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Welshman Will Endeavor

To Mould the Op'nions

Of the People of Ireland

B e e

T is eurious to note that im thsa
battle between Britain and Ire-
iand, If we may call it a battle,
the British leader is a Welsh-

man, and a rising leader of the Irish |
is also a Welshman. This is Mr. Ham-
llton Edwards, one of the new pro-
. prietors of the Freeman's Journal, of
Dublin. His partoer is Mr. Martin
Fitzgerald, a retall liguor dealer and
long a champion of an independent
Ireland. It is not surprising to Aad
Mr. Fitzgerald investing some of his
surplus wealth in a paper dedicated
to the eause to which he has so long |
been committed, but it is rather |
amasing o find Edwards in such eom-
pany. Hitherto Edwards has been |
known to such as know him at all |
as a brilliant newspaper man, a prn—T
itege of the Harmsworths, and more
lately the owner of a racing stable in '
Ireland. His eareer has been an in-
teresting one so far, according teo

T. P. O'Connor, who writes about him
in the Philadelphia Public Ledger,
and may in the future be even sen-
sational. If he has become an adher-
ent to Sinn Fein he will prove one
of the most influential of that body,
for Ne is one of the best-equipped

of newspaper men, and ls bound to
greatly lpcrease the power of the
Fresman’s Journal.

He was a discovery of George
Newnes, the famous publisher who
owed his great success largely te his
ionstinet for picking out brilliant
subordinates; but George Newnes
bad had the falling that he was un-
able to kesp them. As O'Conmor
says, Newnes was large in big things
but small in small things. He lost
Artbhur Pearson becawuse hs would
net advance his salary, and Pearson
became one of his most formidable
rivals. He also lost Edwards because
he permitted Harmsworth to tempt
him away. Edwards had done good
work fer Newnes, and he was to do
Still bettar work for Harmswerth.
He became, in fact, one of the main-
stays of the Harmsworth organiza-
tio d a sbareholder In several |
of the publications of the presemt |
Lord NortheMfle. Later on, when
the chief proprietor wished to re-
comstruet, or to buy out his partners,
Edward's ""bit.,"” amounted to about
& million dollars. Mr. Edwards waa
then forty-five years old, in his very
prime, and bursting with energy,
but being unable ic find the particu-
lar ooccupation -that he desired, he
evehtually went (o Ireland and set
up a rasing stable, just like anether
of Northelife's proteges, Mr. Ken-
nedy Jones; There he has llved for |
the past three or four years, and it |
may be that lHke others before him, |
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he has become more Irish than the
Irish.
Apparently the old lure of jour-

nalism has mastered him, but it . T . :
amazes his frisnds te find him in the - e by g g
8in Fein camp, for when he lived im i o :

London he was a Tory of the Torles. s - .
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- He was a member of * fashionable
Tory clubs; in dress he was a dandy,
and his associations were chiefly with
the Yruling classes.” There is a pos-
sibility, of course, that he would em-

e th &> And thererare Plenty of Them

and tumult in Ireland to-day this
would appear to be a forlorn hope.
It would be curlous if he were to try

the experiment of changing the
Journal frem a of oplmion to
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to-morrow, profitable though both of
them are, and particularly the Mail,
the Northcliffe fortume would con-
tinue to grow. He can be very re-
- mantic with them if he choses. The
Harmsworth millions are founded on
the rock of Answers and are nour-
ished by a score of other papers, the
names of which are unkhown even
:f:; '!m-iml Journalist ke “Tay
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