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HILE the golden age of the traln wrecker
and robber has waned, and the pleturesgue
holdup man has ceased from troubling to
some extent, express companies in the United
Btatea stlll lose thousands of dollars annually

4n money, jewels apd valuables, and each of them

maintains a standing army for defence agalnst ban-
dit and defaulter.
The antals of crime directed against the express
‘eompanies are filled with thrilling incldents, The dar-
ing=of outlaws, the bravery of messengers, the skill
and persistence of agents of Justice go to make a afory
more stirring than that of any other phase of the war
waged by the desperado upen property.  Although
armored cars, burglar proof safes and powerful pri-
vate detective forces have set some bar to activities
of robbers of the James type, such men have by no
means disappeared. The chances against them are

greater, but they bave still to be reckoned with, And

the sitnation has been complicated further by the
clever Inslde manipulator, the package snatcher, the
thief who relles upon cunulng and wit rather than
upon mask and revolvers. »

In the management of 4n Involved transportation
entgrprise each separate joint in the machloery offers
some weakness, however slight. The companies have
learned costly lessons in the guarding of their elabeo-
rate systems, but never have they reached the point
where they ean say that evéry wile and every danger
has been foreseen And warded off.

Express companies do pot advertise their loases,

¢ and more frequently than oot nowadays the theflts

are unaccompanied by ostentation. When a bundle
of bills Is quickly flicksd from sight they do not rush
to the police with thelr complaint. They have a more
effective method than that. In their employ are the
best criminal trackers they can fOod or train, codl-
stituting a secret service asformidable and expert as
that of a sovereign government. Frequently they are
aided by the detective fyrees of raliroads, such as that
of the New York Central. "Except in rare cases they
expect llitle of the regular palice, and the first part
played by the aunthorities in their affeirs Is to take
charge of the captured fugliive.

When seen recently Me. Willlam A. Pionkerton said
that the situation as to express companies s made sat-
lsfactory only at the expense of constant vigllance.
The result I8 obtalned by tireless persistence and
watching. :

Mr. Pinkerton's View of M.

“The greatest.belp we bave at present lies in the
we have "bullt up are maintaining
among the criminal class,” he sald. *“The Adams
Company has always taken the that the
eriminal and not the maoney s the thing to land
Consequently we have had [0 compromise.
When we are aftef’ a thief bhe knows that we wani
hMm and he cannot dicker for lmmunity.. We get
what be bas stolen, of course, If we can. But it Is
much better to make an example of him than te
recover every cent he has taken.”

In this Mr. Plakerton struck the kefnote of the
attltude of the companies toward the that
prays upon them. They have been forced Inte un-
relenting tactics ns the price of reasonable safety,
and when a rebber makes one of them his victim bha
can count upon having on his trall a pursuer that
will never resti untll he has paid the peoalty.

“For the last quarter of a century,” sald Mr. Pinker-
ton, “the ‘yeges' and holdup men have been chiefly a
Western product from the cattle couniry. Cowboys
with erlminal lostinets passed naturally through the
dovelopment of camp thieves, borse rustiers,
and, flually, traln robbers. Thelr followers and dis.
ciplies were drawn from among mechanics who came
out during the great raliroad develgpment and who
were familiar with the use, of dynamite and nitro-
glveerine, The original train robbing bacd was
usually from five to elght strong._ It dwindled 1o frod
three to five, and of late years a number of rubberies
have-been handled by but one man.

“Recently we have had to contend also with the
Alshonedt employe, Who -maps out a smooth plaus for
inside théft and covers his tracks skiifuily. This Is a
(!Hferent game and calls for another kind of detective
ability.” :

A Aypioal jostance of the real train boldup con-
ducted o traditional melodramatic style ook place
in Montana recently. A Northern Paclfic passenger
teain was stopped hear Bear Mouth by two masked
men,  They entered the tender at a water tank and
crawled forward over the coal to the cab. Revolivers
AL the nape of his peck Induced the engine driver Lo
gt his brakea, and the bandits turned their atientlon
to the express car. The messenger locked his doors,
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Craft and Courage of Old-Time and Modern Express
Robbers Matched by Organized Secret Service and the
Mandate T hat Makes C.ap."ure Alone the End of an

Unflaaging Man Hunt
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Express Cotupany messenger In Dalias, Texas, g
VYears ago.
aud the messeuger, .
the open doer of hiz car as i passed & puliul i< bun
dred yards from the plaiforu
lay at .a swhich and the_irain drew into the siation

The train was moving through the yamis
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There was a briel de-

suspecting the cavse of the sudden ball, and the Agents ran a trock 10 the shile of the car, but Conena-

robbers forced the engime driver to light the fuse
to & stiek of dypamite that mmde an entrance for
f hems. - : :

Having bound aud gagged the messenger they
trissl @ open the safe, and after selling off five
charges of dynamite without result they placed an
enormous charge that Glew the side out of the ecar
and hurled the safe forty feet. They obteined about
FO5,000 aml made off. Ope of those to bead a posse
in pursuit was “Kid” Cdrry, himself a notorious train
robber. It was belleved that the two men were

4 members of his former band.
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A litile more than a year ago the Oriental Limited,
of the Great Noriberu. was held up by four robbers

near Homdo, iluiL Thelr tncties were simllar to Uhose

adopted on the former oceaslon, beanling the tender
and begivning operatlons with the engine driver. Re-
wands of $13.000 were offered for their captare, but
they escaped. - g |
The most desperate and dangerous uf the expres

car bandits have Deen those whose wethod has been
o wreck tmlis in conducting robbertes. Dynawmite
er ahstractions oo the trck bave been thelr tools, awl
“loss of lite frequently has resulied frow (helr ctlames
'.rﬁ?w '
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non did oot appear. They ol
‘messenyger siretched upon the fAoor Talally wjnred,
There Were evidences of a struggie, His skul’ bad
been crushed with an irou ba Tl W= el
locked and S10000 was unissiug Trew b

affalr. monder and robbers, bad been
within fSve minutes al wo irace of the i
the wiy be had enfered and deparied was evrer dis
coversd.

“Joe" Sumunan, oue of Lhe Les
sengers of 1be couulry. w in t e
Adams Express Comapany for tweniy-tive e
Fl'l""!l'ltﬂl robdseries a4 scofv of (e, was (he mwenus
af sending twenty-lwwo penitent ury
aud killed twe. He wax overpowers] In one aigack
and was tied to a tree in the wolllx uear Montgomery,
Ala. Five days jpossed was discoversd
When he was relossed his first rematk was of satis
faction at having shol one of his as<ailants

At L'ﬂl.'l.ﬂli. Miss., a wessenget (or the Soathern Ex-
preas Company was fataliy shot throuch the open door
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Fred Whitrock, alias Jim
Lone Train Robber.

Cummings,

Meo

Copyrmht by Wm. A. and Robegrt A. Pinkerton.
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was searehed had hracelets §popd
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more Jewelry, Nearly SN worth of
recoversd] when the men wers arresied

['rivers on An exprosa wagon In Jersey Clty sinle
A smirti package marked a= contalpmyg jyeweiry, amd
vii opening 1t discovered a diamond veckiace of Af1y-
seven stones, worth $5,000. They were arresied wlheu
[y (Fled (O dWh geins for 75

Another case of a similar kind oceurred in the same
city Iast year A collection of Jewellad oruaments
valned at $B2Z00 was sent from New York In care
of ag express company A oy, seventeen years old,
neiper ou the wagvn, having been disappointed In
some love affair, bethought bim to win the favor of
hiz lady falr by a giTv of gema When the W # ol
arrived al the Jersey Clty office be ‘plecked up the
parcel and walked o with It

Compiete mystery sorrounded the case for néariy &
week. The buy had chosen, quité accldentally, the
cInct moment wiwn the package was oot watelisd
atul there was no otie to observe Lis movemens., The
first real clew that the detectives obialned cate from
the manager of a large business coucern. He sald
that au affice boy In his estabilzhment had exhibited
a peari pecklace The bovy was arrested and porud e el
the article. It was made of eighty-ive pearis, worlh
L, and he bad purchased It from the thief for
iwenty-five Pents. He sald that be had siso been
offered another neckince, sutmeqoently found (o have
byeenn AU *merakd and diamond dog collar worth
l'g.-'ﬂ", for seventy-Ove cents, but would not go so
high.

The esxpress Lielper was (Taced and all ihe gems
were reroversd, Mosi of themn were found In a rag
s tucked beliind an e box.

For thelr own préservaliou the sxpress Curllapra iklew
have Dheen foreed to adopt an aavarying svstem fu
iheir trestment of thieves of all kinds 1hat prey upon
them. This was ildostrated in a sitriking manier a
few montbs ago, when ove of the [argest companies
in the country pressed the prosecution of a wash-
woman In their New York office who had stolen bal/f
g cake of soap. It was part of Lhe accepied rile and
it had toe 'go forward Ans oie of e mok! avallabils
banuels throogh which greal wealll o 1aagibie form
passes they Lave '-"""“H"H" ab eljpmased posliion from [
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