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SECOND SECTION

A LITERARY MAN

1S PRACTICAL REF

The International Sunday-School Lesson For October 28th Is

“Ezra’s Return From Babylon.”—Ezra 8:156-386.
J By Willlam T. Ellis.

Now that it has grown so notably
the fashion for literary men to enter
the sphere of practical politics and
reform, it s especially suggestive to
siudy the carcer of a mare distin.
wuished literary man thafi they all,
who lived _half a century before the
heginning of the Christian era. This
{amwas author bore the name of
Fzra, and he might have lived the con-
gemmal hife of a bookish reclhise amad
the prosperity of Babylon. Instead,
he chose the distasteful hurly-burly of
administrative. work ,sacrificing him-

he considered the great-
est pulllic calise of his tume
P E s one of the giant hgures of
omantic period which has bulk-
(o’ largely in, Jewish and Chnstan
history, and which of late years the
spade has been digging ue from be-
neath the drid soil of Mesopojania,
Ezra came to a place of power by
sheer native force. He had a vision-
ary's dreams, and an executive's prac-
tical abihties, His administrative
capacity transformer his dreams into
pohtical realities.

A Nation in the Furnace, :
“All ships look stately except the
ofie upon which you ride,” says the
l:rr{n'crh- It is hard to pgrceive the
importance and meaning of one s own
age. Even_in the tremendous days
of the |}n-1-t-|;"[, some persons are heed-
less of their wmport. So the Jews,
who lived through the period of the
expe into Babylon did not understand
the big meaning of it all. That it was
a national furnace for the purihcation
of the Jews is hetter understood now
than then, The individual experi-
ences of misery, of temporal prosper-
ity, and Bi safety under the protection
of the law of Babylonia, were all that
the average Jews got out of the exile,
There: are Chinese in plenty who are
troubled by the unsettled state of their
land at the present time, but who
cannot at all see that their nation is
. passing through ité gréatest  crizis,
‘he extraordinary unsettling of - Am-
erican thought in our day means to
some persons that war is a disturber.
They are blind to the larger interpre-
tation of their times,

This erisis of the Jewish exiles
consisted of the three deportations to
Babylonia, the -peériod of sojourn
there, and the three returns—the firsy,
already studied, the second under
Ezra at a peripd gighty years later,
and then the third under Nehemiah.

By Desert Wa
The thought of travel in the desert
appeals to every lover of the pigtusg- |

esque and the adverturous.  Just as
a caravan of camels on the sky line is
a thing of rare beauty and stateliness,
but common and unpleasant when
seen close at hand, so these desert
journeyings are made attractive by
distance. The exiles could tell you
that the camels are infested with ver-
min, and that there is no beast of
burden which so racks its rider. These
same Jews who had left comfortable
homes in Babylonia, could tell of the
choking misery .of dust and sand
storms; of the dirt, barrenness, and
discomfort of. caravan life. They
could paint with many a graphic ges-
ture the torrid heat of the desert at
this timeé¢ of the year.

To the spectator they were doubt-
less' as ||11t:rr.'.-lillg as the caravans
which one may see to-day. | have
watched the Persian pilgrims travel
across this Mesopotamian desert;
some on camel back, some of the chil-
dren in panniers swung at each sude
of the bheasts of burden; some on don-
keys, the rich on horses, some on foot.
The speed of the journey is-the cam-
el's pace—about three miles an hour.
Probably then, as now, the camels
were decorated with. blue shells and
musical bells
the cavallde set out fromr Babylon,
would watch it from the heights, just
as | watched an expedition set out
across the desert from old Asshur.
Did their imaginatyens foretell the
testing times they” were to have by
the way, and the regretful thoughts
they would send back to the fat land
of Babylonia?

Literary, But Business-like.

It is the wvisionary who sways the
minds of kings, and it was Ezra, the
scribe, who secured the favor of Ar-
taxerxes for the return for some sev-
"enteen hundred exiles to Jerusalem,
He won the good will of the govern-
ment and secured immupnity from tax-
ation"hy the way, and the promise of
help from local officials as well, In
gifts the ‘pilgrims /bore with them
sOme aggregating more than two mil-
lion dollars in Amwerican currency.

That best business methods are
thoroughly consistent with high ideal-
wsm, was shown b Ezra's conduct
with respect to 'this treasure. He
had every shekel of it carefully weigh-
ed at the beginmwing of the journey, the
rr;pnuﬂmiliur ‘accurately distributed
and themcle-sads an exact reckoning
at the end. That sort of system
should charpcterize every - religious
and philanthropic organization. Ev-
ery churéhman in a position of ‘trust

_should .d.ul"und regular _and general

a

EXPERIENCE, THE TEACHER

“As occaglon has required, the

Eﬂhnllif Telegraph has endeavor-

ed to protect its readers from the demoralzing influence of indecent
theatrical performances. From time to tlgﬁm _;ra have published the

“"White List" of plays, complled by
atre Movement."
demn the immoral films of the “"mo

of the burlesque houses. But, as

We have felt called

the legiders in ““The Catholic The-

?‘pun time and agalin to con-
vies'} and the indecent exhibitions

{
w&;havu neper hesitated in con-

demning the bad, it *has always ghrlm: us pleasure to commend the

good.

ence,” the morality play.

“For this reason we feel grltlﬂzd

This dr

™

to be able to praise “Experi-
ma Is one of the best that has

visited this city in years. It shows the adventures of “Youth,” who

leaves his boyhood home to go out

‘lntu the great world and win sue-

cess in the turbulent ways of life, He begins his journey with a pure

heart, an innocent mind, a soul |

poses. Soon he meets temptation

#pired with high and noble pur-
. the temptations that beset every

young man when he leaves the prjotecting shelter of his parental roof

to take his place in the busy
succumbs to the allurements of

arts of trade and commerce.

He
uniil he finds himself on the very

brink of crime and the lowest flegradation, when he is recalled to a

sanse of betier things by hea
back to his mind tender recoll
hood home,
ageously begins life anew, wi
footsteps.

“It ia impossible to
appreciated. The characters
vices, and are named accordi
and [t.h t:l:hlﬂ11 in n! way that
from the opening of the first
last. The ot

are personificati

E the words of a hymn, which brings
tions of his dear mother and his boy-
He turns from hig follies, retraces his steps, and cour-

love, hope and ambition guiding his

It milt be se~n to be
__ ons of virtues and
The story is really fascinating,

holds the andience in rapt attention

de until the close of the tenth and
siage setting, and the acting is of
of the play 18 simply wenderful,
manner the lesson that the

sea fruit, fair without, rot

Telegraph (Cincianati),
Thursday, September 21st, 1916,

A devout' Jew --l?‘!,'!illi.:l

auditing of his accounts. The model
business admnistration oi every com-
munity might most properly be that
of the hest religions orgamzation;

The other side of Ezra's character
came out when the questions of ask-
ing for guard arose He had repre-
sented Jehovah as the ruler of na-
tions, able to“uft up and to cast down.
His fine sense of fitness of things, and
his zealsdob the honor of Jehovah,
would not permit him to ask for am
escort from, the king: He took “all
proper precautions, and then trusted
the Lord, which is true courage

A Reform Gone Wrong.

It seems but a hittle time  before
that .the main body of exiles had_en-
tergd Jerusalem with mingled grief
aud jubilation; the sound of rejoicing
over the laying of the foundations of
the temple seemed still to be linYrer-
ing in the dir. The eestacy of that
occasion was fairly delirious, but, lo!
Ezra finds little trace of it all. There
has been a huge slump somewhere.
Dreams have given way to “practi-
cal” measures. A tragedy has slowly
heen enacted, like into that witnessed
in our own times, when a young man
who might have become a great poet,
a great preacher, or a gréat reformer,
deteriorates into a meére ‘millionaire.
Jerusalem had insured s prosperity
at the cost of its message.

Is there any worse calamity n life
than to lose one's “gleam”? Thous-
ands of high-souled young men and
women are thus gradually hﬂ:ﬂ-rninﬁ
blind and deaf to the ideals whic
had once been as life and death te
them. They have, perhaps, master-
¢d fortune, but they have ‘lost their
soul’s loftiest possession, Even %o
these returned Jews had found it

good business to make alliances with |

the heathen. What a descent from
the first sincerity of their purposes,
when they had refused help from their
contaminated hrethren in building.

As it is so often the case with the
“practical man,” his shortsightedness
leads him to steps which réally defeat
his purposes. Had these Jews scan-
ned a larger horizon, they would have
recalled that they were voluntarily
adopting the method which an ancient
Assyrian congueror had used to de-
stroy the national integrity of the
Jews, They were taking heathen
wives and thus losipg their identity
as a nation.

The tendency to conform to one's
cnvironment and associates 1s as com-
mon a temptation as mortal meets.
Ask the old resident in the East what
he has seen befall newcomers. World-
Iiness always sitg seductively at the
door of the church”and usually she is
invited inside. %Be ye not conform-
ey but be ye transformed,” is the
word for all chosen people. Some
one says that the church is in the
world, which is her privilege: but
when the world gets mnto the church,
that 18 her peril.

Cleaning Up the Town.
An cv:ngrlist has come to town,
Why is this? © Did we not -have an

evangelist last ;t:r? Is another re-
vival megcessary ! Alas, and alas, so
it is. There are few churches or com-
munities that do npt need frequent re-
viving. Jerusalem, which within the
memory of living men had witnessed
a great religious celebration, was now
sorely in need of another spiritual ex-
perience.

She was in such bad case that it
took all the couragé of this man of
books to meet the emergency. . Ezra
had a grip upon the law. at was
his characteristic. = He was not the
sort of evangelist whose stock n
trade is sentimental stories and shop-
worn pious phraseology. Emotional
appealf would not do for Jerusalem,
0 Ezra laid down the Mw, the stern
and irrevocable law of Jehovah which
the lapsed city was violating.

or Salt?

Some folks can't see why piet
fiot atone for lawlessness. pates-
ville attempted fo justify herself in
the eyes of the world by pointing to
her special religiousness. . The world
said, “Prove it by codvictin the
criminals in your midst.” But Coates-
ville had not religion enough for that,
In this extraordinarily perverted and
dangerous separation between reh-

pusness and loyalty to law lies a
gep peril of our modern times. The
Jews observed their temple ritual. but
they kept heathen wives. Ezra un-
derstood that his mission was not to

1 be sugar, to make himself agreeable

to people, but to bhe salt, to purify and
preserve society. So he drove the
terrors of the law imto their conscions-
ness until something like an epidemic
of fear and remorse seized them. His
note . was borrowed by Sam Jones,
who was forever urging people to

i1 “quit your meanness.”

The sentimentalist would say that
Ezras' demand that these Jews should
relinquish their wives involved a hard-
ship. . So it.did. Likewise it is al-
ways a hardship when the thief is de-

wved of his income. It is a worse

ship, however, to his family
!"lzn he is sent to jail. Whoever
said that the wages of sin should be
anything else than hard? To hreak
the law always brings trouble; and of-
ten trouble to the innocent as well as
the guilty, The cleaned up charch
ates havoc in quarters;
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WAS. BAZAINE A TRAITUR?

surrender of Metz Was Never Fully
Explained.

Francois Achille Bazainc was born
near Paris in 1811. D->termining in
youth to seek tbe bubble reputation
in the cannon’'s mouth, he entered
the army Being the scion of a
wealthy family, ha rould have read-
ily begun to carve out his career with
an officers sword, but he elected to
begin wiih the musket of a private
soldler and ears promeotien by offi-
cient service in the rankes, With
auch a snirit [t was easy fo- him to
win promotion, and almost before he
knew It he was a general. He per-
formed distinguished services In
both the Crimeah and Alg~rian wars,
and when the unbappy Maximilllan
was establishing himeel? in Mexico,
Bazaine, in eommand of the French
troops, conguered apnd held that
country for the §{ll-starrcd Austrian
prince.

After the enrly dissster of Sedan
in the Frauvensel'trussian war all
France looked to s.azaine Lo save it
from the oncoming Teutons. His
name wat upen avery Jip. The fale
of a nation was._ In the palm of his
hand.

Whila the eyer of his counlirymen
were upon bims - Bazuioe wde a
move It:f-zt cuoused all Fraoce to
stand agape. Ratiring with his vast
army into ldetz, . bhe made only a
freble resigsiance, which allowed the
Germans to survound the city and
bottle: him up inra alege; and there-
after his defeuseé of Metz showed a
weakness that struck terror Lo the
heart of France, Baraine had with
him 180,000 meén, including 6,000
oificers, 143 generals, three field mar-
ghals, and bundeeds of pleces of
bheavy artillery, and the city was de-
fended by a modern fortress that
seemed impregaable, Yel on Ocliober
27, 1870, before making half a fAigiat,
Bazaine surrendered the ontire ecity
and this edfire force to the Prus-
slans,

He was alL- once branded as a
traitor who bad sold his country to
the hated enemy. As evidence tv the
contrary, he declared that his army
bad been starving and unfit to fight
and that he had made a report to the
French Government to that effect;
but there was no record of such a
report,

The most charitable view that any
Frenchman took.,of the catastrophe
was that Bazaine was grossly incom-
pétént. But this theory could not
harmonize with his past record.

Brought before a court-martial on
the charge of treason, Bazaine was
convicted \and sentenced to be shot,
buat his old eolleague, Marshal Mae-
Mahon, when elected: president of
Franee, took pity on him, eom=ut-
ing his sentence to twenty years' im-
prisonment.

Bazaine now treated France to an-
other mystery amd anolher sensation.
He. was found missing from his eell,
and the news was sent abroad that be
had escaped through the assistance
of his faithful Mexican wife, but the
escape eould not have been- effected
without the eonnivance of some one
powerful in the Government, He fled
to Spain and after there escaping as-
sassination died suddenly i E88,

His purpose in surrendering Mets
will ever remain one of the secrets of

Napoleon's Divorce,
Napoleon's divoree, a elvil act of
the empire, was pronounced before
the grand council held in the Tuller-

jes on December 15, 1800, and the
next day ‘he senate confirmed it,: To
remove all religious scruples,
court of the bishop of Paris met and
pronounced the marriage with
Josephine null, this action being
taken on January 14, 16810, The
civil ‘marriage of Bonaparté and
Maria Louisa of Austria, ril 1,
1810, was witnessed by the College
of cardinals, save only two who were
too iofirm to be brought to Paris.
The attitude of the church was mani-
fest at the religious marriage. Not
a cardinal was present, although they
said that their absemce was & empty
form due only to the circumstanses
that Pius VII. had not approved the
divoree.

" Cobourg Galned 422, ﬂ

Cobourg, Oct. 25.—According to
«he assessor’s figures, the population
f the town of Cobourg shows an in-
crease of about 400 for this year.
Last year it was l]Hi‘. This year it
is 4,879, :

yet a|
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' Sir Charles
$ -Was § Dreamer

et e e e

: LADY in Toronio who knew

Sir Charles Tupper vell

tells how deeply interested

he was im dreams and ap-
paritions, in all the absorbing ques-
tions of psychical rescarch, Onece in
crossing the Atlantle with him she
and a friend refeived a norvous
shock one evening, when Sir Charles
came into the cabin where they were
seated and told them that he had
seen a strange face at the porthole.
Unlike John Greenleaf Whittier, whe

longed to =2e some deoar ghost walk
in and sit down beside him, when he
was alope, they had no hankering
after such an experience. -Although

8ir Charles’ bitterest political oppon- |

ents claimed that, when he was play-
ing the fascinating game of politics,
he was of imagination all eompaet,
and eould give to airy nothing a local
habitation and a name, very few sus-
pected that he was a sympathatie
stucent of the engrossing questions
which were being investigated in a
sclentific way by societies of psychi-
cal research,

After completing his medical
studies in Scotland Dr. Tupper and
a friend made an excursion {into
England before returning -to Can-
ada. In passing a g!psy encampment
they decided to have their fortunes
told. As the gipsy girl looked inte
the hand of the young Canadian doc-
tor she told him that be had come
from a long way across the waters.
She then proceeded to read his past
life as if from a book; but she could
not tell him much about the future.

The impression which this fer-
tune-telling gipsy made upon him is
one of the first hints which wo get
in “he life of 8ir Charlea that bLe
was susceptible to anything of this
kind. If she could have told the
future as easlly as she read the past
what an improbable story of marvel-
lous achievements in the consolida-
tion and development of a great
country he would have heard that
day, for as Sir Wilfrid Laurler testi-
fled long afterwards there Was no
one who gave more of his heart and
soul-to the work .of Confederation
thian Dr. Tupper.

One of the
which 8ir Charles could never forget
came to him when crossing to Brit-
ain a good many years the In-
cident at the gipsy encam nt. He
deramed that a Hallfax hsn};}pe to
him ‘and told him that his wife was
dangerously ill, **The dream was 50
real,” he says, “'that I wrote. it down
with the date. When [ reached Liy-
erpool I wrote to my wife telling her
the dream and the date, and saying I
was ashamed of being so disturbed
by & dream, as she had never had
any serious {liness, but that I should
feel nneasy. till I heapd from She
wrote te-me the same day from Hali-
fax, and our letters crossed in mid-
ocean, telling me that on the night
in question she had taken dangerous-
ly ill and that the lady who appear-

ed (o me in my dream had stayed |

with her all night.”

At another time much later in life
Sir Charles went to Paris, leaving
Lady Tupper in England. He dream-
ed one night that she was very {ilL
S0 sure was he that there was some-
thing in his dream that be returned
to England the next day and found
that his fears were too well-
Erounded.

Another of Sir Charles’ dreams
which he often referred to relates to
the unvelling of Nicholas Flood
Devin's monument at Ottawa, July
1st, 1903. "1 dreamed the night be-
fore that when I unveiled Mr. Davin's
statue he was a black man who put
out his hand to shake hands with
me, and that I fell down fn & BL."™
When 8Bir Charles unveiled Lhe statue

. he was so surprised to find that it

was bronze instead of white marble
that he forgot a quotation from Bul-
wer Lytton which he intended to
make. His dream of the night before
must have flashed through his m

and led him to fear that the brofize
statue might make an effort to shake
hands with him. It must have been
a great shock which led SBir Charles
to forget anything, for he had a mar-
vellously retentive memory, When
he was 84 years old he and his
granddaughter began the study of
Italian together at Rome, and in an
short period of
time he e the language well

enough to d in that t tu
the Pope %m“‘am“
him. The Pope Sir Charles,

and, a8 is the case of old
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Patriotic concerts at our
store all week.
‘Come in and rest and|
have an hour of music. ..
Come in and learn what
Music’s Re-Creation is.
Come in and listen to

NEW I'DISON
T he PHQHG'.GRAPH WITH A SOUL
of which the New York
Tribune said:  “Edison
snares th1 Poul of music.”
THE J. M. GREENE
MUSIC CO., LTD.
Princess and Sydenham
Streets. :

Special Ageﬁh

(lothing

Inspection Invited

Tailors.

and P_.agut Streets.

Fit Reform

pr—

A Select Line of Overcoatings in Stock

CrawfordeWalsh

-

(. TR

PURE PICKLING

" VINEGAR AND
SPICES.

THOMPSON’S
GROCERY,.
Phone 387.

294 Princess St.

—

Mall ..
Expreas .
Laocn]

Mall .. -

Mall .

Ex

MRl .. i, s

LB T 13, 14
Difect route Lty
Hamlilton Buffale,
Hualifax,

Hanley. Agent.
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RAILWAY
‘SYSTEM

LOCAL BRANCH TIME TABLE
In effect Sept. 30th, 1017,

Frains will leave and arrive at Oty
Depot, Foot of Johnson Sireet.

Waesl.
Lve, City Arr. City

.o s+15.50 a.m.
.« 558 8.
. . s ss BABEM.
’ - | Intern’l Ltd. 1. 41 nm. "
s wa 800 PN
ﬂ'.l-.'. Enni,

Intern’l Ltd: 1.

. 18,
Othet tralns dally e

Chicago, Bay Cit h?hn' o
‘ﬂ'tulri.' Efbnd. r]’m:l. Bt.

12.57 a.m.

a eoeEpe

g pagp

weE e
He3as

s

Montrea
ohn,

aw,

st and New York F
Pullman lﬂl:ﬂhn?*mtﬂllﬂﬂﬂ* tickets ng
all other Information, apply ta, J. P

anoy

or all ocean

pan day and nizxhi

Passenger Service
Montreal and Londe
[Calling h-lw PHssrngers
Mountreal atd Bristel

o Trae

ply to local uwtl or to
o -« Lidm Gene
tl:rnl“irm ast. Tworomtn

IMPROVED TRAIN SERVICE !

' TO AND FROM KINGSTON

=

LEAVE
FOR

Yarker, Napanee, Deseronie, Helle-
ville, Tremt Brighton, Colbarne, Co-
bourg, Pert lHope, Oroato, Trreose,
Oshawn and Toromio,

Kigin, Feriar, Portland, Smith's
Falls, Dwyer Hil, Richmond and Otf-

EwWE,
Mosrow, llllrrrrl-l. Tamworih, ¥r-

milﬂn Twerd, {lucenshore and

 wille,

Yarker, Napance, Deserontio, Belle-

and

Consecon, Welllagion,

Moscow, KEater rise, Tamwarih, Er-

Stoce and Tweed.
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J. E. IVEY, STATION AGT. or M. C. DUNN, CITY AGT.
Or write R. L. Fairbairn, G.P.A., ¢§ King Bt. E., Torente, :
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MAYBE BUYING MATCHES

L o

i ts important that you buy mome but

You As
Job. Butltls.

-

Being An Important

EDDY'S
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