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BOHEMIA IS A COUNTRY OF VAST RESOURCES
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Her Natural Advantages and in Qe TR

What Respect These Can Be
Utilized and Multiplied.

By E. F. PRANTNER.

An sxamination of the map of Europe, ons
on which the outlines of the new. or rather
revived stale of Bohemian may be iraged. im-
Presses one with the apparent convictlon that
itbhe republic cannot long cconomically exist
uniess it depends and draws oo the resources
of her meighboring peoples—the psoples who,
dlmost without exception, are antagonistic to
Lbe ambitions and aspirations of the Csecho-
Hlovaks.

Hurgary, Austria and Germany border on
ihe south, west and parily on t(he mnorth,
i'aland torms (he balance of the noertheérn
bouhdary, while Bukovina and Transylvaniy
Adioin on the east. The inhabitants of the
Magrer snd German states are bitter op-
ponenls of the peoples of Bohemia, ";"F‘h.l.l.
Rithude the Piles will assume Is difficult, at
Present, to predict. Sufflos it to note that If
thelr past records are any Indication of their
possible future course the Bohemlan republic
will receive but slight constderation and Very
"tﬂ_j aympathy from unified Poland, for here-
lofore each of the former divisions has pur-
Susd a vacillating policy, one phass of which
constantly sought and curried favors from
ide rullng and titled classes of the govern-
ments under which they lived.

Thetefore, the only possible friendly neigh-
bars are In the sant, tha Ruthenlans of Buko-
vina and the Roumanians of Transylvania.
But even their policy is unsettled. The Mid-
Eyropsan Unlon, so auspiclously and so re-
cently organized In historic Independence Hall,
Fhiladelphia, 1s 1n danger of disintegrution
due to the differences arising among the deles-
gates of the numerous peoples represented
The possibilities are that what seem (o be in-
furmountable obstacles will be satisfactorily
adjusted, and the Caecho-Slovaks will enjoy
at least the friendship of these peoples.

Bohemia i an economically Independent
gpoumiry. This swounds as rather a bold asser.
tion in the face of the enumerated handicaps
Hhe I not depenaent economically, on her
neighvors, but they, In turn, must draw upon
the Bohemlan resources for their many short-
COmmngEs in agriculture and Industry,

If we give comsideration to the Impression
made on the Iron Chancellor of Germany, Bis-
marck, the sconomic position of Bohemia may
Be more readily appreciated, for he once stat-
od that whoaver is ‘Ihe master of Bohemia is
the master of Europe.”” To-day these words
are mot acoeplted or even put forth as trulsmas,
but they have a tendency to induce a mors
ehmprehensive eslimate of Bohemin's com-
manding position in the commercial world.

o-Blovaks, or the other Slavs of
Eurepe, for that matier, have not sought and
have no intention of sesking 'n the future ths
mastary of the HKuropean continent. ‘Their
only desire is that they be permitied to freely
develop along economle and cultural lines in
own lands as frees peoples lving under
Independent governments.

During all the ages the commercial routes
fram the west and east. as well as from the
nerth and south of Europe led through Bo-
hamia. Her position has not been aliered in
thé slightest evem In this day. The Berlin-

Rallroad runs through Bohemis. Two

of s most Imporiant stations are In Pragua

Brno. With Hohemia a free slate the

German ‘' super aream” Instantly vanishes, Tor

the Cmecho-Blovaks control within their terri-

tory this vital 1ine of communication e tween
y and and the Balkan Peninsular.

It ls an eiementary axiom of economica that

1 prime factor necessary to the successful

anoe of .a country s iis capacity to pro-
duce a sufficlency from the smoll to properly
sustain its people. Bohemia fulfils this pre-
requisite: nay, it does more. It reaps such
Bymper crops that her neighbors are depend-
ant upen har to supplement their meagre and

eni harvasts.

“More than fIfly per cent of the total ares of
Lhe eouniry I8 devoted to agricultural pursulis.

Gardens of Bohemia, remind one, In beauty
veness, of the Mohawk valley of
. pirs Siale The yield of grains Is so
. t that it meeta the domestic re-
quirements and allowa for iarge quantities ta
be axported. As a matter of fact,. the other
tries of the former Austria-Hungarian
mh mvariably depended upon the Bo-
surplus cereals to supplement thesir
ehnty erops, which at ali times are far phort
of satisfying the peopie’s needs.
ita supply of refined sugar Bohdmia
to ber beels. The annual bounteols
ds are such that they supply .the Csechs
sugar and permit the export of Approxi-
tely five hundred thousand toms, or about
ty-five per eent of the total. In England
the Bohemlan sugar finds a ready markat:
hers It has Beéen faverabiy kndwn for many
Polatoes are & staple food of the coun-
E‘-'I‘Il the return of the soil is such thay nons
imported.
ralsing is another major industry.
model country in this fleld, in Evrops, |s
Ore & comparison is permiss:-
Deamark maintalns about saventy-threse
of omitle to the squars mile, while Bo-
boasts of sixty-ssven head
distinotion nwust be borne in mind that
' ‘In an exclusively cattle ralsing coun-
try, while both & cattle rafaing
agriculiurml community. . Tierefors this
the naturml productivensss of: Ho-
stnkingly (lusirated. ’
poorer those unsultable for till -
of sheap is » thrlﬂn; Induss
: of ‘wool 1s ‘but slightly jeas
A the requiraments of the people. Fog rels
" I8 amother important factor and those
- ADSWaer the country's neals

well kept meadows and the intensively
' ted fields, partieulpriy those kmown ag
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Into field places for the imﬂl-ﬂm and

Uerman armies. snd it

For example, Bohernia cut glassware, in de-
Is well (o remember sign. in quailty gnd in execution. is" univer- :
sally acknow ar being without a peer Poreslain and pottery works &rs numerdus
It never had u rival or an equal; it o p s cimts  and their products mre axcelient. factories

TRANSFUSION OF BLOOD A WAR WONDER

of bisod) ni

by itseif. It s ome of ths country's main ex-
porta. T e
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of Carlsbad are justly famous and they aubply
the external marketa. The lnrge shos factories
furn out footwear that compares Ifavorably
Witk the standards of the worid. Lace making
I» an anclent indiusiry which has been brought
e & very high degree of perfeciion. '

The inces made by the Hoheminn wemen ara
famous and are much in demand. In Lhe past

‘thess nhmave been sold inlo larsign countries,

there relabetied as the lmporting cointry's do-

 meatle product and srid st funcy prices to LRose

“he knew belier. pot desired iaces made in
ANy sountry wiher than Honemia

: “—“hrﬁ.t mdustry of the Lower i‘.lnhl '
veary igporisnt tacier o Lhe ife of -
efore the war more than four hundred tnou-

A Prime Necessity for Her Js the
Friendship of Neighbors, So
Writes E. F. Prantner,

known ars at Joachimatahl, Pistany and

Luhovice. L

The rallroads of Bohemia ars extensive, thelr
irackape s far in excess of four thousand
miles, and they place the republic in the front
ranks of transporiation nations of Europe
The roads are well equipped, though now pos-
8ibly run down. and .are kept in a high stale
of operating efficieney,. The lelephone and tele.
Eraph systems are equiily we!l developed and
maintained

The highways of Bohemia are excellent, ano
Criss-cross the country.. connecting Importan:
citles. They ure suitable for pleasure as wei
48 vommercial transportation Thelr mileage
proporiionately. exceeds that of any of b
lands of the former dual monarchy.

The single wWalerway of Bohemla. with ar
outiel to the sem. is Lhe River Elbe., For i
ETealer distance it runs through German ter
ritory; hence it may nol be a favorable mean
of communication it s & ahallow wstream
sultable only far river cralft of light draught
The other rivers of the country are negligible

In the past the Czecho-Blovak landas & ni
peoples were engaged mainiy In agriculture
in the latter  half of the ninetesnth centurs
they turned some of their energies to manu
facturing industries. Thus the couniry I8 pow
both agricultura! and Industrial, What ether
community of the same size and the Asama pop-
ulation can boawst of such favorables conditions”

The Cmscho-Blovaks are wealth producers
They are able to contribute to the fund of
sclentifie knowledge, which Is tha basia of the
world's industries. The more rapidly we can
unlock the secrets of nature the Wrealer wiii
ba the sutput of industry and the more boun-
tiful the stream of comlorts and benefitas flow-
ing into the hgmes of the people: But back of
all—back of e Lzecho-Slovaks—is ambition
energy and hope and a longing for prosperity.

What, then, !s the position of Bohemila In
the economiec field? Her production of agri-
cultural and Industrial necessities is abyndant.
It meets her people’s necessary requl enis
with immensa surplusages for export to other
iands which are dependent upon the Bohemian
eXcess (o supplement thelr meagre produc-
tion. These countries require them, they must
have them at the lowest pogsible coat, and this
is best accomplished by utiiizing the Bohemian
products.

In the manufacturing field the rejuvanatad
state Is not dapendent on foreign raw material
markels axcept in some very sxcaptlonal in-
stances. One of these—rather an importiant
ons—Ii8 colian. For this commodity itedepends
upon thas United Btates, which hitharto fur-
niished it and. no doubt, will agaln. Truly, as
Goethe stated, Bohemia s a continent within
the conlinent of Europe

During the period of hostilitiss Just closed
the CzechorSlovaks absolutely refused to, and
in fact did not, cultlvate the Bohamian flelds
because 10 have done se would have aided the
enemy. If they did ralse any crops they were
'mmediately appropriated by the Austro-Hun-
Earian or German authorities. Everything ot
vialue belonging to the people has been selzed
or confiscated. Now they are as poor as the
proverblal chureh mouse—in tact destitute.
They are a ppurageous people. They will
secure live stock icattle. sheep and hoge and
seeda for spring planting. and retrievs their for-
mer Industries. The United States has will-
ingly lent a helping hand by making advances
to the new state, through the Treaasury De-
partment., for the purchase of these necessi-
ties and cf additlonal food In the American
markets o tide over the psople until thelr new
crops are harvestad. -

The prejudices against Czecho-Slovaks, Be-
hemians and Bohemia will disappear, for these
were purely mythieal and imaginary—they are
unwarranied, Tha republic and her peaple
Wi mke - their rightful place among the na
tiona of the world. Thelr products and manuy
factures will find ready and welcame markets

With the separation of thes Czecho-Elovak
lands from the dual monarchy the herstofore
onercus external taxation will ceass and thu-
relteve the lands of heavy burdens. The new
governmaent will assume ita proportionate shars
of the pre-war debil; but . will pot. and
ought not to be asked (o assume any portiom
of the war debt, for it wank contracied agains
the express wishes and In face af futlle pro
tesin of the Czecho-Slovaks “’It'I: har moa
favorable economic pusition, with a demooratic
government founded on Jjustice, what other
European country may anticipats so bright a
future?
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Petrograd Like a Tomb

Ludoviéd HRaudeau, correapondent of the
Temps, writes from Petrograd that that once
gay and lively city is now like & tomb. There
are few people seén In the strests, and Lhay
pash ltke welrd shapes, sad, dppressed and
llent. i
"'Th. Neveky-Proapect,” says Mr, Raudeau,
“Ia practically deseried "and reminds one of a
theatre after the cuftaln has been rung down
and  the audience has gossa home. Misery
stalks everywhers and hunger has left its mark
on the faces of the people:. Encamped around
the Winter Palace are hundreds of pediers,
who offer their scant wares appealingly,

“Any man-who ean manage 1o gol s0me sugar,
soine chocolate or a few eggs Immediately
gets up a lMutly stand on the sirest and tries
to sell tham at the bast price he can get A
litle lump of sugar costs ons ruble. an egg
1.3 ruble and chocolats in 8 rubles 4 pound
A little plece of bread which can be satan with
ons swallow costa 1 ruble. A half & pound
of bread is allowed a famlly per day, and how
rome poor people manage even io prooure that
Mitle bread 1s & mystery, '’ Wealthy people
are the only persons that enn buy flour, whien
is now at the amasing price of #0 rubles a
pound. Many of the wealthy families are sell-
ing their bric-A-brac, paintings, rugs and other
luxuries for what they can get for them In
order to have money on hand to buy food
Numerous vacant stores have been rentad for
the purposs and dally there' are sugtions of
fime furniture and art ohjsots.  Tobaoto cannot
be purchased at ail. and cigar and cigaretts
dealars have long ﬂnﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂd up their businessa.
Misery and hunger oM sverywhare ssen In ‘he
streels, and laugh and music in this snce
goy-city are stilled’ -

Fishing in 'I!rnadwnj:. New York!
Broadway between Herald square and Long

ACre square bas & new amussmenl in ak

‘mast savery bluok groups of persona, rooetl y

men with thme on thelr handy, may bes ‘séan
surrounding a couple of mors of urchins, iy-
ing fiat on Lheir stonaches—fishing.

it's & faol, THe fishing. bowever, i not for
fish, but for money. Hince the subway wa
constructed in Hroadway coins of ajf denom,
nations buve bwen lost ihrough the grating:
thatl eover the ventiators on the sdge of th.
sidewsiss . The Irrepressibie New Yorx sma
boy was quick L0 grasp the

boy takes cut of his
is dropped 1through 1
untfl s resis on the
Diefily the boy druws up ihe
ly ‘pockety the coln or whatever
Sometimes valuatie pleces of jew

AP by the lads and if any |

iries to cialm It or interfers ihe
swchly. The sporr furaieshes a Jot
meni Lo Iaded business mom




