate subject of our
Canadian restrictions on Chinese
immigration. The ice was a bit thin,
perhaps, but I had skated all over
it In India with complete safety.
The President received the sub-
jeat affably and then delivered quite
a Iittle mooologue on it. I never

wished =0 much that 1 understood
Chrinese. The interpreter was correct,
nc doubt, but he was much briefer
than the Preaident. What 1 ol was
prectioally this:

“Canada is quite right to keep out |
Chinese laborers. Canada does not
néed Chinese lborere, for she has
plenty of laborers of her own. But
Canada does need Chinese scholars,
for she has none of her own, Thus
she would b very foolish to deuny
herself the advantage of recelving |
Chinesa scholars just because she |

does not need Chinese laborers.” |

outside world.

cannot say that he was flattered. |

If you wiil read that last para-
graph carefully and get its full im-
pact, yod wi!l have the key to very
much of Chinese policy toward the
President L4 was
thinking of Canada precisely as the
(Canadian missiopary thinka of
China. He was concerned for the mo-
ment solely with our side of the
auestion—not at _all . with
woundad suscaptibilities the Chinese
might conceivably saffer from be-
cause of our restrictionsa. 1t was
wholly a matter of what would be
cood for Canada. He was not Inter-
esled in my suggestion that. of
course, “Ohina did not want to lose
any of her own people—that sha
would want to keep them at homse
which would be the affect of our re-
strictive policy.” 1 might just as we!l
have suggested to a Canadian mlis-
sionary that Canada wanted to keep
her best people at home. The mis-
stonary would say:

“Yes but China needs missionar-
les more than Canada does.”

So President Ld said, In affect:

“Yes, but Canada needs scholars
more than China does."

The only difference is that Presl-
dent Li feels that China would be
giving out of her measures abund-
ance, while Canada feels that she
is sparing as much as possible out
ol her peverty, '

This was not precisely the angle
from which I had intended to dis-
cuss this question which seemed de-
licate to me, but not a bit to the
Fresident, I talked of “gentleman's
agreemerris” and the difficulties be-
ing whqlly economiec and not to the
smallest degree raclal, ete., ote., but
the President cared nothing for these
phases of the question and harked
back at some length to his theory
that Canada needed scholars—and
g0 she does in the Chinese senss of
the term. 3

We often wonder how it i{s that a
nason of four hundred millions sub- |

wWero |
as gpood as the best. He seamed more |

|told us better—that they have no

mits so tamely to be tweaked by the |
rose” and generally ordered abom
by comparatively little nations from
Europe and America—and evem by
the Japs, whom the Chinese most
heartily despise. We say it Is be-
canse the . Ohinese cannot fight,
though "“Chinese" Gordon could have

patriotiam, no- coheslon, no sealf-re-
apect—though no one more highly
esteama himsalf or his special type
cf civilization than a Chinese gent-

loman. :
We never think to find the explan-
ation in a Ohinaman's serene ocom-
fidence in his own unchallenged sup-
eriority. Yet that is very likaly where
it Hes. What does the display of sup-
erlor foroe mean to him? Only the
temporary physical triumph of a
ruder people who will vary saon be
conquered by and eagerly adopt his
superipr and much more cultured
Chinesa eivilization. ‘The Mangols
came And conquered him; and than
he conquered them—they bhecame
Chinese. The Manchus came, and

ion, The Japanese, he bellevea, got

should these outear barbarians from
Europe and Amenica be any dif-
ferant? They may have more physic-
al force for the moment, but present-
ly they will bow—as all barbarians
have bowed in the past—&to Chinese
culture learnings, philosophy and
Lart. China has only to wait.

But you mustn't imagine that I
thought of all this while watching
Preaident Li's fine face light wup
from time to time with a smile as»
he ocaught the meaning of any lat-
est question from the interpreter—
I had begun to wonfer rather when
and how I should go. Tha Presi-
dent showed no sign of terminat-
ing the interview, as ils the custom
and privilege of rulers. Yot I knew
that he waa terribly busy with far-
reaching and highly explosive pro-
blama. I felt 1 could not trespass
any longer; but could I dismiss the
President of four hundred million
people?

I wished with all my might that
I had thought to ask John Fergu-
son about this.

In the end, | took a middle ¢ourse.
1 did not rise to go but I confinea
my last remark to warm thanks to
the President for receiving me so
kindly and talking of grest questions
80 Informingly. He acknowledged
this with a smiling bow, and I rose.
rWa all three bowed and them the

Fresldent sbonk hands cordially.
Western farhion, The interpreter and
I walked half-way across the apart-
ment, and thea turmed and
exchanged bows with the
dent, Once m at the doors, we
ali. three bowed; and a moment jat-
er we were bowing the other wiy to

2ny h

were swallowed in the same fash- |,

all thelr culture from him., 8o why |

officials awaiting in the ante-<chamb-
er the conclusion of the andlénce.
John Fergu=son and I went homea
by the Southern Sea—the last of
the three artificial lakes that decor-
ate the Western side of the Forbid-
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DANCE RECORDS, 18-inch double-sided, 75¢

Chimes—Waltz International Novelty Orchestra!

the Blues— Waltz Victor Arden, Phil Ohman r Orches
Da-Da Strain—Medley Fox Trot et e
Be Your Man—Fox Trot
Party —Wale

Don't Be Too Sure—Fox Trot
Down in Maryland—Fox Trot
Geargia Cabin Door—Fox Trot
Agg¢ravatin’ Trot
Aunt HMI Trot
E&":& the — Fox ﬁ'ﬁ“"
un&umm Moon—Walts
Wooderful One—Waltz :

1917

W
That
He
After

The
Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra
Paul Whiteman and Hl:
Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra
vk hﬂ “‘hltmn_m His Orchestra
Burning Sands—Fex Trot Htlnd; lln..‘: Dance m.' '"'{H“ﬂ'

LIGHT VOCAL SELECTIONS, 10-inch double-sided, 75c¢.
1 Gave You Up Just Before You Threw Me Down t) Rachel Grant- ' 1
Wanita (Wanna-eat-a) - . ﬂ,"."‘m’,?

Honeymoon Time
In an Old Rose and Lavender Shawl

Kentucky
t

Little Cotton
~ Stony-Broke In

1914
1919

To-night

It's a Windy
Man's Land

R 18-inch double-sided, $1.2%
1 Love a Little Cottage
Lorna Doone

INSTRUMENTAL, 10-inch double-sided, 75¢.

A.C. Robert
Henry C. Gilliland-A. C. @lg:; Robertson| 19956

Solo George Grean
) (Xylophone Solo) miltoa Greea|

(eorge Hamilton Green| all
12-inch double-sided, $1.%¢

Faust—Ballet Music (Dance of the Trojan Maidens Yict phony Orchestra
Faust—Ballet Music (Dance ol ﬁrrmﬂmmd} ' Hct: g;:;hu; Orchestra

10-inch double-sided, §1.2°

Romance (“From Suite for Two Planos'") Guy Maler and Lee Pattison) '
A Jazz Study (a)—Relling Fire (b) (Duet for 2 Planos) Gu; Maier and Lge Em} 5346

SEAL RECORDS, 18-inch, §1.5¢

Willlam Tell —Seiva (Deep Shaded Forest) Act 11 (Soprann) is luiast Frances Alda
msﬂ::-ﬂnﬁr—l the Song of the Lark (Soprano) (is French) Lucrezia Borl
William Tell—Resta Immobile (Baritone) (In Italian) kg g
Ye Who Have Yearned Alone ) (Soprano) Farrar
I'm in Love (From * Blossoms") (Violoncello) Kreisler
Les Préludes—Part 4 (Symphonic Poem No. 4) (Liszt)  New York Philharmonic Or.

12-inch, $2.25

Les Préludes—Part 3 (Sym ic Poem No. 3) (Liszt) New Y rmon
Invitation ro the Walez IWIM‘]“ 4 v s Fhim.ﬁ"rlﬁh[grﬁtgl.
William Tell—0 Murto asil del m“ {Oh, Blessed Abode) (lratian) Glovanni Martinelli

Romance :I: Em:-lhl ; Erika Morini
12-inch, $2.50

William Tell—Troncar suol di (Rossini) (In Italian) De Luca-Mardones-Martinelli

‘His Master's Voice

Victor

;a BT

66134
87156
87358
6133
87357
bolle
4112
#6131
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In Almost No Time
Its Done'!

The shabby woodwork, the tarnished furniture, the
wear-marked floors—perhaps you've tolerated them
only because you imagined

it would be a bothersome

and expensive undertakin

to renew their origina

elegance. 22

But it’s a simple matter with

Sun Varnish Stain

There's nothing to measure, nothing to
mix. Just a good brush, a can of Sun Var-
nish Stain in mahogany, oak or whatever

. shade you desire, and — presto— the old,
shabby worn surface takes on color, life,
and beauty.

And Sun Varnish bea is perman

With & single Bt %Eﬁiﬁm
a € stro 1

will be bone dry to-morrow. Job

wﬂDpnl'th-ninhd:byhnun. Sun Varnish Stain
ve permanent practical brightness
gl il ver o ol

Owur shelves are stocked with Sum Varnish Stain in a
of colors. We ave at your service in the master of
estimates, etc.  Drop in and talk things over.

full range
Suggestions,

Even if 2 man 1# 8 howling success
tifre Is no use for his howling about

i

declare that in or- {have begun a daily shuttle serviee
give a false impression of the | between Ludwigshaften. always us-
coal shipments the French |ing the same carloads of ccal
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