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Hereward Carringlon, Recent'ly

- Assistant to Professor Hyslop,

Shows

That the Achievements of

Oriental Wonder Workers Are the
Result of Skilful Trickery . gHes

YETERIES of Hinda magle, of those bewll-
dering and lmpressive .feats which hold the
lom of the bebolder in thrall, are re-
trickery in a remarkalde

vrochure by Mr. Hereward Carrluglion which
has just been puablisled (o landon lu the AnDRis ul

¥ l'iil"'ll L I PR P

Pavehic Research.

_ Travellers from time Immemorial have tald

der of the il fakirs

banffled the Oecldental mind and L-fl the lmpresslon
that they were genulnge sapeérnafural manifestntlons

- in the lght of (he
All these l[deas -or

wWinn-

10l performuanees RITE whikch

which could bot e explained
knowledee of the Western worlid.
mo=t of them, at least, are sentl gilmmering by the
expost of the methods of the supposed thanmalur
glsta of the Orlent, most of whose achlevemenis ale
now proved to be merely the trickery ol adepl char-
latana,

Mr. Carrington untll recently was assistant to I'ro-
fessor James H. Hyslop, of the Soclety of "sychical
Hesearch, of this city, and has bhad a while eX peri-
ence as an Investigator of pagchle phenomena of all
kinds. He recentiy returned from Jtaly, where he
examined Into the clalms of the noted medium Ea-
eapla- Paladino, and has made first hand
etudles of the work of BEpliritunlists,

This Iast volume, “Hinda Magle,” 1s gathered from
Lis own experience and also from that of his father,
an Anglo-Indian, who made extensive studle®d of.the
Mr. Carring-

hie fllso

melhods of the fakirs of the Far Fast.
ton, before he devoted himself exclusively to psychle
gindles, was a maglelan and his own facllity In leger-
demaln peculiarly fitted him for the rdle of a delver
into the mysteries.of the Yogl art.

He Is now a resident of New York,
He sets forth

ha 18
in

w here
engnged In Independent research.
his introductioy that he will describe the chief tricks
performed by the pleturesque practitioners, although
e does not by any means deny that there are certalm
of them ‘who have powers beyond the ken of ordinary
meni. He strips most of the performances of which
the redurning tourists tell with bated breath of mwch

of thelr enshrouding mystery.

The Mango Tree Trick.

(ine. af the star performances of Hindoa magle 1a
t he irlcH. It Is thrilling In the extreme,
as all eve wilinesses of It agree,. “There r first pre-
sented -for the Inspection of the spéctators a seed,
which, after solemn Incantations, the fakir burles In
earth amd waves a cloth gver it. In the twinkling of
an eve he eanses It (o spront, 1o urn“: A plant, npsl
fnally to evalve a tree which before the eyeés of the

mango (ree

azsemblage Is seen in rapid growth. =E %S

luch by Ineh the plant I8 sefn rieing out of the earth
and unfolding it leaves In the light of day. The ob-
server 1% certain that he has seen<the laws of nature
sl ot pought, and many Is the fale Told, In all slocerity
andd wonderment, of this remarkable sign of the power
of lllf;- h|:1r'.:q|_11 will,
. The traditional method of performing this trick-
it varles so lHttle that It may be considered that there

1a

anil
a standard method of procédure—Is described, by
Mr. Carrington. The performer comes forward almost
nude, He loin cloth, which not
permit of anything belng con enled. He has no culfs
in which objectg might be hidden, because he ling wo

has a smnall would

shirt to which they conld be attached
The very sifaplicily !|.|,-1r."|r1"rn‘=1.'.uf'ﬂh-- propertise
Ly the fakirs disarms suspicion. They uke nn
They perform in the' open air, In some grove, on
an open plain o There
= nothlng to create a~susplelon of prearringeinent
The Takis
a tin vessel filled with water and another contalning

a falr sizged measure of loam or sand. perfectly dr

LTETRY ]
ul gy
even an the deck of a ship.

approgehes hearing a little earthern pot or

(‘arelessly ne 1:'I||-'l'|'~ in one bhand severnd seeds of the
IAOED Lrve
Simple Equipment,.

Across one bare arm I8 fung a cloth ahout four fect
gaqunre, whish he shakes out before the spectators,
showlng one side and then the aother, Nothing bnt the
fibre can ‘he sf¢gn. So sitmple are the poor and cheap
equipments-thar the fakir seems to have that the spec-
tators look at him In good natared Indifference at first,
Wouldl anybody, ke to ook at the mango seadd? He
passes them aroond, and, surely there is nothing re
markable abont them.

The fakir makes a mud ple or a8 pyramid of mud,
for a1 he squats on the ground he has mingled to-
gether a little earth and water and monlded the
mass into form. And the mange séed! Which one
woukl- mem _sahib have planted? This one? It
makes no difference. He places it In the top of the
lttle prramid and presses the mad all aronnd It
Then he throws the cloth over It and places his bare
nrms under the little tent =0 formed, mul Ix seen
golng through the motlons of patting the little mound
mwore tightly about the mango seed.

As the arms of the performer are entirely bare It
seems ta the apectators to make no difervace what
he does.  Bometimes he marmurs -welrd locantations
or causes & beating of drums, Then off comes the
cloth awmd there, quite natummily, may be seen two tiuy
green leaves showing above the monnd.

If there b any one who doubis that the sead s
actnally growing the faklr pries the seed out. of the
top of the mwound and ihl'l_:ll'll hilm the tiny roots which
arg growing out of the bottom of it. After everybody
is= satisfied the fekir puts the cloth back again over
the seed amd the mound, manipalates a little more

explanations which have bweén urged concernjug this

trick were that the observers were hypostized or that

w-.-i"“l' .1.-|,'-I*ﬁ,!: Inennsg o
e

pature was redlly made by
Gullify her own LTrwa,
T e

plhienomenon s anvihing ¢l=e

bt e
He

abserves that no other form of vegetatlon Is ever used

NTE of

T flree
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[riik

tralned Investigator refuses to

[listn & clevel

MENEG I reg repil s

faor Lhis performandce byt
the fakir to o question as (o why

lie w 1y
experiment with a Jen jlant or a palm or

¥ 5 i - l.l'l' ".‘\-4‘!_ -i|||:hl'_ RN ITR) l|.l.l, ﬁ'iullgli I P T 1'|J!j'
one can mnke.’

The reason for thila chaolee lles

in the fact that the

leaves of the mango are_gsite easily manlpulated and

when rolled up they will gradually return to thelr orig-
Inal shape, % M T

“T'he mango seed.” to guote Mre, Carrlngton, “that s
placed In the wound of carth s especlally prepared
before the performance Ly the fakir. He splita the
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Diagrany Showing How the Basket Trick is Doné.

seed open, scoops out its contents, dries it somewhat
andl then presses within a sheol, folded and « rriu|hr|-.-1.'-.l-[|
®o oas (o Ot Into the seed. 11 must e remembered that
the mango =eed I8 no small (hing, but s two Inches
long or moreé by an Inch to an inch and half T-r--;ui_ It
resembles shightly the musxse¢l shell found on the sea-
ehore, 11 that a seed of this kind
wou ld of material and If
mango ledves ware folded lato small compass wonld
holil n Tl folded very

carefully and are done In n speclal manner The upper

wionld e abiv lons

conlain A& good denl i he

ik sleed (ree lenvyies are

self, and that
will sSear "]f

surface of the leal must be falded on -

surface, skllifully treated and watered,

1he

Il'r

ahow a crease vwn K superficial exawminat lon.,

i‘fifasing which the under sarface will show =

|}

cours¢, hidden from the spectators’ view

Working the Deception.

“ilh this preparntion the fakir'can proceed blithely
with his work. “YWhen his hands are beneath the cloth
he manipulates the s¢ed enough to permit shme of the
leaves (0o emecrge. thrr-- i= tlme for him to dig the
wied out, arrange the end of the sprout 1o sult himself
and to return it to [ts cone of wady The attention of
the behodders, If the fakir lias
distracted by the beating of the tomtom or by singing,
oltherwlse e muast depend on ks own inean L

The process mav be kep 1
worked oot of the seed. The fukir
inatinn of ‘ondy such seeds as he bas not treated. amil
he cleverly substitotes one of the prepared sseeds for

the one whk'h has been bhanded (o hilm by any of the

an asslstant, may be
IERA N R

Il shaowt® i

gy until all

[ermits the ¢xamn

Bjeciators.

Whea the fakir has a comparatively
grow ool of the afed he must have
help him o the management of the clotlh or shaw!
When be has worked out all sarplus stock of
“vitalizxing infoence.” whatever it Iwe, he
Iakes & secrel sign o his ald, who deftly substiintes
a new shawl In which s concealed a larger shoot

- __The Trick Shawl.

arge tree o

Al assistAant (o

hiis

Or trl.'l_'lu'

“with his hands and presently whisks the covering - —=n, shawis are constsafly shaken and shown first

again aml reveals a mango sprout several inches in

helght. 2
Amazing Growth,

Half a dozen times this process s repeated. and a
mangoe treée two or three feet high is shown., This Is
substantinlly the feat ax it is usually perforuned, al-

“though there are reports of the tree appirently grow-
Ing to greater helghts and developing from the seed
uptil It bears frult.  Several sojonrners In the Far
East have told stories of trees of suclr <lze that a boy
Wis seen cllmbing them, although the camera did not

feveal 1be presence of such an object. Awmocag the

on one stde aud then on the ofher, hat ar the stventh
or eighth time after that the onlookers have becoe
acveistlomed to seelug noching and 1o suspes tiuge noth-
g as rfar as these fubrics are comcerBed, The manip-
niation of them is very languid and [be second « luih s
scarcely handied at all :
“Tols secoud cleth.,” continnes Mr. Carringtomn, *is
double amd coutaninos a very Jargy mango shoof, muere
or less doualded ap o the forin of (s Freaa mango shoot
that was placed withie The seed. . A <IN In She cloth
enables* the confarer to extract the seomd shoot anl

1o place 11 e the mgoid of earth, and be thes works

THE DIVING TRICK.
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THE BASKET TRICK
The Performer Proceeds to Run the Basket Through and Thy eugh with a sward

that Trult he added..to the
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eans of sieight of land work. bat o
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Startling Basket Trick.

I#= not In al Hindu magle a8 more startling

n=lon than the hasket infurer first

nre=ents 1o 1 it teent i il il slisesrviers A larca

ovinsy basket. It s somethine L grealt egg. andd o

one glde 1= an apening coverad with a Hap of wicker

Wirk 1t =2 exinl Then there Js

troddnead na oy wearing some iriking dject of

i1
! iclel coRl

he
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The vo nEster Is pli in the tvisket, In
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The .'I_.I;;.;L’.-T Goes Through Va
rious Incantations Until the Sugar
Melts. When the Spring Will Fly
Uncoiled and the Rabbat Wil Be
Ejected from the Water

THE BIRD AND SERPENT
TRICK.

Alfter =ome more marupulss
tion the baszket is ramsed again
and this time zome ten or fifteen
httle birds walk out from ande-
neath it :

—

The Fakir Covers the Vensel
with & Shawl

ctures from "Hindu Magic,”

A E.nuﬁ?r ol Tiny Leaves Appearing Above the Surface of the Earth

it omt to It naturul size «

inrge ahoot g worked out fo (s
A Inrge free, and the
cloth to display U te 1he asl]
clotih Jusi empoyed i eXs
wlille the o

|! Vi T8I0

!.._‘__..’_!|1! s

huge tres just exhibl
'-"‘Il'.'!.'llt-"li f!ll-‘ !".J-l"i i~
and. of rourse, o trickery (s Jdis
riormance s a pretty chnpled
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{ arrinpton savs=(hat he has
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] = 0
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o Mas be by dilligent

By Hereward Carr ngtem
Copynght. 1900

Wien 1 thea jump Into the hasket and dance about
it Ir Is gquite In it In his bare L tud Rnally sit
ceptacle himzelf

Incantations with a Blanket.
the baskel was barely

:_'-r'l‘u.

down in the re

LTI L

Lt

I.III“' l“rg‘]:] i:l l‘.l HI'1I.‘T R Hij 1 I 07N s
wdinitted the boy, and the man
T hen comes g =l

njurer pours forth angry lncania-

L
W hen
o

Ms .:1

L e :H.'l'hl'_‘; -lf ilae

el Liy tiee large enough

Lhe trick 1= sovispies tap b cmoovilew] Inta § there

EXamingliea den change iy

The whale tlons, snaiches the blanket and holds it ap somjething
alfter the ey r B=a0 Uy fremen handling a life pet
The
prenw '*."ir--'-!-.:?}'“! L of patting something in the
He has rejdoacrd furban and the jackel.
I lyem Im«kel agaln with the blanket.

There are among the vnlogkers many who are in s

i Bl

Hj=ars’

.
F o= - 1 T
rearing frmit, Mr M

s 0 Wil bye A "% T £y b o i

H-'||: 'y #rer lsicern e =iy aora | P
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fever ‘of anxiety and nre fanlmo=t af the "l'l,llr'“” thial

sl A trogeds T rellef they
g iy the hasket, and In 4 moment
i thi hirtghit

Wl kel

have wiltues I bl
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hued turbat, leaps

prigon, smiling and happy and
L i ||rI

fakir, which had bheen

Ttimhitas i =
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i 1 Dy

having leen run
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e haaskel

coutinnwes Mr, Carrington, “explaln
'.l': ] TR <fant |]|1'

danket he

mrgl

skt

L il h

that hay s

procedadds To divest hlne
turbimn, which
He
¢ s rompletely lnside of it, and
tpe of the haskel.

1=het Is much larger than the top pop

e depaorites In
now gradually Sinks
vl I8 fven w {h 1 he The lower

i Oof “he |

TEinf

il 'hs beoy Aromis] he
ng the i
of the hasket directly

mpty.

manages to curl his body

Fest | WS, o “ntire ounler

riim
the ii=ket and leaving the nart
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Safe Sword Play.
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TAKER K| ng to sewil it thronegh e Qs

cegled bov wiggles from place
til=
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» has ket The space he

Ujpleddl by the hay n the
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remove the dlscards)
He can al=o t
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lankerl s ove
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U'he welrd passes
e nl
la dress=ing.
i | Fivie :trh't' fhie
Foan s K ert This
bitinge oo bora
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the one In the bhasket
e oo er of 8 hinnket snd
[ hve mt bicnad bosn o T he

=0 only one buy Ia

* from the basket on
an Then app<ar In a
om the dary
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sand trick
[y place & hand

of a patl of warer

* brings the sand U
vows It abowt, sbbwipg
el 18 speclally trenied
s LA Eadil
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o
rerma s
ng pan with- jard and
14 s bunroed out of It This

i, even sapd which reslsts
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Diving Tricks.

ire. rmploped hy the
w prrformed with the
Aoats upon the sarfaces
ST 'R o 3 i [
finate heide
which e haa
Is albiebed
Wik T e
m conceiled by
as though wecl-
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of the duck by manipu-
lating the halr or dark thread which Is attached to hils
e Fhe test s usun performed on dark grousnd
Another diving trick ls performed by means of a small
which Is burled out by means
The spring s heldd in place by
s’ released when the sugar has

:|1-

rabhit in o pall of waler,

of u spring b«

|r SRR HLd

ik 'I."”L' an

a plece
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A trick that has from time to tlme astonished the
Western mind consists of placing a stone under a small
haskel. The hasket is remmoved and Instead of l-lluﬂl
ju 0 seorplon of snake he basket is agalo taken up
and a-fock of small rds is revealed

['he sulwtitation of the spake for the stone la mere! ¥
=ieight of hapd--something on the vrder of
nnder walnat shell. The binds are In a
oth g, whith was introduced Into the basket
w hwe bl attention was fixed upon the suake. The
Liig 18 ihen ofpeened Rid the birds released.

(f snake charming Mr. Carringlon =ays that i A
wears o be penuine The ofien I'i-l'ju""rﬁl 1-1..]1_"‘[.;]'
interment of the Hindo necromancers he finds o be
in most cases frmudulent, for the su calied grave bhad
an meany of communleation with a hollow tres. which
wonld serve s & means of cacApe or for [P r [y il
ventilutdon. The end of the coffice are so prepared
that they may b removes] by the fakir, thns enabling
hith to get wnch needed repose against the day of
his disintsrment

A e ropg irkck, whierh & stppoasd to consiat of
srnding a dmall boy 1o climb a robe suspended in air fo
same lovisihle support, Mr. Carrington does nol credig
al 2il and expiains it as probably due to hypootisw.
This trick s sald to have been photogra phed, ouly the
pinie siowed niathing. He concluodes that there are,
in =pite of the many tricks which are employed, sowme
real, womder workers among the Hindus and maay
mho jussess mediomistic power,
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