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OME kind of patioma! movement to prevent
the enormous annual waste of mushrooms in
the Unitedd Blales, estimated to he equal In
food value to the entire agricuktural product of
the country, i not omly essential but Is actually

ssmmencing.

" The State of Miunesota bas the honor to be the

lender of the movement In America. It has just issued

free to every citisen In the Btate, an S8vo hooklet of

190 pages and 124 liustrations to teach people the

difference betwéen edible and poisonouns mushrooms

the former of which Americans have too long con-
temptuously passed over as “toadstools.” Professor

Frederick E. Clements, State Botanist, In his preface

‘makes the following statement: —

“An Important object of the ‘Guide to Minnesota
Mushrooms’ is fo ake available with safety the enor
mous crop, which ls now almest entirely wasted
through fear or neglect. It Is perhaps idle to estimate
the #ise or value of this crop, but If that part which
fs rendily sccessible is alone considered the number
~of pounds of Minnesota will reach hundreds of thou-
sands. Figureq on the market price of the cultivated
mmbreom, the total value of the mushroom crop of
the State can hardly be less than a million dollars
Just what would be the effect of utilizing this food
supply is a matter of conjecture, hut there can be littie
doubt that it would prove fortunate from the stand-
point of dletetics as well as of economics. Coples of
the booklet ave furnished free to the citizens of Mlnne-
sota, and tem coples to each of its high schools, acad-
emies and c Citizens will feel free at all times
to send to the Departmeni of Botany of
the University of Minnesota at Minneapolis, to be
named.” :

Although the 1910 crop of the American farmer
was valoed at alinost one billion dollars, it bas been
well demonstrated by sclentists who know that more
than that value in edible mushrsoms, measured as a
foodl supply, goes to waste annually within the United
Mates. Forelgn governments for several years have
been exertinglthelr avery resource to teach tbeir cith

s WRERRIE. SNintve Marvesonsly gee- ~plougbed fields, woods and groves, many of them far

erous pupply of so-called toadstools. France has a
oeniral free school and axposition at Rouen
under direttion of Professor Faul Noel, Ditector of
Agriesltural Entomelogy, and other schools el=e
whare, teaching citisens how fo select and otillze the
bast edible species.
- Bvity afternoon In season Professor Noel, who Is
aleo Both ani accomplished cryptogamist and an epl
care of the first order, lec to packed audiences
of country folk, de ting the great food re-
sourcas (o be fosnd In the edible mushrooms growing
plentifully in the Immense fornsts of Normandy. Hun.
ln-hﬂMmmd'ﬁn tables In front of hiw,
by -ﬁhﬂm 6 i able to diferentiate in simple
lafiguage between the edible, polsenous and woody
M_ of the desirable types bave been
organired France, and especially in Parle, (o
éaAbl4 the pobrest citinens to go out dally and coilect
the richest of foods, both for their owa congimp! o
‘a0l 1o sell in the markets, where thirty species have
gorérniment sauction and Inspectivn.
s regular, systemalic instruction in all

to familiarize children thorough'y

A permanent exhibition I+ main-
 @orernment waguus coliect speci-
_olasses.  Germauy bas similar free
eltisens compose the dlasses, (o
mmahrboms. Japan, while not
Enown types of colomercial mush-

of the effeugy of - cultivating
‘mosl delicions edible species,
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e Enormous Natural

Perplexing ypholoma
(Hypholomas Per plexum ) Edible

PAROTOS BY W. H BALLOU

. ny Aminita l(.:f#nnrfl Mascarew) De.dlj'
Poison

beiter eating® From time Jmmemorial our ETeatesl
and fhost valuable food crop has gone o wasie, mu~h
of It Fight beErors
whoam the food problem i 8 very serious ane people
who have-to scrape and snffer to gt the rommonest,
voarses | 11rt1|.'-.5|..||-|1 noet o he .'umllnrt_-d in any ne-
spect to the despised perishing belore
their eyes,
Starving Amid Plenty.

In a smali New Jersey village | saw a tramp fall,

e eves of

“toadstonis™

1 ires coveredd with muah-

falnt wirh hunger, noder
roams (Plenrotih from
Hmbs, enough to have fed jhe sympathizing roterie of
villagers that gaibhered arowml bim He bad only 1o
strateh up his hand for food that in this particalar in
stance would huiive been good enough Mmw. | can oniy
poorly compare the exiurnordinary, the distressing
waslefulpess of o¢ e self-propagating wusproom
depnsits of nnlon heldl pra:
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Ihise y among the

| e

o
tin that «f our - far
vaster and meore valnabile than onr conl Beds, The
comparison = e Yheanes the peat will stay where |t
1 amd even :.,'.:.'1 w ol wanted, while our mushrooms
soon die and rot like a fiTawberry ol on & vine, How
quickly we plck the berry When ripe! How scornfully
we pass by the desjised tosdsioni, wurth many thmes
more food value in cald vash®

It miist be adntitted, however, (hatl there has heen

Bl X

qulie a growth of people In This couniry who

revognize the valhe of mushrooms springiag ap in
their viciulty and gatber them. The pniversity amd
college slemeyt—ihat™w, the professors sud 1heir fam-
jlies—Tlurin a class in many communities of titls 1ype.
jed by the professors in botany. Amoug the people
generally are sowe chservieg Americans who hare
be#n abroad and know with whal care many foreigm
mations gather and est mushbfooids thal ave vl i
ble ansl whi have learned what (ypes o leave nlone,
by reasou of their polspnons, wuodly or fluvoriess con
It would uot be characteristie of crawded

Rurope and Baugiand to negiect snch Puormous food

o pesantees-or-toFail to-sharch daily every nook and cor:

ner. We are called au exiravagant people. but for
ulher reasous thau (Gose abuve. 563
When 1 cousider our wasie af peal and mushrooms
1 feel like adding that we are reckiessiy and erimianlly
extravagiot. ls i uot criminal when we have a mill-
lon peaple u poTerty 1o let miltions of dollars’ worth
of food and Tuel tp cvok & with perish before car
“htﬁl“ﬁl’mmmr} 1y o
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An Italian Gathering Edible
rooms on the Palisades,
¢ Armillve Melles )

Fat Pholiota
{f"hl‘]!pqu -'f-fl'

posa) Edibie

= Y

Puff Balls in the Youa
Edible Stage (Colvans Coe i

farmas )

Scaber ) Edible

Oyster Mushroom Pleurotus
(Ostreasns ) EAible

masses of peogne o

The jnpan-;w Mushroom of Commeree
the Shitake. Growing on Oak Wood
[ Armiiiaria Ededer )

b
irees. fur lnstance, the apples of wlich are worllh oo
che-fourth as morl a pouodd

The powdds, rosis nud rofe do vast dawag
i salie Time theéy prepare Yhe way for 1he grow h
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7. Detecting Poisonous Speries.

Very little in=truction ia reaily memded Ly teachers
ot pabtis owm ‘e différeoces of potiois ad edibie
ufﬁﬂhf;,_llml: i'l"l-‘j' I.I.!.-'l-'i LN T 1aus ..I Fow y'::l'-.-l-.
cotipse oh, say, Bfty species of 200l and bad oS
rooths that grow ia the lecallly wlhere they Dol h
They will soon easily po dlble f0 deiocl these spe-
cles growing wild ;.ml]?’nt thedn 40t Lo schelars, fTom
¢arliest spring i loaest awidupg, and in Santhe™
Siutes all the year arputnd. Al dpmbiful forins oAy
be left slone of pitked. diied in un oven or in fhie sun
and submitted to the nehrest expert for knowiodge of
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Coral Fungus (Sporassis Herbstir ) Edible

thetn. ln Neorth Carclina v uidwioter 1| have seeh
tonns of edible mushrooms go to waste. On a singie
dead tree | bave seed oKD sSpeciiiels 1y feed aul-
erad Fuomiies,
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