icinity of the Big German Drive=Allies
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PO B COURTESY BE G

~ N NUM 1 to 'hinh atten-| The first effective work on this side

'Pltlltg has \lllm drawn Dby thurnt the Atiantic was initiated by Pref.
umn::q]&, lr:"ﬁmnrlul Bphag- |cured samples of various qualities of
pum Moss expert, is one of Canada's moss ‘from the British authprities

resources, one ~great value jearly im 1916 ‘and then explored ihe

, bogs of Eastern Nova Emtln[ hnuldt:l

, . The use of moases | waa able to locate supplies of material

:llﬂ:.m' :;:;M dates at least which the same authorities accepled

ms far back as<the Napoleonic Wars, as "perfect.’ The first spbagnum dress-

fbut the demand for and extessive use jugs sent overséas were made up from

of Sphagnum Moss did not materialize | this moss in the autumn of 1916 by

Suntil 1915, and in the Spring of [the Jualor Red Crosz of Guysboro,
" e W3 the experimental | Nova Scotia _

a8 become the de-| Since then the industry has devel-

Great Britain is no longer |oepd steadily. The McGill University

to fil] .it, and. Canada and the | Women's Union established & sphag-

pd States are now being actively [num department in & laboratory

for - ¥ absorbeat | very genmerously placed thelr dis-

APssal by the University = Medical

o I

SPHAGNUM MOSS DRESSINGS FOR WAR PURPOS

to Mr. Harry| Porter of McGill University, who se-)
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"7 (1) ' On British Western Front in France—Re pairing shells at & dump. (2) On the British West.
ern Front in France—View of a square in Arras, sh owing the wrecked buildings and a band playing.
(3) On'the Britigh Western Front in France—One of the entrances to Arras. (4) Men of the Wilts re.
turning from the trenches wearing captured German trophies. (6) On the British Western Front in
France—Watching the Germans—a British lookout man at the end of & small trench in front of the British

front line—The periscope through which the soldier is watohing the enemy’s movements is coverod with
rough canvas to disguise it. (6) On the British Western Front in France—Moving up the guns and

an idea of the ground cenditions at the front.
the line.
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been very rapid |coust, and equally good moss grows

School In the -autumn of 1918, and |developments have

from that day untll this has been pre- ,
paring moss and shipping dressings. ed to'such an extemt that the Canadige (example, on the west coast of Van-

Ancther important function of thls or- Red Cross bhas decided to start pro-  couver Islabd—but Httle or no first
ganization has been td” make up ex- duetion on a large scale, and the class surgical material has been found
perimental sphagnum, dressings of Americans are organizing for an im- far from the sea, although there are
many sorts to try out the different  mrense output for the use of their own  IDemnse areas of Sphagoum bog in
grades of Canadian wmaterial Yinder land the French hospitals. the ioterior both of Canada and the
varying comditions. ' . "No moss can of course be procured ' United States. Tae best qualities: of
During the winter of 1917 amother in the east until the smow maeits, and |moss Are likely 10 be found close Lo
work reom was started at Dalhous'e  the
University, Halifax, and the Canadian |sphagnum is alse found on the Pacific times considerable areas of clean high-
Red Crosa definitely adopted sphag- coast. Mr, Bmith, with the help of the | grade materidl #ll what was ouce &
num for bhospital -dressings and pre- Canadian Sphagnum Committes, pro- small pond.. Before any aitempt ls
pared to open working centres on l_icur‘d & car of Vancouver 1sland moss made to cellect moss In guantities all
large scale. Unfortunately the changew emnrly in the winter, and this carlcaed of the bogs In the district should be
in the Atlantic shipping sitoation | (which Mr. Smi*y pald for out of hi~  examined with a view to locating the
which ulted from unrestricied sub- own pocket) proved se satisfactory lergesi supplies 3! good maeisl, and
_Iﬂl.rl-h!t.lrﬂl,rl necessitated a tempor- that he went to Seattle sarly 1z Match . this preliminary examipaiion  should
ary check; but the work of explora- |to organize the Inlustry in the north- ' be mide by persons who hzave had pre-
tion and development was continudd. western . and [neidentally tc vious experignce in-collecting Sphag-
The lute Mr. Harry James Smith of Jook 1inth . the situation @ in British 'nom. | '
New York becams interested im the Coumbia for Professor Porter, whe |- Uwing to the great variations fn
possibllities of sphugnum last sgpring  was unable to go west at the time  Uselfulness of differpnt kinds of Sphag-
and aftsr spending ‘some time with Az a matier of fact Mr. Smith met 0um, and the fact that different spe-
Dr. Porter to famiHarize himself with his desth while rearching dor moas for ;_tlll Rrow very much intermixzed, 1he
the technology of the subject, estab- the Canadian Red Cross, and thus set | Mmateriaj<has to be collected by peoplr
lished & sphaguum orgaaization st bis the seal to & 1ife of excopt| gener- | Who_ have heen triimed to know good
frfi expense at Arichat, Caps Breton, | 08!ty and nobllity . imoas from bad, ahd even an experi-
a8d collected and prepated a largs ' Sphagnpm grovs in molst and h.mlanmd-rulltnmr will often have J4if-
:quut of moss. Buccess in the use ' Mlaces, and can be found i almost aj! TRILY Im deciding just what o take
lof this material lad to the adoptiop of parts of The country, Hut the moss t:.-!"ﬂ whatl to leave wheb he first vigiis
ilﬂ.gll by the American Red Cross bt useful must buve exceptionally fui’ |& NeW locality. .
I'H the formation of a department ‘and soft follage, and the stems while | T0@ atrowpanying photographs show
| ¥hioh was placed under the control of lugh atd slastic mimt Be fexidle, ap |36 WOrk of the MGl Women's
[Mr. Smith as organizer xad Dr. I A ofherwise the dr _
| Hartwell of New York as isehnical to cxuse frritation. .?ﬂﬂ-ﬁ_::gjtﬂﬁl é-ff ln;hlllur_r: and the.
. First ¢ maleriy) heen of droscings. Xo. 8, the
! Dlr_lll the last two or three manthy in h____'_mﬂtm.ﬂmhf?ﬁf-um r:a-qur::l svidiars’ comforta werk, The
& " 3 = 1 .

L

!I}l woutld be liable | Eﬁhﬂ. . No, 8 “!'Il'll'l-'{!l Lae presara- I

—— A

(7) Fusing stokes trench mortar shells before going into °

. The demand-for dressings has increas- | pleatifully In the far West — as, for --

bogs thaw out;. but expellsnt |the margins of the popds, and some-

"Union was organized during the Wrat

' weeka of the war from amopg the

| families of the Oovernors-and stafl of
‘the Cuiversity. 1ts original purpose
'wad to heip provide “soldiers” com-
forts” for MeGfll graduates and
"students on aetive .rervice, apd  ad
these now number over 2,200, the pos
| sibllities of itd work miay be luagined
\ Durtng the three and a hal! years of
(its exisience the Union has expended
Reariy 34,060 on the purchasebf high
grade materisls, whirh Have been
.made vp by its members nto socks
'caps, mafMers, pyjlamis, chifts, ote. to
|a total of about 7000 articles of cloth-
ing sione, Lo say cething of an im-
‘minse number of ﬁg}tﬂ&h'dﬂiﬂ_ﬁ:l
et ;
|  The organlzrer and ‘first president of

'the Unfomn was Mre. B
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tedfa'.st
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Walter; since
then the chalr has been ﬂh& suc-
Cessively by Mrs. E. E. Howard, Mrs,
4. B. Porter and Mrs.-J."W. Ross. the
present Prealdent. The Sphagnum
Committee of the Unlon was or i
in 1916  ‘wunder the chalrmanship of'
lady Gordon, and its presest »
maf Is Mrs. Porter. _The Treasurer!
of the Union is Mrs/A . McGowst and
Lhe SBecretary Mrs.'A. WHiay. Any cor-
rexpondence regarding the wWork of the
U'nion should be addressed tp the ine-
ter: hut nuestions relating Yo the tech-
nology ¢of SyuNaErvum and Bb ' ',
dressiogs should be addres-ed o Miss
B M. Dainbeidge. Hod. Bee Commitieg
un Sobagwom ' Dressings, 'Cansdias
Red Cross Boclety, cars “Metdlll Uns-
verglty. Montrea! . )




