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REV. FATHER MEA

THE COURT OF HS INTERFERENCE

Which Prevented Sister Basil Being Sent to An

Asylum — Various

10LD

— P

Interviews with the

Archbishop Over the Case.

On Wednesday afternoon the exam-} eommunity not to be given regular

ination of Sister Mary Basll, in her
action against Archbishop Sprait el
al, was completed at the Supreme
Court sittings in the City Hall, and
Rev. Father Mea, the priest who
prevented her abduction from St
Mary's-of-the-Lake Orphanage, took
ihe stand. Father Mea's evidence
was most sensattonal. He recounted
in & vivid way about the part he
ook 4n the rescue and conve.saLons
he bad wita Archisaop Sprall some
days afterwarcs, Wuen the Lourt
adjourned at v.sV p.m., the evvideace
of dister Mary Uaories, taken by a
comilission ait Moose)aw, Susk., wWas
Lelng read.

Denied the Charges.

1n continuing the cross-exaxmina-
tion o1 Dster aary 'bBasi, V. Luley
asked:

“was it nol your custom (o Ques-
.tion an order given you by the local
supervisors "’

“No, it was not."”

“] am toid you were very oflfen.
sive at houses 1n Brockville, Smith's
Falls and Belleville. And that you
shook your fist in the faces of some
of the Bisters.

“l never shook my
Sister's face.”

Witness never made any threalas,
but might have sald that she would

bring the matter before the ecclesi- |

astical courts.

Witness never heard of a repm
mand to Sister Justina for her at-
tack, she sald in reply to Mr. Tilley.

“*Not once have | had a trial nor
have my complaints been heard,” de-
clared Sister Basil,. When she re- |
turned from Daysland, Alberta, the |
Mother General told her that there
was nothing agalnst her.

In 1914 she endeavored to get =
dispensation which would resuit In
an investigation by Rome, but this
was not forthcoming.

Mr. Tilley produced a letter from
Mary Basil to Archbishop Spratt
dated the Sth of July, 1915, in
which she pleaded for fair treatment.
Another letter on the 8th September
asiked theé arohbishop to make a visit
to St Mary s-on-the.Lake. A third
letter was written from plaintiff's
Earl street place of residence 4o the
archbishop, telling him of her un.
bearable fon in the community,
and again pleading for a fair trial
and redress.

This concluded the plaintiff’s evi-
dence, after being nine hours in the

witness boX.
[ |

Father Mea Called.

Mr. Tillay called Father Mea (0
the witness box at four o'clock,
Tuesday aftermoon. Father Mea
stated that he had been a2 Roman
Catholle priest for mineteen years.
He went as chaplain to St, Mary's-
of-the:-lake in 1913, and was there
till Oetober 24th, 1916, with the ex.
ception of elght months or so.

In reply to Mr, Tilley, Father Mea
gald he noticed when he was there
ten days that ter Mary Basil was
treated diffe ly from the others
as she was without employment, He
spoke to the archbishop about the
& matter and the latter agreed that
. there should be a change. Some
. anonymous letters had been going
the rounds and the archbishop sus-
pected Mary Basil. However, the
witness sald he was convinced that
Mary Basil was innocent. The arch.
Bbishop showed him a number of the
cards,”"and remarked that the writer

- . of suach cards must be of a diseased

mind and that she would find her-
gelf in an asylum. His Grace asked
him to speak to Mary Basil about the
- matter. He hesitated about doing

this, but later om he did speak to-
her. She went to her room and
brought him: a letter which she had
addressed to the archhishop. Again
he spoke to the archbishop about
what the latter had sald regarding

Mary ‘Basil finding herself placed in.

an asylum, and remarked that &
was unfortunite that he ahould hola
such an opinion of Mary Basil. The
archbishop incensed. as of
he thought the witneas should not
interfere, so he sald no more about
it. Tather Mea stated that it was a
hardship for & member of a religious
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Father Mea related another con-
versation with Archbishop Spratt in
Muary
Witness
said bhe did not think so. Next day
the Archbishop again spoke to him
about Mary Basil and sald he could
not do anything in vieWw of the anony-
“I replied,”” sald Fa~
ther Mea "“that if I bad your authorl-
ty 1 would settle the matter in five
minutes.” As the Archbishop was an-
noyed, Father Mea said be let the
matter drop. Those were the only
occasions in which he had any com-
versations with the Archbishop in re-

At Bt. Mary's-of-the-Lake Orphan-
age, Sister Mary Basil took charge
of hi® rooms and himself when he
was Il for some mounths., That re-
somewhat a8
Mury Bas#l had work to do and was
Witness for a time
was practicaly an invalid, but finally

With regard to the events of Sapt.
14th, 1916, Father Mea sald he was
aroused from his sleep by ories for
He thought it was the cries
He got up
and went to the hall and listened.
Then he went back to bed, but an
hour later he waa aroused again by |
ories. This time the person cried |
opt, “‘Oh Father Mea, Father Mea!"
on his
giippers and went
ther Mea told of find-
ing Mary Basil in the automobile.|lY
She told him that they were taking
! He protested
Constable Naylon said he
was acting under the instructions of

Father Mea's story of the attamph»t-
the
same as that told by Mary Basil. He
stated that he could not believe that
was responsible for
such a thing, and that was why he
up the palace by
did
not want o pull up at the House of
wilness ap-
pealed to Driver Gallagher the latter
sald yes, he had promised to stop at
the House of Providence, and pre.
vailed upon the constable to permit

In the house the Mother (General
asked him why he was interfering.
She said Mary Basil was insane, and
he dented it most emphatically. *'I
sald you have no warrant to take her
to an asylum. She replied she had,
that there were certificates.”” Father
Mea told of telephoning to the arch-
bishop, and the latter replying that
orders to glve.
Witness told of his threata to those
in c¢harge of Mary Basil, and finally
about Mary Basall being ordered by
the Superfor General to come {nside,
but Father Mea sald he would . not
trust her there since one attempt
‘had been made to steal her away to
Altogether they were
out in the automoblle three hours
Lefore they returned to the orphan. |

letter
which he found on his desk when the
returned. M was from the Mother
General, Mary Frances Regis, telling
him that they were to remove Mary
Basil to an asylum in Montreal that
night: ¢hat this would be no sur-
prise to him, as he no doybt knew
about her mental condition, and say-
ing they had wertilicates signed by } of the Sisters of Charity of the House
saying she was menitally
gﬂlhl"hﬁﬂm ghr t‘:}:ﬁ:lﬂ‘;‘tﬁr "T;- not After servin
elivered to him ea e could not X "
“It dooked,” said Fathor Mea, General at Kingston she left for Belle

“as LI they took pood care not to
give it to me before I went to bed.”
One of the sisters on his return
from the rescue of Mary Basil asked
him 4 'he hmd received a letter, and
he said he had mot. She said that
one had been left for him early im

After the mbduction Father Mea
said he attached himself  to Mary
Basil as counsel. §he wanted to im.
but he counselled her to wait and
seok redreas through the ecclesiasti.
cal ocourts, which . would punish the
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land so that she would not seek pro-
t:ctinﬁ -rt;f the civil courts. He th.nught
dthat was feasible and said he would
se¢ about 1t A week later he came
back and said he could not do *thal.
He urged me to leave St. Mary s-of-
the.Lake. | pointed out to him the
danger of Sister Basil seeking the pro-
tection of the civil courts, as she had
threatened. After five or six weeks
I called upon the archbishop and ask-
ed him if he wished me to leave. He
said he did. ‘Very well’ | H‘Ed.
‘what do you propose to do about Sis-
ter Basil® He said to send her to
the mother house. 1 said she was
afraid. "Would sheé go to Be”g-
ville?” he asked. [ asked Mary Basil,
and she said she would if advised, but
was afraid that trouble would develop.
I said to her that if she did not get
justice and was driven to seek the
protection of the civil courts 1 would
be present to tell the truth and help
her. 1i the persecution started up
again 1 would help her, So she agreed
to o to Belleville, and accordingly I
told the archbishop.” ;

Father Mea accompanied Sister Ba-
sil to Belleville, as he said he was
afraid that another attempt might be
made to abduct her . 2t

Father Mea-told of writing regular-
ly to Mary Basil at Belleville. He
put his initials on the envelope, but
was requested by Mary Gabriel not
to do so any more, as she did not
want to let the sisters know where the
letters were from. He also. visited
Mary Basil as her confessor and coun-

sel,

“Who is Father Mulhall?”  asked
Mr. Tilley. -

“Father Mulhall came with letters
from the apostelic delegate at Ottawa
to investigate-the I:ﬂ'l!l'_[ﬂait'l.ls‘aﬂd also
the abduction of Mary Basil” said
Father Mea, who said he warned Mary
BZsil ag to tHe identity of Father Mul-
hall, telling her that if he was counsel
for the uﬁmr side, preparing their
case, 10 say nﬁthm{l to

In reply to Mr. Tilley, Father Mea
told of seeing Maty Basil after the
assault made upon- her in Belleville
convent. “Both her eyes were black-
ened” said the witness. “The right
one was almost closed, the left one
was not so bad. Her jaw was swol-
len and inflamed, and he felt the loose
teeth of which she complained.
Later, the witness said he had an
interview with the archbishop, but the
latter said the matter was now entire-
out of his hands . £
Witness made frequent wisits to
Belleville to verify her reports to mim.
On the 14th of May he found condi-
tions just as she . described them.
Mary Basil said she could no longer
stand it. That day the two of them
went ta Smith’'s Falls, and he took
Mary Basil to the home of his sister.

im.

Father Mea Crosg-examined.

To Mr. McCarthy, Father Mea said
he was confessor at the House of Pro-
vidence from 1902 to 1909, and” he
remembered Mary Basil being there.
He heard of no complaints  about
Mary Basil to the Superior General.
On one occasion he heard a rumor of
a complaint that Mary Basil was not
eating, but not on a hunger strike.
This was a trivial matter to form a
complaint, Minor details were rath-
er emphasized in a religious commu-
nity, while out in the world these
things would bLe driven out of the
mind.

Father Mea said he formed - the
opinion that Mary Basil was one of
the best religious in the House. © He
said that she had a clear conception
of the life of the religious, and was
living up to the ideal nf tHat life.. She
had a strong personality, and would
not take kindly, to blind obedienece,
That opinion of her had grown upon
him. s

Continuing in his cross-examination
Mr., McCarthy brought out the fact
that witness had been at the orphan-
age undergoing treatment for throat
and lung trouble. Sister Basil had
been officiating as his nurse there.

Just before adjournment, Mr. Tilley
took up the evidence of Sister Gabriel
taken under oath at Moosejaw. He |
read about one-half the evidence, the
balance being left over till the ses-
sion on Thursday morning.

Sister Mary Gabriel’'s Evidencs,

Under oath at Moosejaw, Sask.,
Sister Mary Gabriel testihed that she
had been connected with the OUrder

of Providenee for thirty-seven years.
g six years as Superior-
ville as local superior in a school mis-
sion. She declared that Sister Mary
Basil Mways showed signs of unbal-
anced mind. = She claimed she was
not just normal, but always well-he-
haved. She was always a trouble-
some subject. Witness had known
|hn’:hhnhup Spn(it lirectly for twen-
ty-five years, and Mary Frances Regis

for | th . :
i uli“cmﬁ nrl?ﬁwwhc; Archbishop-

1

Spratt was ish st at Trenton
and Mary Frances Regis was sister
superior at the convent at the same
place.. the withess said she had issued
an order stopping then Father Spratt
from using a form of mnnr for af-
E:;m: the cure of neurasthenic pa-

ts.

gaining strength at the

At that time Mary Frances |
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Loans will be made to wage
earners on favourable terms for
the purchase of Victory Bonds.

How much will this enable you
_to.subscribe for?

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

Canada’s Victory
Bonds

. WHY should you subscribe for
=== Canada’s Victory Bonds?

. BECAUSE

stake, and Canada must have
money to support our soldiers
fighting in France.

This Bank will accept Victory
Bonds to the amount of $1,000
keeping for one year without

our National
safety is at

treptment for typhold fever, during
the past six weeks. Miss Maybee
contracted this during the epidemic
of fever at Stockdale.
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GRAND TRUNK £5's7EM
LOCAL BRANCH TIME TABLE |
In effect Sept. 30th, 1917.

Trains will leave and arrive at Oy
Depot, Foot of Johmson Sirest.
Geolng West.

Lve, City Arr. City
.1230am. 136Tam
Noll FExpress . .. $5dam. 313 am
No.27T Local .. .. Sdam 1017Tam
No. 1 Imtern'l! Ltd 1.41 pm. 213 p.m.
No. THMall. ....280pm 34i0pm

I..;:-"Ciw Arr. City
ve, ™.

«« 140 am. 217 nm.
. 158 mm 3.3 am,

: pm. 1252 pm
No. 14 Intern'l Litd. 1.08 p.m. 1.38 pom.
No. 28 Loeal .. -

. v Lpm 127 pan
Nos. 1,6, 7, 13, 14,18, 1:. 19 run dally.

Other tral dally except Sun L
e {‘nrﬂutn. 'Pltn?b:ﬁ.
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(CUNARD LINE|

—

No.1% Mall .. ..

No.18 Mall .. ..
N reas

No. € Mall .. .. ..12.30

all other Informatlom, -
Hanley. Agent
seamshlp lines.

HOME MADE CANDIES
French Hmt\. e AN S

Walnut Kisses .. ....
Chocolate & Vanilla Cream Cara
EI“E"“* L L 1 T R E
Chocolate Peanuts . . .

Best Peanut Candy ... ...
Home-made Humbugs . . .

Be sare you get the best o
Phone 21868,
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CHARLIE DAFNAS, Prop.
286 Princess St.-

ston, by
GEO. ROBERTSON & SON, Limited.
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