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Some of the
Problems of
Getting Food
‘and Munitions
Up to'the Front

HE

unit to appear on the battlelields

firat American combatant

of Franee was a8 motor transport

convoy, moat of the men of which
Bad been students &t Cornell Universin
This isa a branch

la often Josl =ight ol by those to whom

of the serviee which

war secmis only the ficree clash of in-

fapiry with steéel against stecl, the rattle

of rille fire from the treuches and the

suappy acullersmen hurling tous of

death over range alter rausge of hills®

whith were vminly considered protectiop
far troops and battecies,

All these »re & part of the glamaur ana
the' tumult, the tervor apd the glory of
war, but to the men of the trapspart
sorvice falls duty as hazardous, as diffi-
eult and demanding as muel covtage.
Theirs is work which dges not show ta
the uninkiated. “One does not hesr the
tajes of theic heroism begcause it does
nat appeal to the imagination ns doex

th' leading of a chiirge, the slaving uf

"a dozen men mngle - handed or the swih-

ming of a'stream ulder dircet fire. Bt
thelt names are not sbsent from orders,
and the official reports bear testimony
1o the walor of wmany a man who drives

& 'fruck to serve the fighterh with am-

munition and supplies.

The duty of the f'u.u"rn_? s not to fight. ¥

Itis to GET THERE with its précious
bad. . The

vortain point at & certain time.

ammubition i= oeeded at &

NO G-
rifice s Wo great lo accomplish ita mis.

wion. If whe way is barred, the men,

armed with carbines, rifles or pistolg,
must break throulh, or if possible go by
ajother rosd,

Muast Get Thers."

It is not running away. The big idea,
the one thought which muet constantly
bammer in the mind of the coilnmander
of the convoy is to get there—gel there
gt there!

siliould the enemy shell ithe road. an
eiher roule is teken if possible, IT it
ian't possible, the irocks must pound
slong as beat they can, and those which
ate damaged no they cxauot travel sl
Be tipped off ‘the road., and if there in
danger that the conténts may fall fnto
the baode of an coelnr, they wiset be
déstroyed.

Right up to the tield of Lotk e boys
who drive (he transpofts must renture.
They are under fire, but they have little
il‘ Any opporinnlty o retveg i, - It is
almont’ a passive furin of lightivg, Por

4]1!1 baven’t ahy chanie to fight lwek,
-tl'l'l.l that is the hardest II.'III.'l;,‘,I tio-bear:

il = Hlﬂ! 'I’hl"l.‘.l a Trﬂliﬁhr! I= aljppe ”."
aitacked by infantry or carnler ime

the soldiers who gunrd it gnd crep (e

men on the tocks bave s chuoce to (lght.
Then they must (ight to. the lnst wid
dostroy their earphes- H fh’l"}' Are hn[,l-r
ieesly sorrounded by & supdrior furee,

This must be done !‘Lm thef ean think
af themselyfs at &)
of infapfry aundwquadrons of o raire
wre somelimes sacrifiedd iy order to Hr‘l
n Jwagop tralp thropgh. - -

Whale battalions

i

TIn the present Tighting i Ewiops e .

convoys travel over comparatively shor
routes and trench warfare makes thom
wore or less inmupe tﬂ mrﬂi. fttacis.
The chief dabget 16 fonyors s this
kind of fighting Is from artillery fire, an
the enemy has the range of the roady
ihd frequent!y drops shells on Lhose oyap
which amwunitiop nnrl'* ﬂrﬂﬂ‘ﬂ h‘t
Woved, '
The distributing drpﬁu ATE vomm ﬁ
Hively near the frout and luppun e
moved to By by railrosd.  SWhere

some’ of the most thrilling, one

when the g advanves gare i progress

things are different It ‘in Jikely that

hefore the close of hostilities there will
e plénly of work Tur the conveys in the
flelkd Aandd & e
shilty alwprys :Ij'l;u!u
panies the nse of this service with armies
which are on the move,

In armies
iransportation of

redcrrepee il afm L,

fighting - which

Illl'1"l1|1' i Ly JEL divn

smmubition  bhecomes
Ingpe compiex. and great unportance al-
aches to the movdment of the tra‘ne
Molor teneks nre used wherever possible,
because of their speed.. tjrelessoess nnid ,
the. Jatge 1ougs. which single wehicie
van enrgy. Thtre are cases, Bowever,
"-"I-IH"I'P horgis and-miles mist be o0 "ol
upon Lo go.where antpmobiles sre useless,
It ix much tealne w hich h.'|r'|-'1:l- furn b
miught
almost eny “Wild West” fighting of the
WATr, and when (b armie= bezin moving
again thers will be more of 4t

In the United States

_Rrmy, in order

=

: L
({-} "H’itl: them Yuder ®silweol coftrol,
COnTEFS are divided e trams of bt
e l“hﬂ onir huodped-vcpicles. Buch o
|r:|“|| occuples abuiin vos mile of ruad
e, Metal vehicles are more or e
new, for ®Weld service, and their handiing

ol 2

LR i

‘les jn & (Pvin,

*-."

& '.:-1’ 'hd LR fﬂ'l:'t il._ nmt II'I[TII 'i'll',l'a

Hhelawge loady wiich moter-tricks ten

carks HakE I geEsilae o eofive

B given
b LLAEE | MR L. mlmuluﬂhn of Fupiied wilh &

smaller nnit. makipg it muce cagily de-

st i i s -1.::11]5!11!1] in

— T — e

& lﬂll*ﬂ_ﬂ-‘l‘u‘ﬂ officer or
® Agoa ll.lhr ;-h&m of euch sedtion.

The I.FU'h'l'l.tj' ﬂnie}u.jlj warchien? W e

*Trﬂﬂ. mrn'l.r-thr;:rdu beiwetn Settiung

ARl e fardh Bepwedh wogos . n groaler

disinnce ' preiniting with. motor trucks

‘.““ m

waghdn it I8 reipoved frepm the cobd ' B

@aekly e possible  and s - lad - die |

tribstesd 10 other velieles. No attempt
te repair it i« made i it i soiug 4n delay
e eolymn. - ”

“ANnE mien en Sagbn Lrains are armofd,

*rolumo i=s closed up.
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Bottom~=-A Transport Moter. Which
Extricating Itaglf.

=

Top—At the Light Rail Head in Picardy with Prussian Priseners -Cnlil.l-]
Back from the Firing Line Under Escort.

Small Oval—Transport in Difficulty on a Narrow Fremch Road.

Upper Centre—A U. 5. A. Transport Train Ready to Move.

Lower Centre—Conditions a Horse Transpert Has to Meet in France.

Needs Considerable Human H in |

the enedmy at a distance great enough te
prevent firinz into the wagons or trucks.

The troops accompiuying a train never
apek a fight. “leir duty, like that ol the

g Ak e e
et N S
i.. e *-1; +r..1

}LL i e
e u!' the convoey itsell, is 0 pet’ U
nmmiunition to the men in the firing line
Their lirst ubject is to prévent surprise.
Murprise is puver exiusable in the tfﬂ
uf the higher commanders, and a‘stroug
advance guard sud flank guards are em-
ployed to- detgvt the t-prﬂrl of an
enemy. The escort most learn nfill'lli-
ing forees in sufficient tinee to keep (hem
Hl't of efféctive fire range of the traled.

The flanks of & convoy ave the mont
zhiinerable, goll for this redsonsthe mo-
ment an enemy i reported mear  the
If the rosd is wide
epough the vihicles proceed two abreast,
wigeh most ef fectively reduces the lull:i"i
of the flanks ti be protected..

Attack on » Convoy. _
“*The eOrmy iuu*ni": snoops Jowa ont

1 eonYoy when we're passing through o
Aefide. oxer A bridge. round & Were, -:ur

coufiers wre seat to fire

o e e s e e e e A e TR

Thowe ahead, if they are surprised, are
likely to be threwn [nto confusten and
the train may o cul in-two, The same
iz trne when we're rounding n curre and
the hegd of the colntin is not in sight of
she tall of it.

“¥on take a couple of hundred cavalry
coming yeluing and shooting down ente

the fianks of a wagon teaip in sgch a
aitnation; and unless yon've got a pretty
sl lTorece with you it's likely to be all
up with the train.

“Anothér favorite time for an attack
in when the horses are being watprad ov
we are beginning to form a corral. Once
the rortal in formed we're in a prethy
strong position Tor defenee. , The firmt
‘thing tn do when you're ditacked is to
form' a corral if the ecpemyr is in #u-
perior foree knd vou ean do it. Une of
the strongest farmations and a quick one
to form = g dinmond ghape

“In this formation call each of the
quadrilateral™ section. 1T it is & wagon
convoy the teams of the Bfst two see-
tions countermarch in forming the corral
‘That-is, they turn arousd so that all the
horses are facing inwide (he corrml, the
wagons being axle to axle,

“Meanwhile the guard hns engaged
the enemy on a lipe ax far away! fom
the an  possible and ashilter
irenched are dug or wire ehilnnglements
crecled If there i (ime

A

Forming in Line.

“If there isn'y time for this [ormation
the wagons may be Pormedd in to lines
(acing each other. An oval or d sQuare
s & good formation for defrove.

. "The men who harte Lo siar” wilkh the
wagons or trucks take what protection
ibey*can and kecp wp an heary a [ire
as possible ngainst: the enemy. but the
byunt of the fighting falls on the esvort
unlexs they are driven back on the trabn.

“1f -uhie enediy if mot in soperior force
the train wimply keeps of moving o the
wost.  orderly manper posaible.  The
worst -part of this Eind of fightiag e
that even Ahe escort eannol poursie the
eremy i he in beaten off.

“Phe best it exn do s o chess the
wkuranders far suough (o verify  the
ract that they are really retréatiug snd
they are toe merely  withdeawing te .
stiack from & new guarfer, y

“The minute the train I» attd nand
srest military
(orce informing the qn; of the
sirength of the ltl.ll.'m; 1 et
asmiptanee can be senl; . FaTR O

“M the ﬂi-I T
pusition and canhot be
T#ain takes another road or.
retreate. 1t In bettér to kave the
thas' fo-be ebliged .

“1f it Becomes
caunot be Iﬂ.
rr».“I o
portien of it sw

of

‘lﬂ.“““ﬁhh
rothing st & conglomerate series o
tim, holes ﬂm
stop @ voussy. If gisolene caginey tail,
I onraes, MHM'M# H
thege fou ider: of &re Killed (he - mew
themaeives put rs G the n.ﬁiﬂ
snd

Ao s 0 ey
Hﬂ ﬂtil'iii

in our ﬂl”l‘l!iﬂﬁ.‘-" haz not I:lr_l.-n reduced frlurllﬂlld
to so havd pod fast a sciepce ax has thal  men .

of wagon frains. At s usgal (e ap olioer. with af mans

Everviling which is true of wazom uamn":;a as mee Aynilable, to be in com-
trados is In principls trve of motar trafus. 1 s train tHrn e diwides imis
H““‘Wl of the ‘lrlr. and

4 although rond spaces, the mumber .nf rwctions of fweniy to thlrf;r whiﬂﬂ. nﬁ_
: ';:"l-' . [T ] .
i ""u e *' i ': S| A 5 e e o E e R C _..--.

‘ . - oogh foad or op ar down a sterp slope.”
ail Deind ere “schhonient-a caid = man $Ho has seen mrih servicedn "fn

um fing, T e’y when we're wost help-  Of

Pewitions: have been Bald for

& loag time, marrow gauge lines are igid

the ammumition is loaded dn spe-
constructed cars.

'l'h‘ Aawer deuns or rrocks 1rﬂf ihe
cirkilisn, “lm tra-as  shoold rﬂh
abont two to iwe aad 8 h!ﬂ dn
‘ot Aletor trafux qacy in
H-ﬁﬂhﬂ
an-lrrhh-ut n-:-:ﬁm o o

I
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¥al additibual secunty is provided, by
Arpufd designed se gudrds, usonily ivise -
tF*. oaValcy dod engineers. The propor-
vigh of envaley i gréwier Th opes coun
.iipuﬁ- thy. " Admuiton trains faguitd 80 @
ﬁ'ur:h or rrrmll: sirmg :nnud, u. .ﬂ it lmll'l

zhli & wAgou AR vrossing & bridge. ﬂrihl -
L The " tegma on the bredlge ran't farm 'TH‘I“IIH,
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