' rule, was blinded in the midst of

”.

—-tlothes presses and wardrobea

)

‘prompted to all kinds of nolsy mirth

the gambols of children, and partie-

‘fancies of the neighborir : peasan-
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—

After the dinner table was re-
moved, the hall was glven up to the
Younger mambers of the family, who

the Oxonian and Master ‘Bimon,
made its old walls ring with their
merriment, as they played at romp-
ing games. ] delight ia witnessing

ularly at the hagpy holiday ‘season,
and could not help steallng out of
the drawing room on hearing ¢.e of
their peals of laughter. I found
them at the game of blindman's buft.
Master Bimon, who was the lsader of
their revéls and seeme? on all ve-
canions to fulfil the office of that
ancient potentate the Lord of Mis-

the Ball The little belngs were
&8s busy about him as ths mock
fairies about Falstafr; pinching him,
Plucking at the skirts of his obat,
and tiekling him with strawse. One
fine blus-eyed girl of abowt” thir-
teen, with her flazen halr all in
beautiful confusion, her frolle face
In & glow, her frock half tern off
her & complets pleture of
A romp, wad the chief tormentor;
A& 1 from the slyness w which
Master S!mon avoided the smaller
fame, and hemmed . this wild little
aymph in corners, and ob her
o jump -h:-tlu ﬂ:rft::luh:: 1
fuspected the rogue ng s
whit mose blinded than convenlent
When I returned to the drawi

reom, I found the company seate

around the fire listehing to the -
son, who was deeply enscon in
& high-back oaken chair, the work
of soma cunning artificer of ",
which had been brought from' thé}
library for his partioular accommo-
dation. From this venerable plece
of furniture, with which his shad-
owy figure and dark weaszen face so
admirably accorded, he was dealing
forth strange accounts of the popu-
lar npnnl{l'ou and legends of the
surrounding eountry, with which he
had become . mcqualnted in the
uaArian researches.
to think that the
old gentlem himselt was some-
what tineciu with superstition, as
m Aare very apt to be who lead a
recluse and ssquestered life, He
‘Mvye us several cuecdotes of the

course of his an
Iam .- incln

considering the effigy of the
&-:L.dlr which lay on the tomb by
the church altar. At it was the
only monument of the kind in that

of the country, it head always
m regarded. with feelings of sup-
erstition by the neighboring peas-
antry. It was mald to get up from
the tomb, and walk the rounds of
R s iy | Mebis
particularly when undered: an
one old woman, whod® cottage bords
sred on' the churchyard, had seen
it through the windows of the
church when the moon shons, slow-
Iy pacing up and down the alsl It
WhS y that some wrong d
been left unredressed by the deceas-
&4, or some treasur hidden whish
kpt the spirit In a state of trouble

and |
W we were all attertion to ll:ln
parson’s stories, our sars were sud-
denly dssafled by a burst of hetero-
geneous sounds from the hall, In
which were mingled something like
the clang of rude minstrely, with
the uproar of many smali volces and
rlish laughter. The door sud-
nly flew open and a traln came
trooping into the room that almost
might have been taken for the
breaking up of the Court of Falry.
That ind le  aspirft, Master
in the faithful discharge of

his duties as Lord of Misrule, had
concelved the idea i:ll. a ﬁhrht:tmu
mummsery, or maak an ving
callsd in to his assists. e the Ox-
onisn ‘and the young offieer., who
W e equilly ripe for anything that
thould occasion romping and mer-
riment, they had carcied In into in-
stant effect

' The old housekeer=
had bepn

consulted; the antique
rum-
maged and made to yield up ths re-
lics of finery that had not seen the
light of day for several generations:
the of the :

had been privately convened from
parior and hall, and the whole had
besn bedizened out !nto a burlesque
imitation of an anclent masgue.

Master Bimon led . the van as
“Anclent Christmas."” guaintly ap-
parsied in & ruff, a shor t cloak,
which had very much ths sspect of
one of the old housskesper's petti.
coats, and & hat that might have
served for a village steepls, and must
indubltably have figured in the days
of ths Covenanters From -under
this, his nose curved boldly forth,
flushed with & frost-bitten bloom
that seemed the trophy of a
December blast ® WAS ACCOM-
panled by the blue-eyed romp, dish-
ed ap as "Dame Mince Pls,” in the
venarable magnificence of faded
brocade, long stomacher, psaker hat
and high-heled shoes. 4

The young officer appeared as
Robln: Hood in a sporting dresg of
Kendal green and:a foraging cap
with a Id tassal.

The costume, to be sure, did not
bear festimony to deep research, and
thers was an evident eys to the ple-
turesqre, matural to & young gallant
in the presence of his mistréss, The
falr Julla hung on his arm in & pret-
ty rustic dress as “‘Mald n"
The rest of the traln had been met-
amorphosed in various ways: the
girls trussed” up In the ancient finery
ef the belles of the Bracebridge line,
and the striplings bewhiskered with
burnt cork, and gravely clad In
broad skirts, hanging sleeves, and
full-bottomed wigs, to represent the
characters of roast beef, plum pud-
ding, and other worthies celebrated
In ancient maskings. The whols
was under the control of tha Oxon-
ian, in the appropriate character of
Misrule, and I obmserved that he ex-
ercised rather a mischievous sway
with his wand over the smaller par-
sonages of the pageant.

The irruption of this motley crew,
with beat of drum, according to an-
clent custom, was thes consummation
of uproas and merriment. Mastar
Simon covered himself with glory by
the stateliness with which, as An-
clent Christmas, he walked a min.
uet with the peerless, though g
Rling. Dame Mince Ple. It was fole
lowed by a dance of all the charact=
ers, which from its medley of cos-
tumes, seemed as though the old
family portraits had skipped down
from their frames to Joiln in the
sport. Different centuries were fig-
uring at cross hands, and right and
left; thy dark ages were cutting plr-
ougttes and rigadoons: and the days
of Queen Bess; Jiggling merrily down
the middle through a line of suc-
ceeding generations.

The worthy squire contemplated
thesp fantastic sports and this re-
surrection of his old wardrobe with
the simple relish of childish delight.
He stood chucklng and rubbing his
hands and scarcely hearing & word
th> parson said, notwithstanding
that the
Authentically on the anclent and
stately dance of the
cock, from which he
minuet to be derived,
I was in a continual

Pavon or pea-
conceived the
For my part,

excitéement from

th  varied scenes of whim and in- °

nacent gayety passing before me. It
wWas Inspiring to ses wild-eyed frolia
and warm-hearted hospitality bresk-
ing out fro mamong the chills and
gloom of winter, and old age throw=
in . off its apathy and catehing once
morg the freshness of youth#ul ene
Joyment.—Washington Irving in
“The Bketch Book.™ ! o
= e T

A REASON FOR ENOORE,
Mrs. Gabbleg (at the musicale)—
h, Mrs. Noodle, I had s0 much to
#ay to you, and now the planist s
through.'

Mrs. Noodle—"TI'm just dying te
heart it. Let's encore him.™ »

EXPERIENCE TEACHES,

Flatbush—"You know musie has
& wonderful influence over us.'
Bensonhurst—"1 know .
“Did. you ever feel ths power of
a singer over yoy 7"
"DOh, yes, often. I married
you kn_qlr!" T
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Cranberry Jelly Molds
: Lonat

——— =

Foinsettin Salad, Bayou Cooked
Dressing.
Individual Plum FPuddings,
Christmas Pudding Cake.
Almond and Ralsin Acorns.
Cheese, Crackers.
ey Dinner,
Roast Tur;'n 'ﬁm Bausage
rkay -
StuMng and Giblet Gravy.
Celery. Olivea. FPicklea,
on Lettucy

Escalloped Oysters
Candied Bweet Potatoss
Mashed White Potatoes

Meashed Turnipm, Mince Ple,
Fruit Cake, Flain Cakas,
Ralgins, « . .
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AUDITED STATEMENT OF CIRCULATION

The following message, in cand form,

United States b

e,

IPAREL GETS FIR_ ME

Daily British Wlug .

has been sent to over 8,000

the Audit Bureau of Circulations, of Chicago,

To All Advertisers on the .
North American Continent

—em—

S

— - T e

IGHTY-TWO PER CENT of the circulation of daﬁy newspapers in the United
States and Canada that have a circulation of -5,000 or over is audited and verified by
'?l the Audit Bureau of Circulations, ' :
NI __FR The number of A, B. C. newspapers
f, t Pt ber of families in the two countries,
el Lhe total A. B. C. magazine circulation,
more than one for each family,
The total A. B. C. agricultural journal circulation is over 9,000,000, or more
The continent, from ocean to ocean, and from Hudson’s Bay to the Gulf of
without using a single publication that declines’ to give properly
The very few reputable publishers that“are not now members
majority if you, as
statements.
To confine your appropriations to A. B. C. mediums, both in your consumer and trade advertising, is
sound business practice. You expend your own money in the most efficacious way. You also assist
other advertisers and honest publishers to crown the efforts the}%\avn made for the past five years
to replace by system and certainty, the fortuitous conditions thi obtained before the advent of the
Audit Bureau of Circulations,
Persistence and insisterfce in demanding A. B. C.- reports is
will be placed finally*on an exact basis,

w

issued every day is greater than the total nume
ope issue of each, Is over 29,000,000, Again

than one for every farm,
Mexico, can be covered
certified circulation data,

of the Bureau will come over to the
an advertiser, wiI’l insist ppon your rights in the matter of verified circalation

the only method by which iﬂ?:t‘tiaing

Audit Bureau of Circulations .

202 SOUTH STATE STREET, CHICAGO
347 FIFTH AVENUE 'NEW YORK

b

The ab‘_ove are
deni, impartial audit
centrate on the A B.

The British Whig

strong statements but
is steadily losing the
C. papers.

ey are true. The

nfidence of the advertiser, the vast majority

evident in great number. !
Some member of the family is apt

to buy him a pair of rubbers or over-

shoes, !

Soft ocollars are belng worn the

year round and it is quite easy to

Plek out the laleat styles im men's

noa"mnt this type.

T

-

E "A%= o m a

53§

B »

f

=
&0
o o - o i .
_ ] i - P T = =
= ns which tha :
= . O .,_.‘_ |
i - %
i Fi :
r i - -
J.
) A . Fig e

national advertisers in Canada and the
which annually audits the circulation of the
s

paper that is afraid to submit to an indepen-
of whom now con-

is the only A.B.C. paj)er in Kingston
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