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In the Twilight of the Turkish Empire

The Amazing Experiences of a British Captured Officer

By CAPTAIN ALAN BOTT, M.C., R:AF., Author of “CAVALRY OF THE CLOUDS”
Copyright, 1919, by the McClure Newspaper Syndicate.

lnthewlypnrt\ of lﬁlaﬁphmAlnnBottJomedtheamhon service of General Allenby’s army in Palestine. In March, 1918, Captain Bott’s machine was brought down
‘in flames near Nazareth and he was wounded. Hewucnpmredbythu'rurh Hiutoryl?regri:latthupomt and it gmuntutellnfhuamnmgexpenmmdunnghnun-
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Flyihg wih General Allenby's
army in Palestine was splend'd
sport. All through the sampaign in
the Hely Land the German aviatues
ehowed far less courage tham those
uli the western frort, so that we had
ay almost compleic. maste.y of the
ailr and c¢hased en-wy machines as

random and saw the open Iiﬁﬂl' of &
little cufe. Intide was a Oreek walt-
ress, who siniled.. 1 slipped Into the
cafe, placed f in a corner, and,
speaking hurri , In F‘anh ask-
&l the waltresa stand in t‘rﬂnt of
me, Being told by her a fow min-

e 4 o) ‘brown desert that gave

we pleased.
During the apring and

tne brolling heat,

for the cold reglons abuve

fuminer
mul'nllu when everybody gdsped In
he aviatyr was
fortunate indeed, because he could
offen leave the sun-scorehed ground
A fHght

+was Hke & cold plupge afler u Turk-

ish “bath.
feet the atmosphetre. was W irm

-Even, sl eight thonsand

en-

ough for 'me to fly capless, goggle

less and fo my shist sleeves,
day; we longed for German

Moat
mia-

chines to appear and give us an ei-

cuse for taking to the atr.
And what a ecowmry below,
seen by an alrman'
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green river-basins and extravagan.

vegetation; hill districts that
extraordinarily bleak and

Wi"l"*
wild ;

Inkes and streams that sparkled

the brilliant. sunlight;

aind bezuti-

ful white luwn: bearlng names such

as Jerusalem, Jtrir:h,m
Na;:ruth and Sh
lon

ough to ﬁ#
tine front was ifdes
pilot.
shot down an the wrong side
trenehes, it would -have been
a tho
the han
rale . & more
Europeéan) iny.ead
of the nspeakable

discovered for nw d
summer of lJust year, o

for the

shead, o

i‘l‘l seveial

l dhen di ilnn .
::lu:lh I M

Bethlehem

was not nnlunlr an-
Hlpntr the Pales-

war

Hnttthrmhhhumua

f Lhe
etier

Wmes had he fallen into
&1 the Hun (who & any
or  less clvilizen
of into thl_ilhaamﬁ

wieid | Doy but my head, nul: m‘.ut o
larm,

11a band of about a dozen mountain

{Telt an . ‘Intense paln

done—~—to get down to solid esarth as
quickly as possible. 1 banked rigp:
over and fell in. avvertical side-slip,
g0 that If the Yire grew the flames
should not reach back to the tall-
plane, A strange mixture of
thonghts raced at lighining speeld
through my nilnd, lncluding memaor-
les ‘of friends and old haunts of
every kind.  But above all 1 was
consclous of a thrill of fear Lyt was
so Intense as to be almost ph}'!lr‘il
and 1 i.'m.,lnd myself shouting bitfor
curses nto the unhearing air. -
With Ereat difficudty I foreed my
body through the tremendous Prés-
sure of the uprushing gir and lean-
ed out to look under tile fuselaga, 1
Was relieved to find that the samt
such of akr that was boxing my ears
had put the small flame., The Tao-

ricy still smounddered and sparkled
in places.

At a height of a few hundred 2ot
I brought the bus into & normal
euidg and sought a lapding placc,
only \to find that 1 was over _rocky
and desolate hill country.. 1 pieked
out a small patgh of level ground
fringed by a few stunted trees. It
was nﬂt nearly -long enough for
landing an aeroplane, but it was
gortainly better than the jaggei
ﬂﬂum that were the only aitérna-
ve

+« I flattened out and pancaked: on
to the near end of this pateh of
ground; ran right across it, swerved

A jarring , Al )
oliable nlnln rmm an-
or shook, the beginning ol
: would hl'l'lr been a colossal
headache if unconsciousness had not
brought relief. i
. ————

I Come to Under My Machine.

When 1 I'J-ultn to regain lﬂr SeNHeS
| found that it was moonlight. The
tolossal headache remained, and I
in  my vight|
thigh. The engine and tue body of
vhe machine were on tnp of me, 8o
that I couldd move no part of m

I looked around and saw, l:l:ilnh-
ing toward me over a pile of stones,

Arabs— unkempt and fierce-
eyed-—the sort of wandering no-
mads who duping. the lawless days
of the war In Arabla and Syria
through thelr sashes were the uaual
knives and long bone-handled
tols. The leading Bedoult had a
drawn knife In his hand, and the
fingered Iis glittering blade sug-
gestively. He was quite close to me
m;ﬂananfihem-
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dached nmluda of the einewatograph

‘hills 10 German

pis- ldruck, with a group of Jeering Turk-

BR!TISH AIRMAN ESCAPES IN CONSTANTINOPLE.

hested argument followed, in which
most of the Arabs took part

'n those days [ could understand
Httle Arable, and in any casa I was
not in a fit state 40 make Loe mental
effort needed ~ to - understand it
However, from frequent geaturs and
from the few words 1 cdught, 1 was
certain that ¢hey were discumsing a
rather dMficult problem. Would it
be wiser to give somebody up altv
and demand baksheesh from Afﬁ
Turks, or sirip the somebody of his
clothes and leave him on the hil)-
slde or kill the somebody aud take

his cjothes and leave the hod
the hlllside? s

Yet, beimg still half-stucned and
urmhia to grasp the full “conseclous-
ness of my own fdentity, I did not
regard myself as being concuoraed in
the argument, but adopied the da-

spectator. When the problem was
definitely settled by the wirrivai of
S0me men in Turkish uliorm, who
Hept the ragged Arabg at a deatanca,

I looked upon the scene jauch as if
it had bebn an old-time W'ld West
[lim, showing ¢he sheriff and his
posse riding to rescue the heroine
from the briganiis.

Of the days that followed I havs
visld recoliections of simce highly-
red . eplsodes. There wn I-

dreadful -night- rh'lu hhrnulh
lth

'.!féﬂ“ Jout |

.. There
Was & wmhnd period Is the Aus-
trian hospital at Tul-Keras, where

¥ endured, beside my' physical pain,.
that agony of ‘mind whiea comes to
nearly an II'!F:II captured prisoners
Was a hopeless atleinpt Lo es-
cape from this hospital
over the wall from the yarl au night
-‘t-t::, With the idea of walking fif-
t miles to the sea and thei swim-
sowthward past the trenches,
w -Were abowt five mies from
where I should have hit tha aaast
The attemrpt falled, becauss my leg
would not allow me to walk mors
thl three hundred yards. [ returns
to the hospital and tried 10 steal |
back unobserved, but wWas caught at
the door by an orderly.

Punishment in s Jafl at Naznreth,
Following this misfortune 1 was
sent tb Nasareth in an open railway

ish soldiers. As punishment 1  was
put into Nazareth criminal jafl, to-
gether with a particularly d.in:r
Avab prisoner., The floor was siMmy | not
and verminous and, without the
least _exaggeration, . I;hnmdl nr!'

dquarters,
l.':r l'll‘-
7 : an |

| whole of
by climbing ]

bugs crawled over <¢he walls at
night. After four days In this
pleasant home I managed to get iu-
to conversation with a German staff
officer, to whom I complained of
the Turkish treatment. As a resuM
1 wag glven beiteér guarters for the
rest of my stay in Nasdreth.

A fortnight later | was semt {0
Damascus, with some Australian of-
Mcers who hdd recently been cap-
tured. In Damascus we had a
wonderful plan of escape. Two
Druse Arabs agreed to supply dua-
gulses, ride with us to Deraa and
thenh take us In the mountalns easl
of the Turkish froat to the Dead
S8ea, where we hopéd to find the
friendly Hedjaz Arabs, who were
fighting for the Britdsh, and wou.d
obtain money to pay <he Drusas,
Twu hours before we had arranged

to slip eut of the ' barracks the
Syrian interpreter who had beem our
intermedigry betrayed us,. We wera
closely guwarded all night and next
morning weére senl with other pri-
mnarl, to Aleppo.

Next we travelled - to Asfa Minox
and in witer despair, wes found ouar-
aelves dumped in a desolate village
to be. punished beécanse some of us
hid wamied to escape. 4da a Ut
mud. soom In & mud hut we HNved
for seven dnrn—al[ht British off-
céers (two badly wounded) and two
smelly Turkish. guards. F‘ﬂl‘ food
we  were each HH.II’I*QI. ::r ;q?

f-of bread .‘P r

¥ . : flon-Kara- [ a0

- Tor H.. wag on
niuu from _ th
, fl;l#lll ‘the difticul-
e and lamguage, ' the
I.Iltirlhrlg’ﬂin Minor
was infested, during: E:- LWo
years of the 'l"ll". h',r nds of
bri £ s ulterly
ruthless, uttaﬂr "murﬂln.l. and
ready to kil a s
look at him. ‘' My only chaunce was
to be sent to Constantinopie, where
1 hoped to find friends. . How tu

nranage th WAS a4 ﬂﬂ! ult"
I"!‘ # hﬂlﬁl

blem, u
ﬂnt!lll to .lilu!r an
llﬂﬂma !ur midl-‘.n'l tréatment in

thuﬂu ;
e
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doetor . and explained

t!uut a5 a result .of my abroplane
i-.r tl‘ﬂlll l‘l“’

- fits, iﬂn of memory
and !EII-I :nmu olia. t;luuld 1

;...u*.““' caﬂ:’i.u“,?:

A . . '-# ! ]

lmm

hmﬂd and n
eopat and,

ties of a

mt nﬂ;

Eer d§ #00n as

An Australi#n captain named White
had sgreed to escapes with me. Hia
plan for going to the same hosplita)
Was to put several hot. poultices ou
his ankle until it was badly mark-
ed, and then to suggest that the
sald ankle was tubercnlar, This
bluff also ,suceeeded.

In the same ward as myself were
seven other British officers, only
ong of whom Qad anything the mat-
ter with him. The rest were sham-
ming wvariovs Hinesses, either to
guin time while arranging an es-
capes or in hopes of being passed by
a medical board as Sufficiently un-
fft to be sent Out of the country.

Turkish doctors, like most Turks,
are emormously etupid, eand my
nervous fits were realistle enough
to convinece them, so that I stayed
in the hospital for sevéral weeks.
But getting to Constantinople was
not enough—1 must arrange to be
allowed 40 go about the city, s0 as
to get into .touch with some peoplé
whose addresses had beem given me.
One day, while discussing the war
with the ehief Turkish doctor, he
expreased a great admiration Ior
Mr. David Lloyd (George Remem-
bering ‘- that under the fuun: Turk
regilme a Grand Vizier (mere or
less equivalent to a British - Prime
Minister) had the power of life and
'death over most people, 1 announck
ed casually and untruthfully . that
Mr. Lloyd George mnmum:.

'd’mfl his sin, ' That day |
the chief do P mled ilI'It-ll
of his friends to Mr. Lioyd
gousin, and during the  followix l.'
weéek he brought me into  thie cit
several time, took me salling on thé

rus, and iu-!rndtn': ‘me o

two of his lady frien talking n-

cessantly of what Mi njd George
would do if England wadh the war,

tér 1 persuaded theé chief doetor

llow me out for walks, alope but p

a: who followed

for a Turkish guard,

at my heels. Thus | was able to
meet people for whom I 'h been
looking. There was a Greek cafe
proprietor, who took letters fur me,
and through him 1 med a B ‘
civilian who cashed my checks . 2{
several hundred dollars. T m
into touch with various oth
ple whom it would bé IHII
able ‘to mention; but all of ﬂm’u
took great risks in helping
British officers to escape, - Finally,
through the engineer of a Russian
iramp steamer that was tlﬂ lying
in the Bosphorus, opposite the Sul
tafi's Palace, Captain White m ]
arranged to be takenm - across the
Black Sea to Odessa as stowaways.

4 ! B e T '

Folled by n '!'I;illh Bﬁ"‘
Just lharnt this Hme W Turmh

various |

A Prisoner in Palestine

spy saw CTCapiain White and mysel
visiting one of my pewly-made
friends, while the guard, who had
been . bribed for the purposs, re-
malned oulside the house, Ag A
resuit we were turned out of the
hospital next morning and sent to
The prison camp at Psamatia. In
a lew-giys' time, we were told we
would’ be sent back to Asla Minor,
850 ‘that we had .tg act quickly. We
fixed the morning of August 22 for
our escape, aml tmavelled to Con-
stantinople with guards, on the pre-
tense of golng to see a dentist.

By the grace of God, just before
we were ready to make our attempt,
the train on which we were travel-
ling ecollided with another traim
Taking advantage of this Heaven-
sant opportunit we both jumped
during the confusion.

At the bottom of the rallway slope
I slipped and fell. A guard jumped
on top of me, so that I failed once
again. I looked up and saw White
racing down & winding street and
pushing the Turks out ol his way,
purgued by two!/soldiers. He round-
ed & cormer, and seeing an open
déorway, dodged into .it; while the
guards, thinking he had gonsa omn,
ran past the doorway and into the
'nest street Fortunately for him,
the Inmates - of the house were
Greeks and triendly to the Allles. &
Greek woman hid him for three
hnl'i'i and from - her he huu;l*t a
nll - Puring the af-
fernoon he left the house efféctively
o} d A8 & Turk and reached the
iding place that had ‘been found
for us.
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a Bribe Does in Turkey.
Meanwhile T was tmken to the
nearest pollce station. AH Turks
ean be bribed, and knowing this, 1
offéred the two soldiers with me
fifty dollars if they would say that
I personelly had not tried to escape,
but that I had beén present woedn
~lll ompanion. jumped from the
‘They accepted the b:ibe with
T-h. police searched me theo-
l], but my bank notes, safely
géwn in my braces and lumnuum,
werae not Tound, and I had no other

incrfminating Hidam about me.
Hl:t morning, as a resuit of
‘s escape, every British olticer
and soldier In the neighborhood of
: ple was-to be sent Into
‘thia Interior of Anatolla. We were
Fl:ﬂ through the streeta tp the

a steamer was to tlkantnm-
Aslatie shore.
I-‘was deaperate, for in five min-

utes’ time my lasd, chance of escape.

rnuld be m I turned round at
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idge across the Golden Horan and:
rded on to the ferry stage, whence

"k

utes later that the fleld was clear, 1
dodged out wagein, and wlrl:hnut
showing any undue haste that would
attract attemtion, wslked up the
steps leading from the ferry slage
:::n.r.hu h:}ld}f& To my great rellet 1
8 not felowed, a
Into the cMy. T
The place of rendezvous fof the
man who had agreed to hide us was
@ (erman beer-house in thg Grande
Rue de Galata, 1 entered the beeor-
house, sat down, ordered A& glass of
beer and 'I‘H.H'.Eﬂ I stayed over an
hour and drank three more. glasses
of beer, but still the man I ‘was ex-
pecting did not arrive, The prb.
prietress—an ﬂnnrmuuulr fat Ger-
man woman-—came Lo my tabde amnd
egan taelking in German.
“Yon logk:very hol" s
“Have you been rnnninﬂ : b
“No, madam, I have been walking
ing In the sun. It is ur:r strong
today."”

She continued to ll.'t queéstions,
and although 1 happened to have
been at college im ﬂamr it _was
‘several years since 1 had apoken -
German comntinuouwsly, and I wae
Irightened of giving myself l.'lll‘
Finally: the teasion was 100 great
and I could hang on he innllr |
went back into the strest.

By now, 1 knew, the police would
be searching the town for me,
Thinking that  would be beatter b
he on the water than on land, 1 went
back to the bridge, with the idea or
hiring ‘a small boat to row on :.hi

osphorus. At the foot of ' the

e I recognized, to my great
horror, two of my old who
had evidently been ‘baek to
look for me. 1 alipped behind them
unnoticed, into Galata fruit bazhar.

Being the only man in the basagr
wearing a European hat, 1 attracted -
a ceriain amount of attemtion. A
Turkish gendarme approached and
demanded to see my wveclka (the
Turkish passport with which every-
body had to Be turnished). Natur-
ally, I had no vecika. But before
escaping I had thought of such &
predicament, and signed a civii-
fan photograph ' ef myself—"Fritz
Richter, Obeileutnant, in - her
Fliegertruppen” (First Lieutenant
in the German Flying Corps). 1 now
produced this, and explained in
fluent German and Turkish
ihat [ was a_ Germanm officer wear-
ing mufti, and that I would get the
policeman into serlous trouuls for

daripg to stop & German officer He

took the photo, looked at it dublots-
ly, and finally handed 1t to the stall-
hupur, who appeared to he able to
read German. The re con-
vinead the stall- . and  the
poliieman returned the photoxraph,
salazmed, apologized for havieg
questioned” a German  officer and
weal away. 36 dids L

Half an-hour liter I made . my
way to the Russian tramp steamier
that was to take me to Odozsa, and
siayed on board for the niglt. Nexg
morning I disgulsed mysell at a
Russian sallor, and my Inlend, the
chief engineer, led me to & car-




