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4 personal matter. The day previovs
Gloria had depounced bim and cried
aloud - for v Anee. He recognized
that had Gloris not been mixed up in
the affalr the pesult might have béen
the same, but the personal element
was what made him hold his peace.

The news that the day bad Loen car |
ried for good government was only a
temporary intoxicant. There were a
few moments of exhilaration »hen hia
real feelings were submerged In (he
general rejolieing that David Kerr had

One of the charges contiiuously

{houses in the low, thickly-populated

brought against the machine was that
it was colonizing floaters in lodging

river wards. Durken even admitted it
when Wright asked dbout it, and sev-
eral days later suggested a tour of In-
gpection. The blood of the star re
porter warmed in the editor's velma
The idea was tantalisi It was one
of those stories a good nt&a would sao
rifice half a year's salary to handle,

Without saying anything to anyoneg
the owner of the News thought of the

expedition for several days. The more
he thought or it, the more it appealed
to him. The more it appealed to him
the less wae the likelihood of his con-
Sidering the axiom that o battle it is ¢
& gemeral’s duty not to get hurt. In
fact, the thought of physical injury
did mot occur to him.. He was a
stranger to Belmount, no one knew him,
and in the daytime there was no danp- {
Eer.

When Wright finally decided to in-
 vestigate personally it was only a few
days before the election. He deter-
mined that he would wander down
Into the first ward two days before
the votées were cast to Eather mate-
rial for hie story. The next afternoon,
Just on the eve of the election, his
final attack on the machine would be
ah expose of ring methods of handling
vagabond voters imported for the oo-
casion.

This programme was belng carried
outas originally planned, notwith-
standing the break with Glorla the
previous day, when Wright was in-
duced to go through Noonan's “hotel
Here, deserted by Durken, who had
beén his guide, he had fallen into the
haunds of Turkey Ryan and Buck Kelly.

Althbugh dazed by the unexpected-
ness of the attack, he had neverthe-
less mangged to glve a Eood account
of himselt, The eramped attic quar-
tera In whieh had fought had
been in his favor. The two brulsers
had been surpriged by what a sclen-
tifiec boxer could do In a rough-and-
tumble fight. To the momentary inde-
cision resulting from his good defense
Wright owed his escape from the room
in which e had been trappead.

A stinglug blow having taken all the
fight out of Kelly, ha lurched and fell
forward agains: the door just ‘as the
ewspaper man had managed to elude
his assallants for the instant and alip
out of therroom. Forced to minigter
¢ his companion, Turkey Ryan had
O8L many valuable seconds before he
collld take up the pursuit. It wag dur-
ing thie resplie that Wright, groping
Yilndly for the stair, had tripped and
‘allen, to be found unconscious by
Gloria In front of Little Ella’s door.

NO one ever knew exactly what had
‘aken place In Noonan's lodging housa
HIAt afternoon In sarly spring. Re
urting from the mission with Dr.
Norton, Mrs. Hayes was surprised to
ind the door of the Windermere woIm-
An's room fastened from within, When
40 response greeted her knock, sur
brise gave way to alarm, and she
ealled wpon Dr, Norton to aid her In
L::m'-vnin;: the door. Gloria had not fast.
fned it as securely as she had thought,
and it required no great stréength on
the part of the physician to force it
open.

Glorja was removed to Mra. Hu?‘
home in a carringe as soon as slle
wae revived, Little Ella, in & senfl-
conscious, delirious state, was hurried
to the city hospital in a police ambu-
lgnce. An examination having shown
that Wright had sustained nd serfous
injury, &8 soon as he regained con-
sclousnese he was taken to hig own
apartment. e

David Kerr was not allowed to sed
 his daughiter. Altbough the exact na-
ture of the shock to which she Kad
been subjected was mnot known, since
both Kelly and Ryan had disappeared.
yet the physicians did not think it

t in her nervous condition for her
:’ﬂqe éven her father. The following
day ehe remained in bed, epeaking
never a word, busy with her own
thoughts. The next day, that of the
élection, she dressed, but did not
leave her room.

_ When it was seéen that Gloria was
under the cloud of a. settled melan-
choly, thére was debate how best to
minister to her. Her very silence
made the problem more perplexing.
She oftered never a word by which
they might pluck owt the heart of the
mystery. Strange as it may séem. she
did not even mask about Joe Wright.
She did, wever, read the morning
and afternoon papers carefully. In
neither was there any reference to an
Attack on the editor. As her mind
beat upon the bars of ifs new iron
cage, It sufficed her to know that all
must be well with him. X

: Joo Wright's injuries-were not of o !
serious nature, yet it was thought best

¥

{ 1‘[ ‘ .I.'

{that he remain st home for several |

days. By means of the telephone and
through the men who came to the
house he edited the News the day |
previous to election. Over the same
telephone line came the chgering news
the next night that the dominant party
had been defepded. David Kerr's rule |
had been broken. |

Nothing of a personal nature had
been allowed to help contribute to thys
sutcess. No mention had been made

been given a morg sévers get-hack
than he had ﬂahtorﬁ recelved,
Then camé the ebL of the tide, leav-
ing bith on the desolate shore of dis-
heartening unceértainty. The past was
& nightmare and the future a blank.
" The tumult and the’cheers had died
away, the brass hands at last wera
stilled, his sitting-room with two win-
dows of, the street and its own privits
entrance had been ¢leared of tobacco
smoke, and the reception he had heh_l
when it was learned the election had
gone his way wae at an end, whea
Joe Wright sat him#clf down z'one In
e quiet of the first hours of the

porning to thke ¢tock of hie future,

Gloria? What of her? ;

It was always Gloria, Gloria, Gloria,
ranning through his mind, knoéking at
the door of his heart.

Always of the QGloria who had
spurned him, be thaught, for he knew
nothing of the part she had played in
the lodging house. It was not m situ-
ation to contemplate with equanimity
—this Hving in the same town with
the woman he loved madly. Were Bel-
mont of some gize, a city like St. Louis
or Pittaburgh, there would be the prob
ability that their paths would seldom
crogs. Yet In Belmont everyone knew
everyone else and never a week passed
but what they all met at least in pass-
ing. "

It would be impossible for him to
avold Gloria altogether. He was frank
enough to acknowledge to himself that
he would undoubtedly secek those
places where there would be some cer-
tainty of his meeting her. To be in
the same town with hér meant that he
could not give hér up. Yet he Knew
that any overtures he might mhake
would be worse than weeless. He felt
that her prejudice was such that there
could never be established that bond
without which matrimony is umholy
The rufled pool may again be calm,
the misted mirror may again be clear,
yet he believed in her ignorance she
would feel that when two hearts but
onc¢e "have broken troth there i# no
alchemy that Jové distills ean make
the past to live agaln and the dead |
present as though it had not beed.

The harder he tried to fight agdinst
his conviction of what he should do,
the more Wright was convineed that
there was but one course for him to
pursue: it would be best for him to
leave Belmont. This would be nof for
a week or a month, but for all time.
It would be necessary for him to' dis
pose of the paper, bul this he cbuld
do through a broker. He wis quite
willing to let it go at & sacrificd, to
Tose what hé had himself put into it
80 anxious was he to escape from Bel-
mont in search of that magical flower,
heart’s-ease,

Having made up his mind, Wright
went to bed, but not te sleep. The few
remaining hours of darkness he rolled
and tossed. [t was not the bruises he
had received in the fight at Noonan's
that kept him awake, annoying as they
wera., It was alwavs the one., thought
—Gloria, Gloria, Gloria.

Morning brought -diversions whieh
elightly relieved the teunsion, There
weére two editorials to be written upon
the political sftuation. This was fol-
lowed by conferences with men on
the paper, and then came the letter to
the newspaper hroker announcing
that the News was for sale. He did
not dictate this to his secretary, but
wrole it out laboriously in long-hand.

The morning wae more than Half
over when he began to pack. It was
Wright'a intention. to leave Belmont
that night, ostensibly on a vacation
for the purpose of récuperation after
the hard campaign. The owner of the
News felt, however, that he waiufld nev-

ar return. \

The many steps necessitated in
packing taught him how weak he wWas,
and after lunch he called {n Patty, the
little daughter of his lundlady, to help
bBim. They bad always been the best
friends, and her sorrow when she
learned he was going AwWay on a long
vacation was genuine. The child was
of much assistance, brin ng all the
smaller things from the lving ‘Toom
into the bedroom where the real work
of packing was being done.

When the packing was about com-
pleted the little girl remembered that

searching for it in a plle of ¢l tfﬁn:
béside Wright's trunk sghe felt \Some-
thing hard. To satisty her curlosity
she drew It forth, to discover inatead
of her doll, that it was a framed pie-
ture of a young woman. It was a ple-
ture of Gloria which had appeared in
a weekly spciety paper,

Patty ha¢ helped wrap the framed
pictures in old newspapers, and as she
brought Gloria's pictire, sha exclaimed
triumphantly, “Here's another picture,
Mr. Joey™

Wright had put It aside surrepti-
tously when packing the th ngs he
had planned to take with him for im-
medinte use. For the fraction of a
minute there had been a debate in his
mind a¢ to whether of not he would
be weak enough to carry her picture

L

in the News of the assault on |*s ad}
tor ‘tn Mike Nooman's :

J | because to

[and understanding:

she had brought a doll with her. [n+ LD

der a plle of clothing
“It's, extremely you to find
that pleture,™ ths” remirked with
the gravity he sometimes sisumed in
treating Patty ag one of equal years
“I dount i 1
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ghowld have found It."

“I waq Bunting for my dolly, amd
lookéd under a4 pile of things and
found the pretty picture. lady.” Shé
gazed at the plcture aof Gloria admir-
Ingly. -

“Really, Patty, you astonish '‘mé!
Your perspicacity is exceeded only by
your perseverance. I dom't think I
should ever have found that plcture.
Just leave it on the table there, ‘and
jon't—if you love me—Ilose your do
iny more, please; at least not
ill my things are securely packed.”

Pafty was just on the polot of ask-
ing the name of the young woman who
1ad so taken her fancy, when the door-
pell ramg. With the atoonneement
‘hat no one wae at hoame and she had
0 angwer the bell, she soamnered off.

Wright picked up the picture snd
gazed at 1t intently. He was sacrific-
ing all for her, Was the sacrifice
worth while? The question wbuld
bave been an idle one. He loved her,
2ad never loved anyone else and néver
would love anyone else. No sacrifice
w48 too great ‘which would mean any
nereased happiness for her. 'The
wund of some one being brought to
iis rooms 4y Patty caused him to put
he picture hastily face downward on
he table. The door opened to admit
Jr, Hayes,

“Good afternoon, Mr. Wright.” be ex-
clalmed cordially as he came forward
with band outstretched. “I hope you'll
't am opponent drop im to congratu-
late you on winning the election.”

The editor's face Nt up with pleas-
irt as they clasped hands.

“Thank you, old man. It's awfully
£ood of you to stop by before I start-

d on a little vacation. The News won
its fight; but of course we can't expect
this lo be the end of the contest, can
- b
The coroner shouk his head dole-

'Il'll'_ ?u

: fally.

“Don't ask me. I've ceased to be a

political prophet. ‘Do you think it'll
a boy, dot? they dek ‘1 don't
-now," says I, shaking my Head solémn-
'ke. I'm golng to get that wise about
olitiea. 1 don't prophesy anything
flow until after it happens. But |
‘ever thought I'd live to see. the day
hat Belmont would go against us. I'm
wut of politicay”

Wright smiled. “Isn’t that what they
ll say—the day after?

“It's the truth this time

My wife

“That Surely Was a Raw Frame-Up
They Handed You.”

has done nothing but read the riot act
0 me for the last two days.”

"l imagine Mre. Hayes is a purist in
politics.”

“Well, T can’t blame her,” the doctor
ddmitted. “She's been poking around
gown in the river wards, and that
surely was a raw frame-up they hand-
ed you. She got onto it, snd she’s
dead sore.”

Wright had - discussed the affalr
with Dr. Norton and had also told Ar-
thur Morrison what ltitle he knew.
THls was the first intimation coming
from the ring that they even knew of
the oecurrence. The newspaper man
was curious to know the ring version
of it. Dr. Hayee' remark afforded him
the epportunity to approach the mat-
ter eautiously, .

“What was Mrs, Hayes' connection
that—ah—Ilittle episode?” he
asked. “I gathered from Dr. Norton
that in some way or other she knew
something about it"

Dr. Hayes stared at him In amage-
ment. Miss Kerr had never uttered a
word, yet he readily belleved, as did
the others, that both Wright and she
were the only ones who could tell the
story. The woman in whose room they
had been found was e.ill In a delirlous
rondition at the ecity hospital and
nothing could be learned from her.
Although Kerr had ordered (He police
Lo bring in Ryan and Kelly, the search
had been unsuccessful

“What!" gasped Dr. Hayes, “don't
vou know how vou got out of that
mest and why the thugs didn't Bnish
vou?™
Wright shook his head. His visitor's
manner puzzied him, "
“l1 don't know a thing. 1 think soma
one helped me in some way or other,
but Dr. Norton claimed he knew uoth- |
ing. :

“Well, 1'll be darned'”

“Don’t; there's no oceasion for it
row-—you're out of politics. The first
thing 1 kuew was when, 1 heard Dr.
Jorton say, ‘He's coming to, all
right." ™

Soon Hayes picked up his hat to go”
He stood for an instant, as if inviting
Wright to speak. As he did not do
£0, the visitor asked, thinking of Glo-
ia the while: : :
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Granulated

stands on its own merits, and is sold under
its own name, in ORIGINAL PACKAGES
of size to suit any household—2 and §
pound Sealed Cartons—10, 20, 50 and 100
Pound Cloth Bags.
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