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How the Patal Curse Put Upon the Emperor Franz/|
Joseph Has Swept His Loved Ones Away in
a Tragic Manoer —The Most Pathetic
Figure in European History

May Heaven and Hell blast your |or Ferdin
lmmtiuv.--: may your family bhe ey
terminated; may you be smiitten in
the persons of those yvou love biissiq ¢
may your. children he browght Lib
rain and your life wirecked, andd yirt
may you live on in lonely, unbroken
horrible grief, to tremble when Vo
recall the name of Karolyi'"
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This was the cugse pronounced dn |trian-En pir
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the Emperor Franz by tha |
Countess Karolyl, whose son was put | LWo regulated by
to death by order of the | ml”,:'”r. for | COMpromise of 1867,
participating in the Hungarian unris | Franz Joseph the
Ing. The Couniess i Eald o have | U6 and
shrieked out her curse at the Em :: " and
PRror when he appeared at a Stat ae
ball in Vienna r
“It will come pass!" she
as the attendants dragged her s WLy
aurely her words wers propheti
for death has come to the Emperor's
best loved relations in & most tragic |
manner. To-day we find him totier
ing with old age, standing alone liks
ROme Ereal tree which a storm
ehorn of lis branches.
"Nothing is spared me!
venerable Head of the
Hapsburg as he sits in his palace sur
rounded by every luxury which weal
th ¢an procure, the most pathetic i
Eure in European history
The recent assassination the
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir|
o the Austrian throne, and his de
voted wife by a nineteen-year-old fa-
natical Servian adds another chapier
o Lhe loug line of Hapshurg irage
dies which have shocked the world
during the past quarter of a ‘.qur}"_ in the matter. He then told the court
and the sympathy of the world O | the sniet: ~Fragr s .
out to the old man who has suflered ! wt LB BPIFIL Oof mis I'ather, the

: cmperor Francis, had appeared a&n
aimost hey ond endurance. ! 5 ; S .I phea o
: lald hi= hand on the head his

youthful grandsen, Franz Joseph
This decided the family andd VOIUne
| Franz Joseph became the ruler
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| took the
Atitution
elghteen years of age wher hii H
uncie, Ferdinand abdicated. The ra
Lher of Franz Joseph, the Archduke |
Francis Charles, would have heen the
next in line, but the royal tamily pre
| ferred “Franzi who had al
ready made his mark az a deni
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the honor
him and by
 INsLtrucvions in every biramn
pPradence, He also bes HINS an exper: |
shot and a lfearles
Archduchess ruled the father as
ag the son, and shyv: knew t by
Lther was totally for the crown
she finally worried her hu
declaring that he had
while earnestly pravineg for culdance
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Origin (4 Hapsburg House,

Fhe house of Hapsburg has an i
toresting history—almost melodram
atic in its romances, scandals and |
iragic deaths. Descendants of Rud
olph of Hapsburg, a German Couni
born in 1228, and elected Ring
the Romans in 1227, the roval fam-
ily of Austria 18 among the oldest In
Europe, for Count Rudolph o 1282
bestowed the duchy of Austria upon
his son Albrecht, afterward Romau
Emperor. _About 1740 the male line
of the family died out with Emper’
or Karl V1 and his only daughtes
Maria Theresa married Duke Franz
of Lorraine and Tuscany, who after-

:t‘ll.l,ll‘u iver A Mivedd l'l-lllah-,

_ rustria received him with frantic |
of | delight, and the day of his accession
was one of joy throughout the land

| The young Emperor even at that age
had a remarkable coneeption of duty
which has served him well during his
long and checkered reign. When
firat addressed as “your majesty" he |
turned pale and murmured *“Fare- |
Woll to my youth!" His foot was al-
ready on the thorny path which he !
{has unfiinchingly trodden for sixty- |
#ix years. During this time he. has|
reigned over morg gaan fAfty million
people consisting 67 Austrians, Hun- |
gariuns, Bohemians, Bosnlans . and|
Herzegovinlans. They are his sub-
Jects, but besides these a large num- !

of Loruine and the founder of the
Hapsburg-Lorraine family. Maria
Theresa was succeeded in 1780 by |
her son Joseph 11, and afterwards his |
brother Leopold 1l came to the
throne and died after a two vears'
reign. Leopold's son Franz followed
and reigned until 1835. Hc was mar-
ried four times and left a large num-
ber of descendants who form the pre-
sent lmperial House. Franz I, as he
called himself, was the first sover
eign who assumed the Litle of Emper-
or or Kaiser of Austria, doing so af-
ter being compelled by Napoleon in
1806, to renbunce the {mperial
crown of Rome, which had been prac-
tically in the Hapsburg family for
E.L""..:'“ three centuries. . Baf:r;

he bhad already coupled with which have marred his reign began

t Or of the Romans that | when an Pt was ma
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ber of Germans, Italians, Russians |
Swiss, Roumanians, British, French,
Montenegrin, Turkish, Servian, Bul-
garian Leichtensteiners and uwr1
three thousands Americans live in|
his domain

His tronbles began early in his
reign, as a few months after he came
io the throne dissensions arose
throughout the land which were fol-
lowed by extermal aggressions.
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The Curse In 1853,
In 1853 the list of tragic incidents
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tion, and the Votivkirche, a master- | risings,
piecs. pf modern Gothic art, was the|
resuit. This beautiful church rears|
its slender, gracefyl towers on one of When
of the widest streets of the Austrian | alely ecalled
capital and is always an object of the i iwenty-three,
Erealest interest to the
traveller

The Emperor was
toward his subjects,
garian rebels, and tried to -win them !
but the - Archduchess Sophie
formed the peolicy of his reign —a
cruel, heartless policy which carried
death and exile to many. She was
iy I"I [ b"“'m‘"m
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her

uhe &

.-*mwrhh.n:lflum a wife, o she sent him onp

|rn:=rhu;: eXpadition
Kindly disposed | the Duke of Bavaria, who had mar
even the Huun- | ried her younger sister.
daughters &f the Duke was the Prin-
had | cess Heleng, who was just nineteen,
and the mother hoped that ber son
would fall in love with this princess,
but she was destined to disappoint-
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preservi-jed during one of the Hungarian up

Marries Princess Flizabeth.
as she affection-| well. She bore the name of the pa-
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| Elizabeth, who. was then only fifteen
years of age., A year later they were
l:ﬂurrimi and the beautiful princess
E"hll.l'llll-."t! all Austria and Hungary as

.'iruu sainl of the latter. and when
ahe came with the Emperor to d-
| apest the wildest enthusiaém pre-
vadled. She studied their language
| and spoke it like a native. Even to-
day she {5 known as the good angel
of Hungary. and a special museum
has heen established where articles
which at one time belonged tp her
are on exhibition. Of a nalurally vi-
vacions disposition the new Emj]

chated under the restraint of cou
' did a lot of uphe
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| irom the Emperor at

, Uurged to do this by his wife the Fm-
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tut delighted ths
Hungarians
For a time the couple led ;
unclowded happins
Liirn thea
The oldest, th
s>ophie, named for
died of (yphoid
edarly childhood. The discase
contracted from drinking water sent
i Vienna spring. In
t became uncorked andd _'-|_J|.Ir|1'li_ bt
the nurse did not 'y NEET 11
the child was taken (il

The second child, the Are hdu
Ulsela, 15 now the Queen o
oLther two children
Archduchess Marle Valerie,
CcARme Lthe wife of ¥ran:
wrehaduke of . Austria
Prince Rudolph, th
throne

'he Empress lost her
Lite birth of the Crown
had to spend much of

rovalty,
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Then the Archduke Maximilia:
was persuaded to go to Mexico L
rile over that reslless land. He wa.
preéss Charlotte, and his mother, the |
Archduchess Saphie, the latter belng
most insistent in her demands il e
claring that shq wanted to be known |
48 the mother of two Emperors. But |
Lthe Curse @l the Hapsburgs fell once
more, for Maximilian was executed |
by the ungrateful Mexirans and his |
wife, thé beaytiful Empress Char-
lotte, ended her days in a mad house. !
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"‘Death Of The Crown Prince,
The hopes of the Emperor now be

who grew to manhood guiversally bhe
loved by all his subjects, Always of-a
shy and retiring disposition, the
young prince spent much of his time
in shooting and became a taxider-
mist of no mean ability, mounting up
the results of his shooting expedi-
lions for the National Museum. He
married the Princesa Stephanie, the
socond daughter of King Leopold 11,
of Belgium. There seems to have been
very little love in the matter for the |
CUrown Prince seemed to have heen
infatuated with the Baroness Marie
Vestera. In 1889 the Curse fell once
more on the Hapsburg, for the heir
to the throne was found dead at his
bunting lodge at Meverling noi Very
far from Vienna. Beside him was the
dead body of the Baroness. All sorts
of rumors were afloat as Lo how the
couple met death, and it was finally
given out as suleide, but as suicide
W'k 80 abhorrent (o the Caiholic
church the Empress refused to be-
lieve that her son had taken his life.
made to find
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The death of the Crown Prince had
alarming effect on the FEmpress,
devoled to her son She
at Court after his
wandered {rom place to
her sorrow. The Emperor,
did all im his power té }ft the vell of
melancholy which seemed to envel-
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| ope her, but without avail, and to use
| the language of a noted Hungarian

"The sorrowing woman ik

black wandered from country to coun

try as though a dread shadow pur-
ed her

Empress Assassinated,

'he curse the Hapsburg was
ned to claim her in its clutchesg,
ithi ocCcurred while Ehe was in

0o
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' awitzerland trying to recover health

and strength to be present at the
Emperor's Jubilee fn 1898 Walking

| on the Quai de Mont Blanc in Gene-
| Va, accompanied only by her lady-in-

walling, the Countess Srtaray, she

| was stabbed by an italian anarchist,
| who used a sharpened shoe awl asa
| WerDon

driving it into the heart of
hig victim. By a strange colncidenca
It was very like the knlfe used years
biis{ oy ras when Franz '.funf!ph'n life WaR
atlempted. The dress worn by the
Empress at the time of her death i

one of the relies preserved at _the

Elizabeth Museum In Budapest. Only
a tiny blood stain appears upon the
Eown, the Empress baving died of
internal hemorrbage.

This seemed to be the crowning

| vorrow of the mahy which had fal-

len upon thé Emperor, and those who

| came contered on the Crown Prince, | X00W him best déclare that he has

never been the same since the “Gena-
Va Tragedy.”” On the day of the fu-
neral the Emperor. instituted In mem-
ory of the Empress ‘“Thes Order of
klizabeth,” for women of all ranks
who have devoted themselves to ré-
ligious, humanitarian or charitable
works or objects.. The first Grand
Cross was bestowed upon the Coun-
less Sztaray, who was with the Ems-
press at the time of her death.
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(Mher Sorrows.

But the trials of the Emperor
were not over, for a few years later
his favorite sister-in-law, the Duch-
ess d'Alencon, lost her life in the
Ereat fire which swepl over a charity
bazgar in Paris and ocly a short time
alterward one of his nleces was burn-
ed to death at the Palace of Schoen-
brua, “ . . .
m 3 171 ;
Princess Elizebeth, daughter of
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