AGE TWELVE

- SOMME IN GRIP

OF GREY WINTER

Jsmw[ﬂlﬂl
“Dead Reckoning.””

“Sirafing”
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MAP AND COMPASSES USED FOR

FIRING.

lLow-hanging, Damp, Leaden Skies

Make  Alrplanes Useless—Battle

in Fog a Weldrdly, Mysterious - and

Uncanny Aflair,

With the British Army in France,
Dee, 3 (via Londom, Dec. 6.).—
(From a staff correspondent of the
Associated Press) — Winter, cold,
grey and bleak, has Lheld the west-
ern battle fronts in its icy grasp for
more than a week now, and has tem-
porarily . checked any attempt on
either slde at operations on a large
scale, There has been the usual
daily ‘strafing.” or exchange of ar-

titlery fire, but the shelling has hpenr

largely done by what mariners would
call “dead reckoning.”

Low-hanging, damp, leaden skles
have shrouded the land in gloomy
darkness and obsérvation ‘has been
almost wholly impossible. For the
past seven days tRere has been a
thick mist, while on two occasions
the war zone has beem completely
curtaingéd in by a mantle of heavy
fog. But through this grey murk
the guns kept hammering away—
firing at the unseen epemy—haras-
sing uunt roads and rail heads or any
other “registered’” place where he
was likely to be busy with the multi-
tudioug affaire of war behind the
lines.

A battle in the fog—and nearly
every detached engagement In this
straggle on the Somme could be
classed as a battle by ordinary stan-
dards—is a weirdly mysterions and
uncanny affalr. A roar, a flash of red
flame, and out Into the leaden mist
shrieks a shell on its well-intended
mission of death and destruction.
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will put another just over here,” and
bang goes the gun again. Im the

to shoot into a little drab world all
its own.

positions. It is a favorite occupation
of the German gunners—this shelling
a position they know so well after
they have heen driven from It. And
such “trafing’” calls for a reply, even
if the enveloping fog permits one to
see scarcely beyond the grim muzzle
of the giant gun itself.

Such fighting as tnis makes war
gseem intensely Imperial, and in the
colorless language of the official com-
munique may appear something like
this: “There was considerable hostile
shelling to-day against our front on
both sides eof the Ancre. Our retllil-
tion was prompt and effective.’

One knew that if the British shells
were truly searching their way
through the opague mist to their
charted destination the reply must be
all that the communique claimed.

Peace in Beawmont- Hamel.
I'nder the proteeting. canopy of
fog the Associated Press correspon-

dent sought to explore the pulverized
ruins of what was ene¢e the thriving

deapness of the fog the battery seems |

The Germans, however, have been|
bombarding one of thefr recently lost |
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m;r#twtrahle gloom n‘r-rhud,

| its own story. The daily shell-
ng had hegun.

To one only casually acquainted
witlh the noises of a battlefield there
alwavs a bewilderment at first as
which are the *“friendly™ shells
ng over towards the enemy, and
which are the very unfriendly visit-
roming over to burst in a wild
In the mystic grey-
ness: of the dripping fog the bewild-
erment was accentuated, the ordinary
whistle and “crump" of the wvari-

Ors

' callbred shells translated into a veri-

|

table witeches' chorus. 8o intense
was the bombardment at one time.
with the shells rushing im opposite
directions overhead, that the mingled
gounds became lHke the sighing of
storm winds.

Each callbre shell has its own par-
ticular plaint, sometimes sadly me-

|Iamtml't in the distance, and again

' gpitefully firece in its nearness. It
! {s a great source of aatisfaction when,
under the tutelage of an experienced

| officer, one eomes to distinguish for

oneself the difference between the
outgoing of the friendly shells and

the Incoming.
Visitors to the British front are

‘always impressed by the absolute in-
| diference of the British, Canadian

and Australlan soldiers to the indis-
criminate shelling so frequently In-
dulged in by the Germans. Unper-
turbed in the slighest degree Lhey
“carry on' as if there were no such
things in all the world.
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MEDICAL INSPECTION

OF THE HOSPITALS |/
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Toranto TeElegram (Con. )
Every battalion medical officer

should recognize the solemnity of his
responsibility, Fathers and mothers
and wives bave given the most pre-
cious treasures of thelr hearts and
homes into the keeping of medical
ofMicers, The rank of meadical officer

| is'no place for a physician or surgeon

who thinks more of swaggering
ardund in kbaki uniform and o’
drawing pay and allowances than of
safe-guarding health and lfe in the
ranks of the boys committed to his
charge. Recruiting is not aided by
the stories about battaHon med®:al
officers and about military hospitals
that go back to the vMlages of On-
tario from the camps on this side of
the sea, The conditions that Col.
Bruce condemned in his comments
on hospital and medical work in
England are not as bad as the con-
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for Christmas were a little late arriv-

i this fall, but are all here now.
e would advise early buying, as
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The C.FP.R. Annotated Guide. -

No publication issued by the Can-
adian Pacific Railway 12 better known
aMl over the world than the “Annotat-
ed CGuide,"” describing every station
along the line. Issued originally at
the suggestion of Sir William Van;
Horne, it has passed through many
editions and s now a fair-sized book
owing to the great increase in the ex-
tent of the railway system. It is in-
téresting to look over the early
issues to see how Canada has pro-
gressed. In 1888, for instance, Win-
nipeg had a population of only 25,-
000, Fort William 1,400, Regina 800,
Calgary 2,400, Lake Louise had not

mrates ! been .discovered, and Vancouver was
w £ proud of its §,200. Indian Head was

as l ht famous for the Bell Farm, of which

‘ the *“Annotated ide"” remarks:

“*The furrows on the farm are usually
ploughed four miles long, and to
yiough one furrow outward and an-
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