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CHARGE OF BISHOP "Bmwm

10 THE SYNOD OF ONTARIO

Notes the Changed Conditions Owing to the War—Thée Re-
ligious Outlook—More Attention Must Be Paid to

Plain and De finite Teaching.

The following is the charge
livered to the Synod of Ontario by
Bishop Bidwell on Tuesdsy~ aller-
nOon .

My Dear Brethrem of the Clergy
and Laity:

It Is with an intense feeling ol Lhe
deep solemnity of the occasion thal
1 deliver my charge lo you this year.
The very existence of our Empire ls
being Lhreatened; all the ideals [hat
we hold maost dear are at stake, and
the issue Is as yvet unkoown. Let my
first word then be in the name of
this sypod a message Lo our galiant
men who are gliving and risking thelr
liveg for our sakes at the front that
we will support them to the efid, and
next that whatever measurés may be
deemed necessary by the Governmend
for socuring this resull will be loyval-
iy accepted by wus, whatever saeri-
{ices may be involved Our faith is
being sorely tested But our cause
4g sure to triumph, because gocod
cannot bé beaten by evil. Buat the
giraln of the struggle Is severe, and
probably will become even more se-
vere befora the end, so that every
resource of faith, every ounce of de-
tarmination will_be needed to quthrl
us to stand fast, and see the conflici
through (o the [inal victory

More than ever then mtst be turn
In this way we
realize and show our belief In the
presence of God in the world, whieh
iz our only hope. He alone can bring
onder out of confuslon, and light out
of the terrible darkness which now
covers the world We musat show
ourselves to be on the side of God
by keeping His presence sver before
us In our daily lives. 1 therpfore be-
geech vou to pray withoul ceasing

I have spoken of our men at the
front. Their herolsm and endur-
most strongly
the slanders that hﬂ\'ﬂgvll carrent
regarding thelr moral ébnduct and
sobriety.. ‘The Bishop of Frederic-
ton, whom the House of Bishops ap-
pointed to go overseas to inspect and
report on conditions there, while in
the report which he has made he
does not for a moment deny the ex-
{stence of great temptutions to which
some sgocumb, yet proves most con-
clusively the groas exaggeration of
many-of the sialements wade, which
are deeclared: by those in a pozition
to know to be part of a regular pro-
Germai propaganada to discouraze
our people. Taking all the ecircam-
slances into consideration, he con-
sldera that the standard maintained
by our men s high. We will do all
we can to keep our boys from temp-
tation, bt at the same time we re-
pudiated with indignation the dis-
gracefy]l calumnies which have been
eireviated by fanatical and irre-
sponsible peopie, wha arg really
gullty of aiding the enemy by such

~aonduet.

Regarding the general ouwtleok faor
the fulure, it is clear that we are
entering upon a period of greal
changes In every department of life
We shall do wisely if we endeavor
1o anssimilate the lessons which this
terrible struggle is teaching us, so
that a better world may emerge
from the chaos which now reigns. |
will touch briefly upon the more oit-
standing facts.

Materinlism Has Gone.

in the firat place, the sheer ma-
terialism which remliy ruled in pre-
war days has gone, I hope never Lo
return. It 18 abundantly clear to-
day thal the life of a nation depends
upon the ideals which it is prepared
to maintain at all costs. The very
thought of the sheer luxury and ex-
travagance whieh prevalled in. pre-
war days iz revolting to us Row
when we remémber the hardships so
gladly endured by our meén at the
front. Life shows signs of becom-
ing much simpler, and therefore
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AMERICAN MISSION
et DOUAUMONT

An American misslon recently
went to the French front and during
thelr tour inspected the Fort of
Douaumont, one of the principal de-
fewuces of Verdun, which the PFrench
have reconsiructed and strengthened
sipce they drove out the Huns, The
accompanying pictures show the
mission before one of the under-
ground entrances 0 the fort on the
pide of Douaumont hill and its mem-
bers returning beside a narrow
gange rallwar built to bring up sup-
ples and ammunition. The nature
of the country, devastated by gun:
fire and full of shell eraters, Is well
depicted.  All the members of the
jarty, including many of thelr escort
of French officers, nre wearing hel-
miets and gas musks as a precaution
dgninst stray German shrapoel or
Rsphyxiating sbhells. -~
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tunities in life, the ramoval as far as
may he of thé present system of
grinding competition which is an-
aswerable for so many evils, and the
Christianizing of the mrelations of
capital and labor, all these things are
the teritimate—sphere -in -whi¢h the
church should and must exercise her
influenge.  The council for social ser-
vice of our church, by means of the
literature circulated under the ex-
tremely able editorship of Professor
Michell, ‘a meniber of this Synod, bhas
done something towards famillariz-
ing chureh members with the sub-
jects in question, But we must never
forget that the church must approach
these questions not from a material
or even from a purely philanthropie
point of view. The church mmst rely
nminly uapon spiritual weapons. She
must seek primarily to change men’s
hearts, to get the apirit of Christ in-
to them, to bulld up the Kingdom of
GCod and His righteousness here and
now. Not alleviation, but redemp-
tion Ia the task her master has
signed to her,

na-

United Effort Needesd,

Further it is beginning to he seen
that If the church I8 to exerciae upon
the world the In{luence she might,
there must be united effort upon the
part of all those who confess and
call themselves Christians. If the
world Is to listen, as 1 belleve that
she is ready to listen, then Chrstians
must learn to speak with one voloe.
Hitherto we have only seen the difi-
culties of closer unlon, and they cer-
tainly are serious enough. But the
time has now come to consider the
possibilities, We have in oor
chureh a priceless heritage. Certain
great truths for which we stand we
could neveér surrender, becanse of
their proved spiritual value to count-
lesa numbers o én and women from
the earliest di.‘j%"tﬂ the present time,
But closér unlon should comse not on
the basls of ellmination or even of
comprise, bot of contribution of
treasure. . This Is a question for
the leadeérs of our church to take aup
without delay, as spasmodie and un-
diseiplined movements lead nowhere,
The time has come for the church as
a whole to express Its mind on this
important matter,

Onee the Christian forees of the
country were able to speak with a
united volee, we eould impress uwpon
our statesmen, as we cannot now, the
tremendous and national importance
of spiritual training for our children,
side by slde with their mental and
physical education in our -schools.
We could then see to it, that the mat-
ter of providing for the spiritual
neéds of the population that we are

bullding wup In this country, left
hitherto o the efforts of various re-
H;iuniml!ultllkthlt they are
obvipusly unable te fulfll adequately,

should be seen to be a natiomal obli-
inﬂm and that the previous policy
of doing every thing to meet the ma-
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of them as fol-
lowsg: “Majora Kidd and 'l."l'l*r;.;::n!
are doing splendid service.” !

He goes on to speak of Major Kidd
in a way that greatly redounds.to
his credit. stating thal no chaplain
in the canps. has rendeced more affoc-
tive service. Of Major Creegan he
says that his service Is marked by
gqulet, faithful devotion to 'duty .and
untiring zeal, and adds: ""They both
are chaplains of a very high order."
When he hear such a gratifying re-
port, we cannot but feel glad taat |
this diocease considerably exceeded
its shareof the sum asked for by Col- _
onel Almond from our church to help |
the social work that our chaplain our |
doing 8o ably among the men. May |
God bless them and their work, and
keep them safe in the midst of so
many and great dangers, '

(lergy amd Military Service,

[ have heen asked to make a state- |
ment on the question as to whether
under the great stress of need for
men the clergy of miltary age should |
offer themselves for service other
than that of chaplain. The British |
Government recéntly withdrew the |
exemption of tae clergy, bat t‘t+r:-'i
soon afterwards cancelled this por- |
tion of .the measure, and placed the |
cléergy In the same position as belore, |
That is to gay, as excluded from com- |
]pulhu['. sorviea, NO reguoest to this |
effect was made by Lhe ecclesias tical |
authorities, whe were quite willing to |
do what the government determined |
upon. The British Government gave |
as a reason for the reversal of the lr
action, bringing the clergy undér con- |
ﬂrrlpllun that they found that when |
they came to look into the matter
that after due and proper provision
for the apiritnal nelbds of the people |
at home, which they recognized D
was absolutely mnecessary to pravide 1
for, they found that so few anpar:i—h
tively speaking would be left for con- |
seription that they preferred to leave !
it a voluntary malttear. .

The English Bishops are I under-
stand, making provision for clergy
that ran possibly be spared to enlist,
méainly in the rmm--;u_-m-nI'.mummg
branches of the service, as this is|
what . the Governmaent regnosted. Bul
they are very careful not to do any- |
thing to leave the spiritual needs of
the people at home uncared for, That
is the daly proper basis of actlon. In
this diocese we hdve already several |
vacant parishes, and in other cases
I have been obliged to give one man
charge of pwo misslons, and in still
another to attach a mission which has
long had a clergyman of its own to
two THélghboring parishes, Further-
mare, of our younger clergy have
Jisl heen summoned for tl:llﬂlﬂ'ﬂl-ll.-
duty as chaplaing, so that more par-
ishes will be thrown on my hands.
Consoquently, any clergyman who
might feel inclined to offer himiselt
for service other than that of chap-
lain, must congider very seriously
Hmmwm-nnt:ﬂu. Tt is
mistake to suppose that
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] STANDARD BANK

OF CANADA
HEAD OFFICE - TORONTO

A General Banking Business
conducted, offering special facili-
ties in the handling of business
accounts. |

KINGSTON BRANCH

J. F. ROWLAND, Manager.
W

What Cash You Need
When Travellmg

—and more particularly, when
are required—is best carried in the nrf
ﬁa Letber of Credit, idsued by The Merchants

EBT'D 1872
L T4

: This old established form of international banking,
is preferred by many experienced travellers bocllﬂ

of its absolute security.

Letters of Credit are cashed onl{hn
banking ecorporations, and after th tity of ﬂll
holders is established to the satisfaction of bank
ufﬁma‘im This insures safety, and guards aguinst
losa and theft.

THC MERCHANTS BANK

Head Ofiice: Montreal. 'OF CANADA Established 1864,
KINGSTON HR&NCH

hnielr I)npg-..rt Hu:ru to RenL

G. E. HAGUE, Manager.
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The SAFEST MATCHES in the WORLD
Also the Cheapest! — are

EDDY’S
~“SILENT 500°S”

Bafest bhecause they are Impregnated with a chemical solu-
tion which renders the stick “dead” Immediately the match is
extinguished —

Cheapest, because there nre more perfect matches to the
sized box than in any other box on the market.

War time economy and your own good sense, will urge the
necessity of buying none but EDDY'S MATCHES.
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proportion of military chaplaina h‘:l\'l'l
already. lost their lives, and many
more have been wounded. Now that
they are allowed to go with the men
o the front trenches, thelr position
is one of constant danger, and calls
for a courage second to none. They
{Continued on Page 11.)
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“Safeguarding the Investor”

This is the title of a smail pamphlet dealing with
the services offered by Members of the Toronto
Stock Exchange in buying or selling all kinds of
securities, It is to be mailed in a few days. If
your copy does not come to hand write any
Member - and one will be sent immediately.
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Any Member of the Toronto Stock Exchange
can buy or sell any security for which

there is a market anywhere in tﬂ- world.
‘Toronto Stock Exchange

Established .Otufr 70 Years.
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