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we. Qur midwinter festivals are all ce-
M& of what mankind is pleag-

od to comsider its conguest of nature.
It is civilization that makes winter

endurable and even enjoyable, We

are warm; our stomachs are full; let

the winds howl around the eaves and

the creeping cold try every cramny

and every keybols; we shall not shi-
ver, The ¢8 and cellars are
full; theré (8 a goose to roast and

‘apples to go with it; and somewheére

there is,veilidon in abundance. Or we
cronoh within our cave, pull down
the curtain of skins, leaving but a

fiap open for the escape of smoke,

and consume the strip of dried meat
or & half-frozen root, safe from the
wild beasts and the cold. Having this
fhaven of refuge to retire to, we go
out through the wilderness, immune
to the traps of its white magic and

defylng those ragings of nature be-

fore which It has beretofore been the

law that all animal life should flee

or perish. We neither flee nor perish.
Anether ice t descand upon
the earth and we should live through
It with equaaimity,
~ Such Is civilization. All traditions,
bereditary customs, transmitted
runes, bits of sanctitied folklore,
bave more effective foree in iron

#ome months, and it is inconeelvable

that such an institution can be per- |
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but it is HLN interest of a large
, AERE institetion a4 a penitentiary, in
LT which the chain of responsidility s
[~ Powerfully influenced by the person-
FE. ality of the warden, to leave the ad-
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ent lights. The earnest of one was

| tor their virtues: for
practises of the Puritans were held |

| commuonleatsd to them unti] after ths |
| lncident had gained pubiieity in the |
A curious thing sabout this|

record, and was|
|wnutrd in New Hampshire informa-

!wrmn his removal to an asylum was

tion might have been affected, If he
Weére an American, and this sountry
relieved of the cost of his mainten-
ance. Hockwood Asylum has never
been classed as an institution for the
criminal insane, and his incarcera-
tion there, in view of his record, is
inexplicable. The treatment of the
case Indicates Ignorance of the mams
identity and antecedents.

The incldent recalls the cealebrated
Thomas O'Rellly case, when a pri-
soner serving fifteen years was re-
leased within 'a year in mistake ror
another O'Reilly. Whether these In-
cidents are dus to accident or laxity
Wa are not in a position to judge, but
the government should investigate
the cause and take into serious com-
sideration the early appolntment of a |
sultable man &8 warden of this peni
tentiary.

WHEN CHRISTMAS HAD NO JOY.

No day in the year has such a hold
upon the popular fancy as Christmas
Day. Young and old, rich and poor,
feel in some degree the spirit of good-
will, and make the day one of joy
and gladness by the exchange ot
gifts. In the Christian world it 1a

calebrated in commemoration of the
Nativity or the Birth of Christ, and
is fittingly observed by religious ser-
vices. Its origia 1s shrouded in tra-
dition, but no onme now living would
wish to see the aplrit of Christmas
and the festivities associated with 1t

There was a time In history how-
ever, when the observanoce of Christ-
mas was forbidden by law. This was
during the Puritan domination in

England. The object of the warlike
salnts who surrounded Cromwell was
the esettlement of a free and plous
commonwealth, and among many re-
straints imposed a ban was placed
upoii Christmas festivities. The
Long Parliament gave orders in 1644
that the twenty-fifth day of Deecem-
ber should be strietly observed &s a
fast, and thet all men should pass |t
in humbly bemoaning the great na-
tiomal sin which they and thelr fath-
ers had so often committed on that
day by romplng under the mistletoe,
eating boar's head, and drinking ale
flavored with roasted apples. No
public act, we are told, irritated the
common people more, and on the
following Christmas riots broke out
in several places and the prescrided
searvices were  opealy read in the
churches. Such was the spirit of the
extreme Puritans. All publle amuse-
ments were vigorously attacked.

But the rule of the Puritans pass-
ed with the death of Cromwell, and
A great reaction set in with the Rea-
sloration. The wits and the Puri-
tans, never on friendly terms, looked
on the whole system of human life
from different polnis and in differ-

the jest of the other, and the plea-
sures of each were the torment of
the other. To -the sterm precision
even the Innoocent sport of the fancy
seamed a crime. To the light and
festive natures the solemnity of the
realous bréthren furnished coplous
matier of ridicule. The apirit of the
anti-Puritan reaction pervaded avery
phase of social life. The playhouses,
shut by the -meddling fanatic {n the
day of his power, were #fain crowd-
ed, and from ghe day on which they
reopened they became seminaries of
vice. In literature only Bunyan aand
Milton escaped the contagion that
placed the literature of the day on a
low plane. Nor was this ally/ The
statesmen who followed the Puritans
Were meén who were not conspiouous
the austere

In contémpt snd the standard of mor-
als lowered In consequence.

It is interesting In these days when
the common citisen lives in princel.
tashion, so far as bodily comfort |
concerned, to turn back the pages of |
history and see how people existed
in the good old days when Englana
was called “Meorry England” and her
king the “Merry Monarch.”

History tells us very little about
the great body of the people. It is

usually to0 much occupled with |,

courts and camps to spare a line for
the hut of the peasant and the gar-
thechanie. '
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But the wage earners were not by | under & deception similar to thar

neati them was & elass in constant
receipt of poor relief, estimated at
one-fourth of the population. , The
pooT ratés was the heaviest tax borue
by our ancestors, and it amdunted to
about seven hundred thousand

tire revenue of the crown. The bene-
s that have come to the Jﬂmmﬂn
people with the march of civilization

are amazing when cast into relief by’

the conditions of life two hundred
and thirty years ago, and would be
missed painfully by the laborer as
by the peer. The market place that
€an now be reached In am hour was
distant a day's journéy, The streels
of towns and ecities were absolutely
dark at night, and the pedeost rian
Was in comstant danger of breaking
his neck or of havigg his head brok-
én and being plundered of his small
earnings. To-day any workman who
falls from a scaffold, every person
ruf over by a car, is able to receive
Brompt surgical trestment and COIL -
pensation for his Injuries, benefita
that all the wealth of a kingdom
could mot purchase st the time we

| write of.

Btill more important is the beneflit
which all orders of soclety, and es-
peciplly the lower orders, have de-
rived from the mellitying influence
of eivillzation on the national chy-
racter. It is pleasing to reflect that
the public mind was softened while
it ripened, and that we. have become
in the course of ages not only wiser,
but & kinder people. There
scarcely a page of the history or
lighter 1iterature of the seventesenth

cantury that does not contain proof.

that our ancestors were less humans
than their posterity. The discipline
of workships, of schools. of prgv-m
familles, though not moras efficient
than &t present, was infinkely harsh-
er. Masters were In the habit of
beating their servants. Husbands of
decant station were not ashamed tb
beat their wives, and knowledge was
imparted by beating.-. The populaca
showed no mercy to a risoner, and
If he were put in the pillory he was
fortunate if he escaped with his life
from a shower of stones. Centlemen
formed pleasure partlea to the jall
on court days when women were
Fentenced to be whipped. A present
day boxing match is refined compar-
ed to the fights that were then fav-
orite diversions. Frequently wea-
pons were used, and the loss of an
éye or a finger was ha'led with de-
Mght. The prisons were hells on
earth, seminaries of every.erime and
every disease. But on all this misery
roclety looked with profound indif-
ference. Nowhere could be found
that restless compession which In
our own time extends a powerful pro-
tection to all human bélng wherever
found. The more we study the an-
nals of the past the mors we rejoles
that we lve in a merciful age, in
which eruelty is abhorred, and In
which pain even when deserved is in-
flisted meluctantly and from a sense
of “ duty. Every class has gained
largely by this great moral change:
but the cldss thet has gained most
is the poorest, the most dependeht
and the most defenceless,

it may at first sight seem strange
that soclety, while constantly movy-
ing torward with eager speed, shoxla
be constantly looking bagkward with
tender regret. ‘This springs from
our impatience of the stats In which
wa live, and while it stimulates us
to surpass preceding generations,
disposns us to overrate thelr happi-
ness. It is unreasonable and un-
grateful in us to be constpntly dis-

contented with a condition' which le}

comstantly improving. We  labor
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which misleads the ‘traveller In the |
Arabian desert. Beneath his fest al! |
Is dry and bare, but far in advance !
and far in the rear is the appear |
ance of refreshing waters. A siml-
inr {llusjon seems to haunt nstlions
through every stage of the leng pro-
gress from poverty and barbarism to
the highest degrees of opulence ana
civilisatfon. Comforts and luzuries
are mow ‘within the reach of the
thrifty and diligent that were former- |
ly unknown; medical sclence has
added many years to the lfe of the
average clitizen; and when we stuay |
the matter closer we find that the|
progress of science and the increaws
of wealth have in reality benefited
the many much more than they have
the few.

(anada-East and West -

Dominion Happenings of Other
Days.

Father Marquette,

Few more herode figures ever ap-
-peared in Canadian history than the
intrepid Father Marquette, who was
born in Laon, France, in 1687. He
weé & member of one of the oldest [
and most horored French families.
But of & religious mind, at the
age of 17 years he turned from the '
world and becume a member of the
Society of Jesus. When his studies |
ware completed he volunfeered for |
tission work in the new world, In
Boptoamwebr 1468 he landed at Three
Rivers, Que., abhd after learning the i
language of the Montagnais Indians
be spent a couple of years with them.
Then he journeyed up to Lake Huron '
and across to Sault Ste. Marie, where |
e erected a mission with a mission- |
ary who joiméd him = MHitle later.
He went on to Lapointe a couple
of years afterwards and started work
there among the Indians. War broke
out and the Indians left for Meok- e
inaw, with Marquette accompanying
them in thelr migration. In 1873
ha was chosen to accompany Joliette |
on his mission of ddscovery down the |
Misstssippd River down which they -.
were the first' explorers having de- |
scehded to Arkansas. They returned |
via the ‘liHnois. Then they came
back to Lake Michigan but he had
not been back long when he received
orders to open a misison on the upper
waters of the Ilinols.  He started
to do the work that had been com-
mitted to his hand but he was taken
very iIl ‘while travellmg with the |
Indblans. It was a return of an 1ll-
ness that had previously threatened
his life. The braves brought him
out of the woods to some friends and
did avervthing they could g restore
hdm to health but his stremgth had
been sapped by the hardships he had
undergone and so he passed away.
He was one of thé most daring ex-
plorers of the old regime.
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The Reason Why

Whrﬂnulﬂmﬂdn'ﬂlﬂm

learn to Bwim?

It is strafige fan’t t, that almost
every animal, except man and pos-
sibly the monkey, knows how to
swim naturally: others. such as
birds, horses, dogs, cows, elephants,
can awim as soon as they can move
about alone.

The trouble with man M this con-
nection ia that his natural motion is
climbing. He has been a climber ever
slnce he was developed from the
monkey, and when u throw him
into the water before he has lehrned
to awim, -he naturally starts to olimb
and as a climbing motion won't de,
for swimming, the man will drown.

This climbing motion is as much
of an Instinot in man and monkeys as
the Instinet In doge which causes him
to turn round onée or twice before
his liea down just as his forefathers |
used to do ages ago when, as wild
dogs, they first had to trample the
srass before they could le down
comfortably.

~—From the Book of Wohders.
Published and copyrighted by the
Buresu of Industriql Education, Ine.,
Washington. D. C, _
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See Bibbys
$2.00
Wool Scarfs|

See Bibbys
" $25.00

Men’s and Young Men’s Wear --Where the
New Things are Shown First '

——

S

:

We Believe In Smiles
We have no “cranks" in this store. ;

We never-grumble, no matter how many suits a customer may
want to examine, '

We never frown if we lose a sale. We're glad of the fact that
Fmple think enough of our store and clothes to come in for a
ook.

We're cheerful—-always. .

We've foundit pays and besides —

It makes life all the happier.

P.S.—Don't forget we're now o ffering exceptional values

' Suits And Overcoats
—Men’s Garters

1n—

—Men’s Gloves
—Men’s Mitts
—Men’s Caps

—Men’s Hats

—Men’s Shirts
—Men’s Neckwear
—Men’s Scarfs
".'—-M!'.'n’l Urnbrellu
+—Men’s Bath Robes
~Men’s Smoking Jackets
—Men’s Sweaters
—Men’s Sweater Coats
—Pyjamas

See Bibbys
$25.00

TANK HEATERS

FOR WATERING TANKS.

Graln Growers' Guide Bays:—"Every farmer should use a Tank

Fisater' _
Bay yours early at— i
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TOM SMITH'S
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS

» CADEURY'S
FAMOUS CHOCOLATES

Ju.afﬁnmaco._

Phoues 20 and 990,

o

e

L RN N H-
iiil'irm

LR R
LR N

e ———m e e

R

S B

> 4

1280
aie #ad Inwtrance
ASW. or 17974,

o B i R R

-

i
¥

|

I;‘F ¥




