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The Late Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Com- :
mons 1ells of Incidents That Happened Dur- o
ing More Than Half a Century of His

Public Service.

The following reminiseences by the
late Colonel Henry K. Smith will be
read with increased interest by many
old iriends, now that this kindly old
imhln sErvgnt ni [all:ul:i, h.‘u |Jﬂ:-_|.:-11;'l]
IPW Y Here what the Colonel
wrote several years ago:

| entered the parliamentary service
of old Canada on the first day of May,
1859, the seat of Government being,
at that date, n the City of Toronto
The Government then in power had
assumed ofhce on the 6th ol August,
mn the previous year.

There was a Legislative Council ot
54 members, of whom 24 were elec-
tive: twelve of these came from each
of the two provinces, Upper and Low- ,
er Canada. The Legislative Assem- | pressive ol
bly econsisted of 130 members, and my | ment to the
father was Speaker of what was then I'he
as now, termed the Lower House edd with

What struck me forcibly the | Knigl
plt-llr'r'.ﬂ good wl}"t and old fashioned | Narciss
:'h1:|T'1I"-.}' 1|' I.llllll Ii“l‘l‘al'-. a5 "n"l'lllr oS cetveidl this
the excellent tone of debate, and r1|_r'
almost total absence of personal rei-
erences, These legislators ol long
ago were men of good breeding and
polite manners, and during the years |
th,n have passe d I have often felt that, I
when any politician aigned at becom
ing a statesman, he could not begin
better than by being a gentleman

At the modest cost of $28 a month
1 found rnn|1'1rrl.'¢11|! quarters at El.
lah’s Private Hotel, situatéed on the
corner of Front and Bay streets,
where my father was living with Alex- |
ander Campbell (afterwards Sir Alex- +
ander). a member of the I,l'i.:':ﬂ:ltn't
Council, _Tr-|'Hl |'-'n-=1', President ot the
Council in the then Government, and
several other gentlemén mostly mem-
bers of either House,
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A Woman Masquerades.

Among those 1 met at ﬂ'HH maost
pleasant hotel was a doctor, serving
in the Royal Engineers, with the rela-
tive rank of "\'t ajor. Of our large cir-
cle, this officer was the only one who,
later, turned out not to be a m-nlh--
man, though possessing much the
same style and bearing as the rest ol
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At Whalen's Execution,

It fell to my lot in due time to be
present at the execation of Whalen.
who was convicted of thas murder,
and I can recall that the jail vard was
lined with troops, and that each man
L':-r'rlr.n! a proper supply ol ball cart-
rid 1..,-. Lut the geene ‘was quiet and ]’
solemn, ahd no excitement marred the
last stern enforcement of the majesty
of the law,

Early in 1872, 1 became Acting Ser-
geant-at-Arms of the House of Com.
mons, and of those whom 1 then saw
in the Chamber, but one remains there
to-day, in the person of the Hon.
John Haggars, who is now the senior
meniber of the House,

Parliament in session
esting study, but above all, it-is full
of esprit de corps Members bave
certain rights and privileges, and woe
betide tlie man who attempts to cur: |
tay! or interfere with them, T Lib-|
eral will ight for a Conservative, or
vice versa, if any member 1s attacked
or unjustly treated, outside the hne of
politics.

The Speaker thus generally receives
the greatest deference and réspect,
and his rulings are rarely questioned
or disputed.
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The Mace.
There is, too, one mafimate object
the House which must always
awaken historic memories. and which
found In almaost all ]Pﬂih]ﬂli\-‘-ﬂ
bodies: I mean the mace, which is the
emblem of the power and authority of
parhament.
History records that, in the
Commons at Yyestminster
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Views of Streets in Various Cities, Published in the Report of the Department of Pub-
lic Highways, Ontarlo and Reproduced in the Whig by
Permission of the Deputy Minister.

ind

Pictures which will confirm the desires of those who want the plans and specifications of the City Engineer with re-
Mr. McClelland is clearly abreast of the times in this matter

gard to Umvers:ty Avenue carried out in their entirety.
and ought to be most cordially supported by the citizens and council.

our party. Wearing two war medals
and several clasps for active service,
with the reputation of having shown
great bravery and- of -haviag been a
cool principal in a duel when the op-
ponent had been wounded. the as-
toupding fact was revealed by death,
a few years later, "that this medical
olficer had heen a woman. Very pa-
thetic seemed the story of this lonely
jady, who, 'n some mysterious way,
had nved more than a dozen years
wearing the uniferm of Her Majesty's
Army; and, ammdst stirring scenes and
mueely activity, had concealed the se
cret of hier sex.

One of my earliest experiences was
a ball at Government House, then oec-
cupied by His Execellency Sir Edmund
Head, wino, in 1854, had bheen appoint-
ed Governor-General of Canaila,

Time has somewhat dimmed m}']
memory,.-but this was my first ball,
and | can recall- many ‘ol i1ts scenes;
among these, comes the charming vis-
ion ot a lithe and graceful partner,

whom 1 secured for an early waltz. ~

ST. GEORGE STREET, TORONTO,

Sheet asphalt aurface

a5 feel wilde on a G-fnch

wmerete Ffoundation,

lald in 1904. The

its ulumate fate remaips a_mystery.
Later « -omwell ordered ancther mace
to be made, and it is remarkable that
some vears alter, he scornfully reter-
red 1o this same mace as “The Bau-
ble,” vesiring 1t 1o be removed  from
the table Jduimmg that eventful session
of 1635, when the great Protector dis-
missed the !Mailhiament; this so-called
‘Bauble” also l.!lhﬂp],}l.'irtd The
thurd mace, which i1s now in use, has
no  ldte nor. mscription, ht-]mud the
mitials “C. R." It first appeéared in
the Hdéuvse on the Restoration of
Charles the Second, in 1660

| cannotl trace the mace of the
Commons of Canada further back tha
1841, the date of the union of Uppe
and Lower Canada, gnd there is nuutl
reason to believe 1hat it wis manu-
factured at that tume, the cost being
$1,500. '

Throngh all its shining years, the
Canadian mace has remained ntact
and unsullied, and has_had but two
surprises, one being at Montreal n
1849, when the mob burned the Yar-
liament buildings:. ‘and carried it to
Sir Allan MacNab's rooms, in the
Donégana Hdtel, The second sur-
prise was in 1905, when Speaker Suth-
erland gave orders to hlw: the time-
honored initials “V. R." removed, and
those of the reigning sovereign sub-
stituted. “The date,” said the then
Speaker, “should he changeéd,” and
this order was also given, The idea
was quaint and original, but was not
seriously regarded, and, happily, no
change was made,

The prayers of Parliament are al.

ways uttered with closed doors and
proper solemnity and alternaely - in
rrench and Engf;s

| remember an Engh:-.h Speaker
who, perhaps prematurely, appeale
to Heaven in the former tongue, and
the witty comment of Alonzo Wright,
M.P., who expressed a hope that God
understood what was being said, as he
felt sure no one on earth ever would,

Cabinet of Antiques.

Mr. Davin was: in his way, a source
of great amusement to t ¢ House,
and held a high place as a humorous
and original speaker He, like
1’Arcy McGee, was often most en-
tergaining, and his Irish wit  and
quick repartee never failed, bhim.. . I
can recall a very pointed attack.which
he made on a certain guvtrnmtnt
which had mcurred his ttmrqu.ry dis-
pleasure. “What is it,"” said he “Mr.
Speaker, that 1 see before ni%; a Gov-
ernment, it is true, but one which
-.ir'lirgatl‘:ﬂ. its powers to Deputy Min-
isers who rule it.  Sir, 1 cannot fill
these empty skulls with brains; men
style them a Cabinet, but to my mind,
Sir, they are only a Cabinet of An-
tiques."”

remember two scenes in the El;gﬁ
lish House of Commons, in whic
Irish members figured; on hoth ocea-
sions ex
the miost’ fieRrth.
member h been  addressing the
House at tiresome length, and be-
came mmuytd at fregquent interrup-
tions.  “Sir,” said he, "L regret to
call attention to the unseemly noises
which appear to be coming from both
sides of the House: and ] wigh to tell
honorable gentlemen, here and ndw,
that 1 am not addressidg them, Sic; {
am speaking to posterify” ".And then
there came from far back vih 'the
Chamber' a thin Trish 'véice, whic
said: “They'll be listenin' to :rpl soon,
if you go on”

'Fhr other is an allugion tcrtht sup-
charatter of land ow
ers in Ireland. - “Mr, Speaker,”™ llhl
this orator, ":_uch is. the rapacity ‘of
the Irish landlord that, if placed-alone
upon a desert istands hib brst gt
would be the despoiling of the pu:'k:tl
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PARNSDALE BOULEVARD, HAMILTON,
Sheet asphalt gurface on.a S-inch copcorele foundatlon laldin 1514,
ig 10 Teet wide batween 18-foof roadwayvs and the griss spaces adjacen
5 feat wide,: The sidewalia mre 8 fesl wide,

She was a French-Canadian lady, and
as energetic as she was fair to see.
“The Dawn of Love" was the name of

Bldewalks are 6 feet wide and the grass spaces sdjJateént o ghe curbs 7 feet wide, of the naked “f_‘_ll

Specimens of Robust m

The park space
i 1o the curbs ardé

the waliz; the lady has faded from
my mind, but | pray she may be now -
a grandmother with feminine descen- |
u$uh as beautiful as she was Ih&F
le codt strains of the exquisfte mus N
rose and féil, and mj; partner seemed
to be floaing while i remained but a
dull clod of earth cursed nlth heavy,
all-pervading feet—"1 want"—l said.
cagerly — and paused breathiless.
v “What is it you want"—said thc soft
voice close to my ear, ™1 wait to
stop'—I gasped sadly—and a welcome
pause enabled me to explain that I
was wearing a most adhesive par of
rather countrihed India rubbers.
Later, at supper, 1 tasted for the first
time a famous vintage of champagne,
aml [ learned that its name was “Clic.
quot, " the product of a vineyard own
ed by a lady of that name, and only
familiar as a beverage to the crowned
heads of Europe. My father had
told me not to drink more than two
glasses, and I remember that I was
careful to obey him. The wine of
Madame Chicquot and your humble
servant have been strangers ~ever
since.

. The Other McNah.

Among the notable men of that day
was Sir Allan eNab, a typical
Scoteh gentleman and a Baronet, who,
afterwards, hr{'amc} Speaker of the
er:lltnr: Council and continued in
office until his lamented death, a few
years later, As though it were but
yesterday, | can see his broad breast
covered with a bright red tartan.
Onee, T happened to follow in his
wake at some social function where
each guest was amounced at the
drawing-room door. lle was accom-
panied by his brother, the Chief of
the Clan McNab, who went first
When the servant asked his name, the
tall Scotchman drew himself up and
answered impressively: “The Mac-
Nab.” “And yours, sir"—said the
man in livery to Sir Allan, who. with
a twinkle in his eye, respended: “The
other MacNab.”

A few months later, we were order-
ed to Quebec and the first session

ned there on the 28th of February.
“g& Ottawa had been determine:d
upon as the future seat of Govern-
ment for Confederated Canada, and
about this time the Public Waorks De-
partment undertook the comsjruction
‘of the splendid buildings which are
now occupied on the hill, to which
many additions have since been made.
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Here, too, we have some specimens
of robust English from me s of
our own House, Away back in the
seventies - John Ht“rl.ld Cameron, an
able and istinguished la ﬁtr spedk-
ing in defenee of Sir John Il:ﬂﬂllld
during a fierce debate when politica tical
feeling ran lllill eylagized his chief
with ‘warmi eloquence:  “Sir," said
h] “1 do not beligte dn these. cries
of corruption which come-so glibly
from honorable gentlemen, and. I d.r.i
believe that. for evéry dollar

spent, the opposite s two
df}lt:irs and,” when I &l‘lﬁ:
gentlemen l'ttlml

about their purity, 1 tunhn I "H'
helieve them, for my eéxperience o
life has taught me tlllt the man “l:
is most virfuous !" SAYSs ]
about it ‘Fﬂr we m boys tn‘lﬁf.
and from that day to this

stood here at his back, a hnilt
Ihtru:“ a useful :gtlﬁﬁr' ﬂd

these years, what Jmay have

said about m‘ right Nonordble friend’s’
tendency to bring membets tht
side of the House and

wnon this side, this faet stapds out

clear prominence, that he is here &
fore you to-day, a poor l_l ‘and
pure man.

Alexander Mackenzie 1H‘.I.l fio, less
warm in his fervent Scotch

“Sir,” IH!
occasion, "l III li-ti
crln ﬂf

e . E l.nd replying
€ l'!. in

Lo thﬂnﬂ‘ cannot do _ better n

quote the words of a great lish

statesman. who, wE&r

tlunttdi, rephied:

myself second to ma
but hﬂ_un
oot think |

'to my gracious

|‘illt:“L :STILD he Iunll- hep
ould a to man ser-
:lnl,_htr maid servant, her ox and her
Many years have passed since [ lis
tened to those earn voices—now
very tones




