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“m.- year:of 1838,;1f = you-take

up a daily paper of December
'Ilth..,rnulm-r poasibly«ses a dis-
| patohifrom the clty of “Nowhere,”
' reading someshat llke-tins: — -

(Canadian  Associatedy Press Dis-
patoh.)

)1  Nowhewe, Dec. 24th. — Leaping

. to the Engimeer's ::at at

: last might, Santa Claus
. *fuq-d the throttle of

oeomotive and quickly the huge

mpecial train huried itself Into the

* dark carrying with It joy and

4 the spiritito Lhe people

T thwe wideworld over.

| "Wesaypoasibly youwrmay see a d1s-
patch.like the above, but of course
theredis sino a poasibllity that you
In the first case it la
_ dikely that after using
vthemalor soumany years, Santa won't
‘want to-glve up “‘the big sleigh and
Fhe alght tiny relndesr,” and In the
hesecomdd-cnpa, It #» just posaibie that
‘wwith the big traffic over the rall-
‘ways-al-Christmas time that even
suclhawvery important personagns as
yBanta Claus, couldn’'t command a
lspecial train
Natumiiy Christmas is fust about
tthe busiest season with a big rail-
way. Not oaly is there a big freight
sand expréss movhment bul the pas-
senger traffic jumpa Into big fig-
aures. Bwverybody has a deslre 1o
¥kt the old hame at least once o
Jear, and at Christmas, when the-
1#now 48 on the ground and the spir-
Mt of doing and giving is in the air,
‘the desire takes root, grows and fi-
mally materinlizes. There s a wild
Packing of suitcases, a hurried scur-
ryingtomake the “last purchases™
and then there is a rush for the

the-time when the big rush on the

 raliways first starta, and from then
- untll the last sad obsequles aresaid
over the dead body of the old year
on officlals and aleep
the fainfeat of speaking
special trains “puyff,
out of the big sia-
colored porters go
run, tha transfer men
overtime crowding Chris-
into the Expres: cars
in_ the post office
thalr coats roll wp
sort with (wes
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made up-and Jdispatched within an
hour and the station officlals get
their boots half soled and work
harder and later than before.
Everybody « i golng “home.” 'The
station ls fMlled with . a conglome-
rate assembly. Owver there the
falr Co-ed and the Varsity Captain
of class "14 acan the pages of the
time-table. They are golng home
to spend the hollday In Cushion-
ville. To the right 1s the small shop
girl who llves at Yorktown, just
twenty miles out. 8he got off an
hour earlier than usual to catch
the train. On the left a fat man
puffs a big cigar and coldly glances
at the raging multitude. He wants
You to think that he ls not at all
excited at the idea of getting home.
He appears disinterested, but all the
same the chances are ten to one
that ha'is thinking of that rocking
horse with the real mame that he
shipped home to his grandson yes-
terday. Over there, touching of-
bows with a matron- of sixty, is
the young dry goods clerk going
back to father and mother on the
farm.. On all sldea are school
marms, students, <lergy, i1aborers,
clerks, college | -ofessors, young
maldens, malden aunta,—all with
heamring faces and Prominent par-

cels, and all waiting for the grind- |

ing of the and the clang of
the ball, t wil announce that
they are off on thelr Christmaa
journey. :

The freight and express traffic on

A great rallway at Christmas time Is

anormous. There waa a time when

the greater part of the C. P. R.'s
freight and express traffic was from

East to West, but with reeént vears
the traffic from the West o the East
has steadlly increased. This ia ow-
: great influx of new sel-
tlers into Western Canada The
great II-.HI.I'IE!' of thees new settlers,
of course, came from Britain, and at
Christmas time they send home to
their relatives and. friends numerous
presenta. During the days preced-
ing the sailing of the last Christmas
hﬂp the frelght and express mat-
ter is forwarded from the West to
Queber and Si Jolm In a gperfect
fAoad. and of a varied and In -
ing nature are the presants sent to
friends across the Atlantie. Talk

Iy Canadian rallway mén and they
wiil well you that the presants,
%hkirh are perhaps the most popular
- the ﬁl' settlers are the ‘sou-
ven of life In Canada.—minlatune
snowshoes, toboggam, ete.  These
afe tranaporte! from Canada by
thousands at wu time,
But .ft I» not the Increased pas-

senger and froight trafMe nione that

~ esuses the hustle and bystie !n rall-
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R big railway there are thousands
of Christmas dinners to serve, -and

there are all sorts of Christmas
calebrations to prepare for. At
Christmas time we happen to know
that the C.P.R. orders the turkeya
end plem puddings, etc., for Is
Christmas dinners by the thousands.
When the morniog of the  24th thia
Year comes Into wviewd all of the
company's slxty-seven
will not be in commission, but there
will be a sufficient number of them
vut on the broad besom of the ocean
to render necessary the preparation
of enouxgh meals to make the figures
look’ pretty large Then there are
the guests at the C.P.R.'s seventesn
hotels to feed and the passengers In

the dining cars, and altogether the
figures are startling.

Christmas is always a festive oc-
casion on the Company's steamships,
Over night 8anta Claus and hils In¢
visible minions work wonderlul
changes in the appearance of Lhe
boats. When the morning of fhe
twenty-fifth dawns, great sireamers
flont in the breeZes from the mast
hrnq.!L Gay bupting end flags “flap,
Map,” from the linea and the big lin-
er= look quite omplivating (n their
hollday clothes. During ghe day on
certs and dioners and mdh'l::i“‘

s avery Y,
from the captain down tp the small-
est ; In the third eabim,
Joina In the celebration and is hap-
pyY. ~ First of all, There is a Christ-
mas tree Christ Day would not

be complete without a free, so the "

Ppas=engers in the first and second
cabins ®lub together. mand give the
émallerschildren in the third cabif
the ("me of, their lives. The big tree
droopq wnder the joad of presents.
[Everybody contriffutes something.
Loye, bundles of all sraes and shapes.
There are dalls with real hair, and

thatl open and close thelr eves. There .
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aTe oy rabher elephanis that squegk
o the most “yoalephantie” fashion
wien poked In-the right spol. There
are LAy aardpianes, tof aqtdmablles

steamships

.

and tov balloone, and occasionally,
too0, SOme big, Jovial passenzer from
the first or second cabins will “"dress
up, ind play Santa Claus Not
until the presents are all In -thelr
places and the preparations congiud -
ed, pre tha smmall children of the
third cabin allowed Into the sacred
presence of the tree. Then when the
doors are tThrown back and the (rea-
ALTFaeS l'..*'-,'.-Erl.‘.ll'.. whal B Nappy EIE-
gling and romping thera [L For
gomé of them it Is thair flrat real
Christmas. A couple of years ago
on board ona of the Empresses there
wn= comring out from Liverpoaol, a
father and mother gnd twe small
childran. Life ha hbaen A fallure
in England. and the famlly wna on
its way to Capada o make a new

stapt. One of ‘he small children

® 2 small girl six years old,.who,
owing to an’ Infirmity, was uanable
to join In the play of the other third
cabin children. It was Tonesime xil-
ting there all aloneafl day lomg, and
while the l{ittle matd did her bést to
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hide ' that fact, ghe -.tnl ol 8 U ceeed
altogether Ti‘trnl’ on  Christmas
morning there whd handed to her
from the tree, A greal big lge
dall, contrmutend Dy A 1Irst 4
passenger That marked & npew
epEh In little girle" lile. - Alfter
thal It 4id not matteer that she
could oot build wonderful med ples
in the sand pit with the other chil-
dren, or play shuffle board. . It ‘'was
et fOrst dpll, and she was periecl.y

happy
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ratly stirring scenes

gder Chd nfduende of the dar

srsrarding of the dcon
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Klnds= AL dir s thme Il all

Is & general df

ventfonal o, Are games of
all
three cabina the tables groan under
the walght of the turkeys,
puddings,

girs with

and plum
[.h" nuts and ¢can-
whlth they are loaded. In
the evenlor thera {8 a bhlg concert
It 187 féally remarkable the amount
of high ciasa talent that la pres
ent At These Munctiona-—actiora
travellilng between the two con
linents, amatenr and profes -
sional aingers, eéxpéart planists,
entertoiners, nnd pgocnalonally
gmall companles of theatrical
playera. Outslde the wind may be

frulis,

blowing a small gale, but Inside the
#hip, thére is warmth, galéty. and
the true Christmas spirit.

At the blr rallway hotels life an
i‘_‘hristqu.u Day Is just as gay as on
the =teamships. LAt the Chateau
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Morning Ste Agathe Que.

parties, the " bells on the cutters
pinging A gindsoms pong. In the
ivening there I3 e fon. ¥ hare
is o big e m the balN -room.
where B from. the Chalsau mix
with theldr frisnds from the clty. The
sl e ?um with thevsands of
fugu for Phe cocaslon, the big grate
izes Aend up

ﬂut:; ol spErkp from the Yule
Lags, & orchestrs” plays danoe mu-

the opeén chimneys

- hearty

‘Merry Christmasz to
sull™ Whan you esnter the 4dining
cars you will find there & Mpevial
manu for the occAsion, and Lhe cur
la moely decorniad wilh svergreens
and bupting

That's the way It s throughiout
the whole C.P.R syetem It Is- N
hig reHdway. bul it s net loo e e
entar Tully Into the apirit of Cheir-

ruas Day.
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