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LTHOUGH Bhakespeara 15 o I'HIH-J-I'
slded, meaning by that that there are
80 many of his characters In which the
reader finds some phase of Shake
Spedre the man, yet In none of 'them
s he the peflint or the man remiote
from hix fellows. He s the dreamer,
‘the business man, the lover, the war-
- Florythe man of moods, the student, the
Retar, the adventurer, He s prosperous and needy
by turns; sometimes happy and more often de
Spondent. ' But at all times; under all guises, he |s
the man of his time and his class. and as he mir-
rored persons amd clrowmstances i his plays he has
left a Lype, a picture of his generation for sutceeed ing
Fenerations. That )5 why he I8 &8 easy to read to
day am he was yesterday or the day before,

Probatly the fundamentul reason why Rhakespenre
come & be regnrded an n Wighbrow and his works
dAIfficult reading was becnise so many boys and girls
had.plays, or pleces of them, crammed in with U ICOn-
Feninl tasks at a time and under condithons when It
wWas lmpossilile to appreciate them. Another explana-
tlon of the false potion that Shakespenne s only for
the learned is that many persons have wolight to make
Bhakespeare obseure and difficuit for their own par-
Poses, so that they might act as his Interpreters and
expounders,

One of the great galns of this year of Shakespearian
Activity may be that the man L the street, the woman
o the home—those who wark with their hands as
well as thsg who toll with thelr brains—may find
In Bhakespeare stores of enjoyment from which they
bave grm- lously cut themaelves off.

Reflects His Own Experiences.

Bhakespenare's experiences are Interwoven into his

Plays and verses. The son of poor parents, he had
Al acquisitive mind and an active personality. which
mot him into trouble as well as into many good
things.
- He married. when'he was only etghteen years old,
Anne Hatbmway, and she was not his first love—nor
his. last . When be bed. gone to Loudon. where he
lived apart from: his family for many vears he fell
in love with a lady of the court and sent a friend. a
young nobleman, to sing hils prajses to her. Whether
his representative was faithful to Bhakespears nr no,
the young woman fell In love with and married him.
Bhakespesre refers to this misca rriage of hope severa!
times in his plays and urges that no one in love ever
trust an agent.

Shakespeare's experience In London was raried.
He made valmable acquaintances, mingled with all
sorta and conditions of men; was actor, ma nuger and
writer: made money and ®pent It royally. He had a
natural Hking for magnificence and munificence, As
be grew older he sought to cover the wildness of his
younger days by the sentlments and conduct B a
conearvative who has bettered his worldly position
ADd seen the errors of his WAYS.

That is Bhakespeare as men have been deducing
bim from his writings and from the records of his
time, which have heen palnstaking!y searched for
light on his character and position. ‘The more that is
known of Nhakespeare’s life the more I its record
found In his warks, set forth lucidly aud llnminng
Ingly. L %

"“The Tempest™ Is beld to be one of the most poet|
cal of thknsppnr-‘l pays, vet in it there I8 much
plaln matter for the _ortinary man. After the sh iy
wreck Gousale says to his friends, as might one whn
escapes the perils of the suhmarine to-day:

; ~ "Bemerry; vouhave ause
(80 have we.all) of joy, for our PRCNe
Is much bayond eur-dess Our hin of woe
Is common; every day some salloi's ife,
The mpster of some. mérchaut. and 1he merchant
Have just our theme of woe but fur the miracle,
I mean our iweseryatdon, few In millions
Can speak like as: then, winely, good sir, weigh
Uur sorrow with eur comfort.™

Gonzalo and Sebastian.

Like many a man who Fpeaks such philosophie
words in times of distress, they breed irvitation in
those who cannot look at the sitnation in the same
WaY. Alonso bégs him hold his peace, and Bebastinn
SAYS, patly:—“He recelves comfort ke cold
ridge.” “Look.” Sebastian continues, “he’s winding
up the watch of his wit: hy and by it will strike.”

Gongalo: —

"When every grief is entertain’d, that's offer'd,
g Comes to the entertainer’ ——

Sebastian:—“A doliar” . . .

(Gopsaio;—" Dolour comes to him, indeed; you have
spoken more than you purposed.”

Sebastian:—“You bhave taken it wiseller than 1
meant you shoyld.”

Gonzalo essays to #peak again, but before he ean
more than begin Antonlo cries out, lmpatiently . —
“Fle, what a spendthrift be is of his tongue '™

It Is just such conversation as might go on among
men anywhere under similar circumstapcres. - Gon-
zalo chides Sebastian when he speaks binnt truth with
the expressive words, “You rub the sorg when you

=

- should bring the plaster.”

These men talk, too, Just as men do to-day about

Wwhat they would do had they the power to run things
(1 Sathey wighed, Boasts Gonzalo:—

“No kind of traffic
ml-m;mmunmu:

And use of.

T
L)

. No occupation, all men idle, a)l:
And woman, too, but innocent and pure;
Hllﬂml :
All things In common should produce
Without sweat or endearor: treason, felonyr.
Sword, pike, knife, gun or nead of amy engine
Would 1 not have; but nature should bring fortl,.
Of its own kind. all folson. all abundance "
To feed my innocent people.
b E. = e ]

wrote much-of travel, It had fer his
that it often has for many who stir
short distance from thelr own Clresides except in

.~ 4 faney journey. To see sights, to fall in with aln
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THE DREAMER, THE BUSINESS MAN, THE LOVER, THE WAREIOR, THE MAN OF
MANY MOODS, THE STUDENT, THE ACTOR,

THE ADVENTURER—SOMETIMES HAPPY

soris of persons, to have sdventures—this Shake-
Speare dotes upon,  Valentine, in “T'wo Gentlemen of
Verona,” says to his ftlend.—

“Cease to persuade, my Joving Protens:

Home-keofing vimths have ever homely wits,

Were't not affe tion chains thy tender days

To the sweet glances of thy honear'd love,

I rather would entreat thy comnpnny,

To nee the wondlers of the warld ahroad,

Than, living dully sluggardis'd at home,

Wear ont thy Youth with shapeless idleness. ™

And Protens answers:
“Sweet Valentine, adieu.

Think on thy Protend wher thotr haply srest

Some rare note-w urthy object in thy travel:

Wish me partaker In thy hnppiness

When thow doest mest goid hap.™

FPanthino, talking with Antonlo, says that bLis

-
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hrother wondered wmt iy letttag lis son, Proteus
spend his youth ar howe,

“While other men of glender repmiation

'ut forth Lhelr suns to ek preferinent e

Nome to the wars, to tr beir foftunes there:

sonde to discover stands Far AWAY;
th-lh* LTI N ITL #fiilivns 1J-l1]"l.l'.‘"='ill.l;'-'.
He sald that P'raoteas, your son,
Al did request e
Tu et Lhilu;
Which wonld Le L real 'I'u|||r-.-|1"|::

Wils Mmeeg,

to limportune yom

spend his the no more at iome,

M Lo s age.

In Iving Kuown wo travel in Lis youth.”
Antonio admits

“1I bave cousidered well s loss of time,

And now he cannol be a perfec HETN
Mot being tried and tutor'd in the world.”

Whereapon Panthine advises Aol to send Pro-
208w Lhe Emperor's court -

“Lhere shall he pravtice-tilts aud teurnaments,

Hear sweet disvourse, cwirverse wila tollenn 1i,

And be jn uye of every exercise

Worthy his youth and wobleness of birth.*
1he Delights of Simplicity.

Although Shakespenre recommends= that the Youngs
man be sent to court o lenrn of ' worldly things and
acquire accomplishients, a privilege that Shake
speare highly esteemed, yet he w Fites, tow, out of s
Kunowledge of the evils that adbere to place and posi.
tiom, and pictures '_.,uu[rm-;t che delights of sim-
plicity, with which be vokes sincerity.

U place amd greatness, millious of Tulse vyvey
Are stuck upon thee, Voluines of report
Run with theso faise and mest contrarious quesls
Upon thy duings: thousand escapes of wit
Make thee Tather of thele tdle dregu
ARld rack thee in thelr fancles”—
is one of the slUcquies un the frallty of human Ereat-
ness.
Again ;—
“Are not these woods
Alore free from peril than the envious court?
Here feel we but the penalty of Adam,
The seasons’ difference; as the lcy fang
And churlish chiding of the winter's: wind,
Wlikch when it bites aind blows upon my bodr,
Even til} I shrink with vold, 1 smile and say
This Is no flattery; these are counsellors
That feeilngly persuade me what I am.
Bweet are the uses of adversity,
Which, ke the toad, ugly and venomeons,
Wears yet & precious jewel in his bead ;
And this, our Iife, exempt feom publie haunt,
Finds- tongues in irees, books in the running
brooks,
Sermous in stones and good in eversthizg
This evokes fhe reply :—
“Happy Is your grace
That can transiate the stnbhwrnness f fortune
Into 20 quiet ald w0 swept a style.”

Adjustment to whatever conditions thé fates be-

AND MORE OFTEN DESPONDENT.

stew s constantly wurged by Bhakespeare, who had
his full share nr shifting fortunes.
“Cease to lnment for that thow canst not help,
And study help for that which thou lament st,
Time Ix the narse and breeder of all good.”
Toe which he adds the neouragement of:
“"Hope is a‘lover's staff: walk hehee with that,
And manngé 1t agnins despalring thoughts.”
The love motive changes In Shakespeare's plavs,
but. always it is colorful Frequently, as In the fol-
lowing, he invokes nature and with
peculiar charm:
“If music be the food of love, jiay on:
Glve me excess of i1 that, surfeiting
The appetite may sicken andl so die.
That strain again' It had = dying fall:
Oh! It came o'er my ear like the sweet sound
That breathes upon a bank of violets,

luve, music

Enough! no more:
halore.
il Tresh arct thon,
mpacity,
ought emters there,
U what validity and plien BOE e,
But falls into abatewmen
Even in g wingte!

In- Spimkespenre’s great hove drama, “llomeo nnd
Juliet.” are many passages which lovers never tite of
readiag. Although he is of tha house of Lher heredd
tary enemy, she muses - —

" Tis bt thy name that is my ¢enemy:;
Theu art thyself, though, not a Montague,
What's Monlague? It iz nor haud, nor foot,
Nor arm, nor face, nor any ether part
Belonging to a man. ' he some other name.
What's in a name?® That which we call & rose
By any other name would smell AR EWest;
8o Romeo 'woul. were he not Romeo cali'd,
Itetaln that dear perfection which he owea
Without that title. Romen, daft thy name:
And for thy name, which s no part of thee,
Take all myself.”

And how he answers back to her in the same veln ;—

“I take thee at thy word.

Call me but love, and I'N he new baptis'd;
Henceforth 1 never will be Romen.™

How many lovers have thrilled to"
"0l that'T were a glove upon that hand,
That. T might toneh that cheek ™

Shakespeare admonished the man o mArTy one
of fewer vears than himse!f, wherein he differad from

the moderns, s 4
“Then let thy love be younger than thyself,
(r thy affection cannot hold the bent:
For womnen are as foses, whose fair flower,
Belug ouce display’'d. doth fall that very hour.™

Vinlg:—

“Aud 80 they are: alas, that they are so;
- To die, even ‘when they to perfection grow|["

Stealing and giving odor,
Tis pot so AWML now as i was
L) spirit ol love! bow guick
That, notwithstamding HE

Hleceiveth as the mdl .

t and low price,

Almost as mpech as. love, lnw. fts obhssrrances and
violations thelr consequenres, looms large In
Shakespenre.

“We must not make 2 s are row of the lnw,
Setting It ap to fear the birds of prey,

And et It Keep ane shape. N custom make it
Their pereh, and not thelr tareer

Angela, wihio thus discourses In “Mensure fur Meas-

ure,” also sars:—
“1 do not deny,
The jary, passing on the Prsoner's 1Mie,
May in the sworn twelve have a thief or twn
Crutlther thoon him they try * ¢ *  what know
the Iaws :
That thieves do pass on thipyes.*

Thi= may have ey written ginetiy in memarr of

was canght In
He nmnifoues

L man!f
the tollx of the law aud found gullty.

the days when Shakespenre 4
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LR Tespect Tor the [aw In many cases, but nlso he
tnds loupholes and precedents for Its evasion, ex-
ciizes for the transgressor In muany instances,
Shakespeare, chiefly because of his treatment of
the character of Portin, has heen ciniimed by the suf-
but some of his

[ ——
il |-.‘|1.|=""".

stntlmeuts would give him
etter rank with the “antjs.*
A Dt ls master of his lHibert v

Vil i= thelr wasied sadd whien iy sae tlme,
or conee, T savs L L hisg,

“Wiliyv should taeir Hberty than -oura be Inore ™

LHejeets Adriana
2 it o' door.*™

serve him so, he takes 1t

“Heeanise !h-?r-*hunim ax =mtill Hle
Adriana —"Look, when 1
1L
Luriann 0 1 Enow he is the bridie of vour wiil™
Adriana :—"There's bt asses will be bridied

B},

BRI T

Locinna ;-
“Why. headstrong liberty Is lash'd with woe.
Ahere's nothing situnte under beaven's eye
Hut hath lts boand, o enrth. in sed, In skv:
dhe byasts, the fishes and the winged fowls,
Are their mwales’ subjects, and at their coutrols,
Men, more divine, the mazters of all these,
Lords of the wide worlds and wild watr'y seas,
thdued with intellectunl sense and sl =,
Of more pre-eminence thaw fisl and fowls,
Are masters to theit females, and their lords;
Then, ot vour will atteind on thelr accords.”™

Antonde in “The Merchhut of Venice” is the type of
the great mercLant prinee who can afford to despise
When Bassanio applies to him for financial
beip he replies:—

“1ou kpow me well, and hereln spend but time
To wind about my love with cirumstance:
And, out of doubt, you do me now more wroung,
In making question of my uttermost,

Than It you had made vwaste of all 1 Lidva:

Then do Dut =ay to me what I should do."

He tells Bassanio that 411 his fortunes are At pea,
but offers his credit liberally to get what money he
can and to have it as if It were his own. They get
the money from Bhyloek the Jew, hut eplendidly %

Epise bim while they are taking the money.
i

money.

“You called me dog.™ the money lender
Antonjo, who returns:—

“I1 am as like to -:-aih thee so again, i
To spit on thes again, to spury thee,

If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not
As to thy friends.”

Portia, 00, has the same disregard of moner,

“What sum owes he the Jew? Only thres thon-
sand ducats. Pay bim six thousand, double six thoy.
sand, and treble that.™ :

Money is to be nothing among these fine folk. Itis
only the Jew who Is to be permitted ‘to love his
ducats for themselves, ; 2

Rhakespeare never hesitates to, repeat himself in
plot or expression. Over and ovel evea the same
characters come apon the stage: they meet the same
temptations, dangers, wnd go through the same ex.
periences. Men are cast down from high positions

and wander through forests: makdens jut on youths'
disguise; twins add to mystery and disentanglament.
How the following kpeech from “Measure for
Messure” reminds one of Portin's tymovin apesch, be-
ginning “The quality of merey is not strained™:.
“No ceremony that to ETeat oves “lengs, ;
Not the Ring's. crown. wor the depmied smopd,
The marshal's trunchean. aot the Judge's robe,
Become them wirh one-half so good a grace
As mercy does. ™

Shakespeare's drinking, scenes hiring out speeches
of very almilar import and patiern. He uwsually Lisa
n temperance sermon taelied away anwng the drink-
g bouts, Mveen drinkard whe js beyond bope of
reform affirms;—

“I'll never he drunk whilst 1 live again. hu:r in
bonest, eivil, godly company. ” 101 he drunk " be

drunk with those that have the fear of (3.0 amd not
with dranken Kngves, "

Uhn the othee hand, e
those who would forece

volrea (he Fesonlment of
Sumptuary laws  wpon
of hers

“ost thon ' think Bécause thou art virtueus there
hall ‘e no mMors cnkes and a*

NShatkespenrp's humr is robust amd of his Hme,
aud, aithough It seems to this age obwlous and “harse,
It would pot he true if it did not conform to the taste
of the theatregoers of his day,

In “The Merky Wives of Windsor.” which is typleal
of Lis farciea) trentment, there are bits to which even
our times accords a measure of wit, although not of
the highest grade.

“Have I lived to be carried In a basket like a barrow
of butcher's offal ™ demands Falstafr. “Well, Ifr I
ever be verved such another trick I'l have my brains
ta’en out, ang battered, and give them to the dog for
A NeW Years gift. The rogues slighted me into the
river - with as lttle remorse as they would bave
drowned a biind bitch's puppies, fifteen I" the Ntter;
and you may knew by my size that I have a kind of
alacrity in sinking; if the bottom were us Heep as bell
' should down. 1 had been drowned, but that the
shore was shelvy and shallow; n degth that | abhor,
for the water swelis a man, aed whitt a thing I shou!
bave been, when | had been swelled, I should bhavs
been a mountain of a mummy o

That's good Shakespesrian humor and thousands
of persons are yet entertained hy the piciure it con-
Jures up of the situation of Falstaff, the "mountaln
of a mummy.”

Bome of Ehakespear's slang 1s surprisingly modlern,
BEin “Henry IV..” where even our up to date slang of
Lhe street “good night” 1 to be found:—

Worcester:-—

“I'll rend you matter deep and dlhm

As full of perll and adventurous spirit

As to o'er-walk a current roaring loud,

On the ynsteadfast footing of a spear.”
Hotspur:—*I't he fal in, good night! '
In the “Comedy of Errors” one comes ACTORs

'Fle, Leat it henca™

Melancholy, someiimes gentle, sometimes tragic, is
o characteristie of Shakespeare. It tiupes bls phi-
losophy and colors the actions of his churacters,

Sometimes it volves itself in A Inment for other
times, as In the address:.
"0 good old man! bow wall In thee appsaras.
The constant servieg of the antique world,
When service sweat for duty. uot for mead]
Thou art not for the fashion of theve times,
When nove will swent bt for prometion, :
And, having that, do choke thelr service up
Even with the having; itds ot so with thee.”
And when Orlando Snys to the Duke:—
“Under the shade of melancholy boughs,
Loze and neglect the creeping hours of time,
If ever you have Wouk'd on better days,
If ever been where Bells have knoll'd to chureh,
Il ever sat at any good mian's feust
If ever from your eyelids wip'd a tear,
And know what "tis to pity and be pitied
Let . geutleness my strong enforcement he.™
The Duke, adwitting that be has heard the bells
and feasted, observes:
“"Thou seest we are not all alone nnhappyg
This wide and universal théatre = *©
I'reseuts more wotul pageants than the scens
Wherein we play in.”
Jaques repliés to him:—
“All the world's A sitage,
Aud all the men and women mevely jlayers;
Ihey have thetr exits and thele entrances.
And ove man o his ine piays muany parts,
His acts being seven ages."
Hereupon follows the famous description of the

)} "Seven Ages of Man” which has been repeated and

learned Ly rote by school boys and giris of all the
geterations sinve Shakespeare's day.

John fhakespeare. (he father of the dramat cama
to Btratford on Avon in 15351. His hotse '_Il“l:t'l sub-
:::mhl ;m-. T rrudeh:s were all the Ellzabethan -

uses of this cluss. F L hls. the
school dod after be left tried to Make & ool
out of Wlm, but the young wan dM not thke ]
:s_n.mh His choice turned to the theatre,

playwriting :
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