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ders. General Elles,: commanding
the Tank Corps. proved himself to be
a man of extraordinary merit in or-
ganization of those new fighting ma-
' chines, with a simple nobility of soul
which endeared him to all his offi-
CErs. g s

There were many other able, con-
sclentious, gallant men commanding
pur. divisions! What mainly was
wrong with British generalship was
the systéem which put the high com-
mand into the hands of a group of

= best fighting divisions sent to the re-
gl liel of Italy, and the lack of defen-
jislve lines strong enough to check

ra.IShip Bef re the \Judgmei‘t fll e onrush of such overwhelming
i '? : . |

Bar of History S e
By Philip Gibbs =

dred and fourteen divistons 1o our
fl| forty-eight. Duriffg these bad days
fl| staff work was stralmed and broken
i for a time, owing to the break-down
_ ?f communications between the fight-
3 ng units and e 8,
R Ml ::-r.:tar subjects which enter largely 1 mand. He wgs iatensely shy andl wlfat orders wtr: :ﬂrii“:;ee:: uﬁﬂ:
Por many years afiér this w“r"taau;:‘::'i::nq::ﬂ:?-r:} ﬁ:':r:l:l:idhlil; lﬁﬁ';?::;ﬂ {Hhrinl;Jil::lg {rom m:tm::ﬂHl in | late, contradictory and impossible of | men belonging to the old school of
. y | . als . In- st mor By, an . J
f:;ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ I::‘:“ B;;:E;al:{ﬂ z?ln:hi,u:? Fl:ilutil:; IS B otiom =6 au in- | M Sioot I’ru::-;“tr:ﬂ huma: Hlﬂ: fulfilment ewing to a situation which | war, unable, by reason of their age
will be critiefsth  amd® controversy fluence over the imagination of his|of war: He was constitutionally
about its generalshiy. Mad will bﬂllmﬁl‘l- rapidity and sureness of judg- |unable td make a dramatie gesture
thrown—mnot in handsful., but in ]“'Em- and the intuitive sense of ac-|before a multitude, or to say easy, { fault of our generals, it seems to me,
bueket-loads—upon’ the French umh”““ which belougs alone to genius. |stirring things to officers and. men ! Was their desire to gain ground
whom he reviewed, His uhrnvu;whlch was utterly worthless when

changed from hour to hour. But in| and traditions, to get away from
due time—in the last nick of time— | rigid methods and to become elastic
British generals, perhaps also upon | Physically many of our generals were |
; | They were umnifun{l reserve prevented -him also, 1| gained. They organized small at-
tan | thigk, from knowing as much as he | tacks against strong positions, dread-

the dnemy was checked, and British|in faceé of new conditions.
generalship redeemed 4ts reputation Our stafl college had been hope-
]t;:r Ehhe wnn:lﬁrl‘lul sweep back, wp{zeu.llmly' inefficient i Its system fﬂt
n August of last year, after Foeh, training, if 1 a ustified in for
American. goustsls, by officers and 5?3:::{?5“]}1;!':&““-1 o i re had struck his deadly blow on the uucl:?nrfupininnmf:mu some apael::aig
men who belléve that battalions were | 0 s WHD 3qUate Jaws, Marne, with French, American and |produced by it, who had the brains
. needlessly sacrificed in -certain acs |TUAGY faces, searching and rather | ought ta have known about the opin- | fully costly to take, and after the British troops, the whole British line [ of canaries and the manners of Pots-
tions; that horrible blunders were |P1TD BTeY eyes, closely cropped halr f lons of officers and wen and getting | desperate valor of men had seized & | moved forward and gained a series|dam .* Th was also a close corpo-
mude from time to time, and that | Erowing - white, _H'IEII a lttle white | direet information from them. Un- | few yards of mangled earth, foynd|of victories by repeated hammerration amon the officers of the
vietory might have heéen gained at immllﬂlurlw neatly trimmed on the ap- | fortunately, too, he held the supreme | that they had made another smhall|strokes which, as Marshal . Foch de-| regular army, so that ihév took the
less cost if the strategy and tactics YT, ip. A command of the British armies on |salient, jutting out from their front clared, "broke the enemy to bits, lion's share .{.lf stafl Hl-'lii;ulntmenh
of the High Command had been more | General Horne, of the First Army; | the Weriarn front when. In the bat- [ In a V-shaped wedge, s¢o that ff was o
selentific, and quieker in undun:md~Iu”wm| Byng., of the Third .-}nu:,r: tle-flelds of the Somme apd Flanders, | a death-trap fop the men who had to
ing the enemy’ Ve neas or strengih {‘:Hnerlul Rawlineon, of the Fourth|of Pleardy and Artols, there was not {hold it . This was done again and
in certaln plates om certaln days |ATMY: General Haldane, of the Sixth | much chance for wring strategy, but | again. and I remember one distin-
. There |8 no mad at present who can iArm}f.'ﬂ-mmm‘I Hulln-n; of the Elev-|only for hammer strokes by the flesh |gnished officer saying., with Dbitter
give exact judiclal decislons upon the ' P10 Corps; General Snow, “of and blood of men againgt fortress | irony, remembering how many of his

Those last battles, lasting from |thus keeping out brilllant young men
August 8th to November 11th, were|of the newer armies, whose brain-
fine in generalship, and for the first | power, to say the least of it, was on
_ the
particular comtluet of the generals in seventh Corps, with many divisional{ positlons—the German trench sys- men had died, “Our generals must
the felds.  whosver they may be, be- generals like De tems, twenty-five miles deep in luﬂ.—ihﬂ.\'ﬂ their lHttle V's at any price, to
nelled earth-works and machine-gun | justify  themselves at G.H.Q.”

time 8ir Douglas Halg and his army |a higher level than that of the Sand-

staff were able to get the enemy on | hurst standard. Here and there,

the run by a series of strategical and | where the unprofessional soldier ob-

IE'-‘.‘dhnlcalm%ileraH?ns well dlﬂ;iu«a];i. tained a chance of high command or

: i : - and carr Q 0 sueccess with the i . he |

calide a mass of minute and technical | BTalthwalte, Ferguson, Congreve and _ help of the vﬂ{nr of 300,000 young 3:351:.:]1"&?;1.}:; 1::1n3r:;;?1g:1h?uv:hurﬂi

evidenece is I"hl]llh"ﬂﬂ Before there can | r‘:hln..if. could all be described In that -illHlH”"‘- when the IT'I.I.III'FI'IH"}’ of in the hattles of the Somme Ihﬂf bU}'-ﬂ- who had come out to A1l up the anilt, thEE "oy ndidn ity '..Inurl:’, »
be a summing up of defence or hlunml““}'- in spite of mu'rlu-lv.l individual casualtles among British troops was | attacked fsolated objectives ®&n nar-
in even & I-“Il.lr Eetion still more ml_.'tll"ft*rﬂnm-_ as all mother's sons differ | .ut of all propartion to thelr g:llllﬂ,fl‘lﬂ'l.'- fronts, 8o that the anemy swapt
a serles of hattles like ihose fought from one another ¥ i ground, so that our men's spirits our men with fire by artillery con-
on the British fronl, and that is hard- M‘*"“}”F they had similar qual evolied against these massacres of | centraled from all points, instead - &7
hey had unfalling physieal | "heir vouth and they became embit-| having to disperse his fire during a

tered against the. generalship and|general attack on a wide front. In

gaps In the old ranks, and with the| blindingly—in the ablé generalship
gallant ald of two American divl-|of the Australian corps. in which
ly avallable. All that is possible at | ties
the' present time 1s to analyze in a | fOUrage—though. courage is .not put
itall work whigh directed these sac-|the days of trench warfare, when the
rificial actions. / anemy artillery was much stronger

Blons—the Twenty-seventh and the|mast of thé commanders. like Gen-
Thirtleth. erala Hobbs, Monash and others,were
men jn civil life before the war. The
TR e tat saslyse 14 ., Bie 1t mach Be: sodsin : aiacsal saime thing was observed in the Ca-
qualities of our dommand, and to | PP w_hh'?h' above the rank of briga. /
toneh upon some of the weakuesses |31, works far from the actiial line There were ‘timea when the sense |than ours and when his infantry
and fallures of the system, character the | of bitterness became intemse, to the | strength was enormously greater, our
British
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érr, and some of them due to sheer,
simple, regrettable stupldity.

Capyright, 1919, by the McClure Nows-

Early Desire to Gain Worthless
Ground. ;
In the early days the outstanding

Lisle, Nogent,

-

GERMANY EXPRESSED REGR

For the sinking of Ythe Bussex, three

years ago today, May 10, 1916.

Find another German.
YESTERDAY'S ANBWER

Upstde down nose af shouwlder.

News From ul.
Cataraqui, May 6.—A successful

They Were Justified.
So, after ar., 1n spite of all criti-
cilam, British generalship was justi-
fied, and they gained the last victo-
rles over the German generals—those

in
Weare

| of battle, unlesa It *‘glips”

nadian corps, General Clurrie, the
corpsa commander, having beén an-
astate agent, and many of his high

and actions of the commanders m stern

this article | propose to put down, |

not In any dogmatic apirft, some of

aificers having had no military train-
the conclusions | havé reached about

Hritlhh generalship, as far as | was
ahle’ to observe it during the war.
The official war correspondent with
the British armies in 'the feld, of
whom 1 had the honor to he one, had
considerable opportunity of ;uuq'?:
the quality of the generals in_ coh-
mand, becayse we visited their head-
quarters constantly during the pro-
gress of battles, had a close know-
ledge of their staffs, and enjoyed per-
sonal friendship with many of them
who came as guests to our own mess
or Invited us to theirs.

From the point of view of personal
character, no body of men could be
more admirable, as great gentlemen
. of the old-fashioned English type—
which is » very good type too, in its
oOWR way. They had the easy dig-|
nity of men who belonged to good
English, Irish and Scottish families,
and who, for the most part, had been
dedicated from youth to the profes-
sion of arms, like thelr fathers and
grandlathers,- as & hereditary caste.
Many of them had served in India,
Egypt and South Africa, and had
gained distinetion first of all in their
young days by personal gallantry,
and then by gdministrative talent org
prestige im thelr own profession.
The "soclal pull"” had been abandon-
ed during the Sonth Africaw war, and
certainly in this war there were no

soclety flvw 0 High Com-
mand owing

. _position ‘to pett}-
eoat or nrﬂﬂfﬁ._ﬂﬂun in ex-
alted places. Instead, th was a
certain clannishngss of _ command,
due to the infl of the cavalry as
the premier bra of the army.
This was not by the number
of cavalry gemerals among the mili-

tary chiefs, .Six_John (afterward

Lord) French ﬁ S8ir Douglas Halg,
both oar in-chief, being
of the cavalry school of training and

tradition. In & war which depend-
ed less upon ca (as far as the

wrong direction. They
disciplinarians,
of troops by thelr smartnes< in salat
ing and on parade, which did not ae
count
Australians. Most of

conservative by politieal
and hereditary Ingtinet, and conser
vative also In military ideas anc
methods. They distrusted the *““hril
Hant" fellow and were inclined t
think him unsafe; and they were no
quick to allow young men

grey hair and experience,

country's sake, they demanded equa
willilngness of sacrifice from every of

slacker or the weakling.

No General with Magnetism.

ous but - essential quality of grea
Eeneralship—inspiring large
of men with exalted enthusiasm, de
yotion and faith.
to matter very much to the
whether an army commander,

dorps eommander or a divisional com

them miargh past on their way to bat
tle, or on their way back.

ed down their ranks, mo hoa
was there, as when

on his white horse in the Penins

like a little old falcon on his
charger. Nine men out of

the ranks did not even know

and tesiasd the quality

for the fighting merit of the
them were
tradition

to galn
high command at the expense of their
They
were industrious, able, consclentious
men, never sparing themselves long
| hours of work for a life of eage
because they were willing to sacrifice
their own lives, if need be, for thbir

, Bnd

ficer and man under their authority,
having no mercy whatever for the

It is unfortunate that among these
British generals there was not one
whose personality had that mysteri-

bodles

it did not seem
men
a

mander stood in the roadside to see

They
saw one of thes sturdy men in his
“brass hat,” with his ruddy face and
white moustache, but no thrill pgss-/
cheers broke from them because He
Wellington gat

la

war, or as when Napoleon saluted his
Old Guard, or even as.when Lord
Roberts, ""Our Bobs,” came perched
big
ten in
the
name of thelr army general or of the

point of fury, so that a voung staff

* | manfier, was like a red rag to a bull
“jamong battalion officers and  men,
and they desired his death excesad-
-ngly, exalting his little personality,
dressed In a well-cut tunic and fawn-
“jcolored riding breeches and highly
I | polished top boots, into the supreme
-} folly of “the Staff™* which made men
) ) attack impossible positions.sent down
L] conflicting orders, issued a litter of
documents—ecalled by an ugly n;s.;ga
—containing impracticable instrue-
tions, to the torment of the adjutants
and to the scorn of the troops. This
prejudice against the staff was stack-
e high by the fires of passion and
despair, A good deal of it was ut-
terly unjust, and even the jaunty
! young staff officer, with red tabs and
polished boots, was often not quite
such a fool as he looked, but a gal-
lant fellow who had proved his pliek
in the early days of the war, and was
now doing his duty —about egqual to
the work of a bhoy clerk—with real
industry and #n exaggerated senbe
of dta Importance. Personally and
with utter honesty, 1 can pay high
tribute to many of our staff ofMcers
at divisional, corps and army head-
quarters, hecause of their industry,
efficilency and devotion to duty. And
duri the progress of battle | have
segn them, hundreds of times, work-
ing desperately for long hours, with-
out much reat or sleep, so that the
fighting men shounld get their food
and munitions, so that the *artillery
should support their actions, and.the
froops in reserve move up to their
(relief at the proper timé and place. .

All the administrative side of our
war was qguite marvellous in its
method and organization, and the ar-
mies were worked like clock-work
machines. The transport was good
beyond all words of praise, and there
was one thing which never failed to
reach poor old Tommy Atkins, un-
less he was cut off by shell-fire ,and
that was his food. The mofor sup-
ply columns and ammunition dumps
weére organized to the last item of ef-
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afficer, In his red tabs, with a jaunty |

generals insisted upon the
troops adopting an “‘aggresalve” at-
titude, with the result that they were
shot to pleces., Instead ol adopting,
Ilike the French, a gquiet and walting
attitade until the time ecame for a
sharp and terrible blow. The bat-
tlea of Neuve Chapelle and Loos, In
1915, cost us thousands of casual-
tiea, and gave us no gain of any ac-
count; and both generalship and
atalf work, in - the opinion of most
officers who know anything of those

Men Had to Die That They Might
Learn,

After all, our generals had to learn
their lessons, like the private soldier
and the young staff officer; In condi-
tiona of warfare which had never
been seen before—and'it was bad for
the private soldler and the young bat-
talion officer, who died so they might
learn. As time went on staff work
improved, and British generalship
was less rash Iin optimism and less
rigid jn ideas. 1 am ecertain from
what [ know of war that the general-
ah‘.'i'n-qnd stalf work of the Second
Army, commanded by General ™-Sir
Herbert Rlummeér ,was as near per-
fection as any human organization
may be, and all British officers who
served in that army will agree. Sir
Herbért Plumer did, | think, more
nearly approach the position of a
leader of men by personality, than
any other commander I ean mention,
except perhaps General Birdwood—
known to all his men as ““Birdle,” be-
cause of his dapper figure—who
commanded the Australian . corps.
| Plumer's old bulidog face and blue
eyes were known to his men, and
they liked him and had faith in him,
chiefly because he was anxious for
their comifort and never “let them
down" in all tHe spade work th?t
mnust be done to insure success (n
battle. The battles of Wytschaete
and Messines, on June Tth, 1917, was
|thé most perfectly organized battle
of which I know anything, and was a

owing

battles, grievously at fault, ;

nius,
Sir Julian Byng,

the great soldier,
of the Sixth Corps, who

enerby and ruthless purpose.

{ Uister) Division, and

profeasional war chjefs, who made
more blunders than ours, in spite of
all thelr science and -all their power.
In spite of what | have said in eriti-
clasm-—rather sweeping in its scope—
I must not be thought to deny the
solid ability of many corps and divi-
slonal generals, though in my opin-
ion they did not possess great ge-

formerly com-
manding the Canadian corps and af-
terward the Third Army, was a man
of firm will and some audacity of
Imagination, and many qualities of
General Holdane,
formerly
commanded the glorfous old Third
division, splendid in a score of bat-
tles, is a man of keen intellect, vital
Gen-
eral Harper, of the Fourth Corpsa,
known affectionately as “Unele Har
per,” when he commanded the Fifty-
first Highland Division, of deathless
renown in this war, impressed me as
a-soldier of strong character and de-
cision, and had the trust of his men.
General Nugent, of the Thirty-sixth
General
Hidkey, of the Sixteenth (Irish) DI-

vislon, Zerﬁ fine dirisional ecomman=

ing of any sclentific importance be-
fore they handled their own men in
France and Flanders.

This war, however, was n% won
by great generalship, either among
the Britlsh, French or American ar-
mies. it was won. by the valor of
the private soldiers and their young
regimental officers It was won by
the faith and spirit of saerifice of
gallan{ youth, who, In spite of ttagle
blundars m_n‘l. frightful slaughter,
fought-their way to victory.

Notes from Bath.

Bath, May §-—Born on Sunday,
May 4th, to Mr. and Mrs. HRichard
Osborne, a son. The schooner Mer-
rill, which was on a shoal near Fair-
haven, N.Y., will be here in a day or
two with a cargo of coal for Overton,
Ball, Mrs. Frederick Bicknell, of
Boise, Idaho, visted her ocousin, O.
Ball, on Thursday. Robert Mott is
laid up this week with an attack of
sciatica.

The devil bas a mortgage on some
men who sing of “mansions in  the

concert was held in the township hall
here on BEaster Monday under -the
auspices of the Ladies® Ald. $90
was realized. J. 'Wise Is bullding »
store house for flour and feed. Born
to Mr. and Mrs. H. C. S8impson, a
deughter. Mrs. C. Horne, Erie, Pa..
Is visiting her sister, Mrs. H., Q.
Simpson,

Captain A, K. Copnolly, M.D., an
old Cataraqui boy, whoe has been
doing hospital work overseas for
over two years, wis calling on some
old acqualttances bhere Jast week, He
was on his way to his home in Sal-
mon Arm, B.C, Evelim Klser, Tor-
onto, 8 here with her mother who
has been quite ill. Warden Edwards
and Norman Kelly, at Queen's and
E. Riley and H. Cooke at Guelph,
passed their examiunations. Mrs. N.
Bunker, Ottawa, is the guest of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W, J. Smythe,
Sunnyside. Mis. Wymah Rowe Is
staying with Mrs. . Smith. R. Cur-
ran has returned from New Jersey,
where he went to attend the funer-
al of his cousin, Dr. H, Orser.

gkiea.”
There's o diference in making re-

ligion a convenience or a virtue.

-

Effective. sérinond aré

| ivered
every day without use of :

Western Front was concerned) than
any war in_history, this perhaps was
unfortunate, though no commander-
in-chief needs deep’ technical know,

ledge of engineering. chemistry and |
I g i,

t CORNS!
" LIFT CORNS OFF

great and complete victery,
entirely to preliminary preparations
of all detalls. - Sir Herbert Plumer
had the advantage of being advised
by a Chief of Btaff who had real ge-
nius, and was, in my humble opinion,
the one sustaining brain of-the Brit-
sh armies In the fields, though un-
known to popular fame. This was
3ir John Harington, who had a brain
like a sharp sword, an immense
grasp of detall, and a fine nobility of
| character which was like a flame of

corpé commander. It meant noth- :
ing to them. They did mnot face ficleney. Our map department WAS
death with more passionate courage | Magnificent, and the.admiration of

to win the approval of a military idol. the French. Our intellirence hranch
That was due partly to the corfditions | W88, as a rule, excellent, and often
of modern warfare, ‘which make it |®most uncanny in the mu:urlﬂ: of its
difficult for generals of high rank to | Information about the ememy's dis-
get Into direet personal touch with | Position and plans. Sorthat the staff
their troops.and to the masses of men | Wa8 Dot altogether hopeless in its ef-
angaged. But those difficulties|fect. a8 the young battalion offieers,
could have been overcome by a gen-}With sharp tongues. and a semse of
eral of Impressive personality, able |Injustice in their hearts, made out,
to stir the impaginations of men by with ‘pardonable blasphemy, in their

rds of fire spoken at ight | dugouts.
:&u. By b hu?nﬂa: u:r:n ﬁ::!:r.r:n al Nevertheless, there was a good | burning emdeayor. Colonel Mitch-

hir ¢ ®-of victory sels b _{deal to eriticise j“‘tlr !nnugh' and all, 'ﬂim the intelligence branch
l:l :;rlez“ntium l:ntnltr !m:dod;afi ;lra there s no doubt that British-gene- | of the Second Army, was also a man
such man appeared on the Western | T8lship and staff work made many |Of outstanding ability, and many oth-
Front until Foch obtained the su.|Mistakes, some of them no doubt un- | ®r staff officers in that army were
preme command. . On the British | 8Y0llable, becanse it is biman to|brilliant and able men.

front there was no general with the ™ .. . The effect of such staff work was
Strong Words of a

gift -of speech—— a gift too much de- apparent th hout the army, and
spised by our British men of action " there was very lttle of that hostility
—or with a character and prestige| - G“Qllﬂl V hetween battalion ul'lim? and the
which could raise hin to the seérvice h staff which was ‘violent in’ expression
; e ——
He Says Dodd's Kidney Pills Sav

rank In popular Imagination. Dur- elsewhere on the front.
James Black at the

ing the retreat from Mons, Sir John Unfortunately, :
French had a touch of that personal stalf of t.h: Mmﬁ t;i—.
rect its energy to the organization of
Five is Shouting :ﬁ
Great Cansdian

v 7 & |
“I Do Wi.h Vacation Were | l:_'le._l"c So \
I Could Get a Rest”

it

ﬂm'l
of the

hurt a bit to lift that
touchy com off with ™
fingers '

- ——

“Strange I never thought of it befc
fﬂl’lhﬂ'thltht‘luftﬁma:#_' L

p:itar—h:u nru:::: meant some-
thing to the men use of his repu- series -
tation in South Africa; but after- ll:; 1817 nfnh‘él-lu“ o :I;‘hdrl:u
watd, when tremch war began Remedy, | Fifth Army, under Gough,
and the daily routine slaughter Dadd’'s Kidney Pills. on its left. And owing to the state
under German gunfire, when our ar-| Guelph, Ont., May 9th ( =~ | of the ground, mangled into chaos
tillery was weak, and when our in-}|“l would have bad to undergo aul by artillery, with hundreds of brooks
fantry wae .reduced t8™attack fixed » Or be dead only for Dodd’s | overflowing their broken banks and
positions of terrible streangth, with- Pills,”” These are strong|with incessant rains for five months, |.
ont adequate support and not a dog's | words. But Mr. James Black, an those attacks were murderous to our
chance of luck against such odds, gmtleman who moved here recently . And there was the most hor-
 the prestige of mlmmudur-l-- from Maldstone, makes Lhe  state-] rible mess of blood and mud on. the
chief faded from men’s minds and he | ment without hesitation. . way from Ypres to Passchendaele
lost place in their admirgtion, It| f guffered from Kidney trouble| which has ever been seen in the his- it irr the to carry
was m out '. hm “d‘ -'ﬂ. m m i‘ my Ml“ H.r_ . i ﬂ' T. h" m :
“and a friend me to| tered In immense num
d's Kidney Pille. When | hﬁ-nﬁuﬁm
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