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In the Twnllght of the Tur

- The Amazing Experiences of a Captured British Officer

BY CAPTAIN ALAN BOTT, M.C., RAF.
Author of ““Cavalry of the Clouds”
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esl, has evep:
doors a : ham-‘i}m way
toae o ol*government, a Lrealy, 1
i cnnu#un i commercial con-
tract W & corridars,
curtained rooms ahd OW-0f- the-way
cates, with wany a halt for Whisper-
v pmtm whispereft

and Whe limmdi r of hakshdoshi
- When %’mm are wp-
a0k by B Plotilngs,  this

eanldron of #mkadm bubblies ov- |
ar with other man
Is Intrigning lﬂhﬁlﬁlﬁﬂ bl sataty, |
his p L, s .. 0r his govern- |

ap tm Soor (rom-sheer |
inabl!i'¥ not o merkgus,

Whore wiee Would™™ 1 be possibie
for excapéd prisoners of war tp MHve |
In: the henrt of an - ememy capital,
and to ‘eayTy. of 88 active prope-
ganda againet the Minisiry?  Seve-
ral of us were #blg 14 do this
Constantinople durilg the summer
and aptumn of last yéar.
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The best  and . aga produclive
ﬂn"Hr

work of ih done by
Lient,~Col. his - modesty
prevents mg tfrum publishing -his |
mame). East week 1 dold how,
while hiding - Coastaitinople, 1
learnod from Capldin = Yepts-Brown
(who was disguised-as a girl) that
Lhe colongl Was at large. . The stery
of Lis eseupe and whal followed ?s
as fantastic S ‘any tale frowm the
boen brought to

Ara Nigtris
o i gk
ry ol W#¥, to ba

the Turkish Min

court-martialled . fLor an nttumptm]‘“‘
escape. One day, having beeh ac-
_quitted  owing to' Jack: ovf evidente,
he was allowed into
walk, He pers his escort (o
take him bu ahip, . wherg. he

&ot into ;ﬂnﬂmuni | - ﬂﬂl]l

Boaaiiear

m: ndmirer anyg ¢ o mI nt Hl;n
iigh, and she afféred to hélp the
soner in dny way mlhhi
..—ﬂn turkiey cdan: be done
By means. 1!1&. that 4 few
Judicious byl tl}.[ﬁu:ﬂlrds led to
further meatings beltwecn the col-
ofiel and Mille. “B."” Colonel "%
mentioned that he wanied to escape,
and the lady agreed to assist him.
A little Jater he was sent to the pri-
/8O camp at Broussa. . Mlle. “X."
~wdth her maid, hliuwu-d“hm She
tlayed at a mulﬂl hotel, on the pre-

i?'“ of - Jthe suiphur  haths
Was famous.
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- During h-r first  few days W
Hmuﬂ; m tiie roads whera'
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Il'!ﬂ words with
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| . ll‘lli,
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deavous w

rather nntnl L "h" luﬁ'ma M‘;
to see the maneger of u loeal German
bank on some truwmped-up matter of
business. He Jimselt, whila ahopping
in the bazasr, bribed a guard to inke
him 1o the bisak, Whets: he walked
I::: n:tha manager's privats room and

1ere; and the
l_'ir HOVEra)

the ety for a -'.
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she to sehool with the!
ﬂallllt!u' of the Austrian al, n:?:d
let the colonel i:mw the rg-
iﬁmn: on a e
e theroupcn’ |
Into the llllliil uut -lmr u
1 wis & Turkish offic m,,
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for ‘the hire of thelv bout, put

sex with vhem. A strong mml u:u;-
el aeross the Sea of Marmora, s=b
that he was Tourteemn hours at sea,
iiving ducing this t me on bresd and
raleins, . Even then he and the
Greels had 4o 19W almcest all  Lhe
WAy to Constantinople, _

Ader a few days in the
Colonel “Z" found that -Gther
tshiogleérs were already there, in
vatidie Wding places. Thera was
Captaily Yemis-Brown, who knocked
round the oy Tor weeks., very el-
t kpetively . dinguieed a9 o2 irly there
wis Captadn Sir. R. V. who escaped
thiree tlmes and * was recaMured
twice; uld there wera Captain ¥ hite
and myself, Fiving 0’ a . 1lussian
iramp sieamer that was mooared op-
posite the Sultan's polace of Dolma
Bagtche.

1 shall alwoays

cupital,
I $riL-

remiomber o thosa

T

days spent (n an -enemy eapital. Each
of us bad our special friends, v Lo

! ware privy to our separato atlenpts

o' lesve Turkey: althoash two

Teople, at leawl, were assisting all of

us.  Ome of these—n certain  mer-
nhnht——t{mh great .risks in cashing
owr checks to pay the heayy expdnsg-
Bs, A8 we had n9 dheck hooks, we
‘made ordinary wWriting paper serve
" the purpose; = 5o :

~ Plaus for Escape.
For the rest, we wandered about
o hot streets in llilmliln. anid met
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into the very cenlre of the vortex of
plotting that swirlad around . the
Suitan <the ministey and the sub-
iime porte.

“IL.owds. gurious, . indeed,  duriug
those c¢ritical weeks—when there
existed threes separaie conapiracies
to overtirow the Turklsh. Gevern-
ment, and -a quarter of a-million
brigands in the interior were eager
for any. change of loot and rapine—
that several Englishmen got in close
touch with the desperate sltnation
and influnenced It in [avor "of the.
Enlante.

General Townseud
of Kut-sl-Amara), from his prison}
on Prinkipo Islind, was intriguing!
for the Tormation of a pro-Entente
minisiry. Colonel "Z,"” escaped and
technjcally. in hiding,
ing to the downtall of Telaat Pagha's

{ihe delender

Government ‘and keeping his flpger

.f,

on_ the .l.’lrmrluh pulse  of Turkish
poliijes. Captain Yea(™-Brown and I,
with four other officers, were alsg’
engdged in various kinds of propa:

gunda. - And similar work was done |’

by one or iwe Egropean ecivilians,

whose names it would be yet unaa-|

visable to publish.

1 cannol judge just how much this
plotting and projaganda nfluenged
the startiing,
But this mu

Britisher credited with some in-

fhuenee foqnd an atientive audience}

dlo be Grand Vizier

‘orash was ivrmiuent whal
'do?
was conlribual- ] 3
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wed his. more . notorious
lcigue. What was pagging . in . the
clevér boadn of the man who had
mrassacred the Armspians and eviet-
ed the Greeks, and yet rufed Turkey
with a ceitandrolhless efficiency?
Now that the discontented . multit-
tudes whom be” had wronged were
finding volee, hddw woudld he face the
music? '

That he - wWas an, unscrupulous
schemer-.and a bitcher thére was no
doubt, but his courage conld not be
nuertioned, . Aegordiag to his owa
ftghis tve Tar LAIegraphilst wito rogs
wag a patriot, and
comparison willh most
Now (hat the;
wanld he

shado

Al
honest “Dy
Turkish politicians.

What the others weoitld. do- #%as a
foregone conclufion, They would run.
IHemal Pasha "I'miujntﬂ of anarine,

DR sranlinople, [ooking &cross
G’f.*?df’w? Horn Lo the old ‘::':2‘ yor
J’?ﬁ#m.b ST

ents Giai happened.| §
~was “obvlous—any| §!

sued lor a.separate peace,

dafection ;

tioe fell he wruﬂ;{l a slrong memoran-

This

Turkish army,
through the
lady, a well-|-

and  the

{o ihe
successfully

furkish politician,

tist gave one copy of it to the Bultan

Just previous to these events—-oOn
Seplember 29%—ihe Turkish Cabinet
had met to consider the Bulgarbwn
and the Grand . Vizler,
who arrived from Gerfhsay ‘by the

his resignation.,

At the time nobody could form dn

|uli¢nnmr forbade | any idea of
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The Sultan mnod
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The Sultan's dens,

{i¥ towards an armistiee.
4ol Bmyroa  created a sensation onj
_{the sighteenth by staiing plainly in

WHO

NEGOTIATED WITH MINISTERS

of escaping from tlm country,  ‘be-

What followed I learned, after ||

memorandum, whith had rejoined the British, from Capt. the other
was originally the draft of & prupﬂuﬂd Yeats-Brown, who remained free in |
o il b b e LACREY
passed
hands of a European
KOOWn
Sultan's dentist.

the Turkish ecapiial untll the armis-
tice was signed, and from Colonsi
“Z'" himself, whom I met in London
Just before I left [or America.

The colonel recelvad an wurgent

age asking him to meet the

and another to Fethi Bey, the new yvaii of Smyrana at the Tokatllan—
punister of the intérior

pne of the two hest hidels gn Con-
stantinople. There the British of-
cer and the high Turkish olficial
shook bands, and after discussing
rlIJ-eu gquestion of how best the Turks

might get rid of +1he Germans, a

last Balkan express to pags through political dinner party was arranged
Sofia, had offered

that same evening

to take place
{October 16).

A Strange Dinner Party.

Colonel “Z,”” accompanied by a
lady whe throughout the war did
magnilicent work for #he British
wont to an address given him, llrui
met the new Minister of tha Interior
and other notabllities. Ower the
diaper teble there was then the
strange #peciacle of the' mighty
guestions of peace and war bélng

| discusged by an escaped prisoner of

war; and.-a promipent - minister of
the epundry 'in which -he was techal-
cally sHlll a captive.

The British colonel explained
that though he was working for Al-
lled. interests, his [riendly advice

{was that it wonld be greatly to Tuar-

key's advantage to sue for a sepa-
rate peace, becaus® whereas Ger-
many wanted to keep a weak Tur-
key which ®he counld dominate, the
Allies' principles of the rl;hu Lof

complets
ST A SR
Mmuri -lda hr th_a H:tnilblr ol thu
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" “We Imnw we haﬂa lost = our
‘chance. = There have been mistakes
in the past. We are practically
bankrupt. But  we honestly hate
| the. Germans, and without kowiow-
ting to the British, look 1o them to
‘belp us, and to be our friends, as
we want to be frisnds with them.”
Colonel “Z¥ awd the  Tarkish
]HIH!BtE‘Tﬂ- thrashed out such gques-
lions as Turkey's {inancial bank-
irupiey, the opening of the Dardan-
g¢lles, the capitulations, agtonomy
1r¢r Armenia and Arabla, and punish-
‘ment for the Armenian ‘mnssacres
and for the mal-treatment of Bri-
itish prisoners from Kuat-elAmara
{{wherehy pearly elghty per cant. of
oLhe latter had died). 'Then, afMer
dinner was oer, the Minister of the
Interior dictated in French a long
iclegram, which the British colomnel
wias 10 eend to Lloyd George as soon
as he should reach Allled terrMory.
Next day the ministry tried to
sefid him owut of the country by aero-
plane. This proaed to be Impossible,
for all alrcralt wera In the hands of
the Germans. It was therefora
agreed that he should receive spé-
cial passports and proceed, via
Smyrna, to ong or other of
Groek islandg of Chios or_Mudros.

The Colonel Leaves
Alter colonel "“Z's” dinner pirt:r
BE the sixteenth evenis moved rapid-

rkish newspaper that peace ne-
g_uitluna were in progress and that
& Germans would have io go. That
sgame alternoon Colonel again
met him at the Tokatlian Hotel and
mm

the ‘Iw nl.‘
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discusssd the best - ‘meansg of ap-

dum, suggesting that if Turkey now cause the Turkish Government be- prun.chinn England I’nr an.armistice.
she would ; ieyed he would be useful to them in | By now the colonel m going about
nhtnin better terms than iT =zhe 'ﬁ;!_“.- rﬂfmtn! an armistice.
ed until Germany was Ihurﬂughlrl
heaten.

al-

Yents-Brown and
od officsrs had to re-
maln more or less in hiding.

-Meanwhile  Genmeral - Townsend
who was still & prisonér, had alsa
sent a memerandom .to the new
government, A Tuekish armisfliee
commission was for . and the
general was askéd' By  the Graud
Vizier to aceompany *the delegates
who were about to “lehve Turkey;
which he did., It was arranged that
Colonel "'Z'' ‘would - follow in a few
day:s' time, . .

On his Iast” night  in Constanti-
nople Colpnel- “Z" wWent by appoint-
ment tg the terrsce of the desertad
British Embaséy, and thére met
Captain Yuaﬂ?ﬁrq‘#}- who had slip-
ped, past the pphuq-"jntn the ems
bassy grounds, .

"t was a ml!ﬂllli that' neither of
them - will ever. forget. Below was
the Golden Hom,-shilmmering in the
moonlight, and across Its . waters
the Turkish clty of Stamboul show-
ed up dimly, quiet and apparently
asleap. But the waichers on the
Embasay terrace knew that the city
might stir from slumber at any mo-
ment for the Phammr was bristling
with machine guns, 5t Sophis was
an armed camp, and, more tnrﬁh,lp
than ‘all, people were dtatving in the
streats, '

The waning sickla moon that rnﬁur
above Stamboul seemed .the symbod
of the Turks’ waning dominlon over
Christian peoples. “Vory soon the
Union Jack would float from the
barren flagstaff above the embassy.
YVery soon Pera (the European
quarter of, Euuﬂnﬂmﬁ} m
decked with bann

- n an ﬁﬂ*l:n tln

though Captain

filnet would proc
lll_lt.lllﬂﬂl Am
Bieh

Tutl mwn hr

Next day cumnnl "z“‘ nn “had
been handed civilian ports

the Minister of the Ewterior, travel-
led from Constantinoples to !ln‘n:nl.'
Finally. he left Turkey, as a apecial
adviser, in the company of ths new
Minister of Marine. The party put
fo sea in a H‘Iﬂlﬂl‘ and were picked
up hy H. M. "Id*rlrpu-ui L. Thay,
weré taken to Mudros, and there tha
Sultan’s plea for a Hi:ll!'ll:- armis-
tice was granted.
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If .this history were romantle fies-
tion the only possible ending would
ba for ths British eoclonel to marry
the girl- who helped him to escape.
And, aMhough it is still more
mantic fact, that is precisely wh
will happen.  They. -are  en X
and by the time this appears X
print Mlle. “X" may" h,ul heconre
Madame “Z." g
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