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" OU shall not marry
I any young wofne
' an in this ecity,
The time has come when
the Scriptures are too opén-
ly violated by your sisters,
your sweethearts and the
sisters and sweetnearts of
your friends. No girl ia
this town is werthy of mar-
riage to any yoUng man
within my congregation.
You must, if necessary, go
to England, France, Bal-
gium or even Germany for
wives that are worthy of
you. 1 ask you all to sign
A pledge that you will ob-
serve my command, and [
warn you that I will not
perform the marriage cere-
mony for any of the young
women in this community, *

One may well Imagine
what consternation was
causéd in the church when
the pastor spoke these words
in the course of his Sunday
morning sermon. The min-
ister was the Rev. Floyd
Burnett. His church is the
principal one in the thriving
little eity of Mosquero, in New Mexico. In
his congregation that moraing were all the
young ladies of the town and algo all the
young men of the city, together with many
of their elders, :

The Rev. Mr. Burnett had just finished a
stirring sermon directeq Eenerally agalinst
meodern fashions and, in particular, againsc
what he described as the unwholesomeness
of the young women who wers seated in
the church pews in front of him. Ha
quoted liberally from the Bible in his de-
nunciations of such things as rolled stock-
lugs, short skirts, peekaboo waists and
bobbed hair, and ended théese Quotations
by reading from Apostls Paul: “Let your
Women dress as becoming women.”

The little city of Mosquero is ic'a countr,'
where every man carries a gun and whers
nearly all young women frequently enjoy
themselves by shooting at a target. 1t is

safe to say, even though thers WwWas no
census taken at the time, that every young
&irl in the church was the sweetheart of
some man In some nearby pew, and
that this young man carried, either in his
telt or in a pocket, a thoroughly reliable
and quickly reached pistol or revolver.

is also safe to say that each gun was a
large one and had been much practiced

said that the Rev. Mr, Bur-

his life in his hands when he
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“Sky Pilot” Robs All the Youngp
Women of Whole City of Their
Fiances; It Doom.s the

To left—Miss
L“Iu D.ﬁ‘l

Bachelors

the Belle of

Mosquero, the
power behind the

young women's

organized defiance
of the ban
them.

he 20 80 tar as to use in connection with hisg
other denynciations the forbidden term
"maverick.” And yet with only the thin
boards of his lectern between him and the
bullets in the audience hg plainly and with
calm punctuations declared :

“I say to all you Birls who are hearing
me this morniog that you are ‘mavericks,
maverick fappers, to de more exact, and

you may take that characterization Just as
Ii Is spoken, for I mean It, every word."”

Certainly the older men and women in
that congregation were sure that there
would be a fusillade of shots to gEreet the
young sky pliot when he would emerge
that morning from the chureh door, But
there was not—for a strange thing hap-
pened.

Pastor Burnett is a little man who
strongly reminds those of his parishioners
whe have read Sir James Barrie of the
latter's “Little Minister.” He I8 a man
who most any youngster in Mosguero
could floor with a single blow. Yot Lis
shoulders wers square, his chin was uy,
abd there were trave fires in his eyes when
he wilkea boldly out the church door and

pon

e -

clapped his hand on the minister's shoul-
der and sald to him:
“Well, parson, we have decided you were
right. What shall we do about it™
And thus was born what certainly Is one
of the most intéresting and, withal, amaa-
ing socleties in the ertire United States.
With the city’s most prominent attorney
as its president, a wealthy oll land owner
&8 its secretary. and the publishsr of a
local newspaper as its treasurer, the
Young Men's Mutual Protective Assocla-
tion was that morniong organized. In the
minister's stdy bylaws and a constitution
were drawn up, 'With the nelp of the min-
ister a pledge was also warded.  This
pledge binds its signers to not propose
merriage, to pay attention to or conslder
wiih say sort of matr nial purpose any
young womar who shall weer her stock-
ingw rolled down from the tep, wha absall
wear her skirts any higher than fine
inches ll'un‘I;:? ground, or who ghall wear
the neci et
: meets the approval of Parssn
or who shall bob her hair. Tha
himselt, who unti] thls Bunday

bad been consldéred the foremost matri-
In seven countles, was the

first to attach his signatire to thls ;o

rtwalst witn the
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Tka “Little
Minister,” the
Rev. Floyd
Burnett, who
has ‘published
the ban against
weddings,

Wives from Armed Camps
in Neighboring Towns

Above—These are what Mosquero calls its “Prize
Bakers’ Do:un"-——ldmittndlr the pick of the city's young

women; to left—Blanche Hall,

treasurer of the Young

Wﬁmcn:: Association, and Aurelia Trujillo, the ex-editress.

published on this page, and includes Harr"-

Eirl who is unmarried ig the entire city.
‘t}n the other hand, every young man of

marriageable cond!tion <t the city joiaad

the Little Minister's soclety., Each one of
them states openly that he is in thke mar-

ket for a wife. Each one admits that he
either had an exclusive interest in one of
the young ladies of the town or was & rival
for the favor of some one of them., Until

Pastor Buruett preathed his startling ser-
mon all of them admit they thought the
young women of Mosquero were the most
pleasing, the most beautiful, the most
charming and the most modest young
women In the world. The rolled down
elockings, they declared especially ir
punctusted Oy well dimpled koees, were
especially atiractive. Bobbed hair, they had
thought, was the mark of proper obsérv-
ance of the most adnirable Eastern fash-
ions. Open necks and short skirts, they
all agreed, were decidedly to be encour-
aged.

The picture of Immodesty presented
them by the minister that Bunday morning
completely persuaded them otherwise on
all these polnts,“and now they are unanl-
mous in declaring that thev will import
thelr wives even i? trey haie to raid the
reighbering cities 12 order to obtaln an
adequate supply.

Oas weald suppose that In the face of
such vnanimous condemnation and with
their immedizte proaspects of marriage
ecemingly auddsnly threatened, they would
without hez'tation resort to ths expe-
diency of lowering their skirts, pulling up
thseir stockings, binding thelr Lair and
tottening up their shirtwaists,

But tYere teemas to be no such inelination
on the part of thess attractive young Weast-
ern girls. They, too, held a meeting that
same Sunday evening to receive and dis-
cuss the extraordinary Pledge which by
that time all their sweethagrts hai signed.
There was no statzment of contrition
Agreed wpon. Inetesd, each girl volel
“yes” tb the propositisn that each young
man skotild ‘Le indisidusliy toll that, witk
the il eonseut cf the fsminive iembers
of tha commaaly, the eaii Youdg~ than
might 7o to Denve-,

With tha re-eipt of this mestage from the
girls the boys declared a WAar was on. and
the girls litewise declared that the war
Wwas over, for (Le aimple reason that they
would never accept defeal. They would
not, mruu.hmmmmnui-
order to sequire an old tashiondd husband,
Therefore, the young women of
mlmmtnuhmhulﬂu.m
say thelr prayers st homa 1f theéy Lave
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made any alterations at all in their cos-
tumes, It {8 that they have rather short-
ehed their skirts and rolled their stock-
ings down an inch or two further.

Novelists have built mMany romances
around the keen and Aramatic rivalries ot
Western cities in the matter of chvic ac-
compllishmerits. " Altrv;d Henry Lewlis, Bret
Harte, and even Mark Twaln, have enter-
tained themsalves and their public with
thrilling stories of how the cowboys of
One section, backing the claimas of thelr
ewn village, frequently rode at night time
into the village favored by the boys of a
reighboring ranch, there to shoot up the
heels of the local Chinese, to kidoap the
preity postmistress and to shave one side
of tee "1ce of the rival village's Mayor.

Certainly, however, no weaver of fiction
ever has had for his imaginatioa to dwell
upon the situation which now exists among
the neighboring citles of Mosquero.

liow ail is changed.

Awomatic bolts and other brands of de-

pendable revolver are being oiled and
cleaned.
' In some of the neighboring cities prep-
arztions are belng made for tha' erection
of barricades at the Mosquero end of the
main streets.

In fact, it would seem as if old Sabine
times are about to be reavived.

The entire masculins citizenry of the
neighboring towns are PpTepared for the
rald expected from the Mosqueroites, who
Lave 80 openly anuounced that they intend
t¢ go forth in search of brides from other
tribes. The Rav. Burnett, it seems, visited
many nearby communities to make u study
of femininity as it comported itself in the
Other cities, and repocted back to his
newly formed protective soclety that the
Eirls of the other cities were not so for-
ward, bold and generally ultra-fashion-
able as those at home. Only a few, how-
ever, he sald, could be looked upon with
favor as prodpective wives, [t ia for these
féw that the young men of Mosquero are
threatsning to raid the outlying territory,
leaving to others the necessily of going
far abroad, perhaps to- Englan" and Bel-
glum, for the sort of demure young wife
which the newly organize’ society de¢lares
to be the only acceptable ideal.

n‘mnthrhud.thrummnr
Mosquero are these days keeping them-
selves well armed and their
Landy. TLey have deg¢lared

words, they state most emphatically that
not only wijl they themselves not marry
ADy of the local young women but will not
permit any strangers to come and marry
thiem. 2

The protective organization was tur_nll
only a week ago, Bo fap no armed en-
Eagementis have resulted. The volcano
Which is expected soon to break forth re
mains quiescent, much in the fashion of &
can of dynamite, The outstanding fact re
mains, however, that the young men have
no intention. of remalining bachelors, they
have no inteation of marrying any of thelr
former sweethearts until the latter revise
their fashion in dress and deportment, and
they have no Intention of allowing any one
else to marry these blacklisted young
ladies. Such a situation, In the West, and
in that part of the West where the best
man still is measured According to his
quickness on the draw, is indeed akinm to
dynamite.

And now what of the yYoung women
themselves? At the head of their organizs.
tion e Misa Aurelia Trujillo, who, until
recantly, was the editress of the local news
Paper, the Mosguerc Sun.

Miss Aurella, by the way, ig such g
stickler for principles that when she dis
covered that her paper, by order of ite
owner and editor, W, Q. Root, would edi
torially support the decision of the younp
fen, she promptly handed in her resigna
tion as editress and took the stump as

organizer of the Youag Ladies' Deflance
Asaocidation,

backed by Miss Shirley Nutter, who rep
resents a great Insurance corporation, gng

who has a most furceful wnd at the sams
time charming Fersonality, Misg

fresh as she Pleases and
she pleases,

Miss Aurella, as the editress, preferred
that the Deflance Boclety should issue 3 dig-
nified, sedate Announcement, properly
drawn up and attested by the local mno-
tary, setting forth in Htera hr
the exact position of the r:::: v
Miss Shirley, however, proposed & brief
summing up of the situation from

the viewpolnut of the young ladies 1a lan.
EUage more expressive and or

Miss Shirley won, acd so the young women
merely signed a document which Aat
that besides baving permission to
Denver, the young men of Mosq
have their feet in the mud, and
the young women are conceraed,
well keep them there,

Among the mem
clety there are ge
Cetermination with flashing
which there |3 copsiderable eviden
Spaunish blood and Spanish
are others whose blonde bair reveals
quiet determination of the north 7
there are others who, neither blonde nor
Spanish, nevertheless are of the sort that
the plains provide and who may well ba
expected to not be tremendously Lpset by
a jilting from any twestheart who does

not approve of ber theory as to the proper
latitude for a stocking top.

prospect that “a
by elL”




