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THE DAILY

(1) The colors of the 42nd at Place Viger
Station, Montreal, on the day of the home.
coming. \

(2) Lt.-Col. G. 8. Cantlie. D8.O. whn took the
42na-over—formerly n_jf the C. P. R.

(3) Pipers of the 42nd legding the Battalion in
to Mons on the day the Armistice was signed

(%) 42nd Highlanders *3*1: off the C. P.
train at Place Viger, Montreal,

(0) Home at last—42nd Highlanders arrive at
Place Viger Station, Montreal:

(6) Originals of the 42nd Highlanders leading
the parade through Montreal,

(7) Lt.-Col. R. T. Ewing, M.C., D.8.0,, who
brought the 42nd home.

(8) Half a million people welcomed the re-
turning 42nd Highlanders to Montreal

Photos L'_l_'-.‘ courtesy of C, P. R,
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’ I "HE 42nd Battalion, aMiiated with
the &th- Royal Highlanders of
!I! - |

nireal. which. arcizved from
Overseas in Montreal aon Tuesday,
March 11th, gained a record with the
Canadian Corps for bhard fAghting.
5eCond to none among the kilted ba
talions under the command ol Lieut
Ueneral Currie,

Major Copse. Sanctuary Wood,
Hooge, were Iils real baptlsm of Are
At the Sémme -notably Fabeck (ira-
ben and Zollern Trs nebh—the - 42nd
WaE In some of the bloodiesi filghting
in the area. At Vimy Ridge it was
one of ths jumping off units and

ached its first pbiective in hall an
nour, the record for the rps. Pas-

haendaele added Inore laurals to
he battalion’s récord, -gome of thi
raviest fighting on the left flank. in
which the *‘German fnal positions
were taken, falling to the lot of th
flighlanders. It wag In the serim-
inage at Hill 70 on the return of the
Corpe to Lens and when Amiens
came last year, the 42nd bheld in leash

-for a short time, broke through the

left on the third day and completed
the discomfiture of the Germans. In
the battle for the Hindenburg line
&l Drocourt—Queant it took a minor
but important part and when Cam.
bral was menaced by the Alliss, the
4ind were the first to thrust tham.
sglves into the town,_having a race
with a Britisgh Highland ragiment
driving the Huns from house to house
and - chalking up each Bitreet at it
was taken go tha imperials would
ot capture jt again ™ Valenciennes:
also Agures on the escutcheon of this
gallant battalion, which was the first
lo enter Mons on the day of the
Armistice,

When the Seventh Brigada of the
Third Division was formed in France
on December 22, 1915, under Briga-
dier-Ceperal A L. Mardone'l. now
the commander af the Firat Division
the 42nd Battalion had already been
three months at the front acting as
&n extra unit and taking an+almost
regular turn o the trenches The
batlalion had been recruited and mo-
bBillzed In Montreal in February,
1915, and during its five months |
training In Canada 1t developed a
splendld reputation for efficleney and.
Smariness. After being attached to
the First Divisien ss reserve in the
Floegeieart-Neyve Eglise area It join.
ed the Seventh Brigada then about to
taks up ifs position on the south of
he Ypres sallent

On arrivai in fromt of Kemmel the
satlalion was sant Inte the line as &
working force amd untl] Jangary
=0th it was repairing, dralnieg and
building up sandbag defences, at the .
same time patrolling long sectiona of
irenches, being continually under the
sulping fire from the enemy. On
March 30th, after a shor: reat, In |
which more training was andargone. '
the battalion moved into the line
with the 48t4, relleving the British
iTth Brigafe, which had szffered
Beavily. It was hers that the Cana- |
dians surprised the Germans by first
using the BStokes mortar’ tha Ger-
mane belleving that the bombs which
gropped 40 accurately ia thelr trea-
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LUk came - [rom ae

Whila
sSir Doy
tallon and
Kiltles A
ing that t
body eof troops

In the Germar
the 42nd was «
cies, whean the
wWith fAammenweriér streamin
on the delerders In” that |
defence the 43nd lost heavi r,
with the 49th arnd Princess Pats 1
maintained the reserve llne Intact
In all the attacks and counterat
tacks at Sanctuary Wood and Hooge
the Montreal Hichlanders had Lheir
share, In many places t king part
hand to hand Behting ;
panfes which Lad b
from reserve at
lune 2nd came thro gh terrific shel
fire and arrived just in time to rally
thelr hard pressed romrades. In the
report of the divisional ommandsr
e mentions that half an hour's delay
wWould nave been fatal and meant
annililation of the rest of the bhat
tallon. The losses of the battallon &t
that time were practically 500 ‘men
amnd Nty per cent of the aMcers

Taking thelr share of trench work
but with no major actions for a com
siderabls time the 42nd stayved 1n the
“"Bloody Ballent” untll Sentember
:1:'-. when a move was made [rom
Steenvoorde which was eventually to
iand them in the terrif tghting of
the Bomme, with theair diy ialon
From the 1ith onwards for a whale
month there came the long, groelling
struggies for Courcelette and the
famous Fabeeck Graben and Zollern
sWitch lines, The 42nd, with its bro-
ther battalions of the Sevanth BRri
Eade, moved up from Usna HIl
through the crumbiing commenlea
Liol trenches under an appalling fire
from the susplelous German artillery
It arrived on time and by {ts atteck
kept the Huns fully occupled while
the Second Division on the Tight
wentt after the famous sugar refinery
and the village of Courecelaite. Fa
beck Graben was & trench on a low
ridge which commanded the village
and the 42nd and Princesa Pats were
told off to take the rositlon. The
Highlanders reached their firet ahjec.
tve in fifteen minues after sanguln-
ary bayonet fighting and before dusk
861 In had establiahed themssives In
the redoabt. An _itempt by the Rordl
Canadian Regziment to go further and
gain the Zollern Trench was defegted
by beavy artillery fire and they too
found themseives in the Fareck (ira.
ben. Later in the afternoon the 42Ird

drove forward in &n attemnt to iags |

the Zalern Trezch but half way met
& strong counter-attack the Germans
were launching on Coarcélette. This
they hroke bgt the altack on Zollern
was slajemate.

Heavy fighting Defers .Regina
Trench every day and night was the
lot of the Highlanders until Oetober
Snd, when the 42nd participsted im
the attack along the West Miranmont
road, which it was heped would Eive

ud possession of Regina. The attack:

Ialled, aithough the Highlanders held

e

on wuntil compelied to fail back oa
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rold position {n the colléri by the
pattalicon on thelr
gL
I'hen the Corps moved northward
o Arras where raiding was carrisd
vl exlensively, in which the 42nd par-
ICi palad Alter Arras came Vimy
on April#th, 1917 The objes
the 42ud was to the right of
The battalion reached this
allergumping off, al.
g were not favorabls
. oeavy sleat which was
Alllng. In less than three hours they
wWeére able to report that they had
their line well -r-r::a'fﬁ'riu:ul and mcocre
prisoners had fallen'‘to the kilted men
Irom Montreal than they had casualk
ties. All through the day the 42ad
held pn, suflering from an enfillading

fire from Hill 145 but never flinching,

until that evening the Fourth Divl
slon  toek the position that weas
bothering them

in October, |917, the 42nd Battalion
found {tselfl with its division at Paa-
schasndaelr, The Highlanders were
OBe of Lhe attacking units to the
North East and after neavy fighting
over the muddiest Eround they had
yel encouniered, they were able 1o
gain the main German trench Junt
autside the shattered village. It was
the objective that was pesded for the
phase of the attack and on thelr relief
by men of the Flrst Mvislon the cap
ture of the town which Imperial and
Ausiralians Lhad atlempted to take
three times, was complete.

in November, the battalion was!
back sgain befars leens and later
with the rest of the Corps, It l'ﬂ-ahd
into obliviom, that pericd whem the
Canadians underwent the open fght-
ing training which was later to stand
them in such pood siegd. The day
before the aitask Amiens on Au-
EUsl ®th, 1318, the Highlanders weps
moved up to the support lines of the
First Divigslon, which was tn have
the homor of jumping off. On the
tidrd day of the atiack, when victory,
Wis g0 camplete {t peeded vigorous
following up to make it a rout for'
the Germans, the Third [Mivialon with
L, the 42nd, went (nlo the attark at
Le Quesnoy. The village was storm.
ed and the thrust in which the High-
landers took part after this was the
Epearhead of the great battle, pleres
ing the enemy's disorganizsed lige for
sSeversl miles, |

Then came the breaking of the|
Drocourt-Queant saction of the Hin.
denburg system and again the Hig
ianders weres at grips with the Huns |
Petit Foutaine and St Olies, two littley
villages strongly. held by the Huns, |
'etl o thelr chargea’ Og October Tt
the Seventh Prigade was In fromt of|
Cambral and to the Highlanders went'.
the honor of being the Aret troops in
that town, In fhe street fAghting that |
asued they killed hundreds of Huna s
and camwe thrdngh with light caswal |’
ties. The battailon was In the hearyi
Bghting at Tilloy and the plateau bey
yond where they cleaned up scores of
machipe gun nests (o their advance
with the whippet tanks, -~ 4

in what might be Galled the leigure.
Iy fighting to Valsnclennes and Mons
the Highitnders Aid their share but
were In 0d® particularly spectarular’
fighting and when the armiatice was
declared they went forward again af
full stremgth to hold thelr =lgce
the Rhine, e
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