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TORY Told in Detail f’gr the First Time of
the Game of Hide and Séek That

the Confed- -

orate General Played with the Federal Troops.Before
-——-l_ﬁ—z Finally Escaped from the Countryj_

BY JAmg3 WARD CHAPMAN. e

(Conyriaht. 1611, by the New York Hemld Co, All rights reserved )

OBERT TOOMBES was
easily the most pletur-
esque figure among the
lenders of Southern
thought during those
momentous vears which
led np to the time when
the Bouth finally decided
to try the issne of batila
with the North. As lm-
petuons as the torrents
which go coursing
through the rocky gorges
of his native highlands
in Northeast Georgia, he
was as nonchalant as the
sweep of the floodtide,
His was the day when
the orator on the hust-
Ings swayed publie opin-
jon. and .the man who
could win the applause
of the crowd couid feel
confident of the ground
npon which he stood.

The great mass of people did not then have the oppor-
tanity of reading and evolving their OWn thoughts In
pegard to puplie matters, and of necessity left this
largely to thelr leaders.

Up to the time when Tt Was realized that the great
North and the South was ap-
the success of Kob-

ROBERT
TOOMBS

ptruggle between the
proaching, and almost inevitable,
ert Thombs In the fornm and on the hmstings Wwas tt-
tle short of marvellous. Although cf impetnous DA-
ture he was a man of the highest sense of justice be-
tween man and man, regardless of thelr condition or
atation in Hfe and this Wwas a tower of strength to him
In combating opposition before the people.

Robert Toombs had bBeen In the lower house of
Congress and in the Senate for the Iast sixteen years
leaditig v to the time whén he resigned his seat In
the latter hody and east bis fortunnes with the Bouthern
Fﬂllft'iliirm‘.}'. His utterances there had, perhaps,
done more than the words of any other member to
make the struggle hetween the North and the fonth
ineritable. On Tannary 7. 1881, he resigned his seal
in the Senate In a remarkable sapeech. Mr. Blaine sald
of this utteranee that it was the only Epeech made hy
A& representative of the seceding States which speel-
fled the grievances of the Senth amd which namad the
cond|tions upon which the States would remein In the
Union.

"Toombs Was then Jukt fifty.-one years old and in his
full vigor, both mentally and physieally. Going bark
to his nadlve Staté on January 10 he attended as a dele

gate the State Bovereignty Coavention, populatly

known as the secession convention, which was beld at
Milledgevrille, the then eapital 6f Georgia. With
Toombs the die had been cast, and he put forth his
‘greatest powers to take his Btate out of the Union and
suceeeded. In this eonvention Stephens, HIl and
Johnsyn, other prominent leadeérs, cpposed secession,
Toombs won by a vote of 208 against 89,

His native Riate, which wis Always so wear fo hlm
was backing him up, and he felt his leonine power as
mever before. He recked little of consequences

Events came In rapld succekslon for those da¥ys. This -

was due primarily to the fact that Mr., Lincoln wak
to be Inangurated President of the United States on
March 4, and the S8outh wantéd to take action helore
that momentous time should roll ronnd. . On February
4 delegates from a number, though not all, of the
fouthern States met at Montgomery, ‘Ala., te form
the Rcuthern Canfederacy and elect a President.
Toombs was trere as a delegate from Georgia, and It
was generaliy theught that he wowld be named as the
Chief Fxecu*tve of the pew govérnment, but the tide
warned and Jefferson Davie was elocted Tresident

Followlng the cudfom whick had generilly prevalled
Ih the (Mmixéd Etutes government, Toombds belng The
next most promanent man for President, was made
RBecrofiry of Stafe, That the Imperions Toombs Wil
no man for second place In clvil or miitary affalrs
was clearsy demonstrated In the events that followed.
He sevved In the Cabinet for only a few brief months,
and resigulng accepted a position as brigidier general
in the army of Northeern Virginia in July, 1881, He
served there with gullaftry for about one year, Dut
arter the battle of ‘Afitlétam, in which he distin-
gulined bitaself, belng wounded at Its close, ha re
signea his commission in the army and returned to his
home M Gedrgin. He felt that he had not been treated
with {proper consideration by the nuthoritles at Rich
mond, Never again was he connected with the civil or
mihta: y departments of fhe Cqnfederate government,
but he did serve with the State troops around Atlanis
and Bavannnh, g

The govérnment was not carried on according to his
ldeas and he ¢ not éare to take any of the redponsi-
bility on himself. At the close of hostilities he quletly
retited to his home In Washington, Ga. General
Toombs was here at his home In Washington when
Mr. Davis and four members of bis cabinet—Mr., Hen-
jauiin, Secretary of State; Mr. Breckenridge, Becre-
tary of War; Mr. Mallory, Secretary of the Navy, and
Mr. heagan, Postinasfer General—artived on their
fight south from Richmond after Lee's surrefder.
There In an old bank building, occupicd as a residénce,
¥Mr. Diavis Was enfértainéd overnight and Beld his iwét
Cabiner meeting. The party arrived on May 4, 1865,
aud lert ln different directions on the following day.
A few aays later Mr. Davis was capliired about Sev-
eul'trm-e miles further south.

While In Washingfon Géneral Bréckenrdge wpent
the Wlght With Gerferal Toofubs 6t his Home. Next
morniong on leaving his “host he urged him to zecept

o SoTe of ‘tire goid and stiver belonging to the Conleder-
ate Treasury, which had been taken there frcim Ri*m
mond, Seyiog (bat o these teymgtimes he mightsmed
much i oeed of It. But the unfwerving lamgrity LI
Toombs asserted itself and- be posltively refus«d to
takg.a dollar of it, saying that it was not his and he

I

Swould not take It no matter what the exigencles of
the Eliuation might bLe. But pevertheless General
Breckenridge sent him $£5,000 In sacks by some sol-
diers. General Toomhbs still refused the money, but
acting on thelr orders the scldiers threw down the
fnoney in the front yard.

As Breckenridge and all the other members of the
Cabinet had departed, General Toombs sent this
treasare down town to Mr. Robert Vickers, who was
noted for his fatherly care in providing for the soil-
dlers. Many were passing throngh and they were In

need, The writer has seen some of this coln,
which had been kept by the men aAs souvenirs.

The relations between Davis and Toombs were
strained. and the two 4id not meet at that time, but
in 4 ffer vears General Toombs remarked to the writer
that he sent word to Mr. Iavis ‘while he was In Wash-
mgton, Ga., that if he would place himself in his
(Toombs’) hands he would be taken safely out of the
country. But the offer was not accepted. Toombs'
remarkable sneeess in hiding for stx months while the
conptry was being sconréd for him by federal sol-

Géneral Toombs sald the Yankees wanted to take
him through the North as a show, and this thought
made him the more determined not to be captured.
He went well armed and had fully made up his mind
to fight to the last in the event the attempt should be
made to arrest him. The two men travelled generally
at night when golng over the main roads, but these
were avolded when moving during the day. It is re-
markable that they never stopped with people whom
Toombs did not know, but they did not always recog-
nize him. He was somewhat disgulsed, as he wore
a brown jeans sult with sack coat and had allowed
his full beard to grow out. ITe also got some green
goggles to help ‘dlsgulse him, but he wore these anly
a day or two.,

As a young lawyer, and later In his practice and
political campaigns, he had travelled very thoroughly
over that part of the country, having friends and ad-
mireérs everywhere, and now when he so sorely needed
thelr friendship they were drawn the closer to him.
Going to the home of Alexander I.e Seur, on the Sa-
vannah River, his host recelved him with great hos-
pitulity, at the same time twitting Toombs with the
remark:—"You have been fighting wme all these years
in politics, and now I am the first inan yon come to in
your trouble.” Le Beur owned n large island in the
river and Toombs was In hiding Tor a while on this
island, but learning that there were United States =ol-
diers near by on the South Carolina s!de, he decided
that this place was untenable for his pmrpose.

Bending Irvin home with letters to Mr=. Toqgmbs, the
fugitlve started along up the valley of the Bavannah
River toward the mountains of Habersham county.
All this time troops were searching far and near
through the section of country around Washington for
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"% The Two Men Rode Leisurely Along,

Aters and his final escape make it reasonable to think
thns he might have earried out his promise.
Order for His Arrest.

pcretery of War Stanton, at Washington, D. C,
hadl dssue? an order for the arrest of Robert Toombs.
'On May 14 a squad of solders In command of General
Wilide Arrived at Washington, Ga., on the train and,
merching through town, went to the home of Toombe,
WHen they arrived there General Toombs was in the
house, but while his daunghter detained them at the
'?Fr’fm door as Iong Az sie conld, he made his escape
threagh the back premises to his negro quUATters on AD
entiving ‘farm that he owned. From, there he made
his wav to the home of Captain. J. T. Wingfield, two
miles distant. The Intter was captaln of the famons
™n &7t iNery. Which served through the entire war In
1#e's army. He got a horse from Wingfield, and as
he mountad and rode off, in the most nonchalant way,
he remarked:—

“John, 1 have fox hunted all over this country. Now
jet the Yankees eatch me 1f they can”™

Fom thete he made a clgenit of the town to the
home of Sheriff James Dyson, several miles ont, a8
(it Wak Th the firectlion of the monntains of North-
enst Georgla, where he had already deterinined to go.
It was then & wild country,” with ng rallreads, One
of the most striking characteristics of Robert Toombs
was that he nnderstood men as few others ever have,
afil kKrew I whom to repose confidence, He dis-
trnsted the discretion of many whom he knew to be
loyal and courageous.

From the Dyson hame he sent word to Lientenant
Charles E. Trvin, A man of twenty years, who never
knew what fear was, to bring his gray mare Alice and
meet him at Chenanlt's at sunrise next morning. This
was fourteen miles porth of Washington. Toombs
himseif made the trip alone at night on horseback.
Irvin was promptly on hand, and continued with him
in his hidings and wanderings through the many
months that followed. ¥From thefe the two men
erossed Broad River and rode over into Eldert county
to the home of Major Luther Martin, whose parole
Tootabs procured, and from that time omthrough all
¢ his journeyings he passed, among those who did

not know him, as “Major Martin.”

~1he ¢ of a fagitive was entirely contrariwise in
the earcer of the tempestuous Toombs, and he never
liked to 1alk about it, even after it was ali over. Lwur-
lng pig Nfetlwe the writer endeavored to get the story
dicectly from hin, but he declined to narrate it. The
full details bave been procured from Lieulenant Iryig,
who 1s still living. :

Jead to the Huding of Leneral Toombs Iu his

him, but he never encountered them and never In all
his wanderings had to use the parole he had procured.

Having Instructed young Irvin that on hie return he
would find him at Colonel Prather's, on the Tugaloo
River, Toombs wended his way to that mountain home,
where he awalted the return of his scout. DBringing

= |
messages from his home In Washington, CCa., to the

General, Lieutenant Irvin got back to the hiding place
of Toombs after an absence of just one week. From
there the two went to the home of General Hembert,
in Habersham county, this being as seclnded a spot
for concealing a fugitive as could be found In all the
Southern country, Toombs felt perfectly free from hils
pursuers here and spent a good deal of his time in
shooting and fishing. "

But, nevertheless, Toombs was restiess in his moun-
tain resort, as all who knew him can well understand,
and he longed to be the free and bold man of his for
mer daya, At one time he had Irvin to ride.with him
aver to Walhalla, B, C., prospecting, with a view of
renching the Carolina coast, from which be hoped to
find a frievdly ship that wounld bhear him away from
hig native Tand. Here he met many on whose loyalty
he could thoroughly rely, and all with one accornd
warniea hifn that this would be a most dangerous
conrse for him to puarsue. They told him that there
were numerons federal troops between there and the
coast and every port was well guarded. General
Toomls at once gnvé up the iea of trying this route,

Toomibs and Irvin then reinrned to Calonel Rem-
bert's on horseback, the manner In which they Always
tmavelled, and the General continwed to evolve hin
plans for escapihe. He then determined to make an
offort o get omt through the port of Savamnah, and
sent Irvin on the misslofiof preparing the way., The
latter rode down to Washington, Ga., on hor=ehack,
taking messages to Mrs, Toombs., There he took the
train for Savannah, where he arrived duoring the
n'ght.

Stratagem of the Scout.

Here occured an incident which would bhave un-
nerved most moén. The streets were heing patroled by
federal soldiers, and the npext Lisytenant
Irvin had hardly stepped omt of his hotel wWhen he
was promptiy arrested by one of them and marched
to the Zuard house. He thought, of cofirse, that his
mission had been discovered and that his arrest would
jHare of
hiding. lrvin had papers in his pocket that would
betray the whoie affair. Bul Irvio pever oot his bend
for a moment, and there was net a quiter o I

minrniing

L!.i_'i'
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to the officer who had him In charge that & momentons
discorery could easily be made. Unexpectedly meet-
ing a friend, John Weems, on the street, he stopped
him with the remark:—

“John, I am on my way to prison and want to Te-

turn you that money I borrowed from you. I don't*

know when I'll see yon again.”™
Turning his back on the federal soldier, he slipped

these important papers to Weems, who “caught on" at

once and expressed no surprize. Irvin was carried to
the gunard house, ‘where greaily to his relief he found
that the charge against him was “wearing a Confed-
erafg uniform with brass buttoms on it."

In a few moments friends dropped In to see him
and from them he learned that the persons General
Toombs had sent him to Savannah to see were not In
the city, As he was ready to depart the charge
against him was dismissed, and he was allowed to go,
gtil! wearing his aniform and buttons

Lisutenant Irvin got back to General Toombs In thu‘p

mountains the latter part of June, and then another
route of escape was worked out, the one which was
finally successful, though for the time it was frus-
trated and hundreds of miles had to be retraced and
travelled over for the second and third times. Bid-
ding Colonel Rembert, his most hospitable host, good-
by, General Toombs mounted horge, and with
young Irvin, struck out for freedom by way of the
gulf coast, with a view to reaching New Orieans.

It was planned by General Toombs to visit his wife
at home before leaving for a foreign shore. There
was never more beautifal devotlon between man and
wife than that whirh blended the llves of these two
during their wedded life of more than fifty years.
Going down through Elbert county he came as near to

hls

being captured as at any other time during the entire
slx months In which he was evading his pursuers.
One day he insisted on going to the home of Major
Martin, who had served in:his brigade In the army in
Virginia, and whose parole he was carrying in his
pocket. But Lieutenant Irvin inslated that this wonld
be extra hazardous, and finally prevalled on him to go
and spend the night at the home of Colonel W. H.
Maddox. It was well for him that he did, for that
very night a command comprising about thirty sol-
dlers went to the Martin home and thoroughly searched
the place for him. By detouring far to the west the
fugitive and his gulde-struck out on _!_ji:ll‘!'lh‘hﬂi‘t at
night for Wilkes county, of which “"lﬂh!‘ﬁﬂﬂn is the
county seat. They forded the waters of the upper

Rroad river and took refuge at the home of Dubose
Hill, a lurge ‘planter. Irvin went Into town to ascer-
tain if Toombs could make the venture without being
captured, :

Lientenant Irvin found in Washington Captain Lot
Abrabam, of the Eleventh Jowa regiment, with a large
garrison of soldiers, squada from which were being
constantly sent out in search of General Toombs The
yvonthful Confaderate llentenant fell in with the fed-
eral eaptaln In a soldlerly way and leurned all that
he cbuld from him. It was guite remarkable that It
was not once suspected that Irvin was the scount
and gulde for the great man whose capimre Was \O
much desired hy Secretary of War Btanton, and for
whom thousands of federal troops were S0 assidnously
searchine. But Toombs had the incomparable a-
vantage of belug on his native heath and among his
friends, while those who sought him were iu the
enemy's country, as it were.

Reporting back to General Toombs that It would be
{an hazardous for im to venture a visit to Washing-
ton. the latter went on his way alpne down Into the
countics south of thie He told Irvin te meet him
down In Hancock comnty, but s0 well had he cov-
ered his tracks that a few days later when' Irvin un
dertook to find him he found it almost impossible to
Ao s0. Ile travelled back and forth many miles, and
almost any other man would bave glven up the searci
Irvin was quite a youth and was unkpown to these
peaple. e called at the home of Judge Linton
Stephens, In Sparta, and, meeting the Judge himself
inquired for General Toombs, but the Judge &0 flatly
denled knowing anvthing of him that It wninld have
confounded Tryla if he had nnt percelred through
al of this Stephens’ lavalty to Toombs. With great
diffculty Irvin proved his {dentity and his mission, and
then Rtephens agreed to take him to Taomb=. Rut
aven then It was no easy matter to find the fugitive.

It was learned that Toombs had been at the planta-
ton of David IHekson, lrvin, then golng alone, mat
the manager. Mr. Worthen, and inquired about an okl
A ETras when he recelved a slmllar
know mnothiog of him.™
that ha was a friend arnd

man, riding ki e
siprzllng  NnswWer)” Nag. ]
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Irein fina'lly convinced hin

i their splendid horses,
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Worthen told him Toombs had been there and wes
then at Major Gonder's, further on. When It War ¥
difficult for his friends to find Toombs It was small
wonder that others could not.

Loyalty of a Southern Woman.

Riding up to the front door of the Gonder homa,
Irvin found Mrs. Gomder and ber daughter sitting on
the front porch. He made the usual Inquiries that he
had been making for the last several hundred miles
along the country roads, and they made the usual an-
gwers that they koew nothing of the old man on A
gray horse. But Irvin was insistent and wld them
that he had been sent there to ind him. Mrs. Gonder
could not suppress her excitement and, rocking vigor-
ously back and forth In her 'IJ‘I;;.EHrm-Lm;.: chalr, showed
her perturbation to a marked degree. Irvin then told
her that he saw that she knew wore than she was wiil-
Ing to tell. Theu she hlurted oul “Well, ' dle be-
fore I tell it.” It was an annoving delay, bul the young
man finally convinesd Mrs, Gonder of iz sincerity in
endeavoring to ald General Toombs, and she told il
that the General was at the home of Captain “Jack"
Smith, on the Ovonee River

Reaching the latter place the Captain met the young
man out In front of the Hah%e, and in a mannér that
wonld have convineed almost any man In ondibDary
cireumstances denfed knowing anything of an old man
on a gray horse. Buat Irvin had golten a glimpsa of
General Toombs In the house and sent In his namwe,
This at last brought about a reanfon of Toombs and
Bis scout. The two men remained there for sbout B
week, Azhing on the river and leamning all they ronld
in regard to the route that lay before them. It wih
ascertained that the public ferrles were being closely
watrhed by federal soldiers. However, they erossed
in a batean, swimming their norses, and went (o the
home of Josoph Deas, in Wilkirsor ecounty.

Here Toomhs passed as Major Martin and was nf-
known to his host, After supper they conversed to-
gether until Lesltime, when the guestr retired. A
malden sister. who was a member of the house hold,
then remarked to her brother;-="Joe Dleas, I am sur-
prised at you., Don't youn know that = General
Toomhbs?' Without further ado Deas made R hreak
for Toomhs' room, whore he exnressed the great honor
he felt in entertaining him. They had heard him speak
at Toomhshoro seventeen years hefore

From there they went to the home of Colonel David
Hughes, In Twiggs county Uunghoes had been In
Toomhs' brigade in the army, and bhetween the WO
men there wag that comradesnip that is known only
among soldiers, Young Trvin went ap to Macon fo
cast about and gee If 1t would be wizke tn pro eed far
ther. But he found there a great nomber of Unlon
troaps and had reazon 1o belleve that ferries and thor-
onchfares were being very closely gua=ded and eveny
effort waa being made to eapiore Gemreral Toombs,
When he returned and made his report the Ceneral At
once determined to retrace his steps and make his way
back to the mountalns of North Georgia. This was
done with great celerity, and It was vot long befora
the two men were agaln at the home of Cofonel Rem
bert, in Habersham couunty, near the Tennessee [Ine;

Here General Toombs remained quietiy, lrvin golik,
back and forth with messages to the home In Wash-
Ington, Ga. Again, in the month of October, the two
men started ont, this time ™o make a successful trip
over the same route, which finally ended at New Or-
leans. By this time the federal anthorities  had
reached the conclusion that Toombs had left the eoun-
try and bhad ceased thelr vigllapnce, The alarms of
war had in a large measure died away and the country
had taken on a more peaceful aspect. The two men
rode their horses along the publlie roads with little
fear of molestation and fi%es from the delmys which
were Incident to the former trip.

It ‘was on this trip, while passing throngh Hancock
pounty, near Sparta, that General Toombs had a most
sumptuons dinner at a spring In the woods, Linton
Btephens, R. M. Johnson, W. W. Simpson, “Jack"™ Lane,
Edge Bird and other prominent and wenlthy men were
present. Faithful negro attendants did the serving.
On that day a Masonic ldge was assembled and
Toombs was Initiated Into the mysterles of that order,
In the days which followed he found the fellowship
of Ma=oury of Iincalculable bepefit to him. He was
afterward a high Mason and to the end of his life a
most devoted one. These stanch friends who enter-
tained him on that day, on his départure from them,
furnished him all the gold coln that be could earry.

It was not untll they had reached “Old Tazwell,"™
down 1o Southwest Georgla, not far from the Chatta.
hoochee River, that the nearest escape from capture In
al! their journeyings occurred. Golng over the rise of
a hill they rode right Into a command of Upjon sl
dlers. Turning back would have heen fathl, and the
only course to be pursued was to put on a bold front
and with perfect nonchalance ride on, The officer b
cominand stepped out and saluted them. What nexf?
He dropped a remark that completely relieved . the
feellngs of the wayfarera. He was only admiring
He konew nothilng and thay
knew all. There was not & word nor an act that would
arouse suspicion, and the two men rode lefsurely
along. But it was perhaps the closest call yet expae
rienced by Robert Toombs. il

“But the night shall be filled with musle -
And the cares that Infest the day
‘Bhall fold their tents like the Arabs
: And as sllently steal away.”

The two men stopped that night at the home of &
Mr. Brown, where they found guesis assembling for a
great wedding. The danghter of their host was Lo (77.]
married that night and all were making merry. It
need not be sald that General Toombs was the mést
welcome guest of all the assemblage.

Accompanied by his faithful gumide Toombs went
from there to his plantation, in Stewart county. He
had been in the saddle fgr #=ix months and had thor-
oughly tired of It. Here he procured an ambulance in
which to travel., When he left his gray ware Alicg
ghe nelghed for him In a manner that wais akin to &
human farewell. The two men crossed the Chatin-
hoochee River Into Alabama and took the traln at
Evergreen, Not caring to ran jnto Mobile on the traln
they got off at Tengas and took a boat for that t‘ill}'.
But it looked as If they had gottan infon harnets” nest,
az the boat was Tull of federal soldlers. However,
without any untoward incident they landed &t Mobile
and went immediately to the home of the author, A lan
Aungusta Evans,

Recognized Aboard Ship.

Here GGeneral Toombs remained untdl Lieuntenant
Irvin went over to New Orlesusand perfected arraoge-
ments for him to paRsE o0l thrompgh that ot From
the Spanish Comsul be got a pn.Napoit for Major Lather
Martin to Havana. Going back % Moltle Irvin ne-
companied Toombs by steamer to Noaw Orleana,
Aboard this steamer at night a man stood in a fdnor-
way and eved Toombs very « loselw, Irvin stepped out
and engaged bitu in conversation with a vlew to throw-
ing him over the taffrall, but hi- found that the man
was Colanel M. C. Fulton, of Geosgla, nnd friendiy to
i jeneral Toomba,

Roaching New Orleans (ienera' Toombs went to Tha
haome of Colonel Marshall J. Smith., Irvin went vt
and bovght him a fine sait of clothes I"utting thels
on he drove In a closed carriage down to the dock and
woent aboard the steamship for Havana. After His
jong experience as a fugitive he gtrode the deck the
lordly man that be was, agalnst Irvin's protestationa
He was recognized by Gepernl Humphrey, marshal of
Texas, hut @ =steamship so0n departed and Toombs
was safe from Lis pUrsmers

By way of Havana he wenl to Parls, where e was
fnined a few mouths after by his wife. BEhe remaingd
with bhim for a vear, but retnrned bomie

i Jwaoralinit

ahead of him of the death of their 'ﬂﬁlu‘gi
1mBose. Generagl Toombs remaln

Mr=, D. M

abroad till 1808, when he retarned by way of Canadh.
Fromn there he went to Washington, [y, ., whare Ba
hafl & long and friendly Interview with President JohRe .
800 He returned to hls home In Georgha, ﬂPi'Ffm
molestaed.  Heé was hionored by his home people as Tew
oiher men have been honored. He died wre on Dee
comber 10 1885, The town clock was stopped ti)
yfier his horlul and every U ildiog In town was dr.m

LT g

more than

¥ g
1

LER LG+t




