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CHAPTER XLVII.
Ths Last Warning.

In the chill, viglet-shadoved dask
Of that clear evenlng, a chapfallen
motor car crept sluggishly into the
littde mountain town of Mesquite at
the heels of two mutinous mules, driv-
en by a chaufeur who steered with
one haond while the cther fourished
& erackling whiplash over the backs
of 1ts gole motive powmer

Its one paseenger, a cripple as halp-
leza as thie car ltself, huddled in a
¢orner of the rear seat, saluted Mes-
quite with a snarl. Though he was In

sore pneed of such rude comforts am |

the town eteod prepared to afford him,
his deweanor towdard it was that of
one who suflers an indignity rather
than begs accommodation,

And now, as the car crawled to a
pause before the Mountain house—
Mepqui*n's one caravauseral—and
Mesquite Itself, to the last flea-Bbitten
hound, gathered round to view this
wonder, Mr. Troe's indigpation and
chagrin distilled worde of puisonous
{m port

Far from resenting this, Mesqguite,
Pipe in mouth, hands In pockets, ad-
mired and applauded, and rather re-
#énted  the change that befell when
two pther strangers ( whoee earller ap-
pearance in town had helped mak-
that one day memorable beyond all
others in Mesquite's historv) charged

ripted the elder devil with ecries of
gredting aud fublilation.

The leader of theso answeéred (o the
name of Marrophat: his companion
War a person named Jimmy. Men-
quilte acquired this information
through paying close attention to the
sub.tance of their eommunications
with the eripple.
ever, it learned- litle. sHomething
aeemed to have been accomplished by
the two, something that was lLighly
gratifying to Beneca Triue: for he was
chpckling almost mirthfully when
lifted from the car and carried futo
the hotel.

What passed between the trio after
they disappeared beliind that bed-
chamber door Mesguite could by no
means guess. But that a celébration
of some sort ‘Wiis 'In progress was evi-
denced by 'the frequency with which
Marrophat” d#hd Jimmy called on the
bar for more Hgwld refreshmoent.

And towsrd midalght one belated
Mesquito patised In the street outside
the Moumisin House for one last curi-
ous stare at.the. Hghted windows of

Mr. Trine's quarters.

He saw, clearly silhouetted ggainst
the wlowing obleng of the window, the

Mephistophélean: profile of Beneea |’

Trine, distorted with a grimace of the
cruelest joy  ihat ever heart of man
coneeived. He sax Marrophat -
preach hif waster with a drunken
swagger apd & gpesch which, though
Indistinguishable to the unseen au-
ditor, unquestionably aforded bolh of

i_,jh other men ‘ample excuse for ec

static glee Toward its conclusion
Mr. Marrophat apparently capped the
peak of jubilation by fumbling in his
coat pocket and brivging forth some-
thing which strongly resembled a sin-
gle playing curd.

Now when he had countrived to
master his mirth, the eripple made a
geature which eloguently abolished
this card, n gesture which said quite
“All that is finished. The
thing has served He purpose! To
hell with it'”

Whereupon, with a smart jerk of his
wrist, Mr. Ma it sent the card
spinning and sailing out through the
open window to I'nuth in the night.

The watcher didn't see it fall, and
though he spent mm unconsclionable

- time searching for ft In the deep dust

i
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It Was a Trey of Hearts.

of the roadway, he went his way in the
ond with curipeity upsated: Fate had

mmﬂu i where it had

t lay
fallen, face upward, not o dozen feet
until lmu_m dawned on

: in the clear light of that dawn

THE TREY 0

More than this, how- |

A blast of blasphemy.

‘a8 It surmounted .
long wpgrade, looked back and dis-
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CHAPTER XLVIHI,

Full Flight.

“Ob, what can it wean’” Ross whis |

pered brokealy, ciinging to her lovers
arm. “Surety yvu don't think
surely, it most be accidental-@
Surely it can't tmean- :

"I'm afraid it does,” Alan Law re-

*ponded gravely, eyeing the front of
“Our luck holds |
| declivis
forest

Jimmy | latie

the Mountain honse.
consintentlv—that's all It
be us if we didn"t pick out the one
place where Marrophat
chose to stop over night. Fortunate-
¥, It's early; 1 doubt thev're up
With half a show. we ought to be able

wouidn ¢

nned

t0 find some way of putting a good

dirtance between us and this town
before they waken Tom!"™

F——— e — e T——
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But Mr. Barcue was already at hins

ol
olbow, In thorough sympathy with |

Alan's Interpretation 'of the signif-
cance to be attached to the card that
trembled In Rose's hand..

"Sharp's the word!" he agreed.
“And there's a motor car over there
in front of the hlackamiti's Prol-
ably we can hire her—"

“Trine’s car!™ Alan ejaculated. |
swinging round and recoguizing the
attomobile at a glance. “Then he's
here, as well!”

“Looks like It,” Barcus admitted.

“But s0o much the better. We'll just
naturally take the darn® thing off his

, hande, and 111 -bet a dollar there isn't
out of tha Mountain house and inter- |

another car within a radius of fifty
milesa! “We'll be well out of these

| giddy mountains long before he finds

anything to chase ua with.”

But his confidence wus demon-
sirated to be premature by the djs-
covery, which rewarded the first cur
50TY examination, that the car was
veéry thoroughly out of commission.

Two winutes later, however, thelr
earnest inquiries elicited the fact
that, although Bareus was justified in
his surmise that the neighboring
country was poverty-stricken in re-
speet of motor cars, Meaquite iteelf
boasted two motoreycles whose own-
éra were pot indifferent to a chance
to @ell them second-hand at a con-

siderable advance on, the tetail list
price of the machines; when new.

And thus it was that, within ten
rminutes from Rose’s discovery of that
chance-flurig warning in the dust, the
parly was again o rapid motion.

His beauly sleep disturbed by the
departure of the machine bearing
Barcus and Judith, Sepeca Trine
ronged on an «lbow and looked out of
the window just in time to see the
second motoreyele gathering momen-
tum, Alan steering, Rose fu the ssat
behipd. :

Sixty seconds later a flaunting ban-
ner of dust was all that remained to
remind Mesquite that romance had
pasged that way—that and a reries
of pasalomate eereames  emenating
from the hedehamber 6f - Senaca
Trive, where the eripple lay pomsess
sed by saven devils of fnsensate Tage.

His screams brought attendande:
but It was a matter of many precious
minutes before his demands gonid be
met and Marrophat and Jimniy roused
from their erapnlous slumbers in ad-
joining chambers; and half an hour
eiapsed before the chauffenr, roused
from his own well-earned rest, suc-
ceeded In convincing the pair that
pursuit with the motor eir was out
of ‘he question.

But the devil takea care of his own:
within another half hour what seemed
to -be pheer, bull-headed, dumb luck
brought a casual astomobile to Aes-
quite—a two-seated, high-power
racing machine of the latest and
speediest pattern, driven by two irre-
sponsible wayfarers who proved ogly
too susceptible to Marrophat's offer of
doubla the cost of the ecar—!. o. b.
Detroit—for its immediate surrender.

The {wo plled out promptly enough:
Marrophat and Jisamy jumped in;
Trine from his bedroom window sped
them on their mMurdeérous mission with

when Alan, checking his motorevele
the summit of a

eoversd, several miles distant on the
farflung wind'ngs of the mountaln
read. a small crimson shape that ran
like a mad thing tirelessly pursued

hy a cloud of tawny dust like a gold-

en ghost,

A motor car, beyond all question,
and one of uncommon road-devouring
quality: It or might not con
In pursuit, Whether or not. bitter
experience had Jong since educated
Alan in the gentle art of taking no
chances. '

Though it was his life that they

~ tesgrved that card-for & higher Pur | fnclude

.r-?ri%ii. .:
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ed mountaingide the motorescle svwept | delan

iiXe a hunted hare. and wWithout Lha
lrast warning came upon Barcus sud
Jindith, dismounted. bending
aver bis qyele and tinkering with it
metor

For one horripllating instant colli
=on seemed upaveoldable. Barens a:.d
Judith and the motoreycle occujie |
most of the width of the moad: theoya
was litle ngom between tHein and th
, 1688 betwios n them sl RL
1o iry to pass therm on ths
Blae wWopld be only to dash his
braine out ugﬂnhj the treee: while 10
Niake the attempt on the outside woi
he to risk leavine the road altogetlior
and dashing off Into space :

And It was impossible to stop 1h.
cicle—s0 brief all his
In desperation Alan chose the out
of the road; and for tl space ¢f 2
gingle heartbeoat thought that he mis st
poesibly make it, but with the pe:i
realized that he would not-—pgeejnz 11
front wheel swine off over
the slope.

At this he acted
sneer Inatinet AR
roed altogether he risked a broken
knee by reloasing hLia grasp of b
Landlebars and stralghtening out his
eg and . driving it _down  foreibls
against the roadbed. The effect of ihis
Waa to lift him bodily from the sad-

Barcus

van

wWarni

5 5 i
the lip of

ind upon
left the

sharpl

the evele

'die: the machine shot froma benealh

bim ke some strance projectila
burled from the bore of a great gun,
and Rose crashed against hini in the
same fraction of a secon

Headlong they plunged as one down
the hillside, wtruck its shelving sur-
face a good twen.s feet from the brink

The racing car wan barsiy oul
uf sight when he aprang Irom 1he
slie'tering Judith at Lis
hecls. pelted I::-mjlaug down the siope
"0 the spol where the others had vun-
ishe]

To find thein not omiv. alive
practically unscathed affected
toyal soul almosi 1o tears

Hut when ceogratolations had Leen
mutuzlly exchanged, there fell au
awhward pauvse. The eves of e fou
SV ght anothier's ruefully, cach
2T qQuicek with vae uomitered bul ig-
exeramie inguiry: What next®

'm the outcome, it was Mr. Bareas
who advanced the suggestion which
vvas adopted—thouzh thig was its re
ceplion more through lack of a better
thau for any- mciual appeal intrinsle
n the proposition

“"When we breke down, 1 saw.” he
venlured, with a baekward jerk of
his thumb to indicate the road, “a can-
vor Lranching off from this one abou!
a4 qarter of a iuil» over yonder. If it'a
ail the same to vou people, " we might
iroll rownd that way and are what its
natural attractions mav be—il agnv.
Dut it's sure @ mighty poor sort of a
cantaon Lhat doesn’t lead anvwlere—
and neothing could posaibly be more
fatiguing to aur merforial and rest.
iess tempers than 1o squat down here
and fold our hands In onur laps and
dait for something to turn 1 p—=and
ALY WA worege off than we
arr—mnlLd-

"Sufficient®™ Alr.
mith a Llieak smile.

Crooking a deéferentia) arm, Barcus
offered it to Judith

“Everything 12Movelr in the fornig)

Iirea and

in
thni

Ghne

W AL be

Law Interrepted |

Trine Was Lifted From the Car and Carried Into the Hotel.

ot the road, and fiving apart tumbleq
Loeir gaparate ways down the re-
mainder of the drop and -into the
Iriendly sheiter of the underbrash.

Bomething nearly miraculous saved
them whole.' 'Beyond a few seratches
and bruises and a severe ehaking np,
they escaped unharmed. And they
were picking themselves up and re-
gaining their breath and re-collecting
weir scatiered witea when, with im-
petus no less terriffic than their own
kad Been, fhe pursuing metor car
#Wung round the bend and hurled. it
self directly at the two who remalhed
upon the road above.

C

mmﬂmutm :
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" Sacrifice.

But Tom Barcus hadn't failed to
profit by the warning implicit in Alan's
accident.

Alan, he told himsell shrewilly,
would never have run his cycle at so

foolbardy a2 pace without good rea-]

son; and under the clroumstances good
Teason was synonymous solely with
pursuit. !

He was therefore on the alert, quick
10 _see the racing automobile when it
came hurtling round the bend, and in

the very nick of time grasped Judith's

hopeless tangle of |

ered tubing and twisted wire.
first
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garden,” he insisted—“so sweetlr ro.
mantic. Are vou game for an idle
saunter, juet to while the idle hou:s
away?

The woman found apirit enough for
* "wan smile as she tucked her hand
gratefully bemeath hiz arm.

"You're-the cheerfulest soul I ever
met,” she sald demurely. “What I'm
Eoing to do without you when—if ever
—Wwe get out of this awful business.
goodness only knows.”

“Let's talk something else,” he
suggested hasgly.

“Unless, of conrse,”. she -pursued
with unbroken . gravity, *I Marry
you. o b

fervently, “forfend!" _

“That is hardly gallant-—"

‘I mean—heaven forfend that you
should throw yourself away!”

“Humph!” she mused. “Perhaps
you're right.” :

Their banter was not without =
subtle object, namely, to reassure the
girl who followed, supported by her
lover's arm. . ;

In the course of the last 24 Ilnurl!
Rose's jealousy of her slster's pew-
foubd friendlinese wiith A hat
become  acutely evident The least

apd agaiu demanded that he show
Judith or seem a boor, was enough
o clowd the countenance of Alan's
betrothed. :

of |

felt

be. accorded her and quicklyr, and
that the sacrifice it should demand
would be complete. . .

. NOW prayers ‘are sometimes ap-
swered when the boon craved is good
for the soul. . ., .

Slowly and painiully these four
toiled along an obscure trail that fol-
lowed the windings of the little river,
until a branch struck inte the main
siream and so discovered to them yet
another trail leading into the west.
warg canyon, )

Then. again slowly and painfuily
they plodded on following blindly ap-
other trail blazed by Fates as blind as
they,

Above them, on the road they had
abandoned, the erimson racer doubled
back to the point where it had passed
Judith and Barcus; Its occupants de-
Ecended, explored, and came present-
I¥ upon the trail of the fugitives.

Bloodhounds could not bave set-
tied down upon a seent with more
good will and eagerness than Mr. Mar-
rophat and his falthful aide.

1be sun was high and blazing abeve
the canyonm when the pursuit came
within rifle shot of the chase

A spiteful shot roused the gquar
tet frem a pauss of lethargic dismay
due to tardy appreciation of the fact
ihat they b&d penetrated witiessly al
inost o the end of a blind alley.

A basly council of war armed Alan
with Judith's revolver and posted him
belind a howlder commanding the ap
Yroaches to the chasm. The weapon,
a powerful 45, had a range sufficient
¢ numb the impetuosity of the as-
#assins and keep them under cover
aud out of eight of the desperate es-

AY8 were making to
COmpass au escape.

Far in the shed brhind an abandoned

the .Magitives

¢ 'og cabin—souvenir, no doubl. of some

torgotlen prospector—Barcus had un-
earthed a length of 3tgut hempen rope

With the aid of a rusty shovel he
had backed (bis into twoe aqual lengths

One of these lengths he proceeded Lo

make fast around his own waist, they
around Rose's. The other he left to
be similarly emploved by Alan and
Judith. For it was agreed that they
must climb, and while the eliff ofered
no problem to daunt a mountain climb-
er of any pretensions, it was conaid-
ered best that the fugitives should be
hitched vp in pairs against any pos-
sibility of a slip. The pairing had
been determined by the fact that
Barcus Loasted some slight experience
in mountaineering, while Rose was
plainly the most exhageted of the two
women, the least able to help Lierself
in an emergency.

. He had worked hip ceutlons way.
with the girl In tow, to a point mid.
Way up the face of the i, following
a long diagonal that provided the eas-
lest -climbing, when Alen &tole back
to Judith' and reportpd that om the
evidence of observatiogn and belief, he
wns convinced that the pursuit bhad
torned back-—perhaps for want of am-
munition, perhaps to execute some
less hazardous attempt upon the lives
of the fugitives.

Without delay, then, he made the
froe end of the rope fast aroumd his
own walst, and, following the way Bar-
cus had chosen, began the ascent.

Twothirds of the e¢limb had been
accomplished, and Rose and Barcus
had arrived in safety at the top, be-
fors the temptation to look down
proved Irresistible.

Immediately beneath his heels the
face of the clif was deeply hollowed
out, leaving a drop of 50 feet to a
shelving ledge of shale as steep as a
roof, whose eaves—perhaps another
fifty. feet below—jutted out over an-
other fall of a hundred feet,

Alan shnddered and gwalloweqd hard
before resuming the asecent.

Another 20 feet brought him to
a ledge quite six feet wide, offering a
broad and easy path (o the summil.
He gained this with a prayer of heart-

eli
eliig to his feet when a ery of horror
from Barcus and a scream of terror
from Rose, watching over the upper
edge, warned him barely in time to

enable hini to smateh at and grasif a |

knob of rock before Judith's weight
tantened the rope between them and
Jerked Alan’s legs from under him.

His feet and legs kicked the empiy
air. beyond the lip of the ledge, he
lay face downward, clutching desper-
ately the knob of rock, praying that it
might not come away in his grasp,
that his grasp might hold, that 8
might arrive in time to savf them
both. The rope was cutting into his
waist like & dull knife.

feel her swinging like a pendulum at

Of This Story At Tk i
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. about preparations to effect her ras.

ang_wag on the ngipt afl

| the camp the hydranlic nozzle was in

N

Judith had eomehow escaped tm'm:F
precipitated over the eaves of the|
ghale roof roused him and gave him

nerve enough to resume the climb.

It was true, when he found eourage
to look and see for himself: she lay
within three yarde ol the brink su-
pine, her face uplifted to the sun, un-
stirring; she dared mot stir; 'a single

His Screams Brought Attendance.

movement was - calculated 1o set the
shale bed again In motion.

Painfully he realized that if, as Bar
cus asserted, she had deliberately eut
the rope herself, Judith had offered|
up her life to spare his own,

CHAPTER L.

Retribution,

And yet the very conscioushess of
the girl's danger was all the stimy-
laut that Alan needed to recsll him to
bhimse!f

Unce arrived with Barcus at the top
of the cliff, he lost no time in setting

gy

cue.

In this business Fortune smiled upuy
him, as it were, by predispogition.

A broad roadway ran along the top
of the précipice, turning off at a
little distance to the right, to descend
the mountainside. And just beyond
this turning Providence had chosen
to locate the camp of-abydraulic min-
ing -outfit, 3 i

Alan's appearafice at the top, iIn
fact, was coincident with the arrival
at that point of half a dozeén exelted
‘miners; and be had no more than
voiced his demands than three of their
number were hastening back to the
camp to procute rope and more hands.

Within five minutes” Alan, sgainst
the protests of Rose and Barcus, was
being lowered over the edge and down
to the shale roof on. which he lapd-
ed at n #pot far lo one side of Judith,
to escppe all danger of sending a soc-
ond landslide down upon her,

Picking his way carefully down to
the very brink, Alan edged along this,
more than once saved a fall to death
only by the rope, until ke stood im-
mediately below Judith. :

Then puusing, he instructed her
carefully, tosged the end of the ropel
jnto "her hands, and when she had
wound it twice round her arm, crept
up to her side and helped her make it
fast about her body.

His signal to:-the miners that all
was well educed prompt respouse,
There was a giddy Interval in whieh
the two swung perilously beiween
heaven and earth, Then they stood
once more in safety,

Supported by sympathetic hands,

16 ouariet g
their story, as condensged by Barcus
and breathlesaly confirmed by Alan,
already winning- them. enthusiastie
champions,

And this wasz verr well for them.
For they had wo more than seated
themselves and begun to appreciate
what perila they had escaped, when
the rumble of & motor ear sounded be-
yond the shoulder of the hill

Startled by this alarm once more
into full command of his flagging fac-
uities, -Alan- rose and stumbled out
into the roadway, taking cognizance
of such facilities for defense as the
camp aflorded and issuing instructions
.With ‘a voice vibrant with fear, not
for hi= own safety, but for the safety
of those whom he laved. -

Not far from the point where the
road swung from the cliff to thread

e )
WHOLE FAMILY
USES THEN

“Fruit-a-lves” Keaps Young And DI
In Splendid

Ll——_.—-._ . .
4. W. HAMMOND £3o.
SCOTLAND, ONT., Aug, 23th, 1913

“Fruit-a-tives™ are. the only pill
manufactured, to my way of thinking,
They work completely, no iping
whatever, and one is plenty for any
ordinary person at a dose. My wife
wasa martyrto Constipation, Wetried
everything on the calendar without
satisfaction, and spent large sums of
money until we happened on * Pruit.
a-tives'. I canuot say too much in
their lavor, '

We have used them in the family for
about two years and we would not use
anything else as long as we can gel
“Fruit-a-tives'’,

Their action is mild, and no distress
at all. T have recommended them to
many other WPIE. and our whole
family uses them®,

J. W, HAMMOND,
Those who have been cured by ** Fruit-
a-tives”’ are proud and happy to teil a
sick or ailing friend about these won-.
derful tablets made from fruit Juices,
ue, a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size %5¢.
Atalldealers orsent on receipt of price
Ly Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.
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OUR FERESH GROUND OOF-
FEE AT 40¢c. CAN'T BE BEAT.
Try a wample order and be
convinced.
NOLAN'S GROCERY
Princess St
Phone 720, Frompt Dellyery
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The Glow of Perfect Health
may yet be yours !

N{‘.I matter how weakened

your 1.1-'14'..H|.ll..ﬂ"l. b E-i.h.'k—
ness, overwork, menlal struin

E-—_ or other causes, if there
1 B

is 1o orgaiic discase, the
tonie and strengthening effect
PORT

af PURITAN ALID’
WINE chnnot it to Ll

ood. [t i recoguized and en-

i'll-hl Fleading medical men
evarvwhgre, It improves
the apnetite, h]-i::u.-
Lon, soothos the vea
and lonen up the entire
wrstemn, bringipy back th
rony e of uhrm'r.h e iy v i
in viwira 1w mhit,
“I'In.' I.ll'rn-it per
bottle. Order
Lo=da y. =1
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STAND ON FEET

Mrs. Baler So Weak—Could
Nat Do Her Work—Found
Relief_ In Novel Way.

Adrian, Micll, — ** I suffered
with female and backache mﬂ
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action, its terrific forece of water melt.
ing the mountaineide away ton by ton.

Toward this Barcus ran at tep speed,
gaining the man in charge of the poz-
gle just as the car swoang round the
bend.

Pausing culy loug enough 10 make
certain that there coild be ne mis
take—and having this certainty made
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