WOMAN PROPOJS

BEING a True Story of a Marriage Intended . To

(Cogrright, 110, by the New York Herald Co. Al rights reserved )

T s a long story and fn some respecis a curious
I one. There Is a theory that an helress, o matlter

bow stupld or hopelessly ougly she may happen to
be, Ia surfeited with matrimonial offers. If this be
true, I must prove the exception to the rule, for though
a0 heiress to a handsome foriune and by po menps a
plain woman 1 have never recelved a proposal of mar
riage.

But to start at the beginning of the story. My
father and mother were very plain people The
former began life as & section boas and my mother
cooked the meals for the handa. As you may kifow, a
eection boss s the head of a gang of men who bulld
or repalr raliroads. To be a success be needs strength
of hand as well as coolness of judgment and an un-
Hmited wocabulary of profanity, Father could be
classed as a post-graduate in these requireménts, but,

though he was rude of speech and bearing, he had a
keen mind and an indomitable perseverance, the kind

that “gets there.” . g

His one lesson to me was If I wanted a thing to
first make up my miond If it was really worth while; If
sa then get it despite “man and the devil.” Thls wmay
seem a0 extraordloary doctrine to preach to a girl, but
It bore good frult.

My juther died at my birth. At that time my
father was investipg nearly every dollar of his wages
in timber lands, and when he dled, many years later,
he was known as the lumber king of the Southwest
Measuwhile he bad established the family home Lo
Corsleana, Texas, and as his fortune increased the
- house and grounds spread out In ever lucreaslog
nagnitude and Juxury. From the firet he carried out
a definlte plan of educating me. 1 learned the rudi-
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jJoyed the mantle of lmportance that my father bLad
relegated to me. 1 really fell an Imm;nu- pri-d-— (T
the great fortune that evidenced uy father's ability,
and | was keen to coutinue his work. Even had 1 nod
been thoroughly engrossed with my own affalrs and
had wakened to Trustou's attractions—Dbe was a hand-
some mau of thirty-two, with fGne intellect and A
gift of speech that had scored lu public—bis aloof-
ness would have repelled me. M possible he wWas
mure absorbed o bis affalrs than 1 In mine.

1 was sole helr to my father's eftate and his will
enjolued me not to sacrifice any of hils boldings. The
ever lncreasing scarcity of lnmber not anly advanced
my property to énoriojis vilues but made the direc-
tlon of my business afTalrs an ardftous undertaking
for me. | determined to get married

I &4ld not arrive at this decislon hastily, but after
ronsidering at length the chalu of reasoniug lald down
by my father Lefore Lis death. 1 was twenly-five
j‘ﬂlrll-lﬂl'. alone In the world, with ever accumulating

I needed a protector as well as a business
The sensible thing to do was ebvious; I

propert les
INANA ger
must marry some one, and feellng no-need of looking

further I declkded upon John Trustop. Father had
proved him to be bouvest and he had my affalrs at bls

finger tips.

Down In the section liouse where 1 was born there
was & dearth of the tner wn:lblilun.gud my up
bringing had not eradi-ated the plue kpot methads of
my people. 1 sent for John Truston and asked bhim
to enter into a life partuershiip with me.

1 shall never forget his panic stricken, apologetic
refusal! '

But let me describe for you this strange reversal
of the code of courtship. My home shows no crudl-
ties In the qulet elegance of its appolotments. This
is especially true of *he library. where 1 always re-
celved Truston. He bad unbent onee, and expressed
admiration for the rooin. while his eyes roamed long-
ingl¥ over the well filled book sheives. 1 directed
that as usual he should be sent to the Nbrary. and
though I was too hopelessly .D’ﬂl"ﬂt'ﬁl:d with cvmmon

L

ments in Corsleang, progressed to a boarding schoo) *

n Wasbington, thence to a fashlonable finishing school
in New York: u{d was then ﬁ\'én'-:l year In Evrope.

I came out 6f this a well bred, well groomed young
woman, with-absolutely no knowledge of men, as my
acquaintance with the opposite sex bad been limited
to school dances, and 1 was foo gulet to have ever
been “roshed.” No one has ever told me whether [
can lay clalm to beduty. I am tall and siraight and
I know how to wear the expensive c¢lothes that have
niways come my way:” I -have a guantity of dark,
. WAYY balr, gray-blue eyes with black lashes and One

"

“When John Came I | Found Mysels Talling Him T
Was Crying Bocauss No Ooe in the Waorld Loved Me™

T T T T ————
teeth. I nm not talkative—in fact, abbor the small talk
of drawing rodms, lnnﬂl;ﬁdumnr than enthusi-
fsllc (maay call me stolid), and my father lnculcated
in me his own practical view of life and & flne appre-
ciation of the power of wealth.

Boon after my reéturn to Comicana from Europe my
father died, and my wmourning sfforded an excuse to
escape the tiresome soclal affairs of & sfeall town. In
Conseq I kuew nothing of the younger set of
their merrymakings, Aside from a dally ride or drive
I secluded mywelf at home, trying to grasp the detalls
of the vast business willed to me. ﬁﬂqmlkﬂ
was my mpusie. 1 play rether well gud father had
bullt for me & magnificent music room.

The lawyer, Jobn Truston, whom my father bad eni™"

ployed m his lfetime to look after his legal affairs
© was named as executor, and in course of the adjust-
‘ment of the estale It was nécessary®for me to coufer
ﬂmy-rr-qm. 1 developesi a falr atweuut of
businesa ability, bat it was sometimes dificult for me
to grasp the technicalities of the law. At these tijges

Truston would patiently elucidate obscare points and

give unsparingly of b time. BRat e was thoroughly
Impersonal In bisattitude and gave no recognition of

the fact thag®™ was yoang, rich and not ap enattractive... .

woman.

" Owner” of Great Wealth.

Pt ea
seuse fo resort 1 any siriviog for effect, It was with
satisfaction that I saw wy reflection softened by the
glow from the woud fire. | looked young, strong sl

~ him.

waich I wonld

Bave thelr say.
sons why we g_.ml-ujd nol marrcy. even telling me of the
]{r\'ﬂ.lﬂlllr.l.h.;li had wreeked his Hfe and hls couse
qguenl tlt'lh*‘llllmi of It to ambition
one good exruse for l to beln our lives. e his
falled to wedken llti-.h'i-u:llf!lnul. MM had made up wmy
wipd to marey hlur_ ;,'u'i!, as he lalked on my determbios

womanly, and the severe folds of my whit: gown
enhanced the plianecy of my Aguare.

Truston came in with the glow of heaith lighting
his' Bne featonres, and | feli

was sbouat to do was for my best Interest

reassured that what |
I!l"'i" Wils
a saue, bealthy man who bad proven bls boonesty and
abiity, apd 1 certalnly would not Knew where 1o look
to flud acother so well fitted as be to Laundie my afl-

fulis.

"ing day was. set for the following month,

e ——— —

tion strengthened, and I promised myself that neithep
wian por devil should lutervene,

We sat In the lbrary that night until long after
midnight,” and when John Truston lt-flﬁhnur wid-
1 won my
cang by no subtie argument, A logical statement of
the benefit we both might derive from the unlon was
the direct appeal 1I° made 1o the clever lawyer's rea-
soling Hnmj. We talked a3 wan to man.
freedom from business cares that 1 might travel and

He needed wealth Lo CATrTY

1 wanted

juduige my musical tastes
to frodtion his boundless ambltions for a political ca-
reer. It was all very business!ike, with ne underlying
sentiment to hiat at any foture dissatisfaction In the

An Astonished Gasp Was Truston's Reply—He

E Was Fairly Speechless
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Without a tremsor and with wo feeling of hesitancy
1 lald the matter before ulm. At the time It seemed
nolthing unusual, HBut never, never, aever, could I
do such a thing again! Now, when the copl mohpsony
of my words recurs to me my face tingles with the
biush of shame. ;

“Mr. Truston,” 1 sald, “I want t6 take a partmer,
A man who can dlrect my public and private Inter-
esls In & way my faiber would approve of. As you
kpow, my fortune is Increasing to unwieldy propor-
tions, and I am not competent to manage it nlone, In

taking this partner I also want to free my=elf from

possible fortune huntors, so 1 “ave decaled to marry
Will you be that partner?®” '

An astonlshed gesp was Truton's =eply. Ile was
falriy With =miling
slemimned the tide of Lis frst “'ul;q:t.
ered himself. with manly directness he poloted out to
me that I was Induolging In & 'I":ll.'thlnl'll-' whim for
suffer Keen lnwardly bLe
doubtless thought me brazen. bat hiz every word
breathed ehivalrous consideration, and from that mo
slilertalned friendlly warmth of
feeling | had not experienced bhefore,

The Woman Wooes.

I Hstened to his arguments

sperchlens, OO LT I

When he recov-
regref.
for him a

ment |

»
I nlwars let peapls

He grew eloguent over the many re

He conld not findd
Wwiirila

LITTLE SCIENCE STORIES

ZONE, which s an allptroplc form of oxygen. has

long been recognlzed as an active purifying agent

In the atmosphere owing to s powerful oxldiz-
ing qualities; but the guestion of lts origin has been
much disputed. ,

The Investigations of Heuxet, In Frapiebave led
blm to the conclusion that iséne forms lu the wpper
reglons of the alr, probably under the lnfluence of
the ulira-violet radiations from the sun, and that It
is brought dewnward towsrd the surface of the earth
both by descending alr corrents awd by drops of
rain. L

After a shower of rain the guasijty of ozone In the
air Is always found to bave been lncreased.

n

UNIQUE COFFIN.

ERHAPS the most singuwlar cafin o which a bu-
wan belng ever was huried is the one of whieh
the following story I told

A workman engaged o casting metal for the manu-
facture of ordnance ln the Woolwich arsenal, In Kng-
land, Jost his balance and fell into & cauldron con-
tmining twelve tons of molen steel. The metal was
at white heat and the wan was uitterly cousumed In
less time than it takes to tell It -

The War Ofice autbopitics held a conference aod
decided not te profaue the drad by using the metml
n the mavufecture of onlnance, and the masy of
metal was actually buried and a Chureh of England
clergyman read the services for the dead over it

ELECTRIC LIGHT FOR BIRDS.

T haw been found by the anthorities o Wany roo
logical parks that one of the dificalties lu malw-
ining thelr' aviaries 1« the proviling of a proper

i Hﬂﬂlllufﬁﬂ_tﬁl’tﬂi“ My ego loomed gpvirenment for birds browght from the troples.
larger than anything else. 1 ‘was a great lady apd To warm the' alr to & woplo! temperature s oot
mm-wmuttimm“nﬂlu- f"'" The birds cemand light as well as beat.
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Many of themn In thelr native homes are accoustoamesd *
to feed at sunrige and aguin Just before sunset, and
their habits In this respect are seripusly disturbed by
the shorthess of the winter days n Northern clines

It has hean found bemeficial to keep aviaries com-
talning froplcal binds brilllantly llluminated in the
daytime with electric light from six o'clock In the
morning 1o alx in the evening. thus closely jmitating
the duration of daylight w0 which they are accus
tomwed I thelr natural habitat. The result s that
they feed In the normal way, live longer and remaln
il better condltion.

HOW PERFUME IS WEIGHED.

T was the Italian physiclan Salvion] who devischd
I- micrpbalance of micl extreme delleacy thar 1.

cleariy demonstrated the luss of welght of musk by
volatilization, Thus the lavislide perfame Boating
off In the air s Indirectly weighed

The essential part of the apparatus s a very (hiu
thrend of glass, fxed ot one cod and extended lhorl
zoptaliy. The microscopic objects (o by welghed are
placed upon the |il.-1.].hh'~ld near its free end. and
the amount of Oexure produced bs obscrved with a
microscope waghifying one busdred dismetera

A ‘mote welghing ove-thousandth of a milligr: wiine
is sald perceptibly (o beud the Lhread .

WHY 'SNOW BURSTS A GUN.
N a dhr_ﬁm at the Royal "il-:-:hr; in London of

some experimenis on Jhe offecis of sudden pros
sures atieption was called (e u singular ox)werl-

‘ence which, it was said, perdons whe go sbepting i
Wit sl

If the mpazle of = gun happens o get plugeed wp
with a little snow the gun Wwrarlabls borsts when
fred In that comdition. Light as the plug of suew
s, It requiresa defiphe thve for 8 finlie prsssure
however greai, to got it wuder way, and durl g this

BT 1.1_"_'

wit,

n;;r'rmrm'ﬂm‘

We were married without ostentation, There was
ne hmeymoon; my contract ¢alled Zor a pariner, not a
HTTEYTTTEITI S

The .seml-detachment of our lives dld nol proyve

met at medls and John wos always

tble, He threw bhimself inte the manage

uljHeasant We
oL i 1 o

of Iy afMuirs with antiring zeal. alwavs consalt
ing me with the ulmost delerenice In hle rare mo
ents of leisure he wonkd siip Into the mnsic rooin
where | spent mach of my time sod =i sllently while
This was

I strayed among the well loved masters

T negrest approach to soclabliiv., Truly we lived Lo

the letter of our-bargaln
until, womanlike, I became

My vauntel

Fora time al! went well

dizcontented with my own bargaln

comiiron senEe ool winhgs aml [ awoke o the reallza
thm that 1 w In love with a man on whomm
1 hiad theust
taluml Tor me th

rebelied nndl chalfedd with

dirlbingdsd In thi

{5 tomadly
InLy wg ] [

il ome who hadl ‘E.i"nl'r' et er

slightest =entlment Inwardly |
hiltter  mortificatlion: oul

i Tl I i
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mhvart flowe i h

B wreal that the Wirrel of 1he

serenity of my
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THE PRESSURE OF LIGHT.

HE idea that the waves of Mght produce a me
chailenl push or pressure & ot new, hay Ing lwen
advanced years ago by Clark Maxwell, who could
offer only a theoretical proof :
Tater Lebedew, of Moscow, nade an experimental
dewonstiration of the pressare of I“.'h.[ He &m
ployed a radlometer rescinbling the famlliar Crookes

rmdiomreters with thelr revolving vanes, bt osesl a
larger and more complelely exhapsiy bulb, from
which the beating effect that is the prindcipal agent in
moving the Crookes vanes was exoluded,

When the light falls upon thd vanes they are driven
before It amd the ntensity of the pressare thus réd
vealed conres willbin ven peer Cent oof thae caleulated by
Maxwadl, The effect s ludependent of (e color ..:t
the light, and directly proporiiocuas! te fis energy.

DIAMOND CEEAVING.

HE art of the iapldary fis one of the most delleate
Truurlu:-mrn'- of mechagleal force known., The
practical dianmond culter Jearus many facls J.I-ﬂ_ll
precious slotes wWliich sov sealedl books éven 1o min
eralogisis . ’
Ror instuwee, Il s the lapidaries whoe have found
oul that diamuidds coming from dilferent districts vary
remarksbiy jo their degrees of lg rdness ]t apjwars
Flial l“'.I'II' -il.n.lft:i".lt l..ll-il.ﬂnll]l’.lh. Lllu".n. Coma Trem W
=oath Wales,

An nofamiliar fact'ls that diamonds are made 1o
Assuine approximately the required-shajpe by «liiting
and cleaving and by “bruting.” ¥hich s the rubblog
of eme diamond agalnst another, before they are sab
milted to the pallshing wheel, -

In cleaviug the dinmond bs cemented on the end of
a wooden stick, and a stee]l biade Is Ariven with =
sitart blow iu the direction of Lhe matural plane of
cieavage. Diamonds that bave Been cut by the lapl
dary’ s wheet lack some of the bailliance possessed bs
lisose [Latl bave simply been cleayed.

2 bwiated boweymoun wikch bas pever euded

TPAGE TRIRTEEN.

B

We lired a vear {nthis fashiomzand hadi
fashioned of such prosale callbre I might have worked
out some romantie solution of the situation.§ As It
was | plodded along, probing In my own slow gping
fashion to find out why 1 was not attractive to the
man 1 had married. Fipally, like an inspiration, 18
came to me. In all my deallngs with him 1 had as-
pumed a masculine attitude, and forthwith 1 made wp
my mind that | would no longer be the calm eyed,
cowllke creature 1 had been, forever chewing the cud
of wisdom over timber lands and the poalitical sitoa-
tion. Lightness of thought and the abllity to Indujge
in feminine frivols had been left out of my mnakeup
I was what wen call “heavy wheeling.” What ob

L g

earth was the good of all! my money If I could not
refedy this defect and at least have a lry for Johu's
Alfection? ; e e

My one desire pow was to throw aride my practical
to forget the busliness partner side
rejuvenated into a young, reilly

liad noted a= belng parcticularly
lomE miviial Brgugimesnt
dver the ways and means to acquire this end. 1 real
izedd that It meant an entire upheaval of my persot-
flee of soane of my cherished tastes,
pp the attributes hitherto seorned might
haracteristic energy 1 began

piher slded hablis
aof life, and 1o e
wolnnan like some

atiractive to men. ' 1 had =

WALy .|i11 i Elicrl
:..‘r Fas

nislp my

deve

cause, and with
o make mysell over

“Loosening Up." SN

fohn was running for the Legizlature, and | took the

oportunity to go to New Yaork [ Tooked up an «id
whom [ had always frowned on &8 unde

. r-

i i g i
!-I"'l! Vi | i
gile of life

Aakiml hieo

1= ghe had small patlence for the serluis
and was forever Indulging In pranka |
and though 1
in her why | wanted to see the gAY
ikde of New York, I let It he known that such was my
. and she set to work enthusiastically lo pro-

tn be my guest af my hotel,

il ol confiide

ntention
W el ge
a supply of new clothes and hats, all girl-
iy halr ln a
nradorion and
i} recitals, and went to “showa™ bad and
At ome of the vandeville houses & comb-
f “loosening up the old mare.” MYy
astonlshed bim, bot
the story went home, and though 1 suffered moch o
[he |lovmening Ilfl_-)?lr-l- vax | looksd fve years yasunger
amd felt aceordingly
| walcrhed Johun's puzzled eyes scanning the
gavety of my attire
Following the programme | had mapped owt, 1 no
appeared in tallor frovks and abirt
I hadl gay French mornihg gowns and dlooer
dreascs, and my halr was allowed to curl softly about
my face. I refased to talk business, and induliged in
lively toples, and played the popular muosic 1 bhad
beard In New York., And all the satisfaction | got ont
f W was that John did see me. | frequently fouad
bim looking 4t we wilh that same puzsied ?lpw
Bat this was small galo, and my plliow was oflen

wel with tears, L

mate Iy Kn
| 1 In
things, and’ 1 learned to do

| | I

AN LR

1 #sachiewed = tlu

W]

ildd | wstary

mite of laughter must have

when | retarnesd to Corsleann
W in

BeEYicre

longer

WHIST 4

Alter all, my silly strategy would hive doubtless
coine Lo naught If 1 bad not fallen off the stepladder.
1 had climbed to gei a h:rnrk from the topmost l‘lll'.
and, forgetful of my long tailed gown, came Lo ‘grief.
With o twisted ankie | huddied on the Soor. Al Srst
1 erind lwvanse (he paln was sharp: oo one came. and
I eried for heliness, and then [ sobbed alond bbcause
I could not control myseif. When Jolm came I |
found myself telling him | was crying because \no sae
in the world loved me. :

Ioor Johnu! He had po alernative bul 1o (ake e
in his arns and to oncd more polnt ot my mistales.
According to his story, and be told it very éopvine-
Ingly. 1 was very much beloved, and had been for 3
long lme, .

We forgot the business partnership and started o
-
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