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For the changed coniltilons te which his chlid’s un-
rest was due Crommelin blamed Stepoenson, who
ad flnunted his wealth antil eomparizsons had become
e blamed tlm. too, for the
cnpssment on the Urommelin [raperty-—a
JDringing
with It an Increase in taxation beyomd resch af Hmived
Andl the exlgency of the moment was a
i seant four dayve In which
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Planning the Decd.

ouse the rasping

From Dehind bhim within the
whir of a elbck amnonpeing s Intentlon to tell the
thise Ioke harshiy fulr the silence. and Crommelin
darted mulitly, Wwith every nerve ua-tingle, and
it .I'Ehh'«". d abrogtiy, « L lean hands clulehing hard

a the arms of his chmie. Hpl) as in & quirk success
sion of strokes the hour of widnight was signalled. he
sulled grimiy Dehind |l magking dark, commanded |
“Kia resolulion, stosd up, and with a deap breath Jifted
< his small, indecislve chin and squarad his narrow,
doweping shoulders :

Anuiher moment snd he stepped from the Il'llﬂ-r
to (e grifelled walk Abd thence to the lawn and
moved away nnder tbe codars, a shadow beneath
shadows, coming eveniually abreast of the privet
ellge. Here he galned a claser, less interrupted view
of the negr slile of the Stephenson dwelling and saw
it dark from roof to plinih. Creeping ajoug the fringe
of turf that divided the grounds from the sandy river
peach, bhugging rhe gloum - of Jhe archilug foliage, he
made shie that the windows of the imposing Colonlal
columned front showed no glimmer of light. At the
far corner of the grounds, turniog to bis left, be
dodged stealthily from shrub to shrub, ontll the third
gide of the bouse came hlankly Iito view,

There remiined now oaly the regr 1o be Insp. . ced,
pul as he had determiid on this'ss his point of en-
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trancs. and as he had yét to make certaln prepara-
tlons for his adventure,- e excluded It from his pre-
Hminary survey. That the house Slept Le entertalned
no doubt _

Rknikingly, with-norelaxed clution, be had ¢ffected
his return. and was dlmbing the gentle slope of lis
owh weed grown [awn, relleved alinost 19 ease W hen
sudflen!y the shork of the 'l::l'_Jt-l[Hh'[m] checked him
in graping affright. The next Instant he was made
aware ihat the object which had brushed roughly
agninat him” wal hla aown Beotrch eollle. and as, still
tremb!ing., he whisperipgly commaulléd +he dog 1o
sénce he congratulated himself that The incident
had océurred when and where It had. He would pro-
vide agaionst réepeiltion Ly locking Shep n the toal
hoDEe,  ~g . ’

Thé ton] honse was at the back, on. the edge of the
garden, amd thither e gropimgly made his way, with
Now that his fright was over
Buot the squalor

the dag at his hesls,
the anlmal’s presence heartened him
of the place, dimly Uinminated by a lantern, inflicted
a fresh wound of discomtent. The tools were few and
old, ®ome of them were Hroken and uselegs.  He

shhal Vilg tan dAeabiled lawn mower, The
gcythe, it fractored bidde riedd &1th rust. stAbbed his
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Y Pram a jurohlé c.ftl'lnﬂy sncking, ofd carpet and
[/ Wor out ¢lothes In apfe cormer he eetradted a sulit
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biack, and pulllng !
stood trausformed. From a plece of the sacking he
caut 8 mask with Jwo perforitions 1o serve AN
holes and dafMxed hits of twine at the =lde to tie back

anil after e

put it Then
that had once beeod
His grizzied head.

walstEoat .
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moving
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“Ye
of hlg head. Laving this for the moment at one shile,
he T;Ffll"l"!‘\"ll"'l'“ to rip from An anclent overebat the
lower ha!T of a capacious sléeve, In which, in turn,
e made a three-sided When the eleeve sec-
tion whe drawn down effectually
darkening 1t, the incislon became a fAap o be Ifted
dt will and so shed light in any desired directlon-—
a rinde Imitatlon of 1he ol sivile dark lantern. 4|

The Masked Man.

These preliminaries completed, Crommelln adjogted
his mask, with somellilgg of 0 qualm. It seémed to
him the very slgn .:lrnl!_ symbol of the outlawry In
For Jnst a
He conslderad post

Incision

over his Iantern.

which he wan about 10 engmEge. moment

his heart threateped (o fall him.
ponemient. In the four days remainlng something might
happen to make his crime unnecessary. A miracle
might wrounght In ~Lhe of n
liberal retalpning fees And then he n-ml-mlrf*rwi {hat
to-morrow and the nights following his .oppor-
tunity would be léss favorable. To morrow his wife
and danghter would return. To-night, save for the
presence of the old rolored serving woman, who went
to bed earty-and slept soumdiy, e was at home mlome.
It he® were to act at all  must be now. He had no
right to trust te accldent, to remote possibilities.

#tephenson, moreover, deserved a lesson. Mo man
was Justified In parading his riches before the uan-
tartunate and then tempting them by leaving his back
door habitually unlocked and his treasures unguarded.
And this was what Ellery Stephenson had been do-
ng. It had become a habit of his, indeed, lo boast
of the honesty of the community in which he had
chosen to make his snmmer home.

“No ome thiunks of locking thelr doors down here”
he had repeated agaln and agaln. "l never think of
lwking mine, and many a time | have had a thouo
sind dollars and more in cagh_in the top drawer of
my desk. Indeed, It's very rarely that | haven't sever-
al bundred dollars there,

Cromellin had beard blm use those very worda,
one evenlng, ag, walking In beyond the
privet hedge, he chatted [ OW I
Théy had soggested bothing to Crommelin then ex-
capt to addied
“pompous hraggart,” wilch
reason (0 apply to his ostentations apd unsociable
nelghhbor (Mhers In had Mr
Srephenson express himself o much the same man-
ner. Some regarded if a The less
sclentions consldered It a refleciion on their cofrage
if not ou thelr sagaciiy: and there had been threats
T

Lo shape client with a

N

his garden

with a2 gunest from

besiow RO nphasis upon fhie 1eFin

long before he bad found
hven rdl

thie villnge

covmpliment. 0T

made. which Crommelln, thovgh belleved them
ille or jocose, had pevertheleds reprebended. And
now, that which then' bad seemed to him too o
iguitons to speak of, even Im Jest, he wis hlmse|f
actnally about to perform.

Hastily, with a distinct effort of wlil, be took up his
mifMMed laptern, opened the door just wide efioungh
to permit the exit of s own body, and closed s
latched It on the lmprisoned ¢olile, Passing L he
rear of the tool bouse. he took the path through the
gamlen, cut dlagonally withered
berry beds, and, finding a gap in the prive hedge,

squeezed through it juto the Ntephenson grounds.

porripsa il sirmw

The Liyely Imagination.

There was bere a little grove of young plum Irees,
which fofmed a counvenleut shield for his approach
Lor ghe back of the hionae., Nevertheless he moved
timorously, with rapidly beatiug beart,. HMN project
had mow become Instant, and that which in theory
had appeared simple and easy,. began to loom big with
danger aml possible fallure. .

On the edge of the grove he paused and ran his
gaze ap and down the high, gray wall of the sleeping
dwelling. The windows were, without exception,
dark, . From all bnt one the red and white awnings
had been ralsed. This one was on the secoid foor,
directly above (he trellised kitchen porch, ahd the
jowered awnlng so obscured It that Trommelin could
pot tel! whether the sash was up or down,

lo his nervous trepidation he could fancy Stephen-
L hlmﬂlf.ﬂn-phll because of the bheal, sitting be-
side this rear seaward window watching through the
gloom. What 4f those discerning eyes should pick his
figure out of the black? What If. as he grawlefd up
the three poreh steps, a revoiver should fash-in quick
report and he should drop dead or roo wounded to
stagger away, and so be discovered and bis family
forever disgraced? 5

He stood 2 long while looking op at that ®indow,
Once he thought he saw something white wove there
and drew back In excess of téar. Bat after a time
bis. reason prevalled. He chid himself for coward-
jow. He recalied once agaln the urgency of hls heed
Heé reviewed the occasions opn which (his man, his

L}

L}

i g W
X ! g : L

s feoge ! y 5 i T L .

e X gt P T i Ed L L o

__:':':':."'_n.-l. ) 1.‘ Ea s _ e

- a_.': -
9 E e

™ i S my xy By

Rext G0
Il a8 |
tice; the o«
hgd been as TU
He 5

Wit

BT
el T L
tng his garden pa
molnrF ©ure A

- 2 3
runabont or guiding
[he Fivi
l1'r 1

fhat

oL

mall order hnslness h.t. -"1.\:11“ PAOr SOAD with poor

premiums to thé- gulling of peor people.

The arralgnmént acted ppon Crommelin dnd his

rowardlee as a pempier irritant I

aroused his miiati
-I{'I f . | :| s | Vi%
might Hide.. Briskly he

el
benen

indignation; It
bislal] 3 forfward to hi

ered awning and . all

.
= t'l-".' IRILs

that it

crassed the tennis eonrt, swifily he passed

the grape arbaor, and unfalteringly, but Wil
effort pt quiet, mounted

Hred porch

three stepa to |1

1
I-Ill"I i

|!'il‘

The neement of

fumiliar to plmn
mansion
oL L0 1.

A rr:
ately Bever

ter. while the
INY It

Fir' K mew
-

repted the
through
hie °

the right,

Hrq'ill‘“'t -Cl-:l_ -!-.__r:i”-'-.| M=

the dining rocto o

gyeéerlooked hla own ['11'-.:i-"

Having found fthe Kitcler
Jowi kel :
his slioes. i then, wi
nnly to get his
kitchen to butler's pantry, galned
skirted on

but wide open, heé pan
..||- g | i
e

[Hrn

instant DearilEs [T EE TN §

i the dlinl

ETeRt g H

tiptoe the

WO,

-

L ¥ a
talbve, with iis rm-in-ii.l(: chalrs, and reached at length
his gl : -
The Fight in the Dark.

With infinite cawtion be bad progeeded thnus far,
medsuring sachstep with band extended - sgaiust
wolilsion with furalrure: paosing each second with
Alert ear 1o cah the slighrest swaming soThvl \ 1idl
go®, with ome foot acress [ie threshold of (he study,
be came to & Tull halt; srrested not by sight or hear
ing, but by smell T‘J‘" !'t':;L of a smoking kerosens
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So costending they moved in a crcle, each panfing e
peegth, cach striving for the supecme et

redurned to order, really, gply when. he was oul
again under the starry sky in the still alr of the
summer night. ronwing i stock inged feet across Lhe
sleme cropped, rolled tarf of the tepnls coart.to rhe
sapctwary of ¢he ltle grove of young plum trees, his
shoes and his lagtern left behind him, his under-
raken crime tile, hls pursult and detection #till »
terrifying prssibility f

e paused bhere to look back. ~Hée had smifll doabt
that the bouse bad been asrvosed by i(be eocounter,
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A Tormented Mind.

g

hear ¢criesa of alarm;
prevailed, unpens-

He expecied to Meghis, 1o
hut the Jdarkness and silence 81
tratdd and onmarred. Apd at L& e Was selned, with
a Tresh torwment, a8 memory echoed again that re
sounding thud of skull against unyleiding Roor W hiat
ir SRiephenson should have beeld Ki T e
pecident!  Refore the responsibility ol
Counld he hope for immualty from man's discov
They wonld trace him, perhaps, by his shoes,
the dantern would be fiited to
hatf in old overcoat In the [vun =i,
he must hide 1 atvercoat or - -bary it
too. bl out his shoe prints in the zof't . soll
Apd both of these PMeCRU:

vy
i ol would
e
ary !
'he bhail
T of Wil
herefore
He mst
of the strawberry
tlioma mu=t be-{"Efrn Al once 3

He hastened forwand, harassed, hysterically astie
with tmpatlence, Ilrritably he snatcebed off his mask,
which must be disposed of, teo. - Perspiration was
m every pore of his face ahid neck, bl 1t
He squeezed ronghly . throagh the
and started the gATden . on
Half way to Lhe T-H‘t houses the frantic halt
of the lmprisoned cellle arrested him
apprebension He knew that excited
i) 14 milstake 1t meaning. There
was some one within the gromnds bhesides himself.
Swift as he fancled he hyd been, his suspeciing pur-
gners hiadl e ewilfter, '11!1"'}' |Iﬂ.l! Fvica s il "'.
had found him absent, which would be almost
equal to conviction in lteelf ’
sgitateddly he beégan to divest himeslf of hizs nYer
To he discoversd so clad at snch an honr wonid
add el to the other clreumstinces The
faded Jean vy niow among the withered
yInes, ol M had started (o rewmpove tha
sufidenty. the while of hin " sheka,
showing palr against the dark, 1'II'I"|I'I“"I‘ th him tha
idleness of lis attempted deception. The combina-
tion of these socks, with the disgarded ghoea, which
mitst eventually illsraversl, WnrR 1D ll.fl!'l'll'”"ﬂl!‘
condemnaiory (o bhe gilnsakl And w0, ofce more, e
glod, quakingly inert, peering through the a-'_-l'l'lITIT"'III

a gllmpse of thé moving shadows which lie
must be {1here Andd all the w hile the dog™s
hining hark fontinyed without i-egant hon,
bl Adlssefible, and obedienjly he
dropped 1o bis getermined (o himeelT Io
ihe dark of the garden patch by Iying prone - upai
the sgil. - But ence more the nnforeseon perversely be-
traved him: for one knee, coming In contaed with the
1-.,|-+j:|1 efdege of o Torgotten hoes. wrnng from Lim ngninst
his will'a little ery of pain as be sprang. b K to [he
npright

At a man's figwres emerged from
the dimpess of the lape, less thAah 4 doxen yards away,
and a volee rang oul In gunestion

it yon, Mr, Crommelin ¥

énlalnin the clreumstanees
|rad ][:q"'|.1.|.: was now out of the gquestion.
cremar he commanided his volce,

“Yen" lie *What do yon want?¥’

“Jot a telegram for yon," "the volre NUNDE bark.
sCouldnt find a soul about the hounse; bul seeing your
door was open thought you must be near by

The Telegram. i

Crommelin, partly reassured, jolped Lhe messenge?
in the ane.

“Telegram!" he exclaimed, *“Telegram al {his time
of “L“hq'!" Jnsianily hie thounght was nf L= alisent
wife and dauglter., his own danger for the timnme for-
gotten. The man who had hrought it he recognized
and be told him he migl# sign his own book, 11 wWaas
ton dark for him to s&e (o0 Wrile,

“ANl right.” was the r'rII-H' 111 mnke o guess At
the thme. Mnet be about twelve thirty ning i

Crommelin, siriding off ln his anxions haste
awcertain the contents -of the [Mtle envelope in his
hmigd, was sCArCely conscious of elther remark or
guestion: but later Lini urred to him In Al thelr
I’I'jll'[ !I:T11lil':lfl1 ¢, pa HRIng the moment al which he
was mat coming from the direction of the scene ol
the asmault. A lawyrer himself, he realized fully the
importanee of such evidence. What » hie had
beenn to fapcy Lhat e of a past blameleas
record, a past bonorsbles and unquestioned standiog,
suspirian's Anger would be tarned aside' It wias an
if cooning andh malignant Nemesis had Areg
gl “then trapped blim ALl fvery tarning
behind klm, ke T [ T iy

hiase, Lhe miarks of his trall

In his little, plainly farnished sitling alone
now with his threatenad safety, his jeoparded lberty,
the opened ielegram In his shaking fingers, the last
'.1-"_-.-_ lottering props aof his courage broke aud

rumbled, asd he fell prey to.an overwhelmlogly
poignant angulsh of spirit It was pot only that
wd tried and falled, not only that he had yielded Lo
temptation to meet the lnevitable disgrace, but that i<
had now, very lnstaot of his undolng, beed
proved unnecessATY

For the message which had ¥o alarmed him had been
a hand reaching out to lift him

“(onsin James Aled suddenly this afternoog,”
read. *"They say you are his principal legates

(Cousin James! He was worth a bundred thousand
ir wan worth a cent. Poor Cousin JAames, whao
prided himself so much on his famlly! Ah, well! He
woild he spared knowledge of his kinaman's degrada-
tiom. Why he who bad given him the seal
ring with the Crommelin frins, The peal cing which
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The Missing Ring. "

tarne<d agath;: lof,
lttle Ainger for reverential view of the
riog wileh he had_worn
And then, In
aliing hand
ifid from wrias
lerked him-
TRt
iITeE Woarn
asked
Lot Wy (1
down
wlow
iyl

And thers hia musing abruptly
FETETINITIE
gift, Crommelin saw Lhat (he
hakhimally for a score of years was gone
a flash. he rempmbered
had ron from slestve to wrisl
amdd from which he had finalty
for that very finger

||:|_

the slipplng
which
tn ANEeETE
selT & with s 1orfure

He- rose to his feel
oA rpat What conld
htmeetf Bark #®md 6
head until he grew ieg
again and walled [ e
trains of minutes: and
stANty eXpeciani

The dawn, painting.gray his w ndow panes, Toand
himh walting yet. ¥ el Fhe ®sun burned
throngh the glaxs In fames from Lhe rimeoned sast,
and sleepless, he tarried,

When the cloek struck eight he went into Lthe dining
rsovm And sat at.fahble. but he did oot eat As~hé mat
thers the knock sounded on the door--the knock De
had walted for so long. 115, #2)

Ha rose as one joyed over a suspelise ended, passed
plong the parrov hall, tuwrned the key andg then the
knobh, and flung the dooar wide, He was stlll in his
shirt aleeves, ofill In his whiie stockinged feet.

But what be paw made him thisk he had fajlen
asleep and dreamed Eliery Stephenson, fresh
sharen, smartly garhed gt before bim smi'- It
seemefl to him, a lliile embarrassed y

“1 hope 1 haven't disturbed you, Mr, Cerommelin, ™
he began. “You'll pardon my calllng at wuch an hour,
ot 1'm off for town on the 820 traln, and | wanted —
indeed], 1 felt | must see you before | wenl. You see,
I've never attempted o intrude uwpon. you before,
That's my way. 1 realize my own shortcomings. |'m
a seif-made man, and—well, | kpow how- it s with

fr .
il began
he delaving
irth ha  walked
WenRr "hen i
drngged thelr
waltedd - wnlted

rr:-1 1K
thvem
with

II1.1

Licrs

mtiid Inie

whilie i

_you old family propie who count ancesiry above vy

gar raomey. 1 couldn't help feeling I'd rather you'd
speak first. Bo, an 1 say, Lve kept to my side of the
fence. But It seems there was a thlef aronund here
last night who refitied you first and then trind it on
me. He An't get anything at my place, theagh, |1
(L] him. We had a Hitle senffle, and --this e
really a good ke, Nir. Cromumelin. He left this ring
of yours in my hand 1 recognized i &l once, Trom
the eut of the Crommelin arms in that hoek of ‘Congl
Families' which 1 think a relgrive of yours eomnpli
Mr. James Crommelin, wasa't it

L.
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