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Some very famous literature Was one of his bon mots. Another da, ' B0t 280.

first thrown into the form of Lpu.arn,
Bludents of clasgles always heave a
sigh ot rellef when they gwitch over

orations to the letters of

from the
that lndl.&trhus writer and politic-

lan, Marcus Tulllus Cicero; Pliny s
gnother anclent whose letters to his
friends are still read with enjoyment,
Ir. English literature Cowper, Byron,
Ehelley, Keats, Lamb, Fitzgerald,
Browning and his wife, Matthew
Arnold, and Stevenson are only a few
of those who revealed thelr person-
alities with gingular frankness,
charm and power in the episties 1111:3:!*
despatcned to thelr intkmates, no.
knowing that they would be epread
before the curdous eyes of posterity.
In this country faw letters exchang-
od between friends would be worthy

of publication, but the English and

the Sco‘ch are asslduous letter-writ-
ers. The lelsured Englishman spends
about a third of life writing missives
to his friends.
e forms of recreation or should we
say that it is one way In which hv
follows the good old precept, ""Eng-
land expects every man to do his
duty?"" Jameas Denney, the noled
theological professor of Glasgow,
who died In 1917, gave a good deal
of his spare time to this exercise. By
raing early he was able to write os
many as fifteen letters in a long fore-
poon. The letiers that he wrote to
Bilr W. Robertson Nicoll between
1883 and 1917 filled & stout volume.
And now his friend, Professor James
Moffatt, has found no difflculty In
making up another good-sized book

vith “Letters of Principal Denney lo |

His Famlily and Friends'" (Hoddsar
and Stoughton, Toronto).

There Was an Edge on Dennejy's
Style,

He who opens up a book like thia
must not expect to find any:hing ex-
citing or diverting. The life of a
theologioal professor in Scotland In
modern times can scarcely be called
an action story and those who de-.
mand reading of the Zane Grey or
James Oliver Carwood sort would
probably rather go to jall tham ba
compelled to asslmilate this volume.
But for thoso who take their pleas-
ures sadly, who wish to relleve hign
blood pressure, who llke ‘0 breatho
“the still air of delightful studies, ™
these letters will afford much satiz-
faction.
great scholar who was able Lo express
himeelf in simple lafiguage but who

" tanaged even in ordinary, every-day

épistles to convey the Impression that
bis thoughts were long thoughts ani
Hja brain a eubtie machine. Ho
eould, when occasion required, say
saromasile things apd in his letters
there is often an edge to his style.
- Ome day, after llstening to a paper on
the mystical imaginations of Master-
dinck, he exclaimed, “It’s bad enough
%0 be at gea, but to be at sea in a
fog!” He summed up Bishop West-
totl’s quality of mind in this phrasa,
“He is not philosophical, he is oracu-
lar.” . He was an adept at handing
out pood advice to theological stu-
#ents. “Don’t become the pet laml
of your flock: be their shepherd" waa

I s one of his favor- |

They ‘were written by a |l

]h{: Advised them, A preacher should
be able, on occasion, to bMe and
Aght."" He was himself in a fighting,
| biting mood one day In December,
11915, when he was trying to prepare
an address on Burns to give a: some
birthday celebration. . In a letter to
his sister, Mr. Denney says. “In one
|of his (Purns’) letters to Mra. Macle-
hose (Clarinda) he eays that if he
did 0 and so he would be an ‘un-
| feeling, insipid, infamous block head."
|In & grea: part of his life this 13 what
| he actually was and how he contriv-
|ed to combine 1t with humor and
isatire, and with writing songs like
Irllacphemnn'a Lament and Auld Lang
ISyne, is tha problem of his character
|Which I cannot pretend to solve.”
| The wind must have been blowing
(down Dennev's c¢himney that day or
he never would have indulged In suecq
(8 wild or unsympathetic Judgment.

| A Blash at Andrew Lang, the Jaco-
bitc,

Andrew Lang was a great literar,s
light in his day. He wrote a good
rden.! of history and innumerable
| CREA VS,
| ‘dsh history and his favorite period
"wWas that of tha Stuarts, He was a
|gallant defender of Mary, Queen of
I.'-'mnt!:r, and he loved to ridicule John
iHI‘JI.‘JI and the Coventers of a later
|Cate, Hence this fighting, biting let-
|ter of the usually phacid professor,
I-;.'L:]-‘Lttnn to a Miss Wilson on Nov.
:m' Mr. Btruthers last night, and he
‘and I went to hear Andrew Lang lec-
‘ure on the Covenanters. You cou'd
not imagine anything more pitiful.
The Covenanters at least killed peo-
ple and got killed, which Was serious
enough in all conscienoce; but ha ly
they were spared the anticipation of
teing made the subject of 1mbecila
aftemints at wit by such a creature
85 A. Lang.” Probably Denney would
bave classed Lang with Bernard
Shaw, for the latter Was another bril-
lant conmtemporary whom he eritl-
cises somewhat hmrehly in one of h;s
letters where ha says, “"Bernard Shaw
and the rest of them don't attrac:
me, for the very reason you give. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, and the cleverness of men
wbo have the A B C to learn is in
8Very sense ‘he cleverness of the na-
tural man, and, however entertain-
ing, does not build up." Simllarly
boe wrote to a friena about a loecal
series of Gifford lectures: —"I ha e
not been able to hear any of s
lectures, but *he reports have nat a*-
tracted me. It is too much to hava
& succession -of philosophical parsons
Eetiing up the A B C of relighon ad

‘Ammening through 1% be-
fore the public to the tune of £300
I''T annum or so. But I supposa |t
whHl go on t11] 1t 4= stopped, If a lee-
turer has an honorarium he can do
without an audlence ™ This last ex-
tract eontains a Eenerous squeeze of
tLe Denney acid, but 1t does not Bean)
quite so deadly as the Andrew Lang
cne above.

The Sermon-Tasters of Dunnikier,
AS might be expected there is

One of his hobbles was Soqt- |

1911 —"We had a little visit !

imuch talk abcut travels across Scot-
land and up into the Highlands In
these letters. DPDenney had to visit
he was made Principal, preach a
Ereal many germons on Anniversary
{SBundays in various kirks all over the
lcountry. That he had a good sense
|ot humor and was aware of the fact
| tha* even the proverblal Presbyterian
reverence for echolarship would not
lexcuse A professor for preaching a
idul! sermon. I was at Dunniker,”
he writes, “‘at the communion a fort-
Fairweather, our minis-
ter there, told me they had some very
(severe crities of sermons. —— hail
‘taken his prayer meeting one nigh'
iend had apparently not shone, Soma

jone made a disparaging remark, but |.

iwas anawered, ‘0O, {t wasna tha* ill
|flor a market-day.' Another timao
—=— preacher on ‘I will be as the
dew unto Israel.! WDew!' quoth a
deacon,” there wasn: drap o' dew
in't frae beginning to Wad; it was ax
dry as a mealsack.’ * & Monday
evening eervice an old woman was
overneard as she went out: ‘I just
rut on my auld shawlie the nrieht,
and deed it was gude enough for a'
Wa were to get.’
these things af‘er the preaching was

raesing,

A F'ran!‘-c Criticism of Balaam's Ass,

A Iarge number of these lotters
were addressed to brother minlsters
and ‘the tone of manv of them Is
therefore theological, Often Dr. Den-
ney la“polemical and heavily serlous,
but in the following paragraph he
ihnndluﬂ a higher crilic with a light
| pen,—""Lately,” he savs, *“I have
| been reading a book bv a man Gretil-

'1at, a vrofeasor in Neucha‘el who
jeulivens his solid theology with
iemart remarks about his enemies—
gometimes rather personazl, but—
sometimea very witiy. Gerinan
critics, he says, are so habituated to
itell everything they know, and some-
times more, that they naturally ai-
sume the Evangellsts know nothing
|*bey do not tell. In one place he
mentions, with evident sympathy, an
old professor of apologetics, who
used to say to his students, ‘And it

tell themn they are wrong.' He makes
the best remark I remember to have
(seéen on Balaani's ass,
how the atten‘ion of Christendom
has been diverted by this incident
from the sublime oracles of Balaam,
I have been tempted to think in my
bad moments that this learned crea.
ture et an excellent ovportunity of
holding its topgue.’ Isn't that good,
though not for a prayver meating 7"

Mr. Denney's Impressions of Canada,

In 1909 Principal! Denney visited
Canada on the invitation of Princinal
Maockay, to deliver a course of lec-
turea to Presbyterlan students in
Vancouver, At Halifax he leciured
end prewched for ten days, and then
made his way across Canada stopping
at Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg,
There Is nothing in his letters about
Montreal or Toron‘o and Winnipeg-
gEers will not be flattered by the fuct
that the only thing he thought worh
recording when he was in tho Eate-
way city was a funny story which he
had heard in Nova Scotia,
ell you,” he writes, “‘one story 1
heard about Fraser, the Governor of
Nova Scotle, who was very polite to
me. He told it>himself as belonging
to the only occasion on which he was
completely baflled at a publie mest-
ing. He was a candidate for the
prrovincial legislature, which has
charge of the schools, when for some
reason the question of corporal pun-
ishment came up. Like other candi-

|many churches and, especially aflter |

L.uckily he told me |

over, or it mught have been embar- |

tiey say they dom't agree wi‘h you, |

‘Considering |

“T must |

IlTﬁ:m he was heckled on this, and
promounced against -it. ‘Gemtlemen.’
he said, 'I can remember when I my-
self suffered
barbarous custom. I can remember
vhen every flnger of may hand was

wcarred and bleeding from the lash. |

Ard what was the offence for which
was s0 barbarously treated? Gen-

|
| L
i

moressive pause with which he fol-
oweod this imprassive utterance, that
it might have time to sink int. the
minds of his hearers, was broken by
j.'t rasping voice {rom the front bench:
‘And 1 guesa it enred you.'! It was
the end of the meeting!*:
He Read the “Iliad" and “Don Quix-
ote' in Vancouver.
Perhaps 1t was the newness
everything about
lian west drove him to old books,
ihut it seems to me rather amusing
I!.JI:I.T. in his Jetters from the coast ha
rakes up most of his space by talking
|about Homer and other worthies. He
tead “Don Quixote” in Vancouver
and | fairly romped through four

of

in a lovely edition 4n my Ifriend John
| Mackay's Irary. Think of & man
Irvading the *“IMad* in the original
|1t Vancouver. when he could have
gone fshing in any one of a hundred
| places along the coast!

letters dated at Vancouver,
|<drd, 1909, —*"People here have the
flag of British Columbia aven in their
prayers .and evidently think
Puowers above would think iwice be-
fore falling out with people who
| have such a future as they. I must

under this bruial and |

lemen, it was telling the truh.’ The |

him in the Cana- |

hooks of the “Illad” which he found |

| He has this |
| intercsting little note In one of his |
May |

il UL TTER T )

(TR (AN

tha |

| say, however, they are very hospit- |

|&ble and very much addicted to “helr
husiness, whatever it may be., There

{2 no approbation or toleration of |

tion for the ineflicient or ungifted.
_'l'hﬂ Very prosperous are not nsually
| Very sympathatic,™
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Two Drawbacks at Lake T.onise.

Dr. Denney complains bitterly that
there were no old books at tlie hotel
at Lake Loulse. For once, however,
| he lets himsalf go in praise of the
| scenery., ‘‘The lake,” he writes, “ls
'a mile and a halt long, and three-
|quarters of a mile in width, of a
ichanging emerald color, and the
| mountain, with its vast and dazzlinz
| lields of snow, 18 not unworthy of be-
'ing ecompared with the Jungzfrau
|"|‘n‘1 will have some idea of how im-
posing it is. I do think It almonst he
most wonderful  place I have ever
seen.'" There was a second draw-
back, however, in that famous beauty
spot,—mosquitoes, “It does A1
queer.,” he continues, “‘that man
should subdue the Rocky Mountains
and he victimized by a ittle hack
fly, Coming up here in the bus from
' the station, there were two clderly
gentlemen opposite me who discussail
them., One was American and took
them gaily; I slapped one on my
knee; ‘No go,” he said; ‘kill one, and
vwo come o the funeral.’ The «ther,
who, I am sorry to say, was Scotch
and had some connection with Glas-
gow, took them prosily, complacent-
Iy, Instructively. He had been every-
where, and gave us his expegiences
of mosquitoes in Japan, Ausirlia,
New Gulnea, Singapore, the Valiey of
the Ganges, the Zambesl, and Ugan-
da—besides most places In Europe!
LTou never met such a bors. The
mosquitoes were a positive relief to
him: what dociors call a counter-irri-
tant." He winds up his letter by a
paragraph on Goethe's “Wilhalin
Meister."” That was anothars old
Look which he read while in Van-
couver.,

I find that I have managed, after
all; to find some entertaining mater-
ial in this rather formidable-looking
volume, Fven a Beoteh theological
profesfor is not so dry aa the publie
might imagine him to be. In his
learned commentaries and such a
dootrinal work as his classi> on the
atonement, Dr. James Denney ia
solemn enough, buat in these leltors
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Hére It Is—-The Old Favorite

No Treatment for Coughs and Colds Was
Ever So Satisfactory

All these years Dr. Chase’
Turpentine has held its
because there has been

It holds the confidence of all as

lief from
Asthma.

Croup,

s Syrup of Linseed and
place in the family medicine chest
nothing to equal it.

the most certain re-

Bronchitis, Whooping Cough and

Stubborn Cough
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Distinguished for their supreme
quality and delicacy of flavour

10 for 15¢
25 " 35¢

IMPERIAL TOBACCO COMPANY or CANADA. UNITED.

|hr- shows that hils constant readipg
jof his favorite wolume, Boswell's
“Life of Johnson,” had humanixed

him considerably.
—W. T. ALLISON.

Literary Notes,

Librarians all over the couniry to-
day are doing a great work in en-
couraging boys and girls to read good
books. Every normal child loves a
story and in our big city libraries
now-a-days they have hoars whan
someone with a genius for narrative
entertaine and instructs +ihe littie
felks by practising what {8 one of the
most ancient of arts. In other ways,
aleo, the modern dibrarian sirtves to
ontain the suffrages of his young
constituents. He leaves no stone un-
turned to awaken thelr interest in
“he treasures that he has on his
shelves. When I was a bov, librar-
Mns viewed me with suspiclon when
[ entered their keep, and when 1
signed for a book they handed it to
me w! seeming reluctance. Today,

are out in the open for boys and girls
to handle and the librarian Is hap-
plest when he sees the largest crowd
cf young readers that his buallding
can accommodate. Hao {8 as keen to
rersuade young folk to taka story
booka home with them as a merchant
to sell perishable goods,

An interesting exampie of thies mis-
stfonary zeal of public llhrarlans is
afforded just now by a book compe-
titlon that has been put on Ly J. H.
McCarthy of the Winnipez Public
Library. He has Induzed the boys
¢f the manual irainine dapartments
of the Winnipeg pullie schools to
meake samples of attractive 1f*:la hink
ghelves to be placed on exhibitisn in
the juvenile departmenis of the city
libraries. His {dea (s to encourage
Lovs and girls to make ar have their
rarents nuy just such shalves, so that
they can begin bullding wp a 1ittle
library at home, Moreover, he has
invited them to send In a list of the
Jest twentv-five books for a juvenile
librery, There ara thbree ecwmpmeti-
tions In all for the bes: suggestion
for (1) a lbrary for a girl or boy of
elevem years or younger, (2) a libr-
ary for girls of twelve to fifteen vears
of ace. and, (3) a !brary for boys of
twelve to fifteen years of age. This
Is an excellent plan to f.ster a love
for good Ifterature and I sh,uld like
in see it adopted in every public

‘(library in Canada.

=
Someo very amusing lterary ance-
detage Is to be found in ‘he *Frivate
Diarles of the Rt.-Hen. Algerncn
West,” who was Glads'one’s arivate
secretary and Intimate friend for
mary years. Bi- Algerron died in
142" in his B9th vezr. In his diary
he pins reported that ane day at a éin-
ner rarty the question was ralised
whe:lier Oscar Wilde was reallr
witty., “Augustine Birrell contended
us was, and gave this Instance, He
had met Lewls Morris, who sald, ‘T
have ten a boolk, and not a paper
noar l.'r&w has 1""oded to it. There
{s.a co racy of sliinece.-
aftervards I met Oscar Wilde, and
asked him what I oug™: 1o have sald.
‘You should have sald," anewered
Oncar Wilde, ‘My dea:- 3lorris j0ln it
yoursell*."

8ir Algermon retounts another
story that was told by Lowell abou:
Methusaleh, It is based on the fact

however, all is changed. Tha hnﬂku.‘
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skoe-strings will go flapping ln my
face!

Should Canadian writers refuse to
follow the fashions set by BEnglish
#and American novelists and seek to
bo absolutely original? Thle is the
question ralsed regarding American
nakers of fictlon by Miss Frances
Newman fn the semi-annual official
buHetin of the Carnegie Library of
Atlanta, Georgla. She quotes Pro-
fessor ¥&mil Relch, as saying, “The
Huvgariana produced great writers
Lecuuse they preserved thelr native
Magyar so effectively, and were mdre
tenacious of their native culture than
any other people.” He also helieves
that no great works of art are pro-
duced in etther South or North Am-
erica, because both in the Latin and
Fnglish-speaking continents tha
writers have trled to employ the cul-
ture of the parent countries which
was entlrely unsuited ‘o new condl-
tions. lss Newman thinks that
since American writers have
been producing some great fiction be.
cause they have been entirely Amer!-
can In thelr simplici‘y and clarity.
“Babbitt™ might be regarded as en-
tirely Americe1.

-—W. T, A.

OFENWAY,

By Archie McKishnie. 233 pag-s
Price $1.25. Hodden & Biryugh-
ton, Toronto, publishers.

Open way, all you will take up this
book—open way for the refreshment
you'd take from the wind over the
hill or the mist by the streams.

Open way—aopen way In vyour
hearts for a tenderneéss yon will nev-

er lose again. ‘

WWMW

Open way—open way in your pursq
that you may lat it in the hands ol
sume boy who {s dear to you and
tell him to keep it by him always—
Dut read it first yourself,

It is the slory of a boy who loved
wild creatures, but whose only friend
and companion, old Trapper Bob cone
sidered most animals just “varmits.”
To him an animal was a palt; ta
Benny, an animal was g pulsing life
s Warm and as dear as his own, Hg
couldn’t seem to make Bob unders
stand. Still he was able to protect
the few who sought protection, and
to that end he dedicated the langth
of a certain rail fence where any wild
dweller of Shagland might find a
home unmolested. Benny trapped for
skins in the winter with Trapper Bob
too; there was nothing foolish about
him, but he beljeved in giving the
creatures a fair chance and falr bat-
tie, and found much that was wondar-
ful and heroic in their lives. To kill
an animal on gight for the mere sake
of killing it, seemed murder in his
eyes. To Benny, the happlest part
of the day was when he could nestle
down in some hidden covert and
watch the life about him unnoticed,
Watching and listening with Benny,
you will find @ new world, a new
summer, & new winter, forever at
your hand at the turning of a page.
You will learn to know the myriad
low cries of the wood, the wimper-
Ings, the soft paddings, the sorrow
of little tragedles, Lthe everlasting
sweel rustling hum of the under-
bush that Is jts life. And as the creats
ures lie warm In the soft home nest,
Or run or éwim or fly from season .
(0 season; as they return after the
(Continued on Page 13.)
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