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Why This Sﬁperstitfon Is Stilll

Supremely
Strong.

S anclent as Pompell and Ider-
Acu.l-lmx, which have laia
oM as the days of the Latin
whe wrote aboot It, s this s
dread belief in the “‘evil eye” whic

saly persists to this day, but is
pewerful among superstitions.

Just what that superstition known as
e “evil opv” I, Theophfie Gautier
forth in his classio, “Jettatuen,” which translated,
menns the “evil eye.” In this book Gautier
‘Maces his scenes in Naples, where belief in the
superstition of the “evil eye” is sald to smount to
&n obsesslon with the average inhabitant

This strange power of striking fear into amy-
ene by a look that flaskes from a certain type of
mhmpmmhm.mmwrm
Wneonssiously, by persons who hawe the power to
bring misfortune upom whoever falls their bale-

fal gase.

That dread of this supposedly ULCALNY DOWer
still holds thousands in its clutehes is set forth
by such a well-kmown and reliahle authority as
The New York Medical Journal, which says that
“Soday doctors are not in favor of bewitchment,
but mothers in New York are grayely asserting
that their children have had the ‘evil eye’' cast on
them."”

It iy the opinion of this medieal writer that
the belief in this crass superstition “will increase
until the public hunger for the sensational is sat-
lsfied and that idea will find good seil among
& swarming alien\ population.”

Charms and amulets are sald to be ghining
in favor among those who ars continual y haunt-
ed by the fear of falling under the gaze of the
“avil -}"l.."

The hand, held with thp forefinge. aad little
finger pointed out, as shown in the Accompanying
fllustration, is supposed to be effective iy ward-
Ing off any curse cast on anyone by the glance
of an “evil eye.”

-~ Many persons, no doubt, will lawgh at the ab-

surdity of charging anyone having such a power
of evil in the glance #™}his eye, but as ample evi-
dence that this ancient superstitior. is very much
alive today take the Pennaylvania csse known as
“Witch of Ellwood City.” An aged [talian wom-
an, Mrs. Catarlo, was forced to appeal to a judge
for protection. Bhe said that the neighbors had
threatened to burn her alive. They claimed she
had cast spells on their children,

Fortunately, there are today laws to protect
Intended victims gainst an obsession growing out
of an imaginary fear or an ancient uperstition
‘that 20th century enlightenment scorns as a relie

of the Dark Ages, !
In contrast to this, however, it is pointed out

' j
The Bupernatural Power of Putting Anyone Under
a Curse by a Glance Flashed from a Certain Type
of Piereing Eye Is Supposed to Be Possessed by
Eome Persens Who Can Thus Bring Misfortune

to Whocver Falls Beneath Their Baleful Gase.

that the present is an age of revival and reform.
Old women are called witches eve once in a
while. Law suits are frequent in which one per-
son is mecused of wielding uneanny power over
another. Men commit murders which are called

'“psychlc erimes,” those prompted by a mind far

off that works upon a helpless victim who must
kill when told to do so

Regarding these “psychic crimes” resulting
from a belief in the superstition of the “evil eye"
the writer in The New York Medieal Journal
makes this comment;

“It might easily be supposed that such a thing
as witcheraft could not oeeur today, but we are
living in a tense, nervous condition, which makes
us see ‘Stones in sermons, crooks in printed books
and harm in everything.’ Everyone has some-
thing to tell of his neighbor A single case of
anything urusual quoted in the papers sets im-
agination alert, and similar esses swarm and will
continue to {ncrease.

“Just now we are bewitehed. The ‘evil eye’ is
on us. It seems incredible, but think from how
small a beginning the epidemic began.

“A clergyman had a little daughter of 9, a
niece of 11, and a half-Indian, half-negro servant,
Tituba. Four other young girls used to jein in
their games. Tituba used to practise tricks and
incantations~ common among the natives at her
home jyst to amuse the children. who learned to
do all kfnds of weird things and scared their par-
ents. A doctor who was consulted privately, said
they were bewitched. This became known, so,
naturally, the children showed off more and en-
joyed the popularity, but under threats they con-
fessed that Titubs and two harmless 0old women
had really bewitched them. In four months 250
people were in jail; 19 were hanged, two died in
prison, one was tortured to death, all because a
group of little girls were rather hysterical, good
mimics, not very truthful and enjnylnd scaring
folks, |
“in a law court during the wer alienists had
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Deprive Children- of Sleep ?

'Y B the daylight-saving plan detrimenta] to the
health of children in that it may ecurtail their
hours of sleep?! The medieal department of

the British Board of Education has started an in-
'‘quiry into the extent to Wwhich the operation of
the daylight saving law mhy be responsible for
sach an effect. Investigators point out, however,
that this is pechaps more important in the Brit-
hlhh-thntnthﬂn!hdﬂtlt-.nthudqr-
light is much longer there than here in the sum-
mer time, In northern Scotland there being sey-
ezal weeks in June and July when there is

* ing at the beginning and end of bed rest is of no

great importance,

“All young animals naturally sléep less in sym-
mer than in winter; there is loss demand on
metabolism in warm weather and consequently
less need for sleep. Children have always been
kept out of bed later in the summer than In the
winter time, and the faet has been a source of
lament to teachers for generations. Byt they
are apt to forget this periodicity and to puat down
to the daylight saving act what is a yearly oc-
currence. Statistics show that more children die
of winter than of summer ailmenta, and thers can
be little doubt that the prolonged eunlight of
early summer is even more beneficial to growing
children than it is to adults.”
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The Hand, Held with the Forefinger and
the Little Finger Outstretched, Is Supposed
to Ward OF the Influence of the “Evil Eye.”

to point out to the jury that a belief in wiﬁhcrlft

may be a sane belief, but coexisting persecutory
delusions insane. . 5
“A man saild another negro on board was
Jealous and put erum or ju-ju on him by poison-
ing his comb. Using the comb made his skin
shake. He belleved he would die through having
used the comb, Later, Mo developed persecution
mania and attempted the lives of four shipmates,

80 was put in an asylum as dangerous because of -

his delusion of persecution,

“A baby dies after the supposed witeh has
looked at it, a 16-year-old girl is under the con-
trol of her friend, a girl of 17, and the mother
brings the case into court

“The writer recalls a sane and severe clergy-
man who, on belng invited to the night nursery
to see his sleeping godchild, said he would deem
it an impertinence, if not dangerous, to lgek at
her while she slept.. And that in'1918.

“If adequate common sense and psychotherapy
were not at hand to combat this modern outbreak,
we should have harmless old women dragged off
to jail and an excited mob swarming to a witch
burning.” .

| JUST HOW THE COLOR OF

HE color of a man’s skin has an important

bearing on his comfort and food demapnds,

says Dr, L. Ballester, a noted Span-
ish physieian who just written a report of
his studies for a Madrid medical journal. The
black man, says Dr. Ballester, requires fewer
ealories than the white man, and he can sustain
life and do hard work on about half the “fuel”
the white man requires. -~

Dr. Ballester pursued his studies of the ques-
tion in Guinea, which has considerable heat in ita
climate. H-m-thntﬁ-pilmhﬂnn of the
skin of the negro allows the utilization of the
heat from without, which the white man has to
supply by eating more food. For that reason the
black-skinned man ean sustain life on consider-
able less exertion to be able to purchase the re-
quired amount of fuel foods to keep his engine
working up to his necessary ecapacity. Also the
fact that he thus assimilates the heat makes him
less liable to sun strokes.

Getting down to the actual figures, Dr. Balles
ter reports that he found that the nogroes of
Guinea thrived and grew fat on a diet of rice, fish
and butter representing only 1843 calories a day.
This despite the fact that they were doing hard
labor, Under the same cirecumstances, even
though not working at all, the white-skinned man
required about twice as many calories to keep in
good physical condition,

Dr. Ballester gives all the credit to this ad-
vantage held by the negroes to the color of the
skin. His researches, the expert who has read his
report says, tend to prove that the difference in
the calories required is due to the dark skin,
which acts something like the green coloring mat-
ter of plants, in drawing in the heat and :rans
forming it into the health and strength giving
calories. Thus, say the doctors, the nécessities of
the organisms of the black man are to a large ex-
tent supplied with heat units directly from with-
out,

There is nothing new in the statement that
the black man requires less food than the white
man. This has been noted by physiclans many
times before. The researches of Dr. Ballester

MAGIC of a MYSTIFYING

mysterious numerical effects can be pro-
duved is deseribed as follows in the Scien-
tific American by Theodore L. de Lamb:

In the accompanying design (Fig. 1) you will
observe 56 circles, each the size of a one cent eoin.
Q@ each circle will be found four playing cards,
the entire lot forming a combination that would
be impossible for the human braln to remember.
You can, however, place five one-cent eoins in any
section of the design, setting them according to
either arrangement shown In Fig. 2 and perform
an apparently impossible miracle.

Request some one to place the five coins at any
part of the design just so they form a combina-

ﬁ SCIENTIFIC coin problem by which some

tion like either ope shown. You are out of the
room while this s being done and without going
through any mental talculation you ean instantly
name the total number of spots on the cards un-
der the five coina. Strange as it may seem the
result will invariably be 110 with either of the
combinations in any section of the design.
Annthurrmdtﬂuﬂll_hhhllxmimnud
have them placed in a straight line adjoining one
another, in any part of the design, either vertical,
horizontal or perpendicular. You sre to name the
number of spots on the eards under the six coins,
To do this count. frem either end cent In a

Eave FISH a SENSE of SMELL?

ROP a pn:irn into a clear pool where sal-

mon lie. At ones the flsh begin moving

excitedly. 8ince a prawn is a stmngﬁmull-
Ing shellfish, the nasural inference is.that it is
the smell which excites the salmon.

OIL of a TREE as a

ULTIVATION of the chanlmoogra tree in
the United States to assure a permanent
supply of the oil for treatment of leprosy

Is planned as a result of a trip through 3iam,
Burma and Assam Prof. J. F, Rock, formerly
of the University of Hawail.

Prof. Rock recently returned to Washingten
after exploration into the jungles for the depart-
ment of agriculture’s branch of foreign

Within eight years, it is believed, enough fouit
willhhln-ﬁnnthﬁphnhhmnndn-
mestic source of supply of cha@moogra oil. With
the posaible exception of a man named Kerr, an
amateur botanist, Prof. Rock Is said to be the Srst
vhite man. to invade the region of Siam where he
ot bls specimena, \

Natives of that country for many years had
“isited the tarakatogenos forests to obtain enough
f ke oll to meet their domestic needs, but they

CURE for LEPROSY

made these trips only every three years, for fear
of the beasts that inhabit the wild country.

Whila chaulmoogya oil has been used scien-
tifically for only a few years, Prof. Rock says the
natives of that part of Asia he visited have besn
using the curative properties of the taraktogenos
tree for hundreds of years, but in such a crude
wayasto be ungble o derive its complete benafits

“In the Buddhist histories that date back 1030
years, there are mentions of this tree,” Prof.
Rock said, adding that “the crude oll of the tree
Was taken internally by the natives and the
iegends say it was effective.” -~

It was not until 1899 that the active prinei-
Ftﬂﬂfﬂllﬂiifmthl-dlﬂmtIIMH
tree were Isolaled with success. This way dons
by Dr. Frederick BE. Powers, now connected with
the department of agriculture, after many scien-
tific experiments in England in 1856 had resulted
in the discovery that the wrong was being
used for extracting chanlmoogra oil.

Application l;g knowledge obtained in Dr.
Powers's rescarches bg Dr. A. L. Dean, president
of the University of Hawali, and others, has led
1§ & widespread use of the oil in leprosy cases.

But it is guite easy to knoek this argument on
the head, for as a matter of fact the salmon show
equal agitation whether the prawn is fresh. or
bolled, or whether it has been kept in glycerihe

or even in formalin.
may have & sense of smell A: any
rate no trout will take a dead worm.

With “coarse” fish—the case is different. A
well-known flsherman says that he always used
rotten cheese for making up ground bait for roach
and for chub. He said that the “higher” the
cheese, tha bigger his cateh.

Many of the old Nottingham Ashermen—and
they are perhaps the cleverest in the world—have
secrets of their own for preparing ground baits.
They greaves, cattle and poultry foods, bis-
cuits, sugar and a great variety of various dif-
ferent substances. In most of these they mingle
? praportion of strongly seented matter. Ome, for
astance, :aixes his bait with a patent spice large-
ly advertised as a fattener for cattle.

These men possess
generations of Ilhlrﬂm.

the expense and trouble of thesé scented grouad
bajts unless they were worth while.

The French sardine fishermen use a kind of
bait which they seatter upon the surface of the
sea. This, too, is scented. 1t is used
ubﬂn;th-unllulhihhhﬂulmthqm
pose to net

E-thh.mnmuninlﬂmnhn.mur-
rion feeders, and qﬂthmu'mrumu
powers of scent, and the same is true to some ex-
tent of the common eel.

straight line in any direction to the fifth eircle
from this cent. Quickly total the number of
spots on the four cards on-the circle‘and to this
total add 110. The grand total will be identl
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Fig. 3—The Magic Sguare.

cal with the number of spots on the cards under
the six cents.

A one-cemt coin placed on any circle also gives
you a chanee to demonstrate a peculiar effect
Count in any diregtion to the fifth circle from the
cant and on this circle will be found the identical
cards under the cent.

The method of laying out the design is simple
enough.

First a square is formed ecomposed of 100
units, each represented by ome of the first 25 let-
ters from the alphabet. Each letter appears four
times, being sc arranged that the repeated lot-
ters are five points apart, the four forming a
square, as shown in Fig. 8. Commencing at A
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SKIN AFFECTS YOUR APPETITE
s St o e R i i L

COIN PROBLEM

Cooking by the Heat of
the Sun

VERY boy knows that with the aid of »

magnifying glass a paper can be ignited

and wood burned by foeusing the rays of
the sun uwpon it. That belng so, why ean’t the
sun’s heat take the place of coal?

Dr. C. G.- Abbot of the Smithsonian Instita-
tion in Washington, D, C., has sttacked this prob-
lem, but in a purely experimental way. He knows
that the day when the sun will take the place of
coal is still far off.

In his spparatas, which is deseribed in Popu-
lar Sclence Monthly, there is found the usual
paFabolic mirror that focuses the sun’s TAYS on
& boller—in this case a blackened tube filled with
oil. Dr. Abbot uses ofl becanse it bolls at over
400 degrees F. Water bolls at 212 degrees. Hence
the oll abgorbs more heat.

The oil flows into the tube from an overhead
reservolr and then back Into the reservolr in a
continuous stream. The oil transfers its hesi
to two cooking ovens. A few hours of sunshine
are sufficient to heat the oil to such a temperature
that cooking can be done all day. It does not mats
ter if ¢he morning is sunny and the afterneem
cloudy/ The ovems will still be hot enough for

Any purpose except frying,
Since the sun moves slowly seross the

the mirror must follow it, so that the rays ﬁ

always be eoncentrated on the tube. This is ae-
complished by means of elockwork.

Drg Abbot did all his -eooking last summer
with this solar kitchen stove.
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the letters are given numbers in consecutive or-
der beginning at 10 and ending at Y with 84. The
cbject in commencing at 10 is that the lowest
number formed by the pips on four diifferent
playing cards is 10.

We have then A=10,B=11, C=13,
D=13, E= 14, F=15, G=16, H=17,
I1=18, J=19, K=20, L=21, M =22
N =23, O0=24, P=25, Q=26, R=127,
BE=28 T=29, U=30, Y=31, W =232,
X=33 Y=84 '

At one glance it is a self-evident fact that
any five consecutive letters taken either vertieal,
hnﬁmmnrmthldhmnlumnm
For example, commence at X in the top rew and
R at the bottom:

X+EK+C+T4G=
R+J+V+N+A=110

The playing cards are placed just so each cirele
Is represented by cards whose total spota equal
the required number,

If all of-the 25 letters arv used in. certain
series of five each, you get various combination
but each totals 110. Samples are

A+H+0+V+B = 110
B+I+EK+W+T.= 110
C+J+L+X+P4 110
D+F+M+Y+Q = 110
E+G+N+U+R = 110

and the letters are so placed that either of the
patterns of Fig. 8, placed anywhere on Fig. 1,
will eover one of these combinations—and that is
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