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flﬁ Even a8 Wright held Gloria in his | G200
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duy it has seemed like the game fsp’t | WWEY. —_— —
worth the candle. What do you think?' | “You've made me supremely- happy, P i '

“I'm all in the dark, t0o,” was her |Gloria. T want you to believe in me
confession. Slowly aud surely in the | &0d trust me—always.”
ihadow of her shattered hopes end his She smiled up at him her love and
unhappy ‘conflict of duty end desire | confidence as she answered, “1 do, I}
were they being drawn closer togethor | 40 :

{than even they had been when they “I want you to be happy, and 1
laughed with the spring and dreamed | Know you're mot happy in Belmont. |
of the day® to come In a radiagt sun- You must go away at once, I'll follow
sliine of unwhispered love, you.”

*l don't know what to think "™ Gloria “But why?' she guestioned. The
went on in a low tone, “I dom't seem | smile was still there, but surprise |.
lo understand Belmont.” : peeped forth from her eyes. “I'm

“Why don't you go away? bappy now.” .
you waat to?” Wright laughed at her with that de

“What for? I know the lifa iout Hghtfully patronigiug air of possession \ :
there.” Bhe made a sweeplug ges- | that lovers assume, caught her in his A 27

\ure which seemed to encompase all [arms once more and kissed her. _ |
ALE --- STOUT --- LAGER?}

the world outside the four walls which “1 know, dear, but you'll be happler. B

shut them in together. *“It '-\'Uuid?‘t I can't explain, You wouldn’'t under |

really satisfy me any more—io Ii @ |stand. Can't vou trust me?" ' 2 |
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s 1 used to live.” * “Ye-es, but father would—"
“Yet your life here—" He left the “He won't oppose your going, I
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“No, this doesn’t satisfy me either” Kerr and the- flerce fight they were
= U “In & word, Glorid, you're not hap- | waging Wright became insistent. “Do
* py.” this for me, Gloria. You can get a late
instead of replying directly, she |traln for 8t. Louls tonight. I'll have
asked with a dropplug of her hands | Mrs. Gilbert go with you. Next week
to her sides in a hopeless fashion: I'll join you, and we'll meke plans for
“ls anybody in the whole world |the wedding.”
happy? Are you happy? [ 3 “But, Joe, that's so foolish,” ﬂ:al
“Don't you think I am?™ complained. *1 like Belmont im-
“I'm afrald not.” mensely now.” Then she struck a
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*Yes," She Said.

tal survey of all the weather records
of the last twenty years. Wright had
almost forgotten what he had maid)
when she at last gave the conversation
football a dainty kick by saying: I
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This time he was ready for her. His
embarrassment was wearing off and
bhe began agaln promptly: I

“Don’t the rains make the road pret-
ty bad out your way ™

"My friends manage to get out to
see me."

This wae a c¢hill rejoinder, and
Wright felt he had lost several points
in thelr game of indireetion.

“Locust Lawn is quite a distance
out,” he ventured,

“Not far enbugh to discourage my
friends.”™ :

This goaded him to an apology. - He
regretied that she was not making it
sasy for him, but he forgave her be-
cause he knew she did not understand.

“Becausé@d've been so busy, please
don’t think thdat I'm discouraged.”

“Why should 1 think of it at all?*
she replied with spirit. :

Her remark h¥rt him, both her words
and her manner of speech. It tore
away his reserve and made him burst
forth in protest.

“That's not like vou, Glorla. We've
been such good friends.”

“We have been good friends,™ she
admitted promptly. *Is there any
reason, Joe, why we should mot be
now "

His heart beat high within him at
ber words. They were so direct, so
honeet, so like the one woman of his
dreams,
not be as direct with her: but that
was lmpossible, for over them was the
sinister shadow of David Kerr, her
father, the boss of Belmont.

“There’s no reason why we shouldn’t
be good friends, Gloria. What put
that idea into vour head ™

“My circle of friends in Belmont

seems to have grown smaller and
smaller."

"Please dom't put me on the out-
Eide.”

“You seem to have put youmself

1 there ™

The conversation lagged. Therewas
80 much to think about. Gloria was
seeking to recouncile his axplanations
with her Owh, observations. Looking
at him closely she saw that he did not
bave that fresh, robust look which a
month ago had made him seem fit for
A gladiatorial contest. As l'ﬂr‘ﬁ.t in
the big office chair he seemed to

It grieved him that he could

The appealing way she looked at
him, her whole soul welling up in her
eyes, brought him to his feet and et
him to pacing nervously up and down.
He looked fatigued, distressed beside
bhimself with care.” She forgave him
everything but his studied refusal to
let her share whatever weighed upon
bim. Could he not see, she thought,
how she yearned to tell him that
whither he went there she would go
also, that his joys would be all her
jove and that his burdens .wotid ba
divided with her; that love divided all
sorrow and doubled all joy?

Wright could stand it no longer.
He saw her before him, trembling with
that same emotion that shook him,
afiame with the same fire that burned
within him, mutely questioning bim
with her big, soulful eyes. How could
he make amends for that month of
neglect except by telling her what she
long ago had guessed, bat what more
recently she had a right to doubt? He
felt weak where he wanted to be
girong. To hear from her lips that
she loved him was all that he nesded
to make him iovincible. With her ao-
knowledged love In his heart there
wias nothing he could not do.

“Oh, Gloria, T ¢éan't tell you what a
fight I'm makiog. You wouldn’t un-
derstand. Business is busineas, out-
gide a woman's realm, but I've missed
you 80 much this last month."

At this declaration she caught her
breath. Joy, she found, could some
times prove the twin of paln. That
this man, this strong, fearless man,
In. his struggles had missed her, had
intimated a longing for dependence
upon her, made her heart bound. Love,
even when his baoners have been
flung forth to the breezs leagues be-
fore the castle wall is reached. never
ceases 1o be a surprise when at last
the knock at the gate Is heard

“You've no right to sas vour work
is outslde of womasn's realm if you've
—Iif you've miszed somethiog a woman
could supply.” .

“Something tha one woman could’
supply,” he correcied.

“I muet be golug,” she suid, rising
from her chair; “I'm afraid M.
Hayes {an't coming.”

He stepped betweem her and the
door, letting her take povers] steps
forward, because they brought her

more eerious note, “Beaiden, it
wouldn't be fair to father. He's put
me through, and I'm not golng to dis
appoint him. To go away—well, I feel
it would be digloyal.”

“You can write him we're engaged,”
be pleaded. “Then 1'll go to see him.”

Gloria could not alfogether under-
stand his insistence. Then, too, to
send her away just "after they had
found each bther was something she
could not explain to her father.

Further discusslon ;was put out of
the question by the appearance of
Judge Gilbert,

“"Would you object to walting for
Mre. Hayes in this office? he asked,
pointing to the room next to that in
which the men had beem conferring.
He smiled as he added, “Mr. Wright
came on business, vou A

repiying. Then she asked Wright with
A smile, “You won't be long?”

He walked with her to the door, to
Gilbert’s surpriee, crossed the thresh-
old and weit into the little office.
Bomehow or other—such things are al-
ways mysteries, certainly they are aec-
cidémts—the door seemed to close of
its own accord, :

“Walit for me a little while,” he said,
taking both her hands in his. “It's go-
ing to be such a glorious world for us.
I never knew what happiness meant
till now. To be wherever vyou were
bas always made life sweet, but now
everything takes on a new meaning
transmuted by the glory of being loved
by yvou.”

(To be continued,

U'nst of  the Canal,

Ottawa, May 26.—In the house in
1'411|'|.1|'|-_7 a8 Lo what the total eost of
the FPrent Valley canal would be. Hom.
r. Red said approximately about
SI6000.000, Up to the end of last
year there had bheen expended %12,
164,651, which includ®d the Rice Lake
and ntario divisiops. If that part
irom Simcoe to Petérboro were deep-
ened it would cost comsiderably more.
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State of Ohio, City of Toledo, I
Lucas County, BY.
Frank J. Chaney makea oath that he
I&2 ganior partner of the firm of F. J.
Cheney & Co., doing business in the
City of Toledo, County and Siate afore-

“I think he transacted it with me, :
Judge Gilbert,” she could net help
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