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NW!&:L&# White Man TeILsof a Jungle
PRy Solomon, a Poisoned Stream, a. Pﬂmrﬁﬂe . Wrrclm"
and Other Wonders of the-Aborigines.

OW I came to be living in a maloea; or tribal

hat of the Mangeroma Indlank, in the heart

of the Amason jungle, bas been told In my

previous stories. Eriefly, after Jerome, the

Iast of my. companions, had perished with the

sever, 1 bhad dragged mywself on all fours thibugh the

‘all_but knpenetrable underbrush, until, when I veri-

tably believe I could not bave advanced a dosen feet

further, I bad heen picked up and carried 1 knew

not. whither and cared for doring five days of
delirinm and fever.

. When consclousness finally returned to me I 4id not

fully realize where I was. When waking I would lie °

for hours In a sort of bewllderment, wondering
whether the dim recollections gf the awful experi-
ehees I had been. through were realities or merely
féver dreams. '

Then one morning 1 waked with a elear mind and
a full realization of my plight. There myst bave been

somes trace of the fever left, for my first Impulse was
. sirange, unmanageable curiosity as to how many
pérsons ‘were In the great, semicircular but in which
-¥ found myself. 1 immediately began to connt them
% though 1 may have counted some of

and reached
them twice.

The maloca Is an Institution mmneh resembling the
Leng House of the famouns Five Nations of New York
/Golobial @nys. Many families inhabited i, each fam-
iy retainidg a amall space for Its own use. This I
mthered from the way In 'ihhmﬂfﬂl and
waomen were huddled about a dozen or more fires, the
women cooking and the men Iying lo hammocks apd
mating. -

“ 1.48 not kpow In what manner 1 would be tre.fed
ﬁth savages, so for a time 1 lay there with my eyes
$alt clossd, trying to get my bearings, Just bebiml
‘e T beard what seemed to be a discussion. Two men,
1 judged, were conversing in low, gutiural syllables,
ahd In some way I felt that 1 was the subject of thelr
talk.  Buddenly, with no sound of motion, a band waa
113 o0 wy shoulder, 1 turned over startled and saw
tha face of Jabe, thé Indian with the blow gun whom
1 had seen 10 the forest before misfortung had over-
tAken us
- My heaft beat wildly and I scarcely dared breathe,
I was in'the hands of the Mangeromas. Thelr repu-
tation Wi, to say the least, not savory, and It was a
in my wind why they bad saved my life. Al
they live by themselves and seldom invade an-
ether’s territory, they are more dreadled by the peoples
of the Amazon than is the fatal cohra. 1 sickened at
cue waight that they were cannibals.

Bebind Jahe itood & sleck sided, well fed man
“ from his bearing and from the gaudy, splendid
m which avere lnserted In the cartilage of his
sbse, I taok to be the chief. He regarded me coldly,
*ﬁ a stoMl, unblinking expression which I mu:d not
fébd. T guppose this tableau lasted for about twenty
geconds, but to mie It sesmed that it bad no end I
wanted to spring at bis throat, then to run, then to
.h agaln Wto the fever where at least the horrors
#ite not real. Then quietly, without the ficker of a
satipd In bis expression, the chief made @ conven-
flons! sign With his Jeft hand which means “Wel

- come™

In the esstacy of velief which seized me [ sprang
from the hpmmotk to greet him, but my limbs were
weskensd by the fever and I tottered into Jahe's arms,
I think withoot an effort he pleked me up and placed
me In the bammock. Then the chief, with a look
which sppreached a smile as nearly as apything 1
ever saw on the face of & Mangeroma, polnted to the
hammock in which I lay, to the walls of the maloen,
and to the:tood which the women were preparing, at

‘the same time uttering a sound which resembied
- “iistpeh-ol” By this 1 took It that I was welcome to

atay as long as 1 desired. »
«¥he hospltality of my friends proved unbounded.
The - chilaf sppointed two women to care for me, and
though . they. were not startling In_any point of
Seanity, they were as kind as any one could have
“ﬁ‘ watching me when | tried to waik and
me when I became too weak. There was
lnﬂ.ﬁ soup they cooked, which was served In
ﬂ!\hn-i frit gourd and was deliclous. Many
the other difhes they prepared wers delicious,
» there were others which were bpauseating
“IHII I .bad te force mysell tg eat: [ soon
M.tl was. lmpolitic to refuse any dish. no
e  tepugnant. .. Oue day the cbief, who
m tanght. me wmuch of--his Ilapguage, so
“;“II H‘pl,pt and w~ords I could spenk
w him, had prepared a very speclial dajnty
‘be -ibylted me te partake. Nona of the
was perfiltted to eat it. At the first mouth-
_ -.;nlﬂ:r choked. Not caly did the meat which
one pf the ingredients taste and smwell as though
- “képt for weeks, but the herbs which
sed were so bitter and gave out snch a puvgent
. that my month puekered and the muscies of
mm to IIIII#I'. ‘The chief was en-

Hil Guest to Eat.
mﬂi my Aish? he adked In the dinlect
qiumil It ﬂﬁn me,” 1. ml}qd as, politely.
Qﬂt. and their mhm.

| :ﬂ’* “You shall eat

§ will ture you 'I.ntn l:h m for the play-
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arrows and [ my antomatic revolver, although T had
no great intention of using it What Httle ammuanition
was Jeft 1 desired to keep for emergency and, besides,
1 ressonéd that I might at some future timé he able
to use the power and nolse of the weapon to good ad-
vantage If 1 h-pt the Indians ignorant of it for the
present

We had mrul‘: gous a mile from the maloca when

S-S

maore hrﬂll:nl: than I had ever seem him wear and
wearing a ¢olored girdle or walst cloth, which was his
¢ourt rebe, sat cross legged near the fire In the centre
of the maloea.  In the reddish light of the fires,
dimmed by the smoke, very little of which ever es-
caped through the hole which served as a chimney,
the scene was welrdly fantastle. On the opposite side
of the fire from where the chief sat.lay the body of
the hog, and each side of it stueud the two hunters,
straight as saplings, and gazing stolidly abead. In a
semicircle, facing the chief and surronnding the
hunters, . sat the tribe, sguatted on the gromnd. The
chite! jngMoned to Mg to take a place heside him. The
men their storles, each begging the chief In
pleturesque language to remember ‘hat he had ever
been faithful to the tribe, aud assuring bim that the

' hiave carrled awdy three or four of theln itk

“We Had Not Procceded Far Up the River When the Canoes Came tc a Stop and Our Opera-
to: Berar to Beat Upon His Instrument.”

we discoverad on the opposite side of 8 creck, some
handred sards distant, a wild heg rooting for foodl
We were on a slight e'evatior ourselves aud under
cover of the brush, the bhog being exposcd to view on
the next kuell,  Almost simmitaneonsly my two com-
panions fitted arrows to their honsirings.  lusiead of
shooting In the usual manver they placed the great
and second toes of the lefl foot on the cond, aud with
their left arms_gave the proper “lucthmdion 1o the
bows, which wcre at the least seven fedl lopg: With
a whirr the polsoned atrows Jeft the: weapons, ajud
while the cords still (wanged salied gracefulls ainfr,
describhig a hyberbola, @opped with & speed whieh
made them almost mvisible, aud planged inte the ani
mal at each side of his neck a Iltne distance hack of

the base of the skull
. The hog dropped In his tracks, and I doult if he
could have lived even though the arrows hiad not been
polsoned. his feet together with vegetable
fibers, we slung the bBody over n heavy branch and
carried it to the maloca., AN the way the Indiaus dis.
pated as to who was the owner of the carcass. From
time to thne they pdt thelr burden on the ground to
and ‘argue. - | thought they wounld come to

m _
" blows and when“they appealed to mie 1 declared that
e srrows had desconed so mphily that 1 hud been
- unable vo follow them with my eye and couid not tell

which ‘bad found the mark fivet, A few yanls frow
the but my two friends fell to arguiug again, and a
crowd collected allout thetll. cheering fArst oue. them
the other. My suggestion that the game be divided
‘was scoffed at. . Buch.a .hiug would have been com-
sidered In a way myikical. Finally tLe dispmte grew

'to_such proport'ous, the relatives of each hunter join-

Ing in the debate, that the chief seut a messenger to
learn what was the trouble. * &

.mhkes  Immediagely the crowd dispersed and the combat-

Goud One wonld reward him if he gave a declsion
favorable to the Epaker

When they had finished the chilef Iu}"lw{] to me,

“"Whar would you do, white man¥" he nsked,

:'[ would give half to each,™ 1 replied

"Ungh!™ grunted the chief. and there was no doubt
that he held poorepinlon of my logle.

The Chief's Decision.

In a very Giguified maunner hie arose. examined the
game very, minutely, then scrutlnized each of the dls
nutants,

"The hog Is mine” he faid  “Go'™

The mutrer was emled. Thoreé séeemed *o Le no dis
pesition ey vramble or tn appeal agaln to the cliels
sazuclils The tribe appland«d by grunting.: ‘At any
rate the elded bad shown bo pdrtisanship. .

My life smong the Mangeromas was for the greater
part free from adveasture, and yet 1 was more than
onee within an aee of meeting my ond. In fact, 1
thiukl lnoked more squarely inta the oyes of death v
that pescelul littte commundly than ever 1 did In the
wilds of the Tungles or in mr niost prrr'llntu adven-
T res,

The Ntle creek which ran wear the malésa supplied
the Indians wifh water for all porposes. What wash-
tug was Qone—amd that was very little—ras done at »
distance down the stream, so a8 nol to uwofit the
water for drinklug, and whenever 1 was thirscy 1 was
0 the habit of sivoping to the stream or scooping the
flukd <p in my curved hands, One morning 1 had been
Jramping through the jungle with a party of matives
whe were lo search of foodssuffs. We were tired and
hot, and my throat was parched aimost beyond en-
durance when we came upon a stream which 1-took
to be the same which ran by fhe maloca. My friends
were at a little @istance from me, beating through

he Lrush. A3 1 reached thy water's edge 1 stooped
to quench my thirsr,  Jus: before Ty lips touched th

. Water the Landkedchlel o
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I hﬁltltﬂl a second In pleasant an{icipation, my
lips pursed to welcorze the life giving draught. At
that mqnd I was, literally sp< - king, two Inches from
a terrible death. Before the first drop had touched
my lips there was a cry behind me. I turned slightly
and then a rough hand gripped my shoulder and I was
flung backward full length on the ground.

Angered, I sprang to my feet =nd drew the pistol
which I always carried. There stood ene of my
friends with a grin on his face which must have met
-+ the back of his head.

“Ungh,"” be grunted. “Polson ™

“Are youn erazy? I demanded,
strean we drank of up above ¥’

Then he expliined to me and as he talked my knees
wabbied and I torned faint. 1 had barely missed one

“Isn't that the

LA IRAFERL

of the moat terrible deaths a1 man can die. It s2ems
that the Mangeromas often polson the streama below
ineir deinking places in order to get rid of thelr
enemies. In the present case it had been rumored at
the maloca that a party of Peruvians-might be coming
up the river and this s always a =signal for alarm
smwong the Indians. Alt-ugh yon cannot induce 4
native of Brazil te go lnta the Indian countiry the
Peruvians a:2> more thar willing to go ther~ hecause
of the girls. A band of Peruvians, or even two or
throe alone, wil sneak clowe to male at migat,
force the door, *vhich ls siways bolted agidlast- the
Evil Ome, hut which can be cut opes, and fire & voiley
of shots, Into thé but. The Mdlans sleep with their
blo~ gans and hows suspépded from the rafters and
pefore they have collected thelr sleepy sendes nd pro-
cured thelr weapons the Peruvians in the confusion
O
this account t o~ Mangeromas Iuw the Peruvians and
will g0 to ANy extreme 1o eempass thels denih.

The polsoning of ‘he sjvers is the tavarite method,
put this ofien resalts o Injury 1o (e moocent and
even to thetr own Peoplé, though s delicate ls their
sense of smell that they can usaaly detect the odor of
the poison I{ It is strong en mu;h 1o ki,

Two mouthfuls of the water which | had aitempted
to drink. 1| was told, would have restlted in n death of
agony before [ copld have risen fmm The stream,

It seems strange (o me thal during all my. stay
among the Mangeromas, who were heatbens and can-
nibals. 1 saw no signs of ldolatry. They believed Lm-
plicitly in a good and an evil spirit. The good spirit
seemed merely to exist and was Dot VEry active. He
ook Do eSpec 1n! interest in protecting man or In try-
ihg to gulde him to a good lfe. He was purely pas.
sive. "

The Evil Ope, on the other hand, was rttremel::r
encrgetlc, and could be heard at nighttime shrieking
and howling in his pufsalt of those wandering alune
in the forest. So thoroughly afraid is the Mangeroma
of the Evil One that at night be polis the only door
to the malora so closely that a mosquito counld net
erawl ln. This keeps the evil spirit out, bat it very
peariy stifles one who is mot accastomed to sleeping
in snch quarters. The men all sieep in bammocks,
while the women have to content themselves with the
pare ground 1t Is this fear that makes the Indians
g0 easy & prey to the Pernvians, for not one of them
remaius outside the but after dark, and they hﬂ
thus no sentriea.

mmm.mmﬂw“!ﬁﬁl
kindled a fame by means of my magnifying giass and

a few dry twigs. A group of ten or tweive Indians
hll nmﬂmtﬂuhlmm me, to pee
the wonder 1 wes to show thiem, but at the first nign
of the tiny dames they ran bowling to the maloca. [

stood nonplussed, the glass in my hand, uotil titﬂﬂ
emerged from the hut

He asked me toshow him what [ had depe. Two or

HE AMAZON CANNIBALS

# """l..r

Now I had po deaire to part company -r'lth the Im
ment, as it had been too good a friend before, lurl

I were again thrown on my own resources I mil'ht
nead 1t sadly, so thinkig to deter him from asklog fot
it T explained that it was inhabited by a sort of a spirl
who would obey_nome but me.

- Fear of the Evil Spirit.

The chief shot me an angry glance and demanded
why I brought evil spirits te hurt hi. people. Explain
as Mwould, 1 could not make him understand that the
spitit was harmiess and could not act without my
command. At last, In desperation, to appease him [
offared to give him the glass, but he grunted in terror
apd told me that if I shonld use It agaln he wonld
have mie strangled. It was two days before [ was
established again In the good graces of the chief.

It was no easy position I occupind in the family of
this despot. Kind as he was, the least thing Insulted
him, and my life was not worth a suap when he was
angered, Pesides this, I was entirely well of the
féever and anxious to return to my heme and to civili-
sation. One night I explained as tactfully as I could
to' the chief that I was strong enough to march and
that [ was deslrous of going home 10 my own chief In
opder to tell him bow kind bad been my treatment at
¢ hands of the Mangeromas. A little to my sur
prise, the chiel took my suggestlon in gond part and
seamed rather pléeased than otherwise., He never, |
think, quite forgave me for the eplsode of the mag-
nifying giass,

He was very kindly, however, md told me that if 1
would wait unti! the next full moon he would take me
to a friendly iribe further up the river, ' whe, In turn
would see me well on my way. This meant a delay
of several weeks, but in addition to net wanting to
offend my benefactor, ] was more than giad of the
help be promised. 1 bad no desire to repeat my for-
meF experiences in the foresis

At last the moon was full and the expedition was
orgnnized. I was pot absolutely sure of how 1 would
Be treated by the neighboring Indiuns, and T am al-
most ashamed to say that despite the faithful, un.
sWerving friendship which the Mangeromas had
shown me | had It in my mind that they might at-
tempt to 8o me some harm, so0 biack was the name
which popular conception had glven them.

I bad untfl this thne never used my gun, but befors
we stdried ou our journey I decided to give them an
example of Its power, hoping to awe them. Inaviting
the chilef and all the tribe to an exhibition, T explained
that with the little weapon I could make great thun-
der and could bore holes In a treee.  The chief ex-
amined the plstobngygingerly, He had beard of such
weapous, he sall, but supposed them to be much
larger and heavier. This one, he thought, must b-n a
baby and he was inclined (o i.l.nuht its power.

Belecting an assal palm of about nine foches dlam-
eter across the brook, | took steady alm and dred
three times. Two of the bullets went through the
same hole and the other pierced the trunk of the palm
abowt two Inches bhigher., The chlef himself huarried
across the stream and examined the holes, He and
some of his men discussed them for about an hour.
The empty shells which had been ejected were picked
up by two young girls, who fastened them in thelr
cara with coarse wirelike fibres, whersupoun a dozen
other women crowded about me, beseeching me to
give them more shells. | discharged more than a dozen
of my precions cartridges to please these childrep of
the forest, who were as completely klavea of fashion
as are (belir sisters of more clvilized lands.

Early the next morning we started up the river. In
one cance the chief and 1 sat ou jaguar skins, whila
fwo saviges paddied. In another were four wmen
armed with bows and arrows and blow guns, and a
fAfth who acted as a “wireless operator.” The saystem
of slgnalling which he employed was by far the most
Ingenious device I saw while among the savages, and
considering their resources and the state of thelr
clvilization It was really remarkable,

Before the canoes were launched one of the men
tastened two upright forked sticks at each side of the
“Htide about the middle. About three amd a haif feet
astern of these a crosspiece was lald en the botiom of
the craft. To this were fastened twe short sticks,
torled. Between each p-ir of upright forked wiicks
was placed a crossplece, thus forming two horizontal
tard, parallel to each other, one a few inches from the
bottom of the boat and the other about a foot and &

If above the gunwales.

h.‘*:;;t four uﬁil:u of bard wood, of different thick.
neasés, aboul three feet long and efght Inches wide, ars
suspénded from these horigontal bars, so as to haog
lengthwise of the canoe and Inclined at an cnile of
forty-five degrees. Each pair of slaba, though sep-
arated by a longitudinal slit, are jolunnd by end pleces
whieh are finelr carved and palinted. L

The operator or the signal man sirikes these ®ia
with n heavy wooden mallet or hammer, Lhe hﬂ.“‘ .

wliléh Is wrapped with an inch layer of caonichoue
and then with tapir skin. Each section of the wooden
slals glves forth a different tone when struck, and as
[ remember them they were the first four notes in the
scale. By means of all the combinations of these
fonr notes, and by what corresponds to a dot and dash
system. the. operator js dble to send any message 1o
any person who understands his code.

We had not proceeded far up the river when the
eanoes came to a stop and oar operator began to bead
dpon his insiroment. He repeated his message sev-
eral times, but, receiving no answer, we proceeded for
another mile. Then we stopped and signalled again.
Very faintly came a reply. 1 learned afterward that
we were at least five miles from the answering station,
Onr man was asking If we were welcome, the chint
told ‘me. 1t was a moment of suspense for me, Per-
kaps we would be reépulsed, In which case 1 would
be in g worse plight than before. Quivering on the
gir chme the answer,

Deot, dash, dot, dot, dash. -

Welcomed by “Wireless.”

“We are welcome,” sald the chief, and my heard
ponnded with joypusness as the canoes responded to
the sinewy backs of the paddiers,

Auiother mile ug the river and we stopped again,
The man in our otT.r canoe was asking how many of
our friends were walting for ns

“Two hundred.” was the anawer,

“Are any sirangers with you?" asked the man up
the river. and the chief read me the qoestion.

We replied that there was a whits man in our party.

“18 he weleome ¥ asked our chiel,

Agnin | was In n perspiration of suspense, and the
answer was slow In coming.

“He Is welcome If you «ill vouch for him,”
thé decision.

The chief repiled that | was a great and powerful
triend of his, that 1 had lost my people and that 1 was
seeking belp In Anding them. After that there were
no delays, though the operators kept algnalling Inces-
santly.

“Are you armed " we were asked,

“Does the cobra travel without his fangs 7™ was the
reply of our chief.

" must come no forther unless you will leave
your arms in the canoes.” came to us. .

“We will do so If you wiil leave yours in the
lumlnrl." replied our man. o i o

wWas agreed upon, and althoug WAA SCAry

about from my pistel, the chief insisted that

1 not break fajth with his friends, and [ was

oblij o atguiesce, not without some misgivings,

we reached a turn In the creek apd came

in sight of two malocas dnd a crowd of

women, children and dogs, the clear, xylophonie

ntthtmrmlltullmu-dhﬂnl!u-
beneath ns

had wel-r:nmll eacl’ fl:ln. 1

WAS

g o et e e i

with the greatest intentness. Af last the little Sames

broke out ln & !!!#m The chief mm-

-h-l!nn_h " yn-hn
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