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Around the monith of May there
cluster more ancient usages, (radi-
tions, and supersititions than 1s the
case with any other monih or the
year, exceépt, perhaps, the month of
December. When “we search Into
ithe reason of thizs we hnd it due (o
the fact that May is-the time of the
year when the sun enters the sign of
of the zodlac known as Taurns, or the
Bull. It is the time, therelore,
when the earth, after having been
quickened by the rains of Apri,
bursts forth inio new fertilicy.

So it Is that almost all countries,
while thelr calendars may not have
this particular]l month in correspon-
dence with ours, do, nevertheless,
colebrate this season In honor of the
renewed lertility of nature.

The coming In of May seems Lo
mo=L of us an unimportant thing. We
have a sort of'literary tradition about
May-pcles ' and May-parties; and,
even in our own country, the child-
ren of many & locality select a (ueen
of the May and crown her with Sow-
ers and dance about her. This is on-
ly a pretty and childish customn now;
but-far back in antiguity it was dif-
ferently conducted, and was viewed
as of great importance by every one.

Thus, among the Phenicians and

given ap te the worship of their

were the deities of the sun; and
when the sun entered Taurus, Mol-

homage of vast througs of worship-
ers. The rites which were perform-

They are EIJ-{J]IPH of in the Old Testla-,

Ammonites.’

bolize the sun, and into thelr ferce
flames were cast young chiéldren as
acceptable sacrifices. Then the mul-
titudes danced about a phallus—the
origin of our May-pole. Acts of the

to both men and women, because
these indicated the renewed fertility |
of the year. ;

It was the same in Rome where
the games, known as the Floralia, |
were held during the first three days |
of May. At these games the spec-
tators aseembled in the great amphi-
theater and waited expectantly At
the sound of a trumpet a troop of
women, cloaked from head to foot,)
moved In procession around the ar-|
éna. Then the trumpet blew again, |
and the cloaks were dropped, reveal-
ing their wearers in a state of na-
ture.

The rest of the games were in ac-
cordances with the beginning of
them, and even many of the Romans
themselves were shocked by the li-
cense which prevailed at this rt‘at:u-.i
whose name means simply “the reast
of flowers.” i
in the northern part of Europe
early May was noted by the Driids,
who kindled immense fires at night
in honor of their god Bel; and even

THE MEANING OF MAY

—dly Donald Cameron—

_bands of men, one band representing

| follows:

lon the gates of Holyrood Palace.

Egyptians, whole days -in May were |
gode, Moloch and Baal. These
och and Baa) .received the frantic|

| this beautiful month. It is not only

| the ignorant who are affected by this
ed were very different from the inmno- |

cent customs of modern May-day.
ment as lhl:- abomination of "m|

Great fires were kindled to sym-| Scotland. Sir Walter had important

grossest wantonnees were permitted |

| origin, being derived from the name
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the forces of winter, and the other
band the forces of spring. It is al-
arranged that those whe support win
ter shall be beaten, and then an efli-
gy which represents winter is buried
and the ashes from the bonfires are
sirewed over his grave.

in studying the pecullar customs
of May-day It would seem as though
two different superstitions hae come
io clash with one another. Since May
symbolizes fertility, it is strange that
the month should for centuries have
been viewed, as an unilucky one In
which to marry. Such, however, Is
the ense. Twently centuries ago the
Roman poet Ovid wroie two lines,
which may be roughly translated as

If you will believe what the proverbs
EAY,
Only bad women marry in the month

v of May.

When Mary Queen of Scots made
her ill-omended marriage with the
Earl of Bothwell, some one nailed a
paper inscribed with the last line up-

There |8 also an old English proverb
which says:
Marry in May
And rue the day. [
And another is in prose: "He who
marries between the sickle and the
scythe will never thrive.”
The same superstition prevalils al-

20 in many parts of France, and mar- |

riages there are quite infrequent in

belief

It is told of Sir Walter Scott that
once while he was staying tn Lon-
don, his daughter's marriage wus ar-
rnngﬂl to take place at her home in

business in London. If he remained
there to complete it, he would not
be able to reach Scotland until after
the first of May, so that his daught-
er would then be married in the un-
lucky month. Scott’s Highland super-
ition overcame him: so that he cut
short his l.ondon visit and hurrled
| post-haste to Abbotsford, arriving
there just in time to arrange for the
wedding in the last week of April.
The name “"May"” |8 Roman in its

“Mala,” the mother of the god Mer-
eury. In the oldest Roman calendar
it Is sald te have been the second
month of the year. Then it secame
third month, and Bnally the fifth.
The Anglo-Saxons called it Trimilchi,
because at that time of the year the
grass was 80 rich and plentiful that
their cows could be milkea three
times each day.

Altogether, May Is a very Interest-
ing month. Its associations recall
one of the darkest cults of paganism,
and at the same time one of the most
innocent and beautiful of modern
festivals.

The quaint embodiments of super-
stition and experience to be found in
the mass of traditional weather lore
and be a considerable portion of in-
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to this day in Ireland, in Scottish| fluence to the month of May. If the
Highlands, and in Cornwall the cus-| ancient prognosticators, whose des-
tom still continues, and is called In| cendants no amount of riducule has

_ ), If
“IN=- Celtic “Beltine,” or “the day of Bel's| served to extingaish, were right in . d ff e
/ re." | their judgments, the month is trea-
""' Nothing could have been more cherous and fatal when it is bright- .
|| 1"' I!N magnificently i

startlin than the|est and most beautiful, and is only
scenes once enacled at garn:r, in the | acceptable and full of good fruits
northwestern part of what Is now| when it appears cold and inhospit-
France, Aniid the gigantic pillars| able.

great flames arose, lighting up the The old English proverb, “Never
country for miles around and gleam-| cast a clout till May be out,” is a!
ing far out into the séa which lay| doctrine expressed in many varied
beneath. Amid the lufid gleam of | forms by the wise people of each
these “‘bale-fires"—the name still| passing generation. For once tee pro-
remains iv English—the Druids and| verS.-maker has accuracy on his side.

g : Druidoasse wmarched and counter-| She who “casts a elout” and dons : ; d i C'b &ﬁ e‘
“e most IIH'.‘iIIl article marched and chanted their weird| lighter rainment in honor of the Te-
. . SONES. tarn of the sun, will have occazion m
in tllg kltﬂhﬂn It wag, no doubt, from the Pheni-! to shiver fa Lthe coldness of the even-
cians that the Northern peoples| ing. Ky
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tion was obliged to leap three times
through the flame of the fire. This
is the harmless equivalent of a more
ancient custom, according to which
the one who drew the black portion
was selzed by his companions, strip-
ped naked, and then burned to death
upon the l.ltll' of sed.

May-polezs go back farther than
any one can remember. In Eng-
land they were usually made of birch
and covered with flowers and ribhon,
while around them the young p-uplu
danced. Perhaps it was the pagan-
origin of the May-pole which led the
Puritans to condemn it so violently.
During the time of Cromwell it was
forbidden; but “when King Charles

Il was enthroned, there was a migh-
ty May-day celebration in London,
directed by no less a person than the
king's brother, the Duke of York,
who was then Lord High Admiral ul.'

is sallors set up a May-pole which
was one hundred and thirty-four
feet high. This was in 1661, and
pole was allowed to remain in the
Strand for Afty-six years.
In 1717, when it was taken down,
t was bought by Sir Isaac Newton,
to Essex, where
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the civic authorities take part. It is
not unlike the American Decoration
Day—which, by the way, falls upen
the thirtieth of the same month—
tince the mayor of Madrid, escorted
by a detachment of soldiers and sail-
ors, goes in procession to a great obe-
lisk which commemorates the heroic
Spandiards who died in battle against
lhu French invaders.

On May 15th, 1822, the Mexicans |
Ituhlu-d the great military leader,
Augustin de Iturbide, Emperor of
Mexico,and he established the first in-
dependent government in tae coun-
try, after it broke away from the
sovereignly of Spain. His ruse was
short, since the Mexicans preferred
a republic, but the date mentioned is
an. important ome in the history of
our neighbering republic. :

'ﬂu .l.rnn e Republie celebrates

l-'nrr on May 201a.

It was on May ist that Admiral
M““ r:nm htih.rrﬂmn in

. It was on 13th that the
first English settlement in America
was made at in 1607;1{




