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took ‘& SO At ron of
surface ships, operating
fiours, to et a submarnne
out of it and started on
journey, we alwayvs- knew
one came out: and we knew not only
that but we knew whiceh one it wad
and possessed the name «
its commander, and other valuable d
I{ugl_;_ M ., wo knew whers
went and kept charts, on wi
‘we plotted from day to day the vo
rage of each particular submarin
*Why didn't vou sink it then?”
ithe question u ually asked
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Eight U-Boats At Work.

Now in this densely packed
ping arena, extending, 2ay, Irom the
north of lreland to Brest, there wer
| seldom more .than elght or ten
| MArines operating at one Tin
"The largest number I had record
was fifteen; but this was exceptiona

|

any

"'1hE usual number was four, six. eight.

or perhaps ten. We estimated that
the convoys and troopships bhrought in
ireports of sighting about 300

imarines for every submarine actuall
lin the field. We also estimated that,
|for every hundred submarines |
ithe Germans possessed, they could
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the open sea. The rest were on their
way to the hunting grounds, or
turning, or in port being refitted and
resupplied,. ' have
kept, let us say, fifty submarines con-
stantly at work on the great shipping
- routes in the winter and ' spring of
1917—before we had learmed how to
handle the situgtion—nothing ecould
have prevented Her from winning the
war. Instead of having sunk 850 -
000D tons in a single month, she would
have sunk 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 tons
The fact is that Germanv, with all
her microscopie preparations for war,
neglected to pl'-wnlf- herself with the
one instrumentality with which
might have won it!

This circumstance, that so few sub-
marines could aeccomplish such
tructive results, shows how formid-
able was the problem which we faced.
Gf"lTl'I-'J-li_‘f could do this, of course, be-
cause the restricted field in which
she was able to operate was so con-
Ftantly and so densely infested with
valuable shipping, *

Could Germany

she

ilps-

In the above 1 have been deserib-
ing the operations of the U-boats in
the great area to the west and south
of Ireland. But there weére other
hunting fields, particalarly on the
enst toast of England, in the area ex-
tending from Harwich to Newcastle,
This was the headquarters of a great
trade between the North Sea ports of
England and Norway and Sweden.
consisting ef essential products like
Jumber and many manufactured ar-
ticles. Every four days a convoy of
from forty to gixty ships left this
region for Scandinavia; [ usge the
werd “convay”, but the operation wa
& convoy only in the sense that the
#ships sailed in bunches, for the nav
WEE unable to provide them with an
adequate escort—seldom more
one or two destrovers, or a

" ¥achts and-trawlers. Smaller types
of submarines, known as UBs and
UCe, came out of Wilhelmshaven
and the  Skager Rack, and constant-
!]:r, preyederpone-thiz-ebastal shipping.
‘hése submarines differed {rom the
U-boats in that they were smaller, of
mbout 3650 and 400 tons, and in that
they also carried mines, which they
were, constantly laying. They were
much handier than the larger types:
they could rush out more quickly
from their bases and get back, and
they did an immense amount of dam-
age to this coastal trade. The value
' of the shipping sunk, of course. did
not .compare with the losses which
Great Britaih suffered on the great
Trans-Atlantic routes, but the prob-
Jem was a sérious’ one, because the
supplies which these ships brought
ﬂﬁh F?iﬁf_"'l"l.ﬂﬁl to
sides these two types—the L-
boats and the UBs anll UCs—the
Germans had another type of sub-
. marme—the great ocean eruisers
These ghips were g long as a small
purface cruiser and half again as long
M8 a destroyer, and their displace-
ment sometimes rfached 3,000 tons,
They carried crews of seventy men,
could cross the Atlantic three or four
times without putting into port, and
Jsome actually remained away from
their bases for three or four months,
But they were very unhandy vessels:
[ it took them a relatively long ti#fne
to submerge, and, for t i Treason,
(they could not operate ardind the
i nel and other places where anti-
- anne craft were most numerous.
dn fact, these vessels, of whigh the
Germans had in commission rhaps
half a dozen when the armist Was
signed, accomplished little in the
War. They were used mainly for
- strategic purposes. One or two were
Fusually stationed off the res, not
Lin the expectation of ge
‘shipping—they sank few merchant-
émen—buat in the hope of diverting
anti-submarine craft from the miain
tre of operations., In this. how-
‘ever, they did not succeed: in fact, ]
cannot see that these great cruisers
accomplished anything that justified
i expense and troubla inveolved in

ding them,
. This, then, was the type of war-
_&u which the Germam submarines

re waging upon Allied shipping.
What were the Alied navies doing
to check them ‘In

!.f Apnl, ‘1917?  What anti-subma-
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'WHAT THE U-BOAT PROBLEM REALLY WAS

Evervhody Had A Plan.
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méans of cheeking. thé underwater
2 p bV Y NewsaEser, ”H:l-l:".i.i'.'-rl.".
publie man and gentleman _.Lt his cluab
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more than
stationary, whereas
moving. For our ships
such emplacements
would be like putting a blind prize
highter up against an antagonist w
CAn s8¢ and who has arms twice
long as his enemy’'s.

“"We can send as many sghips as we
wish on such an expedition, and they
will all be destroved, ' The
guns would probably get them on the
first salvo, certainly on the
Lhere is nothing the germans would
0 much Like to have us tryv."
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Why Not Barrage Aecross J'arth Sea?
Another idea suggested hy a glance
at the map was the construction of a
Farrage across the North Sea from
the Orkneys to the coast of Norway.
The distanee did not seem Very
great—on the map; in reality it was
two hundred and thirty miles and the
water 15 from 360 to 960 feet in depth

Eil

holes, the
certainly- we ean do the - next best
thing; we can '‘pen them up in the
North Sea, Then we can route all
our shipping to ppbints on the west
cbast of England, and the problem is
solved.

| discuss~d s proposition with
British navv mun and their answer
was quite to the point.
“If we haven't mines enough to
build a successful barrage across the
straits -of which only
twenty miles wide, how ean we con-
struct a barrage aneross. the North
~ea which is 2307

‘A year afterward, as will appear,
this plan. came up in mere practical
form, but in 1917 the idea was not
ampong the possibilities—there were
Bot mines epough in the warld to
build such a barrage.
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On our sidy of the Atlantic, and, to
A certain exts % in England itself,
there was a beli™ that placing guns
and gun crews on merchantmen was
the most effective means of meetin
the submarine. Some of the old Bri-
tish merchant salts held to this view.
“Cife us a gun and we'll take care
of the submarines all right,” they
J£pt saying to the Admiralty. The
idea was fundamentally fallacious.
In the American Congress, just prior
to the declaration of war, the arming
of merchant ships became a great
political issue; scores of pages in the
Congressional Record are filled with
discussion pro and ecom; so far as the
protection of shipping was concerned,
however, all this was wasted eratory,
Those who advocated arming mer-
chant ships had simply failed to
grasp the fundamental facts of sub-
marine warfare. The quality that
makes the submarine so difficult to
deal with is its invisibility. The great
political issue involved in the sub-
marine controversy, and the issue
that brought the United States into
the waf, was that of sinking mer-
chant uhir without warning. It was
¢ submarines sank without
waming that a dozen guns placed
on a imerchant ship
cally no protection,
The lcokout on & merchantman
|I'!ﬂ'uIil not see the submarine for the
| very good’ reason that the submarine
was under the watér: it was anly by
a happy chanee that he could sea the
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merchantmen were torpedoed and
sunk off Queenstown, gnd in no case
was a periscope of a confing tower
seen. The English never trusted
,l.h--lr battleships at sea without des
troyer escort, and certainly if a bat-
| tleship, with its powerful armament
| could not protect itself from subma-
rines, t was too much to expect that
an ordinary armed merchantman
would be able to do so. 1 think the
Lifact that few American armed a1
| were attacked and sunk in 1917 ereat-
ed the impression that their guns
afforded some protectyon* But this
was, policy on Germany's part. She
| expected, as I have said, to win the
war lomg before the United States
could play an effective part in it. She
Wwas <therefore refraining from any
| unnecessary acts that would still fur-
ther embitter the American people
against her. She was ulso playing up
to the pacifist elements in our ecoun-
try in order to keep us from using
against her such forces as we already
had st hand. The reason American
armed merchantmen were not sunk
was because they were not sériously
attacked. I have already shown iﬁ:w

casily Germany could sink them when
she tried. Besides, the chief Argu-
ment against relying upon armed
shipe was that this was a defensive
measure, whereas' the. extremely
grave situation we were then facing
demanded the most enerpetic offen-
sive methods. Yet the arming of
mchant ships was justified as a
dinor measure.’ It accomplished one
end-—it forced the submarine to sub-
merge and to uvse torpedoes instead
of gunfire. This in itself was a great
ain, because the Germans much pre-
erred to sink ships with projectiles
than with torpedoes, for thear sup-
iec‘ﬁl of these latter issiles was lim-

® &

| Mines and Patrols, Two Ways of 7
Fi[’htii;t L'-Boats, ¥
In_April, 18177 the British navy
was fighting the submarine mainly in
two ways: it was constantly sowing
mines off the ent~ Y%e to the sub-
marine bases, m= .'as Ostend , and
Zeebrugge, and-in . the . Heligoland
Bight—operatiofs that accomplished
little, for Germans swept them up
almost as fast as they were planted;
and it was patrolling the sub ne-
infested area with anti-submarine
craft. The Admiralty was depend-
almost exclusively upon this pa-

CRErTINS /72 1he Trrsh Ses,

Lorst irngddmiral OLMS :

Weeks He was rfe :a,arm_:m@
Comanender of 77 Lorcés

came to the surface within fighting
I'tnfe of this alert and speedy little
suriace ship ran great risk of being
sunk. This is the fundamental fact
which regulated the whole anti-sub-
marine campaign. The destruction
of the submarine was highly probable
in case the destroyver could get a fair
chance at het. It is evident, there-

vet thizs, the ¥ means w
seemed to hold forth much prnm*.‘
ise of defeating the submarine, was
making httle p

For this

pressing into service all available
destroyers, yachts, trawlers, sea-go-
mg tugs, and other light vessels—al-

periscope—oprovided ome were ex
ed. The first intimation whieh
'rl::lrchant.man usually had that a U-|

t was in his neighborhood was |
the e-xp]tﬁé?’ﬁ% of the torpedo in his!
ill. "In six weoks, in the & ring lﬂ'-’!i
early summer of 1917, y armed

the * wirelass,

most anything that could carry a
& gun, and depth charge
Atﬁti‘:ttime Hmva_]i iefly w

was destroyer, naval war
had dembdnstrated that the <abmarine

fore that a proper German strategy
would consist in so dig psing its sub-
marines that they eou)/ conduct their
operations with the r.inimum risk of
meeting their  -ost cffective enemies
while a nropeny . eived . Allied
strategy would consiit in so congrol-
ling the sitoation that the submarines
have constantly to meet them,
Frankness compels me to say thal, in
the eariy part of 1917, the Germans
hyd , the vpper hand in this strateri.
game; that is, they were so domina-
ting the camipai that they were

could ngt successfully battle with the
destroyer; that any U-beat - which §

constantly Allied shippmyg |

._._

Str Edwiara Corson First Lord of the
A Aniralty when Admiral SIMS arrived
tnLrngiond rn Aoril Z D27 v et 27 53

without having to meet the Allied
destrayers, while the Allied destro -
et were dispersing their energics
over the wide waste of waters. ut
the facts in the situation, and not
any particular superior skill on the
part of the German navy, gave the
submarine this adunt;rg, Bri-
tish were most hervically struggling
ngainst the difficulties imposed by the
mighty task which they had assumed.
The British navy, like all other na-
vies, was utterly unprepared for this
iype of warfare, thus, in 1917,
it l:-'utfu“jl' lacked™ the surface wves-
it
manded, not omly for the ordinary
parposes of its fleet, but for meeting
m;}:ghmnhriine warfare a= well
probiem, which proved so em-
barrassing can be stated in the sim-
ple terms of arithmetic. Frerything
reduced itself to a question of des-

troyers. In April, 1917, the British

_man fleet seriously attempted a great

navy had in commission hbout 200 of
this indispensable type of warship;
many cf them were old, and others |
had - been pretty badly worn and |
weakened by three years of pgrticu:|
larly racking service. It wus the |
problem of the Admiralty to place|
these destroyers in theote fields where |
they could best serve the Allied cause. |
The one fact that apparently rose su-
perior to all others, was that a fio-|
illa of at least 100 destroyers must |
be continually kept with -the Grand
Fleet, ready to go into action®at al
moment’s notice. The whole strategy
of German naval operations ‘as well |
as British centered wupon this
destroyer situation, since it was chief
ly the destroyer that could defeat
the submarine campaign

Lserman Policy of Defeating Destraoy-
. ©ri.

it was therefore the part of wis
dom for the Germans to handle their |
navy strategically in the way that|
would best promote this general aim
—that is, to resort to every possible
move that would keep British de-
stroyers from attacking German sub-
marines. The policy of the Garman
High Seas Fleet, that of keeping the
battleships land-lecked in German
harbors, promoted this end more than
any single manoeuvre, Had the Cer-

sen battle, it would unqguestionably |
have been defeated, jand such a de-
feat would have meant an even
greater disaster than the loss of the
pattieshipe, for it would have releas-
ed more than 100 British destroyers
vhich counld have boen usad meat of i
fectively against German submarines.
By keeping its dreadnaught fleet in

tact, always refusing to give battle
and yet always threatening an en-
gagement, the Germans penned up
100 British destrovers in the Orknevs

—qlestroyers which otherwise —misht
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Your upset stomach will feel fina!
NO walling! When your meals don't |
fit and you feel uncomfortable, when |
you belch -gases, acids or raise. sour|
undigested food When wou [‘{*iﬂ!
lumps of Indigestion pain,' heartburn |
¢r heéadache from acidity, just sat a
tablet of harmiless and reliable Pape's |
NMapepsin and the stomach distress |
is gone. - of

Miltlons of people know the magic |
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2> INDIGESTION 2.

“Pape’s Diapepsin’’ relieves Sour, Gassy, Acid
Stomachs at once—no waiting! Read.
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have done most destructive work

| 4gainst German submarines off the

coust of Ireland. The mere fact that
the German High Seas Fleet had once
engaged .the British Grand Fleet off
Jutland, constantly - sugpested the
likelihood that the attempt might be
repeated , and was thus an inﬁuemn.’l
which tended to keep these destroyvers
at Scapa rlow. Many times during
that cnitical period the Admiralty dis-
cussed the question of releasing
those destroyers, or a part of them.
for the anti-submarine Campaign;

yet they always had to decide—and

decide wigely—dgainst any such di-
vision. At that time the German
dreasinaught fleet was not immeas-
urably inferior to the British: it had

|4 protecting screen of about 200 des

troyers; and it would have been madl-
ness for the British to have gone into
battle with its own destroyer screén
placed several hundred miles AWaY,
off the coast of Ireland.
How Hospital Ships Were Attacked.
ermany likewise practically im-
mobilized a donsiderable number of
destroyers by attacking hospital
ships. It was impossible for Ameri-
cans and Englishmen to belfeve at
first that these dastardly attacks
were intentional; they so callously
violated all the rules of warfare and

|all the agreements for lessening -the

horrors of war to which Germanyv Rer-
self had become a party, that there
was a tendency in our enlightened
country to give her the benefit of
the doubt. As a matter of fact, not
only were the submarine attacks on
'l-ru:rp”.:'lt ":h!i_'r"i 'l';'.{"H!"l-!"T'ﬂh", bt GrfT-
many officially informed us that they
would be made! The reasons for this
warning are ¢lear enough. Until we
received such warning hospital ahips
had put to sea uncseorted by war-
ships, depending for their safety upon
the—rules of the Hapte Conference
U St
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of Pape's Diapepsin as an antacid
They know that most indigestion and
disordered stomach are from acidity
The relief comes quickly, no disap
pointment! Pape's Diapepsin tastes
itke candy and a box of this world-
famoue indigestion réllet costa so
little at drug stores, Pape's Diapep-
gin helps regulate yvour stomach so
You can eat favorite foods without
fear
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PERFECT END OF A DAY.,
Cool, comfortable feet, no burning, itch-

That's what Mercury  Socks havetmadu

possible.

Designed for foot ~conifort-as well as dura-

bility! Carefully knit,

plenty-of foot room, no

samping anywhere to pave material—all factors
of the Mercury quality.

Tested threads and

arns-and permanentadyes

are our assurance of durability.

M ; socks arermade in a-wide-range-of
Mtﬂ;} from the finest-silk for dress wear to
heavy wool for rough outdoor use.

If your deader does not~carry Mescury ;hose,

send us his name.

MERCURY MILLS, LIMITED,-Hamilton, Canada
WMakers of Merenry” Underwgar: and” Hosiery for Men,
asd Childecn.
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in the numbers which were de-




