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- In the Twilight of the

The Amazing Experiences of a Captﬁred British Officer

" In Collobotstion with
CAPTAIN FRANCIS YATES BROWN

BY CAPTAIN ALAN BOTT, M.C,,

R.AF.

Author of “Cavalry of the Clouds”

[II--Starvation, Terrorism,

F

It wa# as & prisoner at Nazareth—
then the Turco-Germss: General
Headguarters on the Palestine Front
__that I first met at close guarters
the terroriszn and misery under
which Turkey lived during the war.

change after bread and walter, Va-

ried by thin soup.

My Friend Jean Willl
Siekness and Hilerness of mind
made me far from I!'u.l,!‘atf'r:.rrE Huht'lmlthl
was unable to eat much of what Lhe
I: '“ui:;rmumi;;:tﬂ :-1::1 F;att: Incl:r}.llt Germans seént me. The Turkish
l‘:n :l'f.ﬂi'. L d@ Mg fugniture w“'-cnrpnrai of the guards, the seniry
!h'“ with one greasy blanket and &, Who stood ougside my doorgand one
‘m‘“ little table, on which stood OF two of his fréends—all hungry
:.n u{-u“.". carafe for the had-'a:d in r:jgn—- wq:;.:h:hhang &:gllﬂ:ﬂ:l'l
-ithe ecorridor un e Temains 3
t::T:ﬁ““p:m tﬁyn:.ﬁ}, :‘i}; f;H ::;'Itlkﬂn gut, then put their dirty|
not bad and liable to contain disease hrndi ltnt-:- the di?hﬁﬂ. suu;ahi ni;t:r;

rawn from the fa- O TMeRls or vVegelables, i
f:ST}.'“-?'éE:J:“:? :L“ Holy Virgin;", them into their mouths. . t
and this. the Oermasn and Turkish AB the days passed my conflimemen
Micera and the (German soldiers mo- became leas. solitary. The food from
:upﬂlilﬁl the Gnrmaiu n;:;astal brought m;a a use-
' ful friend in the dragoman who came
utfﬁili;‘z'nﬂ:g?m'?rthr;ﬁ:n;a?ﬁ “’lﬂl "l.;\‘ Hg Tﬂﬂl :n lﬁr;:;%llt:* {;:]*::
nally from Salonika, with ;
;aﬁi:;-tutn: 11111:1‘:&; n::ln: 1;21; iﬂﬂf tongue-twisting name impossible to
4 think, and lhlﬁt—u! what his remember, I called him Jean Wil-
;?d iinit 18 doing, of whether he 1l French being our mﬁ-lh;rm DEI fﬁmi
" vargation He was well off, an al
iy “' lﬁp:?[::ep;rmﬂhn&hz: beerl an official of the Ottoman Bank
dbge mﬂﬂ“ hear fl'tlﬂ; home, of in Constantinople. For the  first|
ARG 1S hL will have to live thm*ush two years of the war he bhad kept
WAERS years of ﬁ'.pth“, |ﬂ.llt of the army by bribing Turkish
mnlnt:ﬂu‘u.i' to nobody nll:ﬂ'pll when a officers and policemen, but finally
Christian. woman came to tidy the the press gang took him.
h mornjng, while a guard| ean Willl's prineipal sublect o
mnﬂll;ﬁthm the open door to conversation was the stupidity and
s dldl t eomspire This Eeneéral beastiiness of the Turks
see that we n: tless Em;d gaunt 2MONE whom he had to live. Also,
voman-—fagged. ﬁm gestions in e was never tired of asking why the
*_““mm“.':"“ e firow water British left the Dardanelles.  They
:;ﬂ::!:: dusty . :.ar :uhhad with a ¢ould have forced their way through

- : with ease had they stayved a week
ﬂi:ﬁﬂ ﬂl“h‘ the many bugs that longer, he said, as the Turkish troops
Y Euglish?  We

o were at their last :upE and n ar}?
ungry j e out of ammunition. Yery o n
T had fo whiu-';'n Mack that the fug. | Constantinople was expecting ‘this)|
lish would certainly come and drive
the pigs of TW¥ks out of Nazareth.
When she had taken her stooping
back and h tehwork clothes out
of the room ould probably not
have the chance to speak to a fellow-
human, even in a whisper, for the
naxt tw : i I had noth-

ing
put & hillside, seén through the tiny
window, to takp

my mind “Trom my
bitter mlh

'y comeé mnot

For hours at a
time 1 few feet ncross the
foom and back again, then sat on the
bed and looked through the window
at what Mttle 1 conld see of Nazar-

‘eth.

s Chained Prisoners.

Several times during the first few
days I notieed men, women and boys
walking in & huddled bunch, with
guarde round them. Some had
their hands shackled, some had a
chain lnking one arm and' oné leg,
others were c¢hained by the arm to .
the next : They moved aim-
lessly over the hillside, presumably
for exercise, while “t: ﬁnrd:!ﬂu:;

w um
Eﬂ;:?ﬂ?“t g Ihnplnt for it. All the gold in the
One morning 1 was visited by the Ottoman Bank (of which he was at
governor’s aide-de-camp, just after the time an official had Leen trang-
gith a party had disappeared from |ferred to Asia Minor', whither the
view . 1 asked if these shackled and Turkish Ministry had planned to re-
brow-besten. prisoners were Chris- [tire. Later, I heard this same story
tians. 'of the Turkish troops being at their

“My dear sir,” said the aide-de- last gasp from scores of Turkish
camp, with all the blandness of the subjects, including officers who had
educated Turk when telling & e, |actually fought in the campaign.
“we put chains op nobody, and our! It was from Jean Willi that I firat
Christian criminals are as well treat-' jearned how thousands of people in
ed as others. You must be mis-| Minor had died or were dylug of
taken." starvation. ] was able to verify his

- It was eurlons that after this con- |g{atements from personal experience.
versation I mever again saw groups Afany British prisoners, in faet, died
civillan captives at Nasareth. Pos” of hunger. A small loal of bread
sibly the governor's aide-de-camp at non-military rates cost us twelve
took care that they should be takem jjastres (half a dollar as pre-war
for exércise on the far side of the ygjues), sugar was about three hun-

- hill. |dred pilastres a“kilo, and tea more

ithan two thousand plastres a kilo,

This same oficer ]“l Imﬂl I". t;::::r ,while five thousand plastres wera

::'&“‘“T:“.m d-:“ - needed to buy a shoddy suit of
he was in my room, [ saw from ﬂlr“““""

procession | Im the Lebanon provimee starva-
‘s were carried at “.' head tion seemed to have been organized
same some Turkish sol-

systematically. :::n;nuﬁ. forest
lands ceased to exist when Turks
- ““'";T‘“ andi ot down thousands npu: thousands
band ntrmmlﬂ. tl_’ruit tn-;,ml::
" _trees, an ers—1{or use as
hﬁmnﬁ the railways ,cqgal being unobtain-
ible to imagine any-

e s e R e
& aE— e

to happen, and most people were

bow-
Wias

.able. Crops were commandeered,
either without payment or for amall
ey, while the popalstion. thet Pro-
ney, while popu o

!dl,;ld them m'r:nut itself find en-
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them. Their small bodies
then removed for burial, and
moihers leil, more
the walls and doorways.

The dally deaths of
starvation averaged about
PDamascus;
the same mournful average.

Yot the Germans

fifty

were
more
infants against

babies from

in

and Aleppo could boast

were sending

train-load after train-load of graim
and fruit out of the country; German
privates were better fed ghan Turk-

ish majors ald
cilans mada fortunes
with the food supplies.

by

the Turkish politi-

juggling
The Young

Turk political organizations, instead

of trying to remedy this

dreadfal

astate of affairs, carried out a ;Ju_li-:::-r
which directly promoted destitution.
Let
them rot,” "were the words used by
the Turkish Minister for Food Sup-
ply, when a prominent neutral lady

““To the devil with the poor.
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Ruined Fishermen of Haifa.
< J remember being taken o

they might not be floated.
gon for this, 1 was told,
several of

was

the British.

& Western country.
r

Hesrt Fluttering
Easily Correc
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the
port ¢f Haifla in May, 1918, and see-
ing line upon line of fishing boats
gtranded on the beach, with great
holes knocked in their sides so that
The rea-
that
the fishermgn had taken
their eraft to Cyprus and deserted to
To prevenmt desertion
and espionage, therefore, nobody was
allowed to put to sea fram the Medi-
terranean ports; with the result that
thoudands of peeple who lived by
fishing were left utterly destitute.

The misery we lived thfough was
guch as would be quite Impossible in
The spldlers—

PALPITATION,
ETC

of my acquaintance urged him to re-

" It your heart flutters, be caretul.
- An attaok is liable to come on at any

Execitement, over-exertion or

in rags, lousy, half-starved and of-
ten bootless—Ilived like beasts of the
'fields. They were kept froam open
revolt by fear of the Germans, the
prospect of loot, & total lack of in-
teMigence, and the stupid fatalism
ingrained in the Turkish peasant.

Saveral times during the train
journey from Aleppo to Asia Minor
| saw soldiers running from the rall-
way line towards the hills, under
cover of dusk, while their officers
firad at them with revolvers. They
were leaving a life of obedient mis-
ery in the army for omne of lawleas
misery as brigands.

Hundréds of thousands deserted
from the army, and of these scores
of thousands o kototehmnouhzu-o
of thousands took to the mountains
and wild places of Asia Minor, there
to become robbers. Travelllng on
foot, on horseback, or on domnkey-

Zowr OF AST/rme i
FromTAaeAdrr.

“back across Anatolian was unsafe in
the highest degree.  In every fast-
ness one would be certain to meet a
band of armed ruffians, destiute and
utterly rcilessa, who would cheer-
Afully kil for (he sake of a palr of
boots or 4 shirt.

More than a few German soldiara
who had walked a mile or two {rom

gands, Many of the gendarmes sent
to deal with the robber bands wers
found dead,with their heads battered
in, Many others were hand and
glove with them, and gave informa-
tion of possible plunder. Soméetimes
a gang would descend on a village,
kill a. few inhabitants as a warning
to the others, and proceed to steal
everything worth the steallng before
they retired.

Three friends of mine, British offi-
cers, once escaped from Afilon-Kara.
Higsar, in the centre of Asia Minor,
with the Intention of travelling
southward to the coast. During the
daytime they hid in the woods or
caves, and avolded observation by
coming into the open only at night-
time. All went well gntil, on a hill-
|side, they found themselves sur-
rounded, by brigamds. ~One of them
offered resistance, and was promptly
shot dead. 'The other two were strip-

they were recaptured one was quits
naked, and the, K other was clad in
nothing but a sack, which a kind

eloth.. . . |
Thers were so many brigand® in

ywar that they had to rob and murder

‘each other, as to galn a bare
existence. In ;ﬂ-hlba' the Turkish
bands made a dead set against the

Black Sea mﬂw. lmnﬂ
1915-19186, hid In the hills and kept

mﬁ’?{,ﬁ"""‘
“.

the few left a
 great
-of o
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the héaten track were killed by bri

ped of their clothes, so that when|

|

rigand had givén bim for a waist|

Turkey during the last year of the

ew handful of Armenians from the

of the sub- | scoundrelly emormously
ful. Most | vantine vulgarians—alk.
wiped
live

Bribery and Brigandage

separate from their families, with the
intimation that the lives of relatives
or {riends would pay for a breach of
loyalty, When I was a prisoner at
Damascas Arab officers often stole
into my room when the Turkish com-
mandant was absent, and spoke of
their hatred of the Turks and their
longing for the British to advance.

And in Congtantinople Enver Pasha,
the pseudo-Napoleonic war minister,
who was the most prominent man in
the rotling empire, and Telaat Pasha,
thegscheming grand vizier who was
on®® a telegraphist . at Adrianople,
were dreaming of a greater Turkey,
that was to include the Maritza Basin
and all the Southern Dobrudja, the
Crimean Peéninsala and the whole of
the Caucasus.

In the capitol, I found, conditions
were rather better than in Anatolia.
But for forced loans many Greeks

and Armenians remained untouched,
if they laft politics alone. There was
plenty of paper money about, and nol
a little gold. Those were the days of
extravagant speculation, when min-
lsters received colossal bribeslittle
politiclans made little fortunes by
Jlutlng as - go-betweens, and rich
merchants manipullated so as to get
hundred per cent profit.

A large consignment of sugar, for

| earned the money if the Ministry of

CONSTANTINOPLE,
THE CORRUPT.

hands for the British to save It

Many thnes, in the bagaars and
public places’  of  Constantinople,
hatred of the Germans and ﬂﬂ'r
Pasha wus whispered to me, It -
ed by questions as to when the Al-
Hes would win the war. Onecé & par-
ty of us were sitting with our, guards
in the Petits Champs Tea Garden,
when a waiter hid underbeath our
bill a small piece of pdper of which
was written “Vive Las Anglais!"™

policeman discovered a deserler or a
man avoilding miltary service, B8O
much - the better tor the police-man
—\f the army-dodger possessed mon- |
ey, Anybody who knows the Turk-
ish polite would consider five dollars
a fair bribe for the privilege of re-
malning in ecivilian clothes a fort-
night longer.

When, with the passage of time,
the need for soldiers became nmre|
urgent, the rates of police blackmail |
rosa éven higher. Finally the police| (Oftev the wishes of bhe populstion
were themselves spled wupon, so|for peace gave Wrth to Iying reports
that they might not continue to let| that wildfired through eévery bazsar
meén of means slip through the mill- | of ¢he country, only 10 leave the
tary net., Thereupon the blackmall | population more despairing than
clrarges rose yet again, for the coun-| gvér after it realized that such in-
ter-bribery spies insisted on them-| yentions were.untrue. - Time -and
selves being bribed. again it was murmured to me @&t

When a rich man—Turk, Greek,| Damascus or Akon-Kara-Hissar thit
Jew or Armenjan-—really was con-| 5 revelution had broken out in+Con-
scriptéd he could always pretend| stantinople, or that Enver Pashw bad
gickness, bribe the military doctor to | been ussassinated, or that the Sultan
gend him to a hospital, bribe the| ljgved the British and was about o
hospital who examined him, and, open the Dardanelles, or that 'Bul-
finally, bribe the medical board to| garia had declared war on Turkey.
give him leave. At the large hos-| For a time such fairy .tales | Eave
pitals in Constantinople, such a8 the| pirth to hope in 'the prison - cAmps.

one in which I shammed mental de-| put afterwards they ooccasioned. only
rangement, the recognized tariff was| hjtter mirth.

two hundred dollars for each|
month's leave, with pretended com-|
plaints sugpested by the doctors by |
way of bouns.

Wihile in hospital I once "offered
my ward doctor one thousand del-
lars if 1 could be evacuated to Eng-
dand as an unfit prisoner. The doc-
tor was delghted, and would have

Yet these rumors were not always
as innogent as they sppéared. We
ourselves started ome or two satories
on /their sensational-rounds, by way
of / propaganda. After the first of
the 1918 bomb raids on Constantin-
ople Captain Yeals threw out &
hint that-the attatk was pot | the
work of the British at all, but was a
display of Huan frightfulness, 10
show what would bap o0
Turks' loyalty o Germany wavered.
After an interval of weeka this beau-
tiful lie was whispered back to ‘him
by a Greek, with every . clroum-
stance and detail to give it ap ap-
pearance of truth, :

Nothing, in faot,
to be believed In-
at the time 1. was.
ing indeed, was too’

War had pot sent its own medieal
gtaff to decide which prisoners were |
to he exchanged. '

The “Mmiserable, exploited = popula-
tion seemed powerless to transkde
discontent into action. Jt lacked ]
c¢ourage, cohesion.and capacity for
self-sacrifice, The pro-German Mih-
isiry- was thus able to. carry on un-
hindéred {its policy of terrorism,
Both with us and among themselves
the people talked sedition in whis-
pers; . but for the rest. it folded its

i

STARTING IN BUSINESS,

was too amasing

funeral directing. Mr, Cornelins is
fully acquainted with all the in-
tricacies of the business, having com-
menced his apprenticeship when only
thirteen vears of age. For many
yvears he was with the late W. M.
Drennan and later took over the »
agership of the undertaking
lishment of T, F. Harrisos. When Mr.
Harrison retired fTrow that businéss

Mr. Cornelius mmtmﬂ

e

John COornelins Has Opensd Under-
taking Establishment on Princess St.

8. 8. Corbett :
years has served him. Mr.

has mow opened his premises and
many friends in the city will wish blm
success in the endeavor for which he
| 15 80 well ‘qualified.

example, was received from Austrial
at twenty plastres a kilo. The cus-!
toms authorities held it up and stole’
as much as they ddred for private bar-'
gaining, while the merchants, pol-
ticlans and ministerial underlings bar-
gained behind cloged doors. Then &
certain-amount of the sugar was sup-
plied, at pominal rates, to the army,
the navy and the ¢ivil officials; and

the merchants who had bid highedt
for the privileges, at more than two

the rest was sold in open market, by |

hundred piastres a kilo. There was
no attempt at civilian ratioping, so
that all but the wealthy wenl sugar-
legs. And the chances were that aven
the sugar bought by the wealthy
would have been mixed with powder-
ed marble.

. l-?hndl. Swindles,
Everybody was on the make. To

take but a few of the swindies “ I

cowld
price of twenty thousand pilastres
per kilo; the oil swindle, the match
swindle, the flour-
swindle; and, above all, the eorner-
ing of the wheat supply, whereby
many. of the poor were starved.
And  the WI mﬂuf
Prinkipo, w | ' :
m'llhwhr swarms of OEI.:
by fattening on the starved popula-

1
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Save the Children
Mothers who keep a box of Baby's
Own Tablets in the house may feel
il ithat the lives of their little
|reasonably safe during the hot
ther. Stomach troubles, cholera in+
fantum and diarrhoea earry off thou-
sands of little ones every summer, in
most cases because the mother does
not have a safe medicine at to
{give promptly. Baby's Own
‘jrelieve these troubles, or if given

casionally to the well child will.
vent their coming on. ‘The '

aranteed
alyst to be absclutely Narmless even
e

JOHN CORNELIUS.
After thirty years’  experience in
the undertaking business, John Cor-
neélius, son of the late Capt. Johp
Cornelius, has opened a modern es-
tablishment at 274 Princess street,
and Is prepared to o embulming and

to the newborn babe.. They are es-

pecially good in e
they regulaie the B and ¥
the” stomach sweeat.
are sold : e ﬁ 3

mail at 25¢ a box
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