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CHAPTER XXXVI.

Detail.

Afross the plain purple shadows
Weére sweeping, close-ranked, like som
Vasl dark army invading the land
pouring on over the rampart of moun
iains In the sant. 3

Withia the rim of hille that ringed |
the plain like the chipped and broken :

Bange of & titanle saucer silence
brooded and wsolitude beld eway

dwarfing the fown of Detsll that o
cupied the approximate middle of ihe
sagebrush waate, to proportions even

less wignitieant than might be inferred |

from the eandor of its christening.

WA platlarm, aslding. & water tank, & |

Wells- Fargo office gnd a telegraph and
ticket office, backed bv three rough
fraibe huildings: that i Detall item-
ized completely

Shortly after nightfall the steel rib- |
bons of the Santa Fe began to hum. A |
heéadlight peered suspiciouely round & |

shoulder of the eastern range. took

Wrapped in peace, and trudged stolid. ! volve
Detall, the engine. whmp!
&¥e Il was pullilng after it & siring of |

Iy toward
freight cars, both flat and box.

Al Detall the train paused
erew “plighted and engaged in
mated urgument. Detall gathered that
the excitement was due to the unae-
countable disappearance of the ca-
boos#; none seemed to have any no
tion a® to how It ecould have broken
loose; yet missing it conspicucnsly
WaE,

In the pause that followed., while a
report was ‘elegraphed to headquar-

Its

ters and Instructions returned to pro- |
ceed without delay, one of the train- |

men spied & boyish figure lurking in

the open door of an empty box car. |
Cunningly boarding this car from the :
canght |

apposite side, the tralnman
the skulker unawares and booted him
vaingloriously into the night.

As the figure alighted and took to |
Ite heels, losing Itsell in the darkness, |

It uttered a cry of pained surprise and |
| In partleaiar--ouly

protest which drew & wrinkle of as

Llonlshment between the brows of Ihl-l

irainman,

“Bounded llke a woman's volee” he
mused; then dismisged the suggestion
a8 obviously absurd,

It was not, . . -

Shortly after the freight traln had
Bone on its way—before, indeed, the
slimmer of its rear lighte had been
lost among the western hills—a sec-
ond headlight appeared in the east
awept swiftly across the plain and in
turn stopped at Detail.

The second proved
to bé a locomotive drawing a single
car—a Pullman.

Hardly -had it run past the switeh, :

however, when the brakeman dropped
down, ran quickly back to the switeh
and threw it open. __

Promptly the traln backed on to the

As the Pullman folted across the
froga the brakeman, Interposing him.
sall between it and the tender, re-
come full stop on the siding, the
' Ve was . awinging westward
scared jackrabbit—though ne

such milk-and-watery characterizatinn |

traito

to one who occupled a corner of |

the drawing room: a man wrapped in
‘& Steamer rug and a cloud of fury.
Now :when he had drained the
- it-Joft-clear and effervescent
well of viralent humog: the wrath of

the valetudinarian began to vent itselt
upon the hapless heads of the tric who
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the time that the Pullman had*®
o a

my man!" Judith

tzEen all that trouble
loose In the middle of that
esile al "the riek of my lile—voun
an’'t have the nerve to go through
ithithe business!” '
We went through with it all rignt”
repiled Marrophat  defensivel; Lot
sual, they were too quick for us.
Phey Jumped out and dropped off the
treetle before our engine hit the ca
We smashed that to klodling
cod-—but they gt away jost In time
And by the thne
wi llad stopped and calmed down the
il 1B — hl-.'il, it was dark and
way of l'l“llll'lﬁ which way they had
" \
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he girl started to speak, but merely
oyed Himp hands at her sides and
rolled her eves helplessly.

tire

We do onr best,” Marrophat ob- |

SOV ed "We camn't be blamed if
comething — somehow — always hap-
pens o tip the others off.”

Ihe girl swung to face him with
blazing eves. “Just what does that
she demanded In a dangerous

Marrophat. lifted his shoulders.
“Nothing—mueh,” he allowed | am
only thinking hew gtrange it & that
Mr. Law can't be caught by any sort
0l stratagem—when you areé on the job,
Ming .IT1F|_H?I'!"LL; -

The girl's hands were clenched Into

flets, white knuckles showing through |

the flesh. “You contemptible puppy!’
8Ne snapped. . s
Uut on this hér volce fallad : for her

| 1¥es traveled past the person of Mr.
viarrophat to the doorway of the draw- |

room and found |t

r-y_
anger,
FExcuse me, friends,” hie offarad in
a lazy, semi-humorous drawl i pains
me consigerable to buit In on this
happy family gathering, but business
s businres, samé as usual, and | Pl
to 88l you-all to please put up your
hands!'"”

What do you want?” the invalid de-
i nded

“Why," drawled the bandjr, "nolhing
your cash. Shall
aut, It you please~—gents all and the
lady, too.” He ran- an appreciative
glanee down the figure which Judith's
disgulse revealed . rather than con-

w-n.’tn!j, “If you'll pardon my takin’
b L -

IFAMINE &

1
I 1

—————— - -

Marrophat at Her Eibow te -lﬁ Her nrn.

notice,” he amended. “Perbaps 1
wouldn't if the lady’s clothes didat At
her so all-fired quick!”

"Keep & eivil tongue In your head,

At the same time her father's
brought her to her penses.
JJudith! Be quiet. Let me " deal
With this geotleman. I am sure we
tan come (o some arrangement.’

“You bet yourdife,” agreed the gen-
tleman as the girl mutinously stepped
back. “1 know what I want, and you-
all know you got it: so the name of
the said arrangement 12 just ‘shell
ﬂut.. 1]

“One minute,” -the invalid inter-
posed. “Don't misunderstand me: |
guarantee you shall be amply satise

volce

fied. | give you my word—the word | rophat at bher: elbow to. egg her on

of Seneca Trine™

The veyes of the bandit widened:
“No? Is that so? Seneta Trine. the
railroad king? Sure's vou're born

_ | you're him:: I've seen your pictupe

in thtlpgm
now, - it .
hense to this pair
Tuwﬂthhﬂhh-mmlhm
handsome—" . ;

dozen times. Well,
1'd drawa a full

 #d. whirling round.

counseled, without | could not be t ol
T —— nE ot his Infatuation

|

of déuces, don't it* ]

| car."
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the olher, “and a paper saying wvou'll

pay me nineteen thousand more in ex-

|

change for it and one dead man, prop- |

erly identified as the one you want—
vigned by you—and your man's as
#00d a8 dead this minute, providing
hes In riding distance of this here

“(ilve me a.thousand on account,” sald ]

night, the girl maneuvered her horge
'n the mide of Hopi Jim, and then
dropred back, permitting Marrophat
to lead the way with Texas,

As deliberately she set herself to
work upon the bandit's susceptibility
to her charms. .

Within sn hour she had him ready

‘rine waved his hand at bis secre-
tary. “Jimmy, find a tiousand dollars
[ Eentleman. Make oul

indicatea for ~the halance,
and I'l sign it

AImt yop. powerful trusiful  Mr.
Trine? how do you kunow I'll do any-
thing more’n pocket that thousand and
ade delicately away.”

Gr . thitsa

i fieF lie

"My daughter and this gmttemnﬂ.t

Mr. Marrophat, will accompany you."
“Oh, that's the way of it, iatit ™
“Mame?" Interjected the BEcretary,

writing busily with the top of his at-

the |

t0 do anything to win her gmile,

in that first rush of galden day a-
 thvart the land, the party came quietly
inio the town of Mege, riding slowly in
arder that the nolse of their approach
Light not warn- the fugitives,. who

L Hogl' esserted confidently would still

e sound asleep In the accommoda-
[ Lone offered by the town's ome hotel.
1t was to be termad a town only in
colirtesy, this Mesa: a straggling
rireet of shacks, ramshackle relies of
wiiat had once been a promising com-
munity, the bhalf-way gtation betweeén
the rallroad and the mining camps

tathe case for a desk

"Slade,” said the bandit. “James
Slade.” Again Trine punctured the at-
mosphere with his index finger. “"The
nan whose life I want is named Alan
L.aw He Is running away with my
daughter, Rose, accompanied by a per-
00 named Barcus, disgulsed as a Pull-
man porter—" :

‘The . three of them having recent’
afcaned {rom a train wreck up vonder
ou the trestle?” Hopi Jim interpoged.

"You've met them ?" Judith demand.

“About an hour agn, or maybhe an
hour and a halr,” Hopi Jim replled, “a
good ways down the road. Thev
stopped- and ast where they could get
put up ler the might. 1 Kindly directed
them on to Mesa. down in the Fainted
hills yonder.'

CHAPTER XXXVIL,

Fireplay.

Contented with the promise nf a
thousand dollars advance on his eon-
tract, providing he retorned with
horses within a stipulated time, Mr.
tlapl James Slade drifted quietly away
into the depept night.

“Well content, persnaded thai tha
marrow’a snn would never ast uponn a
waorld tenanted by one Alan Law, that
monomanfae, Seneca Trine, torgot his
rigent il temper and set himself diplo-

\

fecreted in the fastnesses of the Paint-
€¢d hills—camps now abandoned {Hefy
very names almost faded out of the
memory of mankind.

Midway in this string of edifices the
hotel stood—a rough, unpainted, wood-
cu edifice, mainly veranda and bar-
rcom as to its lower floor,

Jealously Judith watched the win-
dows of the secomnd floor: and she
klone of the four detected the face that
showed for one brie! Instant well back
in the shadows beyond ond of the bed-
room windows—a face that glimmered
riomentarily with the pallor of &
ghost’'s against the background of that
chscurity, and then was gone,

recogmized the features of Alan Law
in that fugitive glimpse.

Two sentences exchanged hetween
Topl Jim pnd &  bleareved fellow
vhiom he roused from sodden slumbers
behind the bar sealed their confidence
with conviction: the three [ugitives
were In fact guests of the house, oc-
cupving two of the thréee rooms that
composed ite upper story.

In the rosh that followed up the
narrow stalrway, Judith led with sueh
“pirit that not even Marrophat sus-
pected her revolver was polsed solely

nwn revolver the Instant he . leveled
It at & human target. .

('losed and locked doors confronted
them; and their summons edueed 1o
responee; while the first door, when
broken in by a wholesouled kick, dis-
covered mothing wmoré satisfactory
than an empty room, its bed bearing
the imprint of & woman's body, but
ihat woman gone, r

I'rom the one window, looking down

the side of the house, Texas announced

- that the woman bad not escaped by

Mmmping out. :
So it seemed that the three must

‘ have had warning. of- their arrival,
- after all; and presumably were now

orded togethér in the adjoining room.

- which lopked out over the veranda

reof, ‘waiting in fear and trembling
for the assault that must soon come——
ind Iny fact Imm-d_lltl]r did,

Hut it met with more stubbern re-
“.#lapce than had been anticipated.
The door had been barrieaded fron

maced agalnst It ‘Four minutgs and
the united efforts of four men (includ-
‘ng the bleary loafer of the barroom)
wera required to overeome Its inert re-
sistanee. But even when it was down,
the room was found to be as empty as
the first,

Only the fingers of two hands grip-

showed the way the fugitives had
flown; and these vanished instantly as
the room was invaded.

Followed a swift rush of hoofs down
the dupty street, and a chotus of blas-

1 phemy in the hotel hallway: for Ju-

dith had headed the comcerted rush

matically to adjust the differences be- -
twean his daughter, Judith, angd hise
first leutemant, Marrophat.

It was no faelle task: Marrophat

for Judith; Judith could no more be
trusted faithfully to serve out her vow
to bring Alan Law to her father's feet,
alive or dead, truel lrony
of Fate!—she herself had fallen in
love with that same man whose death
she had pledged herself to compass,
Only when, as now, half mad with
jealondy, determined to see Alan deod
rather than yield him to the woman

he loved, her sister, might Judith be

for the staircase and contrived to

- biock it for & fall half minute by pre-

tending o stumble afd twist her
ankle,

in spite of that alleged injury, she

counted upon to serve her father in | -

his lust for vengeance as he would pe
served-—and ¢ven 80 not without Mar.

through her resentment of his surveil-
lunce. . Neither could be trust in-

deed, to work alone to the desived con-
summation; for Trine had secret reg.
son to fear lest Marropbat might,
glven opportunity, cannive at Alan's
escape in order that he might marry

osa a ¥ Judith back imto

clouds of dust and profanity, and de
paried in search of & mount Lo replace
the horse that had been shot under
him: and Judith sat her horse calmly,
smiling sweet ingolence into the EXaE-
peérfated countemance of Marrophat.

Incidentally the fugitives disap-
pearéd round a bend in the road that
led directly into the wild and barren
heart of the Paiuted hills

In the brief interval that clapsed be-
fore his return with diopl Jim, Marro-
pbat contrived to persuade the bandit
that Judith had ‘been, &l least indi-
rectly, responsible for the calasirophe,
with the wupshot that, temporarily
blinded to her fascinations by the glit
ter of ninetéen thousand dollars in the
near- distance, Mr. Slade malntained
his distance and a deafl ear ta her
blandisbments. The only information
as to their purpose that she was able
to extract from either man, when the
pursuing party turned aside from the
main trail, some distance from Mesa,
was that Hopi Jim knew a short cut

| through the range, via what he termed

the upper trail, by which they hoped
to be able to head the fugitives off be-
Jfore they could gain the desert on the
far side of the hills.

Only at long intervgls did they draw
reln to permit Hopi Jim to make re-
connolgeance of the lowar trail that
threaded the valley on the far side of
the ridge. .

Toward noon he returmed in haste
from the last of thesa SUrveys—

Her eyes alone, indeed, ¢ould have |

with intent te shoot from his hand hiel

withik—reenforced by furniture

Ping the edge of the veranda roof

serambling recklessly down the moun-
tain-side znd throwing himself upon
Lis horse with the sdvice:

“We've headed ‘em-—can make It

| pow il we ride like zll get-out!”

For half an hour more they pushed
On at the best speed to be obtained
from their weary animals, at length
drawing rein at a point where the trail
crogsed - the ridge and widened out
upon a loog, broud ledge that over
hung the valley of the lower trail, with
& clear drop to the latter from the
hrink of & good two hundred feet.

One haaty look back and down Into
the valley evoked a grunt of gatiafac-
tion from Hopi Jim.

E~ “Just in time,” he asseverated. “Here

Lt

they come! Ten minutes more . . .

His smile answered Marrophat's
with unspeakable cruel significance.

“Texas will sleep better tonlght
when he kmows how I've squared the
deal for him!"” the bandit declared.

“What are you going to do? Judith
demanded, reining her horee in beside
Marrephat as the latter dismounted.

A geeture drew her attention to n
huge boulder poised insecurely on the
very lip of the chasm,

“We're going to tip that ever on
Your friends, Miss Judith'* Marrophat
replied, with a smack of relish in his
volce. “Simple—neat—efficlent—eh *
What more cen you ask?

Bhe answered only with an irrepress-
ible gesture of horror. Marrophat's
ldugh followed her se she turned away.

For some momenta she strained her
vislon wvalnly, endeavoring (o pene
trate the turbulent currents of super
heated dir that filled the valley. ‘Then
she made out indistinetly the faintly
marked Hne of the lower trall; and
Imniediately she caught a gltmpse of
three emall fAgures, mounted, toiling
painfully toward the point where death
awaited them like 4 bolt from the blue.

Hastily she glanced overshoulder: { Erating of foolstéps on the earth be-

Hopl Him and Marrophat, ignoring her,

were straining themselves against the |

boulder without budgipg it am ineh,
for all ita apparent nicety of polss. For
an instant a wild hope fashed through
her. mind, but it was immediately ex-
orcised when Hopl Jim steppéd back

and uttered a few words of which only !

two—"dynamite” and “fuse”—reachec
her ears. :

Kneeling beside the boulder he dug
busily for an instant, then lodged the
stick to his satisfaction, astached the
fugse, and breaking off, edged on his

never limped, and wasa't'a yard be- :::::: gi?‘::; fuse by the
hind ﬂ;ﬁﬂ.m;mmmnlmmm»w’ =T
~Totel (0 ) - -

belly to the edge of _tlu clif and

carefully ing the
nce of

where the rock must fall.

But while he was sp and
H-rruphatth aided him, all eager inter-
est, Judith was taking advantage of
their disregard of her. P

Hurriedly unbuitoning her jacket,
‘she whipped a playing card from her
‘Pocket. & trey o' hearts,
stub of a peucil scribbled three words
on its face—"Danger! Ga back!"™ -

Then finding a small, flattish bit of
rock, she bound the card to it with
a4 bit of string; and with one mere
bockward glance to make sure she
was ‘mot watched, . approached the
briuk. ' |

Hopl Jini was metienlonsly shorten-
ing the fuce, Marropbat kneeling by

|'his gide.

and. with the |
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the edge, threw himself flat and swore
bitterly, with an accent of grievance,
a8 he rose. - -

From the canyon below a dull noisée
of galloping hoofs advertised too plain-
Iy the failure of their atiempt.

And Hopi Jim turned back only to
find Judith mounted, reining her borse

ln between him and Marrophat, sod |

prepared 1o give emphasis to what she

had to say with an automatie pistol |

Lhat pestled snugly In her paim.

"Une moment, Mr. Slade,” she sug.
Besled evenly. “Just & moment before
you break the sad news to Mr. Marro
phat: I've something to say that needs
wgur attention—Ilikewise, your respect,
it is this: . | am parting company with
¥You and Mr. Marrophat. | am riding
on toward the west, by this trail. It
either of you care to follow me"'—the
automatic flashed ominously in the
sun glare—"it will be with fall knowl-
edge of the consequences. Mr. Marro-
phat will enlighten you if you have
any doubt of my ability to take care of
myself in such affairs as this.
are- well advised, you will turn back
and report failure to my tather.™

S8he nodded curtly and swung her
horse round.

“And what shall I tell your father
from jyou?' Marrophat demanded
sharply.

“What you please,” the girl replied,
flashiog an impish smile overshoulder.

“But, eince when 1 part company with |.

you, I part with him as well—for all of
me, you may tell him to go to the
‘devill”
| "Well," Mr. Marrophat admitted con-
fidentially to Mr. Slade, “I'm damned!"”
“And that ain't all.” Mr. Slade con-
fided in Mr. Marrophat, whipping out
‘his own revolver: “You're being held
up, too. I'll take those guns of your'n,

friend, and what else you've got about |

you-that's of value, including your hoss
—abd when you get back to old man
Trine you can just tell him, with my
best compliments, that I've quit the
job and lit out after that daughter of
his'n. She’s a heap slght more atirac-
tive than nineteen thousand dollars,
and not half so hard to earn!”

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Burnt Fingers.

Once she had lost touch with her fa-
ther's creatures, the girl drew rein
and went on more slowly and ecau-
tioukly. :

Below her, in the valley, the lower
trail wound its faclle way. From time
to time she could discern upon some
naked stretch of its length a cloud of
dust, or perhaps three mounted fig-
ures, scurrying madly on with fear of
death snapping at their heels.

It was within an hour of midnight,
a ight bell-clear and bitter cold on
the heights, and bright with moon-
light, when Alan's party made its last
patise and camped to rest agalnst the
dawp, unconsclous of the fact that .a
quiarier of a mile above them, on tha
upper trall, a lonely woman paused
when they paused and made her own
camp on the edge of a sharp decliviiy,

The level shafts of the rising swn
awakened her, Bhe sat up, rubbed her
éyes, vawned, stretched
with the hardship of sleeping on un-
‘Yielding, sun-baked earth—and of a
Sudden started up, surprised by the

hind her,

lefore she could turn, however, she
was caoght and wrapped in the arms
of Hopi Jim.

She mustered all her strength and

wits and will for one last struggle— :

and in a frenszied moment managed to
break his bold a trifle, enough to en-
able her to suatch at the pistol hang
ing I'rdm her belt and present it at his
head.

But It exploded harmiessly, spend-

£ Us bullet on the blue of the morn-
ing sky. The bandit eaught her wrist
in time, thrust it aside and subjected
it to such cruel such sav-
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limbs stifm|!

Look-at the diagram below.

It shows how the lungs and
the stomach are entrely Sepa -
rateorgans reached by entirely
s€parate 1ubes., What you
swallow goes to the siomach.
What you breathe (and on'v
whnat you breathe) gets to the
lungs and air passages direct

Now you see how useless
it is, when you have a cold,
or a cough, or bronchitis. e
catarrh, to dose the’ ach
(which may be quite hea'thy)
with drugs! What vou need
15 something vou can breathe
to the lungs direct!

That is Peps.

1 Pops is the name of & now scientific
prejarution containing highly medicins
venolved and pine extracls, condengsd
tatu tabiat form ¥ oul put a ["Ip iy
yonr tongue, and as it slowly disoives,
Ltheds volalde enatnees turn’ into Vapor,
Yuu BREATHE the rémedy to VOur
sure, aihing chest and lll.ll:"l. Adirect-==not
swallow 1t to your sthtosch, which is
ot ailing,. “The heal ug fumes, thas
Lredthed down, bathe the delicate, in.
famed mefibranes of your breathipg.
tubes, and » right on te the tiny
passages of the lnrgs—a courre no liquid
wi solid medicine could possibly take

ill.'lli‘l 1 s
ave healing
and  antisep-
tie. They
heal sore
tissue and

kill dissase
it h A

firaat wimda
to your home,
instead of
you going to
the pioe
forest !

Just aa the
disEn-Air cure g

-the breath
ing cure—is
the omly ra
lional ewre
for consump-
tion, so the ;
Peps breathing cure is the ooly rational
curs for utlrli. colds, coughs, usthnia
and bironchitis,

>
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Dominion Senator Praises
Peps

Senator DerByshire, of Brookville,
writing - from the Dominion  Senate,
Ottawa, says —

*“ 1 am plotsed to express my high
opinion of Pepa. Bome tme I cou-
tractod a very bad vold, which settled
on my lungs abhd brovehial tubes, |
almost lost my volce, was censianily
coughing, and experienced considerable
pain, A friend offered me 4 box of
Peps, and I trisd them. I wis veis
“milich pleasad with thele slmost instunt
aotion. ‘They sermed to go direet s

e gae php o, Wl I.J-F-bl.l Lhe vuughing,
anl made my Ilf"-."llhi.l'la smEar. | oan
rinued their use fora short Limes, &0l
lhr]r ﬂulilphl'ﬂ'lr Fitied my vold. ™
Feps are best fur children, Loo, be
cause thev contgin no opintes or
poison. 6. box, all druggistsan
Blures. Wrtucl;nrf{.nnnu} packer
o Pe 5 Toroulo, ot 45
l‘ﬂﬂfigﬂ- - _Wlnnlh], .
ing le. sinmp Yo e poat -
age, and this ai.
vortisement .

Telephone 987

Drop a card to 13 HT l‘g'lﬂl when
wanling anything dons In & Carpea-
ery line, stimates e wa all kinia
of repaire and new rk; also hard-
i 1 i ry i i g L I

recelva prompt '.
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