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Festival of Easter—Its Lesso

Some Timely Messages from Some of Kingston's Leading Churchmen

"Full of Significance"

.
His Lordship the Bishop of Kingston.

The, yvearly commemoration of the
great outstanding facts of the Chris
tian Revelatiuonm, such as Christmas
and llaster, 1s always full of signific-
ance, and never more so-than in the
present time of warfare and distress of
nations, When the Christmas bells
rang out remuwding us of the Nativity
of-the F'rince of |'t‘.'|.l't.', the far off echo
of murderous shot and shell seemed
to mock their message. But thought-
ful men thank®l God-and took cour-
age, when theyv reflected that even in
the midst of war's alarms and carnage,
the Chrnistmas Festival bore witness
to the ivine purpose for the world,
delayed and obscured indeed by ho-
man imperfection and passion, but re-
maining - the ideal * which

towards
humanity, though 'with painful slow-
ness, and many a setback, is moving
by His will. And so with the great
Festival of Easter, the very crown and
consummation of the work of the
Saviour. It 1s pre-eminently the com-
memoration ol the victory of life over
death, and brings exactly the inspiration which is needed at the present
time :

F'or to many

‘ v death seems to be, winning the battle. The very flower
of the manhood of our race is being cut down in its fullest vigor; Rachel
is weeping for her children in countless homes.— And then comes to
dry the tearand heal the aching heart the message from the All-pitving
Father, that His own Son passed first through the gate of death before
His glorious Resurrection, just to teach men that life in the end was
stronger thaw death for all who follow Him. The loved ones have in-
deed passed through the Valley of the Shadow:-but through their very
death they live, in a Jife bevond the reach of death waiting to meet their
loved ones on the other side. “In the sight of the unwise they seem
to die; but they are at peace.” In firm faith in the Resurrection mes-
sage we offer the following thoughts, written some years ago when just
such a young life as those that are being mourned for now throughout
our Empire was, as it seemed, abruptly ended. They may be some con-
solatioh to the bereaved: -

Sad hearts and weeping eyes.
The bruised mind, the aching memory,
Our portion these: for him the glad surprise
The Master's face to see,

The broken hopes we sigh, :
The young life ended that had scarce begun!
Jut he, in joyful wonder, hears the ery
“Servant and friend, well done.”

l.oving and loved, brave and true:
Too brief his span, vet in Eternity
surely the Master still has work to do
For such pure souls as he.

Fray we his life above
( Though his dear body rest beneath the sod)
Bind us with one more golden chain of love
Cloger to Heaven and God.

“Life stronger than death.”
been fore L]ri}' averted, if Illi]}
'I.ht‘ face of the l1l'I|H'1‘.|l'l1‘::- 155

- Thank God that men's thoughts have
lor a season, from things femporal.  In
ues that confront us now, how ‘mean and
poor and base appedrs the stark materialism which seemed to be devour-
mg .thl‘_ nation s spiritual vitality, cating away its very soul. Men were
Irt-p_umln;:. as the olgd Latin writer says, “propter vitam vivend; perdere
causas -—a striking parallel to our Lord's pregnant saying : “What shall
it proht a man 1f he gain the whole world and lose his own soul 'ﬁ:iri-
tual death is far worse, as we see now, than physical death. The former
separates us |{1-n: Giod; the latter may bring us nearer to Him.

- Ibhat is the Easter message, brought, not by a dead, but a living
Christ, “who (as the majestic stanzas of the venerable a'r:tmi of ’\iir'm?ﬂ:
sets forth in nliiH'I_‘L periods) for us men and for ouwr Hﬂh’.’.ﬂinu# 1‘3‘111:&
down from Heaven . aud was made man. , . He ‘i;.lfftfl::il
and was buned ; and the third day He rose again an‘{'nrdiu.g to Ih;: Scrip-
tures. | he risen Lord, the guarantee of our own wmortahity th}'nu Ih
BAith in TTim, that is tHe kernel of the Christian message, binding all wlgm
dccept it to strive to hive the risen life here and now, * '

“1i ve thien be risen with Christ, seek thos ;
i & i L : sty b thln % that are ‘h i |
‘Christ is risen!  Alleluia!” s above.

e —

"A Brighter Day Coming!

Wy Rev. M. MacGillivray, Chalmers Preshyterian Churely. ———

"Thou sittest on the fight band of Go
in the. glory of the Father."—Rev. l!:‘:j

“And they prostrated themselves, and
worshipped God. who was seated upon the
thrgne. "Amen," they eried, ‘Hallelujah.' "
This ¥ the thought of 8t Johm; God is

— Seated-upon the throme of the Unlverse,

ruling over all. .His judgments are just
‘and true; and those who can speak for the
saipts—the elders, the four creatures,
representatives of the redeemed world—
unite in saying, “Praise the Lord.”
voice of devotion and joy must not now
drop into silence that Easter Day is past,
bul continue singing and ushering in the
new heaven and the new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness.

“Christ is arisen: - A
Death hath He slain. :

" Burst ye your prison:
Burst ye your chain.

- Songs of

|'

-~ The reader i4 tamiliar with the drift of this Iast writing the Bible. Tt
was a letter of comfort sent round to a suffering and
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"up his hands in despair.

! I-_’i!'-l- a trial of their faith.
~ 'was rewsarded. He arose triumphant, vietol

BOrrowing.

—

o~
i/

the Easter gladness they once knew.. St. John, their fellow-sufferer. indif-
ferent to. his own affliction, felt for them in his heart and thought long about
their misfortune, and about the moral order under which it could be possible
And as he pondered the matter, light and comfort came to him and them in
the series of visions and exhoriations set down in this book
To all appearayeces, things looked ill enough; bul the Lamb was upon the
Lthrone Uut of this pain and turmoil brghter days would come. Only let
them front light and dety, endure as good =oldiers of Jesus Christ. and take
terrible as they were, in their true sequeénce and relation., Here, they
often, ;a4 mournful procession from Roman  dqungeons and Roman
scallolds, and Roman fires passing through death's portals into unmarked and
pameless graves, Hut yonder, it was a procession moving up with jubilant
songs to vhe throne of God and of the Lamb, the blood-stained and sadly
scarred vesture of clay exchanged for the robe of light.: - What o rhange as
they passed from earth to heaven'! Here they were cut down by the axe of
Nero; burned to illuminate lvis gardens; torn by wild beasts to make sport
for the idle and_dissolute; and in other ways trampled down by the pale horse
whos=e riders name was Death Hut drawing aside the veil, and looking up,
what wonderful things were happening on the other side. There, the saints
wWers goming oul of*the great tribulation and stepping into the presence of
the King with the shout of i and thre psalm of thanksgiving The
“dies irae” had passed and there was a new morning of time and Easter Day
wag opening out as an Easter Age for the world; and this Easter Age. because
the “‘faithful and true” had borne witness
History repeats herself.. This is a picture of the “new earth.” of which
St. John speaks elsewhere, wherein shall dwell humanity and justice. . And
the lesgon for every people and for every age Iis this: Lét them dutifully
and hopefully and unweariedly working for the best, bear their ills and dis-
appointments, which can last but for a time. A brighter and better day
will come, as it has been coming, justice will spread rights will be observed,
strife will diesdown and faith and humanity will be justified of their works.
Yet, will every age have its problems and erises, for the world is moving and
there is no finality in human affair: No one ecan say what enigmas, and what
masters (0 deal with them, the:future may hold In waiting. And no one of
faith or sense will close the door, or give way to chilling doubt, or throw
The Lamb is upon the throne. Our guestions are
not quite such as St. John and h's fellow-sufferers had to face and solve as
best they could, vet are they bodelul enoungh UM institutions and usages are
crumbling and must be re-shaped to the new issues. And for that reason,
soclety is in_a state of Teverish unrest; and in the clash and &in of new
truths presd on fgr a place, and of vital interests in grapple, faith and hope
may, for the briefest moment, falter, but only that. Now, as of old, theseé
are but the birihthroes of the new -life-of the Evercoming Age. - These dis-
turbances are not accidental. Sorrow is not acecidental. Nor. in the broad
sense, are pain and death. These things are working out ‘the will of Him

who sitteth upon the throne and doeth all-th'ngs well. Let Him be adored,
the Easter Age is with us.

events,

AW, LOD

“The steps of the way [ know not,
Hut my leader T know full well:
My hand is in His; 1 fear not:

in the depths of His peace 1 dwell.

“"He knows where He leads; T knaw not,
But I trist in His love each day:

My heart-is His own: | fear not,

For the Way is my Lord's highway."”

"Christ's Teaching About His Death"

Arthur J. Smith, Ensign Salvation Army.

Instead of rehearsing the various theor-
ie8 of the meaning of the Death of Jesus,
it is at once simplest and most =atisfac-
tory 1o go direct to the New Testament.
And there is the record of the Life of
Jesus, It is very evident that the gha-
dow of the cross fell athwart His Path at
a very early period. He warned His
Cisciples that the days would come when
the BEridegroom would be taken away.
His own conception of His work was very
differemt from that entertained by the ma-
jority of the people respecting the Messiah
Jesus’ own idea corresponded more exactly
to that of l:zaiah, 53rd chapter. He raw
and =poke as it His success could only
come through His sufferings. The Son of
Man must_suffer many things ard be re-
Jected and be killed Tind after three davs
rigse again

His death was voluntary.
vield to the inevitable. He deliberately
chose (death. Some have- pictured the
sort of career He might have chosen. He
might have get himself Lo reforni the Jew-
ieh religion fromm within, or to have ac-
cepted a kingship over the Jews, or- te
have built up a new spiritual community

o independent either of Jewigh réligion or

- politics. But He rejected these “possible

CATEEers. He insisted on dying. He deiiberately set His face to the cross.

He declared that no*man tcok Hiz Life from Him, The soldiers. who came

to arrest Him felh on the ground pantc-stricken. He steadfastly =et His

face to go to Jerusalem, because He believed that His death was necessany to
“1?"#‘”. — ‘. = " E Tt - r e =

He did not

In going forward thus, Christ was conscicus that He was faifilling the

Seriptures, “Ar it is written of Me,” was conslantly on His lips Where
shall we find the closing scenes of His career more clearly mapped out than
in Izaiah, 53rd chapter. It was thteugh vicarious suffering and death He
mukt pass. The iniquity of the pecple was to be made to light upon Him.
(R. V.) He bare the sins of many. His soul was made a gullt-offering.
(R. V.) He ecarried out his work, justifying many and making many righte-
ous, Jesus applied all this to Himselfl. He accepted all the suffering be-
cause He believed it to be the will of God for the purpose of =aving the world.
Jesus sald that by His dying He would be able to render the highest and

ns

"Truth is on the March'

Rev f‘l].irn] Brown, Sydenham 3ireet Mcethodizt Chureh.

At the trial of Dreyfus, Zola, the emiy~
nent French advocate, sajd: “Truth I8
on the march and nothing can s=ton it."
Never did truth appezr to be more surely
halted, than when Jésus was crucified and §
buried: but in really it was never maore g
truly on the march. Evervihing that
wis done to stop it, only helped it ferward.
When darkness overspread the earth, at
4he sixth hour, it seemed a= though truth
kad =uffered a total eclipse: but on the
resurrectiop morning it shone forth with
a power and, glory that would never grow
dim The truth that Jefus lived and
toeght had seemed to die with Him, but
not more surely did He rige from the dead,
than did His every saving find vindication
in the fact of the resurrection, and in the
results that followed. There is such a vi- §
tality in truth that It cannot be destroved;
such an ascendanecy that it eannot be Kkept
down: such an energy that it egnnotl
held back. Overturned plans,defeated pur- §
poses, have strewn the pathway over which §
it has marched in triuvmph. It has al-
ways left an emply sepulchre and disecard-
¢d gEraveclothes behind It The place
that was looked upon as the stronghold of
unbelief has been tenanted with angels
and has echoed with the announcement:
“He is not here: [or He % risen as He
sald.”

S0 the story of triumph

EOG8 oD On, theough the centurjes, On,
through every moral and ‘spiritual conflict, Un, though the heathen rage,
and the people imagine a vain thinz. On, though the Kings of the earth
set thenfselves, and the rulers take counsel togeiher, aguir the Lord, and
agains=t Hiz annointed On, though persecution kindles ils fires and stretches
out its sword. On, though Infidelity builds its ramparts and thunders |ts
opposition. Cn, though war rages, exacting its awful toll of human lives,
Aling the air with greoans of suffering apd lamentations of sorrow, seeming
to put civilization back into the tomb of early barparism and sealing its
entombment with the best blood of the nations. On, on forever, Christl-
anity is triumphant, "She waves her banners, they are of light, they are of
love; she names her vietories, they are over evil, they are all of peace: she
claims her trophies, they are sinners saved, they are souls redeemed: she
¢crowns her heroes, they are the good of earth, they are saints in Paradise.
But she does not rest upon her laurels, reposing in contented contemplation
of her well-won victories; she is still advancing over other fields of conquest
toward the final fulfilment of her destiny—the evangelization of the world.'"
S50 it is thar Easter finds an eyer-intreasing muititude to share in faith the
resurrection hope, and to repefit the joyous salutation: “The Lord & riesan

indeed.”™
"The Wonder of Easter"

Rev. E. LeRoy Rice, First Congregational Church.

Lhe meaning of Easter may be trans-
lated into a single word. All the wonder
and the mystery of it finds expression in
that word "LIFE". Jesus came to re-
/eal to the world a life.that was deathless.
Jewish hatred and Roman spears ecould
not destroy it, the cress could not con-
quer it, the tomb in Joseph's garden could
not confine it His was agele=#, death-
less life. “He lives," was the message of
Easter morn. “He live=," was the mes-
tage of the angels that stood by the empty
tomb. “Jesus lives,”” was the message
that Mary carried to His despondent fol-
1OWErs, And this is the message that the
Chureh proeclaims to the world on every
Easter morn

It has always seemed 1o me (0o be ex-
tremely Atting that this Easter festival
rhould come in the springtime. There is
a divine fitness and appropriateness in the
fact that the Eastéer message iz in harmony
witly the scu! of Bpring. “The winter is
pasted and gone; the flowers appear Ir
the earth, Lthe time of Lhe singing of birds
is come." All nature reverberates with
the messuge of life. The name “Easter™
has pome down to as from the name of the pagan goddegs “Estra.” who was
the godders of 2pring, the, goddess of life and lertility 50 that the very
name “Easter’ conveys the message of new hife and hope
Christ came to & world that was dead, a worle that
light and life. “1 am come that they might have life
have it -more abundantiy'* are His Words. Fi= own ureonguersbis, desth-
less life is the fulfillment of that promise During thcse three years of his
minisiry He gave life to the rick and the dead He was the source of a
strange mysterious life force such as men had never known. His enemies
thought te quench that life. They thought it susceptible to death: they
#ould crucify Him, but le, dealh was powerless to destroy Him He rose
more polent, more glorious than before The life that thay had thought
t0 quench becomes the yery life of thoge who by faith feed upodk Him .
Therg is an inturehln; passage In Geelhe's “Faust” of where Faust, de-
spondent and dejected, détermines to end It all in death The cup of poi-
son is raised to his lips, when suddenly there rings out the music of the

was vearning for
and that they might

most NECOSAATY service (o sipners.  The Soa of Man sheuld give His life a-
ransom [or many, By that word ransom He meant, of course, a means of
deliverance, but exactly in what gense the word itself does not comvey. But
at the farewell supper He taught something more concerning the significance
of His.dealth. His blocd was to be po out on behalf of many. That
phrase taken in conneciion with the iérrible scene in Gethsemane, which
transpired soon after, is important. : '

The best answel to the question, what |s the meaning of the death of
Christ, is to. be found in the GCospels. There is not too much material, but
there is sufficient. The disclosure made by Jesus was gradual, according to
the ability of the disciples to receive it. But as a2 modern Bible scholar has
put it, there were amongst others four important lessoms given by Jesus on
the doetrine of the cross: : :

t1) That Jesus suffered for righteousmess sake, and hersin became an
example to all His folldwers,—Matthew xvi. 21-3%.

2) Christ suffered for the unrightecus, giving His
the sinful.—Matthew ax., 28,

(3) Christ suffered in the spirit of /self-sacrificing love, exemplified by
Mary.—Matthew xxvi., $-11.
for sinners the tnr;irun_p of sins. —Mat-

. (4) Christ suffered to proen
thew. xavi., 26-329, . :
- Im the face of this, who can bt the nn:ln: of His death?
And thus the first Easter bronght joy to hearts of His disciples. It
He had sald he would rise again. Their faith
_ of death and the grave. He
came and showed Himsell to His followers and comforted ‘them.

There is a real note of victory triumphant shout Easter, one that brings
glaliness 1o many hearts. - The ome sad thought this Easter will be so many
But the Christ that arose from the dead and now intercedes at
the right hand of His Father will see as of old that righteoisness will trinmph
and victory will come through the many noble livés that are being sacrificed
in order to have peace among all nations. LB

life .a ransom for

.
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ERETErT morn
“The Lord hath arisen.
_ Sorrow no longer;
Temptation hath tried Him,
But He was the stronger

Happy, hapdy victory
Love, submission, self-denial .,
Marked the strengthening agony,
Marked the purifying irial.

The grave is no prison:
The Lord Lath arisen.”

At Fauet listens fo the Easter tiesrage, & new life enters inta his own
soul and he pusnes aside the poiscued U . It is ever thus. With each
passing year the Easter meesage brings new hope, and new lifle into the
darkened lives of men. “We 1ay 15 dust earth's glory degd, And from the
ground there blossoms red, Life that shall endless he

EASTER AND ITS MESSAGE.

~ The is glad of the privilege to present herewith
responses, from the various churches of Kingston, of their

' conception of the Easter message. The press, ever

ady to nd to humanity’s call, can carry their words
their nition into thousands of homes. May these .
efforts prove of value in these trying days of national
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