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THE MAS

CHAPTER XVII.
The Forged Deeds.
HEN the traln polled Into Loe
Angeles (he pext morolug
Jojhn Dorg's party got oft
and Jobn Jeft Ruth with
JTowi Knane while he went (0 engugt
au aulomobile 1o take them to Beverly
Hills, 4 suburb recommended by Ever
eft as qulet and restorative for shat
tered nerves,. "

As they stood there Wilkerson, Mm
Darncll and Estelle also got off the
truin, still di=guised. npnd were hurry
ing away when Wilkerson observed
Huth and called Jean's attention fo
her.

For an ipstant she was nonplused.

Then sbe sald in a Jow tone: “So mach

the betier.
on them."

“l must find out where they are go
Ing to,” Wilkerson returped *1 don"
like the looks of IL"

He soon came buck with word that
they had ordered the car to take them
to Beverly Hills.

After inquiry Wilkerson found
the addrefs of a botel that seemed tu
answer thelr requirements, and they
Were soon on thelr way thither in a
tazl - Within apn hour the deft Estelle
bad lustalled herself and bher mistress
in a comfortable snit.t. Wilkerson took
a room near by. Then cawme the gques
tion of thelr disgulses.

“There I1s no peed of wearing them
any longer,” Wilkerson stated. *I1t
need be we ean pot them oo agaln.”

Mre, Dagnell laughed scornfully.
“Yes, and all the botel people saw us
cowe In with our disgulses on. What
will - they think If they see entirely
different people occupying these
roomg .

Wilkerson bad already started to re
move his makeop. Now he paused
But bis reckless nature got the better

We cuan keep an eye om

Bhe Smiled Maliciously. “Forgery!®

of bhim, and he laughed at her fears |

B0 they both were soun L(helr real
selves und sat dowo to a bhearty break
fast In Mrs. Durnell's rooms.

This ended, Jean took vut the papers
and spest an bour guing over them
carefully. Wilkerson simoked pervous
Iy, but did not interrupt her, When
she luid the documents down he saw
i gueer glitter in her tawny eyes.

"Bo it bas come to the old game,
ehb?™ she said o a low volee. "I
thought you had had enovugh of that.”

"Enough of what¥' be demanded
gnickly.

She smiled maliclously. She formed
the word slowly and precisely: “For
geryr”

His dark face grew pallid, and his
eyes BDasbed ominously. 1 did it for
¥uu that time—and no thanks! But
II:II I8 ull right. Those deeds are gen-
ulne.”

“They merely assure the property to
Thomas Uallon and his belrs and as
signs, When you foond Tom Gallon
at last apd had bhim ready to do any-
thing you wanted just as the price of
Your ellence | suppose it dido't occur
to you te bave him deed over the "Mas-
ter Key' mine to yon, did 1t?

“He wouldo't have done it]” he burst
out furiousiy. -*He shot me once. He
would Rave shot me again to save the
miive for the girl”

“Theu what good are these papers?”
~Gmdually be percelved the drift of

ber speech. He looked at ber for a
moment dombiy, as If for instruction. |
But she was ruthless. He must pro- |

pose the crime himself,
bim the papers,

she's as friendly as a pup.

gald
is A

“Tihiose are called spats, Tom."”
Joan, smiling. ““That
mogoie,

“Uoes be see through LY inguired
Rape, with apparent anxisty, 1 reck
aned he was near sightod, (or 1 spoke
1o him a while ago and he didn't eveo
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ddly enongh, Ruth blushed at this
Sir Depald had seen ber, and she boc

, been made aware of iL lnstantly; nol

that Rir Donald bad been In 1bhe slight
est offensive. He bad werely sliently
festified Ly respectful glances his ap
preciation of the arrival of a very pret
Iy wolman.

Johim Dorr saw the blush and loter
preted it rightly. He, wo, bad ob
#erved the Engllshman's sulden loter
est in (be lovely giri. For the tirst
time be felt a sharp twinge of jeal
ousy. He bad so long been alone ic
Kuth's regard that be bud not apa
iyzed his own feelings toward Der.
He determined that 8ir Donald Faver
shatn shounld pot lmpouse Lis company
on them.

The very pext morning. when Ruth
and Jobn eathe oul from the boted
rendy for a stroll, Faversham Iay 1o
wait for the old covk and asked him
for a match for hif cigarette. Tom
renched into hip walstcoat pocket und
pulled vot a bunch of block matches,
which be bapnded oot with an alr ol
dolng a service to some une he could
not see. Sir Dopald looked at the
queer matches, not knowing the pecul
larities of the western sulpbur article,
and Io spite of bhimsell hane bhad to
instroct him to pull off opne of the
matches and strike it When Bir Dua-
ald chboked amnd sputtered over an in-
halation of brimstone Fom looked pro
foundly concerned.

“They're a leetle sirong for some
people,” be remarked pityingly.

“Strong!” answered Faversham, wip-
ing his eyes. “l sbouild jolly well say
they were!"

Their conversation bad attracted
Ruib's attentlon, and sbe and John
buth looked back. Jobn smlled falot
Iy, but Ruth was indignant.

“Tom did that on purpuse,” she sald
“I'm ashamed of bim."

How it bappened oniy ®ir Donald
could have tuld, but within three min-
utes he was eschaiiPng remarks about
the scenery with them all. “Apd
there's an awflully jolly bit Just over
the other way,” he said to Torh

The ice wasn broken, and Rutbh
promuptly accepted the lmplied invita-
tlon to see this specially luvely scene
and Bir Doopald led the way, tnlking |
with ber. After an- instant's besita
tion Jobn and Kkane followed.

The ncquaintance thus made was
destined to have a great bearing on
the lives of both Huth and Jobn. It
had ripened into o genuine liking on |
Ruth’'s purt before the dance that night
was over.

The next morning Jobn and Tom met
Ruoth walking with Sir Donald about
tbe botel grounds, amd the young man

could wot help showing in botb volce
and manver that be was little pleased

that Ruth should bave so suddenty
taken up with a stranger,

“Remember, she’s only a girl,” Tom
wurted bhim, feeliug his mood. “She's
been brought up in the mountains, and
| don’t like
the way the map puts petticouts on his |
feet and I'm used to being looked at
with twe eyes. but Ruth is all right
You must remember that young as she |
Is and inexperienced. she has a good
lot of common sense.”

“1 suppose it's fuollsh of me.” John
answered, “But I'm used to activity.
and this dawdiing about doesn’'t sult
me and that makes me generally cross
aud ugremsonable. If | only knew |
what Wilkerson was doing! Ir Everett
would only come!™ .

The wish was fulilled that afteriioon |
when UGeorge Everett turved up and
was warmly greeted by both Kane
and Dorr. After a few words be asked
for Ruth. .

“You can see that she's all right,”
John answered quietly, pointing to her
as she came up the steps with Sir
Donald. Both were Ip tennls garb, and |
Ruth was delightfully fusbed. 1

Sir Dopald made a few pleasant e |
marks and then excused himself. His |

She handed - guick senses told himi that. Everett |
| had come on business and that be

~ He stared at them and then glanced | would be one too man
| -
Bcross it Jean. She was walting,. He | - gon't know tbat | have anything
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 tlon yel." was the evasive reply.

' look |
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tnke charge of the mine white we de
vide Ju=t wual
vchat's guing ou and wairn us.™

“Dorr aud the resg ure still at
y Hills:™ sbe inguired.

“Sure!” he said scornfully. “Theyre
tieing up with sowne blomlpd Britisber
they think bas money. Tlhey hHgure on
getting bim to fGnance them, | reckon
And | bappen te Enow that Xir Deoakd
couldn’t filnapce anybedy., We peedn’t
worry about Dorr.”

Mrs. Darpell remained in thought o
silence awhile annd then agreed v the
suggestion. Wilkerson umygediately
wrote the mwessuge:

Chasles Drake, San Franciseo, Cal.:

Go to Bllem  Valley at once and take
charge of “"Master Key"” mine until vou
hear further from me Am wiring Tubbs
engineer, (o this effect

HARRY WILKERSOXN

When be had sent this and u mes
sige to Tubbs be resumed bis gloating
contewmplativn of bis lforged deeds. He
did nor see the ook of huruing scurn
vn Jean's face as she left the roon.

“Why must 1 alwars bhave (o use
fools? she muripnred bitterly. “A
lovely pair—-Wilkerson apd Drake!™

Drake did pot besitate when e re
celved Wilkerson's telegram. He took
the pext train for Sllent Valley and un
arrival there procured a rig aud drove
v the mipe.

On his arrival be was dismaved to
see Lhat po work wias belpg dove. ‘The
wus dle, apnd the miugs
weore luating about the streels or gutlk
ered o little sullen groups. 'They eved
Lim curjously, but when he aske’) rfor
Tubbs they made no comment nor ask
ed auy questions,

Following their directlons, he soon
found blmself on the porch of what
bad been Jobhn Dorr's bouse, He
knocked, and there was shuttling of
bheavy boots; then the door opened, and
ip unshaved, bloated faced man asked
him gruffly what be wouted

Drake prodoced Wilkerson's wire,
and Instantly the engineer showed re
Het.

*“*Comeg in! Come Inl"
*Come io and bave a drink™

The loterior of the cabin showed that
BIll Tubbs had appareutly Leen.merely
camping out in his new quarters with-
out regard to the decencles. But Drake
was ot squeamish after his long trip
and shared n drink with his bost. A
few words served to put the situation
before him

*There ailo’t po money to pay the
men: the store’s closed; the cook shan-

1id l||1r,‘ Ilg L L e

e rer

be sald

iy alo’t running; Wilkerson is away; |

Dorr hasn’t turpned up with the money

- he pr{:miued. and 'm just kind of sit-

ting on the lid while the pot bolls
I'ra mighty glad to see you. Maybe
you can do something with these fel-
lows. I've done my best. and | ean't
do any more” t

The words were hardly ont of his

' mouth before there was the noise of
' boots on the porch. nod Tubbs smiled

in sickly fashion.

“l1 guess they spotted you right off,”
bhe said. .

“*What do they want?™ demanded
Drake as there. came a pounding oun
the door.

Twoe miners entered. and Tubbs in-
troduced them to Drake.

“This Is the new boss, boys,” bhe said.

“Who sent you here?!" was the first
question asked.

“Wilkerson,” responded Drake

“Humph!"

“I'm Just here to take charge tempo-

- rarily,” Drake went on bastily. pot
| liking the ugly tone of ihe man's

volee,
The other map took thls information

| and after digesting It sald, “Going to
| start up and pay wages?

"I'm mot acquainted with the situa-
“I'n
g0 over things with Mr. Tubbs tonight,

 and thes in the morning I'll see what
, Is to be done™

“The Orst thlag is to give us money
apd food,” was tbe curt answer. The

' men stpmped out, leaving Drake to

)k bbs In some dismay.

The engineer was so relleved at bhav-
ing some one else to bear the bnrden
of respousibility that he refused to be

“Have another drink. partoer,” he
sald famillarly, “and forget It till to-
morrow.”

Twe mwen volupteersd to take old
Vol Ivitie's letirros aod walge the trip.
Viidl mhile your're in Stlegt Valley,”
wrivike sald. Yielding (0o a sodden in-
piraen, “lake. this §20 ald get some
Tul lur the camp.”

“Therew still some locked op in the
ook house,” sald apotber. *It's old
vl vaibe & loukout, so we dido't ex-
actly feel like wmking it”

lirnke tnrued to Tobbs quickly,

“In=tritire the food as far as it will
0" be sld. :

Tulib= louEed suddenly serious. *“I1
pUess you betler leave that to me,” he
suid 1 a low voice., ' “1 kpow where
It ‘will do the mgst good.” He winked
siyly.

L] L] L ] L L ] [ ] L1

Meuntime Jobhn Dorr, Everett and
Tom Kane were spending long hours
in discussing what was to be done to

save the “Master Key” to Ruth. Tom

once more weut over the exact situa-
tion «t the mine and asserted that us-
less prowpt measures were taken not
paly would there be actuval distress,
but likely rioting,

“You know some of the worst ones
hang with Wilkerson,” he d grim-
iy, “and they might at any time take
it into their beads to do a liitle dyna-
miting. Dypamiting s mighty dan-
gergus siuff around several thousand
dollare’- worth of machinery. and if
they blew up the workings there
wouldn’'t be any mine left, you see.”

“1 see,” sald Everett at last. *Not
having the papers, | can’t put this deal
through the way | want to eventually.
But something must be done on the
ﬂl-:"ut-"

“Io the way of money 7' added KEane
harshly.

“I"'recisely,” Everett assented with all
clhieerfulness. “Now |'m going to loan
Jobm Dorr bere $5.000 tbday for the
‘Master Key' mine. ‘I'hen"-—

John shook his bead.
business-like,” he protested.

Everett fixed bhis kEeen eyes on him.
“Any reason why | shouldn't. Joan
money to Miss Ruth Gallon's manager
and guardlan? Any reason why you,
looking after her ioterests. should re-
fuse help in fixing up ber affairs?*

Dorr flushed *1 didn’'t mean it that
way. It seems as If | kind of messed
things up myself, and i-1 thought |
might get "em set right by mysell.”

“You called on me, and I'm the doe-
tor,” sald Everett nuthoritatively. He
pulled ont his wallet and commenced
counting out bills. *l came prepared
for this, for | thought there migbt be
an emergency.”

“But who will take charge of it?
Who will go to the mine?’

The broker laughed at bim.
you, You'd be in a tight in three min-

. utes, specially if Wilkerson turned up. |

Tom Kave is our minn.” He turned on
the old man abroptly.

this money and got"

The old cook stared at the crisp bills |

and then at Dorr. *“1 ain't bandied
paper worth that moch lately,” he re-
marked, “Bot If yon want me to go
in there and feed them people and get

 "em back to work and keep things go-

ing til Jobn can fix things up bere 1'l
go.”

On his way to the mine Harry Wil
kerson's courage, newly fired by a last
conversation witlh Jean Dagpell, com-
menced to ebb. '

Drake and Tobbs received him with
unaffected reliefl. A few words suf-
ficed to make the status of affairs
plaln. Tubbs looked at his superior
with strained aopxiety in bis bleared
eyes. Dull and sodden with liguor as
be was, be understood.perfectly that
everything depended on the next few
days. The engineer had lived in min-
ing camps and on the desert all his
life, and be knew the passions engen-
dered by the arid mountains and the

“T'hat isn't |

(1] Hﬂt |

“Willi you take

“The sooner you let the miners know
and get things settled the hetter.”

Wilkerson licked his dry lips. The
battle was on. He broke the sileuce
Ly saying gruflly, “Call ‘'ems up bere,
Bill!™

Nothicg loath, Tubbs went out on
the porch, and his boarse tones re
swoionded through the little valley. In-
stantly men appeared from doorways,
rfame from a dozen places lo respunse
to that eall,. And women, clutching
their children, peered out v see what
was in the alr.

When the men were gathered before
him Wilkerson stepped forward and’

commenced to speak. He could uut

 break their snilen silence, and, alter a

few words of generalities, e mustered
bis courage and shouted: “1 am the
owper of this mine! 1 bave the deeds
right bere!” . '

The effect of this was far other than
he had expected. Nota murmur came
from the still, motionless throng. It
was as If they had pot bheard bim., Ilp
a lower tone he repeated it, 1 am the
owner of the ‘Master Key' mine and ull
that goes with 1™ f

He beld up the papers, and Bill
Tubbs looked at them and gravely nod-
ded his bead. as much as to say that
be bad inspected them and could vouch
for their authenticity. Still no sound
from the miners,

There is a quality in the silence of
the crowd of earnest men that is more
questioning than any word could be
The men who bad worked and tolled
for old Tom Gallon, who had been de
ceived and baifled, who bad bad their
loyalty tested to the utmost, now de-
manded through thelr lmperious si-
lence that Wilkerson open up his mind
to them. If be was indeed the owper
of the “Master Eey,” what 4id be in-
tend to do?

“You'd better say some more quick-
I¥,” warned Drake in a low tone. And
Wilkerson, completely bewlldered, set
the match to the powder. He stepped
forward with as ugly a loak as be
could assume apnd cried, “Now tell me
what youo want?

lostantly the air was filled
roars of rage und disappointment

Fifteen winutes later Harry Wilker

w'th

son was sweuling within the cabin. |
| The Old Cook Offered to Fight Him on |

With a shaking band be poured him-
self out a tumbler of Tubbs' whisky.
He had promised the miners’ back pay,

- steady work, full wages and food. He

must make good, and be did not know
bhow,

*Tubbs.,” be sald sharply, *you must
find out what men we can trust. Hay
nothing. but get all the information
yoo can. I'll make it worth the while
of the men who'll stick by me.”

Again the engineer chuckled fatuous-
ly. *“They'll all stick by ye,” be sald
sagely, “s'long as ye pay 'em llke youn
gnld ye would.”

it was |ate imr the afternoon when
Tom Kane appeared oo the wail wag-
on. The driver had already Informed
him of bhow affnirs were going, nnd
the cook wasted no time. He climbed
down from the high seat, jerked bhis
battered case out of the wagon sand
made straight for his shanty. Within
five mioutes he had divested blmselr
of hia bluck clothes and donned h's
official overalls and apron. Then be

appenred on the porch ns calm and vn- !

™

concerned as though he had not
away.

in no time at all a couple of dozen
miners had gathered to shake bands
and swap news, Naturallf thelr big-
gest item was Wilkerson's proclama-
tion of ownership.

At this Tom Kane laughed scorn- |

fully. He derided the papers, ridiculed

the miners for being fools easily taken |
in and stated In set terms that be, |

Tom Kane, actually beld the place of
autbority.

This soon came to Wilkerson's ears,
and be burried down the hill to stop

. what he knew to be a daugerous seces-

Elon. Instantly the old cook locked

2

:

Kane gituced at bl curousty, He
undersivod thar waruinog wol te frigot-
eun Ruth apd went on airity, "Ou, 1
reckon Ju=l as souvu s W iKerson R |
Toble wenued from (hat butUe of bis™

But wben Ruth had gooe to her vwn
roolus the cook wasted we 'words o
sinouvibing things over.

“You've gut te act and™met gquick,™
lie told John avd Everett. =it siu't
the time for foollng. ‘lvmicht may do
the business, for those JI::;-.I.n*:ln-tr\Hru
impatient. Remember thar Wilkerson
Las the kevs 10 the powder bouse, and
be has all kinds of chauce tv a5 Lis
traps.” ;

“1 don't think bhe expected us so
roon,” John remarked

“A good cook miways has grub for
people that drop in unexpected like,”
wans the grim response. “Just take &
peek down there now." .

Through the window John saw that
the camp was guietly but surely oi-
viding Intb two parties.
iminers were gnthered avout the couk
shapty. Around the otlire stoad o
dozen or s0 malcontents halt’ drunk,

_ander the leadership of Tubbs, who |

Any Terms.

was. wholly druuk. nnd on the porch
talking to Wilkersun were a couple of

' Mexicans
“1t loocks nw I they meanitl o rish
lle |

the camp.” Dorr sald thowghtfaliy,
prn-eeeded o arm hin=elf, ang KeersLt
quletly followed suit

“T'm goiug to talk to the buys fHrst.™
sald Dorr. He jeft the bungniow und
strode off down the hill, followed Ly
the cook. A gun war firedd up vy the
mine tunnel moutl.

“*That's a wlgoal that the Mexzlcans
are making trouble” Kane shontwl;
“Look oat for dynamite lu the shafl,
Jobn!" -

Without a word further Dart tenped
down from the porvh of the cook shap-
ty and started up the hill, fotlowed oy
a dozen faithful suppuriers, Oither
shota were fred. Wilkerson sppwenred
at the tupuel wiocuth nopd then vankshed
fuside. John sprang apon the trestle
and rushed after hlm

Instantly & band of Mexlecane mate
rlalized bhalfway down the hill, Bred &
few shots aod retroaled John paid oo
nttention to them. it kept on

Once within the tiunel hie “saw a
faint gleam of lght abead of b, e
understood that Kane was rigtin., Wil
kerson was playving s despernte guime
in blowing up the <hafl apd then 10
the ensning confusisr Allowing the
bandits to louvt undisiurhed.

A few gards further on John stapgwed.
A dark figure rushed by Him towand
the open alr.  Dut the ihtle glow of
light remained. VFor n wonent 1wt
hesitated ; then he lonped farsurd sud
began trring to estinguish a Jighied

, Tuse.

He bad almost =surveelldd when &

: bullet whizzed by him; then s second
| spatte
 torped and fred blindly in the diree-
| tlon of the shots pud resumed Wis 1ask.
' The fuse was shart. bot he suwecerded

on the rw'k overiwend, [le

in exdnguishing it and started lmek,
He met s fusilinde of bullets. Ile

- dashed_on townrd the mouth of the

At The |
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Used “Fruit-a-tives” With The

GEORGE McHAY Faa.

Kirren, ONT., June 17th, 1913.

“1 have been using “‘Fruit-a-tives"

as a family remedy for many years,

They are the best medicine 1 have

ever tried. “'Fruit-a-tives' do me the

most good—they never gripe and their
aclion is pleasant.

“I have used them for Indigestion

and Constipation with the best results,

and [ heartily recommend thewm (o

apyme similarly afflicted.
Theset rn}”?a haveleft me complete

Iy and I givé *{Fruit-a-tives'’ full credit
for all - this.” A npicer pill a man

cannol take."
GEORGCRE McEAY.

The enormous demand for *Fruit-a-
tives' is steadily increasing, due to the
Fict that this wonderful fruit medicine
pives prompt reliefl in all cases of
ludigestion, Constipation, Sour
Stomach, Rheumatism, Chronie,
lHeadaches, and Neuralgia, and all
Kidney and Rladder Troubles,

e « box, § for $_"5{l, trial aize 20c,
Sold by all dealers or sent on receipt of
prive bww Fruit+-tives Limited, Ottawa,
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ANNOUNCEMENT !!

The spring season for lad-
ies' tailoring has arvived., [
am belter prepared than ever
before to  give perfect satis.
faction to my customers. Low-
est prices obtainable.

L. WINSTIN.

159 Wellington St.
FIHOAE 93

T T iy, e, e

The Pink of Health

I8 every woman’s - right;
but __many are troubled
with sallow complexions,
headaches, backaches, low
spirits—until they learn that
sure relief may found in

FILLSTS

Dire_jioms of Special Valne 1o W,
el ayvbete. b e . Seny Bam,

s, iy i
- --—.
i
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- Bulk Oysters,
Finnan  Haddies
Kippered  Herrings
Dominion Fish Co.

PHONE 820, 3
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3AD OPERATION
AVOIDED

By Timely Use of Lydia E
Pinkham’s Vegetable

Compound.

., Cursed her under his breath. She had
A alwayvs been waiting—waiting for him
. 0 break the law, to suffer that she
- might bave comforts and jewels and

]

a5t

' mew nnd startling te tell you,” Everett
. told Ruth In answer to her gnestion.
- "1 know a dozen places where | can

. ralse the moupey to linance your mine,
. keep unimpaired that beauty that bad | Lyt we must have the deeds, pupers

'-'.I ~ been Lls dowufull. Bat the spell work- |
T e aw Tt had worked before. | and_surveys first. . Aud thes're gove, |

g

| tannel and soddenly emerced on Wil
kerson. who, not being able 10 see into
the murk of the shafl, was tiring blind.
Iy inte the opening.

With a shout John lenped for the
man whom be now Enew o be sesking
his life. Before Wilker=on conld fire
" another shot be wam caught In a
. mighty embracg nud then begnn a
' short pharp struggle high o the air.
- Jobm Dere for the tirst thve in his
' life knew the sbsolute awd terrilie.
' chirst Tor killing that soivetlies comes
to a man. It was elther hizs Hfe or
Wilkerson's. Aod ne one should o
terfere with his revenge. He 1threw
' himself on the mao with but one ob-
Ject o vlew—to slny bim bare banded.

Wilkerson fought tigerishly, and for
' bad the advaninge. The
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“I guess that'll fix ‘emi”

{
!

:
g
:
:
:

i
l

i

et~ “Ill bave to go out and hn;ll-lfl:-lwﬁ*-llnﬁ'rn

SR . ] plled hitterly. “1
',E_,_“lll deeds,” he snld Inborfously. 1 | WhHkerson bas them. | ?3
... Wmay bave to look up some mm%mu bis trail long age.” = ¢
100, about these pupers | Everett glanced ut Ruth and saw the
- disvonregement on her faces e went
- quickly vn: “However, I've made tem:
: | porary arrpogements which will re
| Heve yon of uli trouble for the present.
I’ 1nlk over the business
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