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e ,.-“.' To-day may appraprialely be called the opening day lfor antomaobiles ift Faslern lIlllH_l‘lu.
w P b For several weeks back the cold weather has held this country n 1ts Zrip and made moloring,
: . . ¥ . ¥ .
nol impossible, by any means, bul uneomfortable for driving. From now unlil n -"l-_* fall the
davs will become warmer, the roads will dry up, the grass will become greenerand this couniry

will turn from an iee-bound world into one which will rival in climate the far-famed south.

Motoring this ¥ear takes ils place not as a sport or a luxury, bul as an absolule necessily.
I'he ensoline motor of the farm traclor will plough the fields and reap the grain. That same
somree of energy will in commereial trucks relieve the railroads -of much of their heavy
work, as well as reduce delivery eosls within the eities’ limils In passenger cars il will
carry human freight from one place to another, for business, for health, for speed and for
plensure. - 0 o !

"This is the indusity whieh the Whig is endeavoring by such issues as this one, o extend
in usefulness so that the life of Canada and Eastern Onlario during thig awlul war will be ear-
ried on more effeclively, more eflTiciently and be of greater beneflil to the prolectors of demo-
Cracy 1n Europe.
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Al first there eame the Lime when dare-devil Sportsmern had an antomobile so thal “Ii‘:'l.'
could eareen along the highways at from twenly-five to_ thirty-live miles an hour. Then the mo-
Lor ear was put on a business basis by such men as Chalmetvs and  Ford, and il became more
;r.-nur'uli} inlo use. The 1.i.|-a|]t||::1,' |.i-n||l|= who were nol too conservalive Lo l‘|iT|?-.: L) \'il'FnTjr’rﬁ and
hl'nli'_"rlilnl-; |ml1;.!i|'f “H’]ll as opne ol many nxuries, Then as m.m'[ll*tiliun jrln'r‘l'.'lr-u'r{ H[|=| parices
went lower the populace started to purchase anlomobiles in vast numbers.
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Now all of these slages are past, This eontinent for three Vears has gradually been
moulded into-a souree of supply of materials lo beal the German destrucliors of our cavilizalion.
During these three vears_ the automobile industry was in the melting pot. It has developed
as an essenbial industey and is here lo stay. The power of gasoline has come lo be an indispen-
able part of the personal and commercial life of North America.

,i,i: cear there will be a decrease of thirty per cenl. in the produelion. This means that
laler-ctritiore will be dfewer ears obtainabile by the buvimg publie, © Under the unbreakable
rale of supply and demand, ang ithat the material used in the ears will hecome scarcer, the
prices are bound to advance: Already some of the prices are higher. Th: siogan being thrown
oul by the wgll informed authorities 1s “*Buy Now."”

In connection with the local sitnation the Whig is indeed pleased with the prospects.
The roads have _been eontinually—though very slowly receiving attention, and now are in fair
condition. The vity has adopted a plan of pavement whieh will after the war be adopted as
standard for residential streets and be laid throughout the city, In the meantime the Suburban
Road Area Commission will continue with maintenance of the country highways. We have
now several miles of pavement in various parls of the ecity sufficient to permit the heaviesl
irafTic to cirenlale on good roads.

The commercial use of automobiles in the cily is growing rapidly, and in this the dealers
see the birth of business which will, in a very short time, be fully as important as the supplying
of pleasure cars. There are dozens of firtms in Kingston, of all lines of business, now using
gasoline inslead of horse-power, for fhore rapid transit. The delivery eosts with hl_H‘ﬁt‘H IIE"{F'-
mounted so high thal the motor truck is the only solution. Instead eof jeopardizing their
husiness by refusing to deliver goods, many fioms have now chosen the molor as their sah'q—
tion. Thev are buying a good grade of cars, and as an investmen! are firmly convinced that il
will mean a big decrease in their operating expenses, "

oy

The faric tractor is anolher braneh which is growing. This vear the Onlario Depariment
of Agrieullural has eommandeered the supply form the Ford factory, and now olfers them lo
the farmers of Ontario at cost, With this tractor on the markel and olhers by suech lirms as
the International, Case, ele,, many farmers wil! undoubledly use gasoline to save man-power
this season. 1 the inlerests of grealer production from a palriotic slandpoint a farmer should

consuder a tractor, bul with the dollar mark as a guide he will mosl cerlainly be.buying a mo-
lor for his fields. -
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