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Having constanly before my eyes
A picture of the Grmand Flest Immuna
from torpedo attack, naturally
first question 1 aaked when discus-
sing the situation with Admiral Jel-
licoa and others wae this: “Why not

apply this same principls to merchant |

ahjpa®"

if destroyers couwld keep the stibh-|

, marines away from battleships, they

could certainly keep them away from |

 merchantmen. It is clear, from the
| description already glven, pracisaly
(how the battleships had been made
safe from submarines; they had pro-
ceodod as usual, in a eloas formation,
or “convoy,” and thelr destroyer
screen had proved effective. Thus
logic apparently indicated that the
CORvVoy system was the “answer” to
the submarine.

Yet the convoy, as used in pravious
wars, differed materially from any ap-
plication of the idea which could pos-
slbly be made to the present con-
test. This scheme of salling vessels
in groups, and escorting them by
warships, i3 almost as old as naval
warfare [tself,
teenth century, the merchants of the

Hanseatic League were <ompelled to |
sall thelr ships in convoy as a pro-

tection agalnst the pirates who were
then constanitly lurking in the Baltic
Sea.
this same device to protect its enor-
mous commerce. - In the fifteentih
caniury -the large trade in wool and
wine betwean England and the Moor-
ish ports of Spain was safeguarded
by convoys, and in the sixteenth
century Spain hersélf regularly de-
pended upon massing its ships to
defend Its comrmerce with the West
indies ngainst the piratical attacks
of English and French adventurers.
The escorte provided for these
“floaty’” really laid the foundation
of the mighty Spanish fleet which
threatened England's existence for
more than a hundred years. By the
time of Queen Ellzabeth, the con-
voy had thus become the all prevail-
Ing method of safeguarding merchant
shipping, but it was in the Napol-
eonie wars that it reached its great-
est veefylness. The convoys of that
period were managed
itary precision; there were carafully

Lthe |

The government of Venice used |

ditions apply to a zigragging convor,
| This explained why,
merchant vessel or convoy entered the

a3 3000 as the |
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| Submarine zone, or as soon as a sub- |

marine was sighted, it began Eigra -
ging, first on one side and then on the
other, and always firregularly, . iis
| course® comprising a disjointed line,

which made it a mere chance whether i

the submarine could get into position |

feom which to fire with any cortainty |

of obtalning results. A vessel auiling |

alone could manouvre in this WaY

without much difficulty, but it is ap- |

| parent that twenty or thirty veasels,
| sailing in closes formation would not
| ind the operation a simple one. And
| It was necessary for them to safl in
'close and regular formation, in order
| to make it possible to manouvre them

| and screen them by destroyers: It is

| evident that the closdr the formation |

the fewer the destroyers that would
| b _needed to protect it.  These cir
cumstances make the modern convoy
quite a different affair from the happy
| B0 lucky proceeding of the Napole-
' onle era.

As early as the thir- |

| Merchant Captains Did Not Idke
Convoy.

It Is perhaps not surprising that the
|.Ereatest hostility to the convoys has
always come from the merchant Cap-
tains themselves. In the old days
they. chefed at the time consumed in
assembling the ships, at the necessity
for slower speed to enable the less
|8peedy vessels to keep up with the
| procession, and at the delay in getting
‘Ltheir cargoes into port. In a&ll the
wars inw hich convoys have been used
| it has been very difficult to keep the
merchant captains i1n line. In Nal-
son's day these fine old salts were
|constantly breaking away from their
convoys and takingtheir chances of
running into port unescorted. If the

merchant master of a ceptury ago
rebelled at the comparatively simply |
managed convoy of those days it is|
not sirange that their descendants of |
of the present time should not have
| looked with favor upon the relatively
complicated and difMicult arrange-
 ment required of them in this war,

tand in the early discussions with |
with some mil- {these men at the Admiralty it is not |

surprising that they were almost

stipulated methods of colleeting the | unanimously opposed to the comvoy.
ships, of meeting the cruiser escorts| *““The merchantmen themselves are
at the appointed rendezvous, and of I the chief obstacle to the convoy,” said |
dispersing them when the danger |Admiral Jellicpey, ““We have discus-
Eone was passed; and the naval offi- | sed it with them many times and they
cors were “Hystematically put in declare that it 1s impossible. It i3
charge. The convoys of this period (all right for war vessels to manouyre
Wwersa very large; from 200 to 300 |in close formation, they say for we
Bhips were not an unusual gathering, spend our time practising in these |
and sometimes 500 or more would get | formations, and as they think that it
together at certain im; t places, |is second nature to us. But they say
such as the entrance the Baltie | that they cannot do it. They partic-
But these ships, of course, were very | ularly reject the idea that when in
small, compared with Lbhose of the | formation they can manouvre thelr
present time. It was only neces- |ships in the fog or at nights without
sary to supply such aggregations of jights. They belleve that they would
vessels with enough protecting cruis- | lose more ships through colllsions

erg to overwhelm any ralders which |than the submarines would sink."
the enemy might send against l.]:ml:l:i.1 1 was told that the whole subject
The merchantmen were pot required (had been completely thrashed out at
to sall in any particular formation, |a meeting which had been held at
nor were they required to manouyre |the Admirally on February 2, 1917,
agalpst unseen mysteripus
Neither was it absolutely essential | entersd the war. At that time ten
that they should kee constantly to- 'masters of merchant ships met Admir-
gether; they could even spread them-!al Jellicoe and other members of the
selves somewhat loosely .over the |Admiuilr and had discussed the con-
Oceam. If an enmemy raider appeared |voy proposition at length. In lay-
on the horizon, the scorting cruiser |ing the mmatter before these experi-
or erulsers left the convoy and began enced seamen Admiral Jelllcoe em-
chase; a battle emsued, the convoy |phasized the necessity of good station-
meanwhile passing an its voyage un- | keeping, and he described the clese
tarmed. When its protecting vessels (tormation which the vessels would
had Qlkposed of the attackers, they have to maintain. Jt would be ne-
rejoined the merchantmen. No un- |cessary for the ships to keep together,
usual seamanship was demanded of{he explained, otherwise the submar-
the merchant captalns, for the whole m? ;ﬂﬂuﬂ pick ;}E ﬂmhn;r;uli&tru. }i[ff

. ibility for their saf rested | A8 masters w er it wou
wmn escorting cmuar:fr be possible for eight merchant ships,
with a speed which varied Perhaps
; two knots, to keep station In Mne

New Problems,

ahead (that is, in single file or col-
Beating off an occaslonal surface {[umn) 500 yards epart, and sail in
ralder, which necessarily fights in the |two columns down the channel.
-open, is quite a different proceedure| *'It would be absolutely impoesible,’
drom protecting an aggregation of ves- |the ten masters replied almost in a
-sels from the enemies that discharge [Chorus

~torpedoes under the « As part

‘protection against such lnsiduous at-
tacks, both the merchant ships and
the  escorting men-of-war of today
had in this war to Kee

Lack of Trained Merchant Oaptains,
A discouraging fact, they say, was
P UP a parpet-|yhat many of the ablest merchant eap- |
. fodeed taias had goneinto the navy, and that
many of those who had replaced them
could not be depended on' to handle
their ships in such formation.
“We have so fow competent deck of-

vantage-
ng its

‘torpedo, it had 4o approach
& few hundred yards in
Ats vietim In & vital
fact llunuthnli.;m keaes
Was one of the
Ang destruc

to it 1be on the bridge the whole twenty-
§ MET® | four.-hours,” they said, and the dif-
An itselll| ey
of avoid- engine-room. In order
becama 1o yeap the ships constantly the game
distance apart it would be DOCAsSEATry
aocurately to megulate their speed:
the battleships could do this beeause
tthnr h&m elaborate devices for
. hl.‘ln[ i
“her, l:ilhmm 'lr]luu. the small peris-
<ope showing only occaglonally, and
fire liér torpedo at short range as the
‘ship passed by. Except in the case
0f very slow vessals. sha could ' of
uly when she was not
the course of her advancing
Prey when she first sighted her.
]ri 5 lh- L] m mt"
ty game was usually defeated; the
submarine never knew in what direc-
: o go in order to get within

foes. | about six weeks befores America had |

Within | aoars that the captain would have 10 | bod

(apt. Zwipng, UL SH,

Gl of JIoLL 2o
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light. The masters amphasized thelr
conviction that they preferred to sail
alone, each ship for herself, and to lat
each one take its chances of getting
into port.,

s e

Difficulty in Ove Opposition,

And there the matter rested. 1 had
the opportunity ot discussing the con-
Yoy system with several merchant

captains, and in these discussions they

ly echoed the views which had
been expressed at this formal confer-
ence. 1 do not belleve that British
naval officers came in contact with a
:{:L;:hmmhm :ﬁnllur who favored
8 Yoy at t me. They we
not doubtful abo S then

¥ Of seamen; thelr first thought

Iill:n:ﬂ serve thei
tause; their attitude in this
matter ‘was not obstinacy; it simply
that the convoy system would entail
‘shipping loses than were then
E inflicted by the German sub-
l-l.::hu. .
any naval officers at that time
t::l“?hh?. mr;n- They opposed
Convoy not o on these grounds:
its introduction would mean tm.uml.f»
ately cutting down the lonnage ff-
teen to twenty per cent., because of
the time and in the slower average

- 'mef—ons
‘the other

I country and the |

their sincere mrhtlnnﬁ

eﬂﬂrn-; eliminated the convoy from
consideration, At the time I arrived
the proposal was still belag discyssed
the rate at which the Germans were |
sinking merchantmen made this in-
evituble. And thers scemed to be
two schools among the Allted naval
oppospd to the convoy, and
insisling that it should be

Kiven a ftrial.

| e Ared Nere? HorCollede wiich
‘ mer' w7 Fr/S 70 delierrrine plons Lor

Coordr Rl /77§ T4e el orly of ZheAjres

tial defect of the patrol system, as it rows to keep them out of New York
was then conducted, was that it was | Harbor;- and  our
primarily a defensive measure. Each |saw periscopes and
destroyer cruised around in dn as- padoes everywhere
elgned area, ready to assist vessels Florida.
in distress, escort ships through her |prehension that, in the early days of
own “'square” and Incidentally at- |the war, American destroyers regular-
tack & submarine when the upnnrtml-!ly Patrolled our cosst -tnukinp; for
ity offered. But the mere fact that |these far {lung submarines. Yet the
A destroyer was patroling d particular |idea of seeking them this WAy was
WFeR meant only, as already explained, absurd. Even had we known where
that the submarin, had ucmnlunallylthe submarine was located thers
to sink out of sight until she had would have been little likellhood
passed by, Consequently the sub- that we coud ever have sighted 1t to
marine proceeded to operale when-|gay nothing of getting near #t. Buap-
ever a destrover was not In sight, and | po8e that we learned Ihut a German
this was necessarily most of the time, | U-boat was operaling off Cape Cod:
for the submarine zone was such a we might have had the exact latitude
big place and the Allled destroyer (and longitude where she was suppos-
fleet was so pitifully small that it was ®d to be at a particular moment At
impossible to cover it effectively. Un- |the time mescage was sent the '.uh-
der these conditions there were VEryY \marine might have been Iving on the
few  encounters between destroyvers luurfnfa ready to attack a p-u.nlu; mer-

and submarines, at least In the waters | chantman, but even under these con-
soulh and west of Ireland, for the

eubmarines took all precautions a-
gainst getting close enough to be |
sighted by the destroyers.

Lthe wakes of tor-
from Maine to

reached her quarry,
U-boat saw the é&nemy
she would simply have ducked under

Yet the British and French navies the water and remalned there In per-
were not the only ones which at this | tect safety. When all danger had pas-
time were depending upon the patrotised she would hawe bobbed up to ths

approaching,

Arrctlcon G071l Shp Llcet wyth QesZroyers SCtrngss
- B 5% c | | P

away submarines,

courss, was to
Some to the anti-submartne
fight in order to get

4 I have made this
Im';-pu.tm

coasting veroels |

So prevalent was this ap-|

(Phasize that the patrol system was
necessarily uneucoessful, becauss |t
| made almost imposstble any combaty
i with submarines and afforded vary
' little protection to shipping. . The ad-
| ¥antage of the convoy eystem, as its
advocales now urged, was precisaly
(that it made such combats inevitable.
In other words, it meant offensive
wWariare. It was proposed to sur<
Tound each eonvoy with a protect.
Ing' screen of destroyers. precisel o
45 in the case of the battls flast. Anv
submarine which attempted to tor-
Pedo a convoyed ship could therefora
' do 8o only In waters that wera {nfest-
od with destroyers. Just as soon as
'the torpedo started on ils course and
theé tell-tale wake appeared on tha
surface the prodecting ships would
| immediately begin sowing the waters
\with their depih charges. Thus tha
| Germans would have to fight fou
@very ship which they attempted to
|8lnk, instead of sinking them vonven-
lently In waters that were fres of
destroyers, as had deen their prive-
{lege. hitherto. The great advantage
|of salling ships through waters thal
| ware completely protected by destroy-
ers had been shown in the immuna
jzone  which had been established
|across the Channel from Dover ta
Calais and from Folkestona to Bou+
logne. By arranging ships in com-<
pact oconvova and protecting themy
'with destroyers we would really cre-
ateé another lmmune zone of this
kind, only it would be & movable one,
| Wa ahould establish, say, a squara
imila of the surface of the ocean in
{which submarine could not aperata
| without great danger, and than we
| would move that square mile along
funtil port was reached.

| The Nervous

| School Child
;Hmlu Rich, Red Blood to Regain
. Health and Strength. '

. Many children start school in ex-
| cellent health, but after a ghort time
| home work, examinations, hurried
meals and crowded school rmmli
| cause Lhelr blood te become weak)
' and thin, their nerves over wrought!
' and thelr color and splrits lost. 1t is
| & greal mistake to lst matters drirt
| when boys and girls show symptoms
‘.ul.' narvousness or weak blood. Thay
| are almost sure to fall victims of St
| Vitus dance, or drift Into debility
| that leads to other troubles. Regu-
. lar meals, out-door exercise and plen-
ty of sleep are necessary to combat _
| thé nervous wear of séhool llfe. But
| It is still more imporfant that par-
| enis should pay strict attention to the
| school child's blood supply. Keep
| this rich and red by giving Dr. Wil-
| llams Pink Pills according to direc-
| tiona and the boy or girl will be-stur<
dy and fit for school. The valus of

ditions the destroyer could never l:uu,*n»‘ir3 Dr. Williams Pink Pills in cases of
for as soon as the| this kind is shown by the statement

| of Mrs. Pearl 0. Harrington, Kings-
| ¥ille, Ont., who says:—*'']l have often
| felt that I should write you and let
| you know wheat Dr. Willlams Pink
Pills did for me. At the age of thir-
teen 1 was afflicted with St. Vitus
dance. The trouble became 0 se-
vere that 1 had to be taken from
school. I was given medical treat-
ment but it did not help me, in fact
I was steadily growing worse. Then'
a friend advigped my mother to glve
me Dr. Willlams Pink Pills. which
she did, with the happlest resulta, as
| the pills completely eured me and [
E was agaln able to take up my studles
and attend school. Again about threa
yeard ago 1 was attacked with ners
vous prostration and once more took
Dy, Willlams Pink Pills, and after us-
ing five boxes was fully restored. I
cannot pralse these pills too highly
as I belleve they will cure any case of
8t. Vitus dance, or restore anyons
who is weak, nervous or run down. |

You can safely give Dr. Williams
Pink Pills to the most delicats child,
or take them yoursell with equally
good results when you need a blood
tonic. These pllls are sold by all
dealers in medicine, or will be sent
by mail, post paid, at 50 cents a bax
¢ six boxes for $2.50 by The Dr. Wil
liams Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

It is not falr to the wife to have
the husband say frequently "I have
made quite a bit of money since I
was married.” “"We" should take the
place of the pronoun,

In place of positive proot & good
many pecple expect you and me to
accept supposition for more than it ig
worth., - 1
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GRAY'S SYRUP

RED SPRUCE GUM

Brarybady buys ihe Large Stee o
Montvea] D.WATSON & CO., New York




