s

y that her imprisonment was just a lit-

ing her,” Quest pointed out grimly,
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BYNOPSIS.
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Banford Quest, master eriminologist of
the world, finda that In bringing to jus-
tlee Macdougal the murderer of Laord
Ashleigh's Saughter, ha haa but just be-
gun & life-and-death struggle with a mys-
terlous master criminal. In a hidden hut
in Professor Ashleigh's garden he has
pEen an anthropold ape skeleton and a Hv-
ing inhuman creature, half monkey, half
man, destroyed by fire. In his room have
appeared from nowhere black boxes, one
contalning diamonds torn from a lovely
throat by & palr of armless, threatening
hands, baoth with sar astle, threatening
notes migricd by the Inscrutable hands. He
ia arrested for the murder of his valet,
Hosa Hrown, and a Miss Quige, In his
rooms. Laura and Lenora, his nssistants,
suapect Cralg, the professor's valet Le-
norae s abducted by the threatening
hands, but Is rescued. Quest clears him-
Belf of the murder eharge, but falls to
irap Cralg. In his rooma another black
box appsareg In the rifled gafe and, return-
ing the dlamondas a second Uime, the ac-
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station,” he went on, “"and we hava!
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questioned them carefully. It seems
that after they had plcked up the ball,
a man came out of the side entrance
of the house, saw them reading Miss
l.enora's message, and shouted after
them. The boys bhad sense encug®

to scoot. The man ran alter them |
but had to give it up. Here is thelr |
description of him.” |

The Inspector took a plece of pas
per from his pocket. They all walted
breathlessly.

"Had to drag this out of the boys,
bit by bit," the Inspector proceeded,
“but beiled down and put Into reason-
able language, this is what it comes
to: A man of niedium height, rather !
thin, pale, and after running l!

companying note tells him he has no short distance he put his hand to |

chance agalnst the Inherited cunning of
ages,

R .

SEVENTH INSTALLMENT

THE HOUSE OF MYSTERY.

——

CHAPTER XVI.

Bomething In the nature of a ¢on-
ference was proceeding In Quest's
study. The professor wns there, seat-
ed in the most comfortable easy-
chalr, emoking without relish one of
hia host’s beat clgars, waltching with
nervous Impatience the closed door.
Laura and Lenora were seated at the
table, dreesed for the street. They
had the alr of belng prepared for
some execursion. Quest, realizing the
professor's highly strung state, had
left him alone for a few momenis
and wae studying a map of New York.
The latter, however, was too 11l at
ease to keep silent for long,

“Our friend French,” he remarked,
“gave you no clue, I suppose, as to the
direction in which his investigations
are leading him ™

Quest glanced up from the map.

“None at all. I know, however, that

the house in which Lenora here wuyr

confined {s being watched closely.”
The professor glanced
warll the table before 1

was segled.

“It secms strange,” he continued,
“that the young lady should have so
little to tell us about her incarcera-
tion.” . il

Lenora shivered for a moment,

“What could there be to tell,” she
asked, “except that it was all horrible,
and that I felt things—felt dangers—
which 1 couldn't describe.”

The professor gave vent to an im-
patient little exclamation.

5

e
Panich Lenora

"1 am not speaking for fancles,” he |

persisted. “You bhad food brought to
you, for Instance. Could you never
#ée¢ the hand which placed it inside
yYour room? Could you hear nothing
of the footsteps of the person who
brought it? Could you not éven sur-
mise whether It were a man or a
woman ™

Lenora answered him with an evi-
dent effort. B8he had barely, as yet,
recovered from the shock of those
awful hours.

“The person who bronght me the
food,” she sald, “came at night—never
in the daytime. I never heard any-
thing. The most | ever siw was once
=] happened to be looking toward
the door and 1 saw a pair of hands—
nothing more—setting down a tray. I
shrieked and -called out. I think that
I almost Talnted. When I found cour
age enough to look, there was nothing
there but the tray upon the floor.”

The professor sighed as he turned
away.

“It is evident, 1 am afraid.” he said,

“that Miss Lenora's evidence will help |.

no one. As an expert in these affairs,
Mr. Quest, does it not seem to yon

“Whoever took the risk of abduct-
“did it for a purpose. That purpose

=

his heart, as though out of breath. |
One of the boys thought his noss was |
a little hooked, and they both re-|
marked upon the fact that although !
he shouted after them he used o |
Ewear words, but simply tried to In-.}
duce them to stop. This dt-srrlpth‘mi
suggest anything to you, gentlemen?™

“Craig,” Lenora said firmly.

“It Is a very accurate diseription of |
Craig,” Sanford Quest agreed

The professor looked troubled, also |
a little perplexed. IHe Bald nothing, |
however, |

“Under these eclireumstafices,”™ the
inspector continued, “l have had the
house watehed, and 1 propose that we
now search it systematically. It is|
very possible that something ml,r'
transpire to help us. Of course, my
men went through it roughly wh

L

| tiom.™

Qora, “the Inspector here's setlizg =p
As 4 judge of millinery’™™

Lenora turned and locked at them
both with an air of blank astosish.
ment. The inspector was a4 Ittle em-
barrassed. —

“No need to give me away like thar *
he muttered, as they reached the hall
“Now then, ladies and gentiemen, If
you xre ready.”

They took their places In the an
tomobile and drove of As they

: Beared the vicinity of Carson aveane !

I
|

the professor began to show siges of
renewed uneasiness When they drew |
up at last outside the house he gawve,

| & little exclamation His face was

grave, almast haggard [
“Mr. Quest,” bhe said “Inspecter |
French 1 deeply regret that I hawe
a statement to make ™ ;
They both turned guickly toward
bim. The inspector smiled In & con- |
fidential manner at Laura .- It was
:u;:vfuuu that he knew what was com- |
E. ;
“Some years ago.,” the prefessor
continued., “1 bought this house and

| made a present of it to—"=

“To whom? Quest ashed guichiy '

“To my servant Craiz.” the profes
sor admitted with a groan

Lenora gave a little cry. She turned
triumphantly towards the inspecter

“All recollection as to its locality |
had escaped me " the professor con-
tinued sorrowfully. “1 remember 4hat
it was om the acniversary of his hav
ing been with me for some fifteen
years that 1 decided to show him |
socne substantial mack of my appee
clation. 1 knew that he wus looking |
for a domicile for his father and |
mothér, who are sgince both dend
and | requested a house agent to semd |
me in a list of suitable residences
This, alas! was the cne | purchased

Quest glanced arcund the place

“1 think.™ he said “that the profes

‘s stalement pow vemoves any
doubt as to Cralg’s guit. Yoz aze
sure the house has been closels
watched, nspector™

“Since | received certals nforms
Freach replied “1 Bave bhad
hall a dosen of my best
vicinity. .1 cam =~a

ﬂmwf;mnmh:
> ny-four hours™ 3
s+ «2Y made their way to the

weé brought Miss Lenora wh::l E steps acd entered by the

that wasn't anything gt
c¢ount, if the plac 7
a haunt of n',-rl'llli""H «Sily Ban hecems

“What abr’ snals.
house *** 4t the ownership of the
his hat cuest asked, as he took up
3?'_ inepector nodded approvingly.
44 am making a few inquiries in
aat direction,” he announced. *“1 ex-
pect to have something to report very
shortly.”

The professor stood drawing om
his gloves. The vague look of trouble |
gtill lingered in his face |

“Tell me again,” he begzed. “the |
name of the avenue In which this res- |
idence is situated?" F

“Oayson avenue,” the inspector re-|
pled. “It's a bit out of the way, Iml'.[
it's not a bad neighborhood.”

The professor repeated the addreas
to himself softly. For a moment he
stood quite stiil.
signs of growing anxiety. He seemed
to be trying to remember something.

“The name,” he admitted finally, as
they moved towards the door, “sug-
gests to me, 1 must confess—we
going to see the house inspector?

“We are on our way there now sir
—that is if the young ladies are will-
ing? he added, glancing at Laura.

“Weoe've been waiting here with ovr
hats on for the last half hour,” Laurs

s search ito| The houge was am
' work one of moderate size,

His manner showed §
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He Was Wearing Cwaig's Clothes.
F-H. Freoch waited in the ball b  Jomg as | live,” he declared. “T'll have
ww. s wrmed  Lasra grigped Lo that fellow before I'm through!™
VAT A" & eyrdseenl
esve gat L mow” she ex-
chimed “Sot ham =me™
On Do foarth o 802 stalr Craig
s mated e soiidenlr su the o
“mesor sEam-fSng Yeiow 3
the banfsters with oo basd The .
ether be Dang cuft in a threatening -
gestise i
“Yea've gioen me away to- these |
hloodhoumnds™ e oried—"von h-rj
wiwem [ bave twied and slaved whom |
I bave Ssllowed 3l over the worid |
Shwa. | kawe served Zambhtalls with |
the et beeath of my body and the |
st @rep of Dved i my weins' You !
tmve Weawdr M bere— Trgcked me
sz Y™ :
Thie prefessmr shosk s bead Sl |
row “gifx !
Crig” b sl “ven bave beem
‘_':ﬁr_'!-.f--{ SSTTARS Tsam ever had  IT
ron ate Rvecens of thees oTimes YR
can clemr yoareel® I vou ave ruilty ]

CHAPTER XVII,

The professor roused himselt from
what had apparently been a very
gloomy reverie.

-~ Well™ be apnounced, “1 must go
home. Ii has beer very kind of you,
Mr. Quest, to keep me here for so
ong -

Quest glanced at the clock

“tont hurry, Mr. Ashlelgh”™ bhe
sald. “We may get some news at any
moment. French has a dozen men
out on the search and he has p‘vmw
ised to ring me wup Immediagely he
bears anything

The professor sighed.

A man.” he declared "who for
{wently years can deceive his master
as utterly and completely as Cralg
has done me, v%o is capable of such

, capture stares him in the face is

s meme o0 good for | capable of an escape such as he made

| today, is outside the laws of prob-

C — gment L abili~"Perconuily, J.do not beligyg

Oty Levmres frox-ihe | that 1 shall ‘ever again ;Eﬂfthﬁca

was Enine his richt | of my servant, any more than that

™ be a leath- | you Quest, will entirely solve the

the bamisters | mystery of these murders and the

surprise broke | theft ¢f the Rheinholdt jewels. What

followed | can we do against men who have re-

, ¥olving staircases and trolley-loads

of rviver pirates waiting for them?

You may be a scientlfic crimin at,

Quest, but that Yellow Fulma

- ; sclentific eriminal, If ever there wis
one ™ :

Quest crossed the room towards his
ciga: cahinet, and opened it. His little
, Start was apparent to both of them.
| Lenora lald down the bag which she
' had just lifted up. The professor
leaned forward in his chalr.

“What s it. Quest?™ he demanded.

Quest stretched out his hand and
picked up from the top of~he clgars
a small black box' He laid it on the
table

“Unless T am very much mistaken,”
. ke said “it is another communication
. irom our mysterious friend.”

“mpossible!™ the professor
claimed hoarsely.
|  “How can he have been here?” Le-
mora cried
Quest removed the lid from the
box and drew out a circular .card.

Around the outside edge was a very

clever pen. and ink sketeh of & life-
| bwoy, and inside the margin were
. several sentences of clear handwrit-

ting In the middle was the signa-

¢ ture—the clenched hands! Quest
read the message aloud:

i In the great scheme of things, the
Supreme Ruler of the universe di-
vided amn inheritance amongst his

-y chiidren. To one he gave power, to
ancther strength, to another beauty,
but to his favorite he gave cunning.

Trey all looked st ome ansther.
“What does it mean?™ Lenora
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“A lifebucy!™ the professor mur

:

They both stared at Quest, who re
mained silent, chewing hard at -the
of his cigar.

“Every message.” he sald, speaking
to himself, “has had some sig-
What does this mean—a
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He was silent for & moment. Then
turaned suddeniy to the professor.
“What did you call those men In tha
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“Then we've got to make tracks’
he declared, “and pretty gquick, too
She’ll be starting from somewhere
about upmber twenty-eight dock, a
long way down Come glong, gentle
men."

They hurried out to the automobile
and started off for the docks. The
latter part of their journevy was ac
complished under difficulties for the
street was packed with dravs and
heavy vehicles.
numnber twenty-elght at last, how-
ever, and hurried through the shed
on to the wharf There were no signs
of a steamer there

“"Where's the Durham? Quest
asked one of the carters, who was just
gelling his team together.

The man polnted out to the middle
of river, where a small steamer was
lying.

“There ghe is,” he replied. “She'l
be off in a few minutes. You'll hear
the sirens directly when they begin
to move down.”

Quest led the way quickly to the
edge of the wharf: There was a
small tug there, the crew oif whiech
were just making her fast for the
night.

“Fifty dollars it you'll take us out

she gails.,” Quest shouted to the man
who seemed to be the captain.

They clambered down the iron Tad-
der and jumped on to the deeck of the
tug. The captain seized the wheel.
The two men who formed the crew
took off thelr coats and walsteoats.

“Give it to her, Jim,” the former or-
dered. “Now then, here goes! We'll
Just miss the ferry.”™

They swung around and commenced
their journey. Quest stood with his
watch In his hand. They were getting
up the anchor of the Durham and
from higher up the river came the
screech cf steamers beginbing to
move on their outward way,

“We'll make it all right,” the cap
taln assured them.

They were within a hundred yards

diabolical outrages, and who, when | of the Durham when Quest gave a lit-

tle exclamation.. From the other slde
of the steamer another tug shot out
away, turning back towards New
York. Huddled up in the stern, half
“conceéalethin a tarpaulin, was a man
in a plain blck suit. Quest. with a
little shout, recognized the man at
the helm from his long, brown beard.

“That's one of those fellows who
was in the truck,” he declared, “and
that's Craig In the stern! We've got
him this time. Say, eaptain, it's that
tug I want Never mind ab%out the
steamer. Catch it and I'll make it a
bhundred dollars!'™

“We've got her!™ he captain ex-
claimed. There's the ferry and the
first of the steamers coming down In
the middie. They'll have to chuck it.”

Right ahead of them, blazing with
lghts, a huge ferry came churning
the river up and sending waves in
their direction. On the other sidae,

Quest Stocd on Guard.
unnaturally large, loomed up the
great bows of an ocean-going steamer.
The tug wag swung ro/'nd pnd they
mn up alongside. The *75 with the
beard Yeaned cover

“Say., what's your tres?% 7 he de-

The inspector stepyt / .. ward,

the tarpaulin,” he announced.
“Say, you min't the river police?™
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quarters.” was the curt reply. "The

you hani him over, the better
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They reached dock]

to the Durham and cateh her before]

' MIRAGULOUS
GURE OF ASTHNA

Suffered Terribly for 15 Years Uatil He
Tried “Fruit-a-tives”

82 WaLL.CE Ave., TonowTo,
Dec, 2and. 1913,

""Having been a great sufferer from
Asthma for a period of fifteen years
(sometimes having to.sit up at mght
for weeks at a time) I began the use
of "Fruit-a-tives'. These wonderful
tablets relieved me of Indigestion, and
through the continued use of same, I
am no longer distressed with that
terrible disease, Asthma, thanks to
“Fruit-a-tives"" which are worth their
weight in gold to anyone suffering as
I did. I would heartily recommend
them to all sufferers from Asth
which I believe is caused or aggravat

by Indigestion™, D, A. WHITR

For Asthma, for Hay Fever, for any
trouble caused by excessive nervousness
due to Impure Blood, faulty Digestion
or Constipation, take ‘' Pruit-a-tives"

soc. a box, 6 for §2.50, trial size,
At all dealers o
Limited, Ottawa,

. - iy,

_ 25¢.
{ramn Fruit-a-tives

e — I T —

—

Zbar’slce Cream
Parlor

Tee Cream In bulk dellvered
to all parts of the city. Mhone
1128 or call at

280 Princess Street

Choice Fruits and Candles of
all kinds,

=a -
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Remember

[t ia wizo 1> get rid quickly of
inenta of (e organe of diges-
Ucn—of headache, languor, de-
prossion of spicita—the  troubles
for which the bggt corrective ia

2 vaul L"’Tﬂ#f:hqﬂlﬂm"l 'h H
bones,

Lot ] L vervwhere, LI conla

e g e
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Fresh . Chinook
SHLMON

Bominion Fish Co.

63 BROCK 8T,
' PHONE B2w,

———i

IN SUGH PAIN
WOMAN CRIED

Suffered Everything Until Re-

|

“l want that man you ve got under

“I'm Inspector French from head-

For thirty it has been the stand-
who have been troubled such ail-
”-m
ulceration, tumors, irregularities, ete.

If you 'want advice write to
X s nt special A

oy



