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“'Tis the night before Christmas’’—

I whisper the rhyme

And wdnder in fancy
To “once on a time."’

I see the big fireplace, -
The girls and the boys,

The long, heaped-up stockings,
The drums and the toys.

“'Tis the night before Christmas’'’—

So old, and so0 new !
With all of its dreamings

So good and so true.
I see all the faces

Forgotten so long,
And out of the twilight

There murmurs a song.

“'Tis the night before Christmias’’ —
And here, by my grate,
The past rises, glowing ;
The years lose their weight ;
/ The boy-days come trooping
At memory’s call,
And gleam in the embers
That flicker and fall.

“'Tis the night before Christmas’’'—

Ah, could I but clutch
The gold of my fancies !
"Twould go at my touch !
The shouts and the laughter
Now sweet to my ear
Would shrink to a silence
Toe deep and too drear.

“'Tis the night before Christmas’’—
Remembrances stir
As sweet as ‘the cherished
Frankincense and myrrh.
And, hark ! As the visions
Grow dim to the sight,,

There comes: *““Merry Christmas !
And, boy-days, good night ! "'
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The angel said unto them : Fear not:
for benuid, | bring you good Lidings
of great joy whien suall be to all peo-
ple;, tor unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Lhrst the“Lord. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the
hesveniy host pramsing God and say-
g, Glory o wod in the highest, on
earith peace, good will to men.—Luke
i, 10-14.

lhe incarnation was a necessity.
“Forasmuch as the children were
partakers of flesh and blood, MHe=also
nimsell lhkewise took  part of the
same.”” ‘It benoved Him to be made
hke unto His brethren,” Men were
His chuidren and He loved them: and
Just as the mother 18 sure to be found
where her child cries, and the father
where lus son 1s in dithculty and can
be helped out of it, 80 we might ex-
pect to find God Himself where His
ciuldren were in  trouble, where they
were sinmng and suliering and dying.
1he fulness of time -had arrived, and
a choir ol the angels of light was sent
to announce His comihg,

Listen to the song. First there was
the solo—na BOrt of recitative—and
then the full chorus. Some people do
not Like choirs. IEspecially do they
dislike solo singing in the praise of
God. ““Let all the people sing,” they
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say. But sometumes tnat s quite im
pussliple. Un tusnl occasion 1L Wus S0,
L shepherus couia Dhisl e s @ _1n||w|!
i LDe Slaghiiy. I ey Wuld not kpuw Loe
thaie, bui 1L wWas Liug B KU luus
Prosie dgod NUSe”" BueputIud wauv Cuuw

L uultullu Db laseeid Difuoelvigul giueal
D@l b essing. JLhgy Woeul luloe
Halely O B Wual Lue bBogueis Lold
Ll Luey BivOuwilil Db, Buia DElunesdd
Blulalylug abu pralscug Uou, L0 Oy laos
Gl Ll OWwL, Jor sl Lue Lulugs Luey
hau neard sued seed. A nousl BULY ,
Ihdeedd | AL BOL Oy Eratiued Lne mus-
ICal Laste ol Loe lstewers, 1L Louceed
the,r Lfarts, slried tuem O BcLion
atu hiled Luem wiln JUy duld pragse,

L have had Do pretatnnl rn'fluu.rnf,-
auCe—4 naruly Leed sSaj—wiln LlLue oOr-
Iglial ChOrlsLeld, 1| ol DOL peal Lewr
Bolg, nba M e music Was ever wrilk-
ten 4 nave Dot met witn t. bul i
wigh L0 say Lthat | Know sOme Tuings
AvOoult DOLu, Lhe slOgers ampu Lne souny.
1 shall not tell anyovne oW Or wuere
l learned whnat 1| kKuow, but 1 know,
all the same.

1o wvegin with, 1 koow that that
Lirst abgel was greally  pleased Lthat he
was chusen to take the sulo part. Not
because 1y filattered hus vanity—he had
no varity—nor bDecause it gratihed has
ambition—ambition s not always
Wrong—nor because it impued that e
was the best sioger 1n the choiwr, but
sumply. because it was his supreme de-
lignt to take any part the Great
Choir Master chose to assign him.

Nor, as he stood before that congre-
guii.l.n:. of u.lu*[ﬂmrﬂﬂ. was there the
smallest degree ol sell-consciousness as
to how he looked, his attitudes or
modulations of voilee, nor concern as
to how he should acyuaint himsell in
the performance, or what eridit or
discredit he should get Lo himsell,
and when he came up, and up, apd up
towards the end of his solo and made
a magnilicent f(inish, there Wwas no
smile on his face of seli-satisfaction
indicating that he knew himsell that
he had done a brilliant lhi['lﬂ'. Un the
contrary, for very gladness that he
had been entrusted with such a mes-
sage and what it must mean to all
people that on earth do dwell, he be-
came entirely oblivious of himsell.
And a8 to the other ﬂPﬂFl!, 1 know
that not one of them anyied im on pe-
count of his prominence, or wondered
why he himsell, being as good a sing-
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are lost. Let the music take care of
lloedl. AU Lhus 1L d  Svoolujuy Lid
Lhe aligoia, .“I g llicual Busagebd, Ly Hils,
Sl Daall l.."I-Ll._n. LUII.IL LRl WL L Llada L
I8 Lwil AT hh_r.lu._.alu.ﬁ hulll r-u.]._-i.uh"'
Ui, .l.lu_' Spdigdgaoasl 18 Lo Crllgve I.ul..ub.
BUL Ehe uiusie. el Luavre Loavyg o
ln*illnl_..m B OHUW, LDUlBL Cuials Wikl
ln lasing  pali WU 8 COLCEl s, Dedwelog
A Buinuluus plote; Wouwid e vely Cale
Tul W e evol)” wWuld Bullluvec, Wil
slanu.ny up i Luee Cuwrca W weaed L
Lue ServiCe Ol prasse, pedsisl 11 Wl wdus
lullug Ly Mils albld Buboetus U Lol
levily A8 Lo sbhow  Lual It s el
mus:C Luey ale COUuLelusl Bouul aud
not Lne precivus  sSeuluoest. lual s,
Loey Lréal Fagush by iubs sl Bulsoles
AtCuluuy 10 Lue g@luus ol Lue Iieaco
langunge, Cullilug vul Ul sy stivuy
On Loy vowds sl SoLbeliuyg okl Lo
cousonants. Al tuey Lad veva Youvalo-
g utlnﬂ Delus ol JMgues Lbhe Swep-
heras would not bave KDuwn Woele Lo
look tor tne inlant Messian.

Uhoe again, 1 ROuw woat in Lhal

angeilc cuulrl thete wWwWiaAsS OO0 CTaceid .

volve—Cerininly not oy reasun ol age.
Angels 4o Dot geow Q. L kuow
eyuaily well st no mewwver ol Lhatl
hrnn:nl}' host would Crack hls - Own
volee, on  purpose, L0 mase it shoe)
as il It wele olua. AL LDal Wlune, Ly
vibrato movemwent haga not been -
ventad., A1 It had Deen, anguvis wuowild
not have auopied Il kN LOEE Dign
Vocadlon, pralsling Lail, WHELLELD Doluly
the*turone or 1In Lne sKies apove wag
nivle town ol pelnienen, wial Use
could Lhey have maue of a mere lad
or lashion of their eanwn-vuln pProve
gees [ 4 hey could not have wbuugnt
ol 1L, lor Juiver s reasons, sk, ik I
lmuulul::lir, it can only pe acyulied uy
much prgoelce, and, gooulvss Kuows,
in Lie ]__;I‘Il'i].l ity iy Ol Cibwn; oAU

l1cé does Dol mosaa 1-+'.Ifr.'~'..:l, LeSlacs, (VIS

15 AN B"ogeUiagl, o lnuni“l-..ﬂ‘l-lt"ﬂ'. Hilvg, U
far torkh, a aeceit. 1 Know 10 I8 cunlm-
éd that! it moulaes a snrul, ard or
harsh voke, and nlrouuces an ele-
ent o leellng, a meilowhness, Wy
the Viowalo is. el 8 Darshness A
sirgdl vowee with the vierawe aittach-
ment becomes a  sSgueal dage—iine—
what may be heard almost any . aay
At the asawwolr, It 18 Hae the 1alsewo
voice, which some assume in rayer,
whereby they sumulate - teartul ewmo-
tion. it 18 a fauware. 1he aecepuion s
easiy llll-ih"'l.'ll'l.l- it 18 Lhe Aart leclng,
not the theart El‘t*llll!_;. L ne paimiul ure,
. though ferlect as a piciure, warms o
- one, Mgregver, it 18 a pure aruecial-
ity. Whatever embellishments may be
permiss ble, eVen I-I.Ulkkl'!'l!-h“', in a4 con-
cert hall and in  secular songs—all
rignt m their places—vihere the ougect
18 to e regalea with sweet sounas and
enjoy all that the Illghvul&_hurl can do,
there should be no attempe, to show
them ot beflore the Lord. They have
I rt’*!uliun whatever L0 praise Or
Hurl.-lﬁlp in heaven or on wl.rlil, from
the tony ues of ulu_{vhl or of men. if
anyone would see the wretcheuness ol
all this let ham go stand where I have
often stood, in the years since this
style came in, while two or three vo-
clists with cultivaled volces  were
behind me jggling out the words ot a
hymn—now uo not und fault with me
for using that word; it exactly ex-
presses what | mean, and 1t s in the
stanuard—I A pgeling out words,
making inevitable uiscords, because
théy aid not, and could not, pggle in
unsson. It 18 the bane of choir and
copgregational singing., Some vibrate,
others do not, and the result is most
unpleasant. | know young girls who
have reaily hine voices, Hutelike, hird-
like, almost angeie, who are sporsing
them by allecting this style. But it js
going out. ‘| he best singers belore the
public do not use it. Jenny Lind never
di_li it. The last notable songstress |
haye heard, Madame MNordica, had
only now and then the faintest sug-
gestion of jt. .“ll}' we hupr that tms,
like other fashions, will wear out and
that the last shred of the ungraceful
thing will soon be gone forever.

Christmas 18 coming. (_ hristmas
songs are the vogue of the season.
Let us keep in tune with the angels.

‘“‘otull through the cloven skies lln'_‘-

come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly musie floats
(V'er all the weary world:
Above ils sad and lowly plains,
They bend on. hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.”

The @hristmas British Whig

Once upon a time a schoolmaster propounded this
problem to a class of boys: '

“Now, how was it that this' great discovery made
by Columbus was not fully appreciatéd until than}r
years after his death?” - ;

“Because he didn't advertise,” promptly responded
the up-to-date scholar.

Thus is it shown that even children, in these wide-
awake, hustling days, are alive to the value and in-
fluence of advertising,

That the merchants, business and professional men
of Kingston are thoroughly alive to its advantages is
evidenced by the splendid way they have utilized the
opportunity presented by this Number of the Christmas
British Whig. For somg years the Whig has issued a
special Christmas Number.. Each year has seen it
increase in the number of its pages, the excellence of
its typographical style, in its fine colored illustrations
and its literary character. But jt remained for the
1911 issue to eclipse .all previous records. Never
before was such a voluthe of advertising offered. In
order to accommodate this, without sacrificing the
literary and illustrative features already arranged for,
additional pages were added, making the total issue
considerably larger than last year.

It has been the aim of the publishers to giVe to the
readers of the Whig the finest: Christmas Number
published in a city the size of Kingston. That this

object has been achieved can.truthfully be affirmed.
To the advertising patrons, who have made this possi-

ble, the Whig expresses its grateful appreciation.

The attention of our readers is respectfully called to
the advertising columns of this issue. The users of
this space comprise most of the best business men of
the city. Their announcements are of especial impor
tance at this particular time of the year. Taken
together, thefgforth a shopping guide of great value to
every reader. The probtlem of “What shall I buy for
Christmas gifts?” can be readily solved by a study of
these advertisements,

Kingston merchants, through the medium of the
Christmas Whig, have ‘made the Christmas buying
problem easy for all of us. There no longer exists any
need of resorting to the mail-order catalogue,

To all who have contributed to make the 1911 num-
ber a success, and to every reader, big and little, we
wish

“A RIGHT MERRY CHRISTMAS
And
A BRIGHT, HAPPY NEW YEAR!"
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er, had - not been selected for that- -

part. If there ever were any dissen-
glons among the wmenbers of  that
choir, and jealousies, and miffis on ac-
ecount of  slights, 1 have never heard
of them. A model choir..

Again, 1 know that the words of
that song were uttered with perfect
distinetness, The shepherds did not
mica a svilable The nngels . under-
stood fully that on such an oceasion,
and on_all occazions of divine com
municstions to ‘hen, the words are
the principnl thing, and that wmusic
alone, though, good, 15 valueless in com-
parison. In those early dave there
wWETE COMW um-;_r;a"m aburndance, and

the s'nit¥rs knew how to render them,

articulating the  ‘words with oaveful
clensrnese, “whatsyer thicht become ol
tl"ir-;ﬁ'i_anit:- And down all the ecentdP
ies tn. the present time, it has com-
tiouetdd so to he! PRring out the words,
By _all  means. e fun ia in the
worde. The fum is lost if the words
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A winter walk along King street




