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Yl Pace with . o fix
‘ pect hus been one of
table features of the Admints-
i of Siv James Whitney, for that
re has handicapped tens of thou-
m'.ﬂ' yvoung OUmtaric men and

roman in the battie of iie, Tho most | Liberal Policy of Square, Deal
to Northland.

tribgted the
: " e Cobalt =p

1
‘l:ﬂ new " raflway. - :
| from = rallway siding. When the [

{ Whitney Government eniered office
| they found (heir  predecessors hld-smt-sﬁﬁ as m Hﬂw Wh[tngy
Has Wielded Axe.

esulta in this thﬂ.}' ;f the

rllll.llmll‘l & change
has only . r y been. eflected, it s
probably un i make apy em-
phatl statemeants as o its effects. 1t
may be of Intaresl Lo- state that up
o the present {say, O¢tgber-15)1 the
building parmis for thia year totalled
upwards of §4.200.000, The fotal of
bullding permils o 1010 was §2.-
961,288, When- ] say that 1910 shows
by far the iargest figures of aby Yoear
ih the history pf the city it can resd-
fly be seen what an enormous expan-
sion In thé direction of bullding en-
terprise has taken place this year
While it is true that there har been
this | ivity - throughout the
west in | & this year, [ think 0t
perfectly true to say & proportiomw of
the | in this city Is due to the

“Asg to the
adopfion of

o

But Sif James. Whitney- Re-
" 'fuses to Budge an Inch. .

. bpilded better than they knew. Hon.!
“Frank Cochrans, whom the Conserv-
' ative Toronto Telegram describes as|
| the “Rip Van Winkle” of the Adm*_nﬁ
| istration, was appointed by Frefinie

| Whitney to represent the pew coun-
firy in his Cabinet. Mr. ochrane's
| interest waa confined in the lumbering
tand mining industries With the
wonderful agricuitural porsib!lities
of the great clay belt of twenly mil-
llon acres he” had aspparent]y litle
! rancern. With the colonizaticrn of the
country he demonstrated llille sym-
pathy. With the bullding uvp of)
i rontented and progressive rvn::mmumv-'

Whitney Government Ignored _
it Entirely for Y b Be foundin the-Budger dpeech of |

. & o the Budget speech of |

it tire y or “r‘ Hon. ;wt‘; I?m.-l:h}' on February 17,

- 5 19190, On education he spoke in parl

a2 follows . — 1

Technical Education. '

-Somietning has besn saia by e GOVERNMENT HAS SLEPT,

hon. member for North Huron as to |

the amownt spent In different stages |

of educational work. Now, sir, [ pre- |
¢ that the fAgures nlm;d l:;v the |
- member for Westg ‘silington | .

LiMr. McEwing) are wubstantially cor- | Injusticc and Anomal

—-—— e e o e

CIVIL “SERVICE REFORM,

i il N S——

OPPOSED TO' AN OPTION. MR. MACKAY'S INDICTMENT.

Liberals Demand the Creation of a
Clivil Service Commission and Ap-

Expericoce of ¥ancouver Proves That y Developed

Government Forced to Take \ction as

"_.‘..'i'.'":' .-...,...1-,

Municipal Taxes Can be Levied on
Land Values Alone to Advamtage

For. this greatly-needed = reform
pearly 300 municipaiities in Cntario
have petitioned, while aimost 200
n_twmﬂ including, 'With very few
exceptions, all the leading dailies,
Tave elthef edirofis
signed a ‘“‘press’ petition - for Iits
adoption. ‘The Labor Uhlons of On-
taric are a unit in favering it, "but
the - Premier of Ontario wiil have
rons of It

That there ls pothing to warrant
Si¢ James Whitney's uncompromis-
iog upp-n'nuun_ every time this
change has been sought by petition
and by amendment to the assessment
gct s shown by the success of Van-
couver under the full appiication of
the system to the extent oi. municipal
revanas fequirements. ‘Home ‘fifteen
ycars ago the Clty Council decided to
encouragé bullding: by reducing the
jmprovement tax L0 per cént. The el-
fect became !minediutely apparent in
the erection of large bulldings where
it formerly seemed .more profitable
to hold : the land vacant Or retain
shacks or small structures. The ef-
foct of the change was so marked
that In 19068 = {_Erlhtr decrease of
*5 per cent. was made in the tax on
bulldings and other improvements.
There was at onte another incredse
which was, in comparison with cit-
ies levying the old-time hn provement

tax, out of proportion to the Incremse i

in population.
No Tax on Improvements

" Fhe advance “resulting has
een  ®6  rapld and Wy cause

Bk B rent that THE COUNCIL DE-
l'-lllﬂ‘-i': AT THE RBEGINNING OF
LAST YEAR TO ELIMINATE EN.
TIRKLY THE TAX O BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEM™ (S Hefore
485, when the slimi~ - 7 M r
cent. of the
wis ndopled, cwiuing
the . city of V.

bork '

-

e, T

the nael
of population. In

the average velue

tions increased to

after the system

tlan for ten vears, the average value
of buiMding operations had Increaased

to §284 per head. When the further
rmuﬁf improvament tAxX was
made 0'per centy to 20 per cent.,
thers was a p rtionate advandce
in_ “bal operations, the average
for 1908 being $202.66 and for-1909
LR08.17 head. . This Inéfense In
the valve:of bullding operations per
head was achisved while there wase
an increase of population from 17,006
i 1494 to over 100,000 a yéar ago.
The of growth is also marked
by a decided improvemant in the class
of bullding, especially In the case of
granite and stee! construction. Bulld-
erds no longer fear the assessor,

Change Caused No Disturbance.

The ehange in Vancouver was not
[] e, nor did its resuits entall
any violent fluctuationa In_ 1887,
with a population of 5,000, the value
of improvements In the municipality
was 3182,235_ and the sile was valued
al 32.466.842. 1In 1891 the population
was 13,655, the Improvement values
ll,.lil.:lﬁ.. and the land values §10,-

T A8, /

The antire examplion of buildi and
oither “Tmprovements was applied in
1810, and in that year the land as-
wpssment advanced from §76. 581,820
to $98.771,786, and the improvement
assessment from $89.572.445 to $37.-
R45.260, the gain _ _in both cases be-
m;-t In the neighborhood of 28 per
cent. . |

The System Spreads Rapidiy.

‘“This experience is impressing else-
where the value of Il

and many are takl
of b mnnlp:':
the as-
vements,

. . Bveryw CxCe)
in Ontario”is advamcement apparent.

Fexperience of civie assessment

pe#nent.

rty to ax - s
IPAl
: A

. l_trl-n midsummer and

| third-class certificate good for three

adoption of fax reform methods by
the municipality.”
At the recent annual convention of

A Besult of - His Demand—
Many Young Men and Women

the New Brunswick_.Union of guni-
jpalities a resolution wus wdopted
unkl that counties, citjes apd towns

ments, personal property and income.
or any one or more of them. The
Town Council of Newcastle, N.B., has
already gone om record in favor of
the change. It is time ithe muni-
cipunlities of - Ontario voted for free-
dom from am arbitrary Provingis)
control which denies the right to ex-
petiment and rejects every demand
for modern method=.

A Little Rebellion.

Conservalives are beginning to
break loose from Sir James Whitney
on the tax reform tssue. . The Oitawa
Journal, « Conservative paper, com-
menting on the fact that J. A. Ellls

and Controller Champagne, the Con-

servative candidates of that cily, have]
pledged themselves to vole for a tax
reform “oplion,” says:

voled It OLY-r1s The Jeurnal were opposed to the.schools of Great.Britaln, ihe eentin-

principle of a lower assessment of
bullding values than of land wvalues,
STILI; WE THINK WE COULD SUM-
MON UP COVRAGE ENOUGH TO
LET THE FEOPLE DECIDE FOR
THEMSELVES. However, neadless
to repeat, The Journal Is in
favor of the principle, In common, we
think, with most people ifi this city—
certainly In common with most busi-
ness men, Nearly twenty Years ago,
the then City Asseasor.Pratt, a con-
servative apd ahle man., with a IunE
an

taxation, addressed the Board of
Trade with a. strong plea for assess-
niant of lanid IR preference to asgess-
ment of improvements, after which

tion unanimously approving of his
views,

he allowed to reduce or sholish the |
1poll tax and the taxation of Improve-

the Beard of Trade passedl a resolu-|

Have Been Gremily Handicapped.

In the pamphlet giving, the record
of the Whiltney Government, issued by
the campalgn managers. it is stated
that “the Government has taken steps
to develop & system of dechnical and
Industrial education. The Superinten-
detit of Education was sent to investl-
gate.and report upon the latest meth-
ods In wogiie 'in-the best technical

ent of Europe and the United States.
A report valuable and complete was
the result. Acting at once on this re-
port, the Government passed a meas-
ure in- 1911 which devises a scheme
of Industrial training {n urban centrea,
under the contrel of advisory com-
mitiees, on which manufacturers and
workmen are represented, as well as
the school boardsa"

This has a very fine sound, but what,
are the factg? .The public. ac-
counts for the year ending October,
1910, show that the Ontarieo Govern-
ment spent on technical education

@

grants during last year only $31,088,

DEARTH OF COMPETENT
SCHOOL TEACHERS

B

" Any Sufficient

Extraordinary Figures Showing How Great a Proportion
of the Teachers of Ontario Are Without

If and when they arc retarned |

thve Legisiature proposc to make
more Liberal grants in ald of

primary . education, -and _

view to incresse the supply and

eficiency of teachers, both male
and female, they will restore

There is no \tam of educational pol-
jey In &ny counlry more imporient
than the training and certification of
publlc school teachers. If the Hiate
undertakes to make a certain amount
of public school instruction ob.gatory
on parents and chilirem, the State
miuat be held bound to see that those
who impart the instruclion are com-
petent to do the word. It i= the
hélght of tyrannical cruelty fo Te-
aquire a parent to send his children to
school withqut some reasonable guar-
antee that they will rdot be wasting
their time when they are there.

It is not possible to secure that
gvery teacher in the public schools of
Ontario shall be thoroughly qualified
for the position, but it is possible to
sécurs that every teacher shall have
certain qualifications which ghould
be regarded as an indispensable min-
imum.  They shduld all have passed
a written examination in certain pre-
scribed subjects, and they should all
have spént some time in getting such
a professional training as wise and
experienced instructors may be able
within reasonable limits to impart. 1f
they have never recélved such a irain.
ing they will have to learn every-
thing at the expense-of the children
onn whom they are permitied (o exs

L}

T'nder the Omtario publle sehool
svstem s It his been for the last few
years the intending teacher has had
to+ puss. an examinatién before  his
entrance  to & Provinels] normal
»chool, ‘where he has heen spending
A sear n gelting his professional
training. Successful graduation means
a.permanent second-class certificste,
valid fn ‘any part of'the Frovince.
Prior to the commencement of the
Whit‘ney regime the intending teach-
er could secure in a short session be-

"
woekn of fessional. training
m ' - '_“ﬂt“rl-ﬂbllll ~

This trailning was prayv ded in

“eounty . model - schools.” smany of
“which were well ey ' sor im-
‘parting i1, If all of _nimwm‘n;t

so, then steps should have heen (a
'Mm-'thn instead of abolish-
thefti. The tescher's training in
days was com fvieny  inex:
and after one year of success-
he might attend =a
get » certificaie of

or Mie.

'l':lu;‘lu-q .I-|-|.l:..-' A

'
.

ot sams for the
by & Ereater amount t
T Ry g e T e L

Ny '. v _' ‘{l'?hf'f:}*ﬁhmhﬂu

oy }ﬁmhﬁ'ﬂi‘.‘?-ﬂiﬂﬂl‘- :

.::.I.II ..-H.'- 1..,_:‘.']‘ ..F‘q& iy : i -.--:‘ " ,
» 1 '|-E f-:': : 3 I "ﬁ"" {or L
E. i = .

to power the Liberal members of 1

Inspectorale of Northumberiand and

Durham there were in 1.08, In sev-

enty rural schools, two MArst-class

feacheras, twenty-two second-class, and

forty-six third-class, aund ngt agsin-

gle  tegcRer Notdldy  ady LMY of a

porary certificate or permit.. In

4 2 In 1910

teachers,

twenty-

with neo

t the de-

Lthese statis-

z bedn ng o sl over the

vinge 18 ‘Wuite eertain by the

fcllowing table taken from the reéport

of the Minister of Education for
1919:

Other
2nd 3rd ceptif-
claes, rlass, cales,
=454 1%
1,477 |
1304 LT
2 199 a7
2,585 s
mTa
U
1081
1 530
1.T74
1.T7R

Btarting with 1872, the first year
after the new system came into force
upder the school act of 1871, the per-
céntage of other than regular certifi-
cates for the whole . Province was
ten and a hall: in 1877 it was fiftesn:
in 1882, fourteen; |n 1887, twelve: In
1893, ten and a third ; In 1897, ten"
and one-fifth: in 1902, eleven: in 1807,
nearly eighteen and a halfl; in 1908,
seventeen and a hailf; in 19509, seven-
teen and one-third. As rural schools
suffer more than urban schools from
this evil, it is interesting to note. that
in 1807 the percentagge of non-regular
certificatés In  rural schools was

No of 1t
tenchers, class,
149
1.7
ey
4B

sbiy

i

5252 e
28583

.
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ITA—AN
oF
TUTIONS.

Prouwd of the University.

There are

I i very difficult indeed to be
eartain

making any ealculation from our pub- |
lic accounts, Decause
many . Itlb—]l-_djm

divisions of the

__and _ accurate in

there
and the sub-
eduycational! work are

very varied, but, sir, | have no doubt
whatever that the figures quoted by

the hon.

tiglly .correct.

gentleman mentioned are

According (o

them the Government grant last year
to public and separate schools aver-

aged §1.38 per

pupll ; the grant to

high sthoels and collegiate Institutes

averaged 54 . 64

per pupll ; the grant

to normal and model schaols averaged

3112.43 per
University o
pupll.

%o

It is ditficult to figure exactl}

). and that to the
ronto $116.316 per

what the average would be to' agri-
cultural studentz, although substan-

tial sums are given.

now a very

But, sir, 1 come

important point. No

member of this House = advancine

hopnest criticlsm,
the Government

facts and does not point them out.

uestion, w=ir,
in this House, a question

raise the
often ra

aither for or against
. who is passing over
|
that 1 have

ve often pressed upon the
it dnd that 1=, while weEre

doing very falrly by way of assisting
the p’uﬂh who attend our public and

separa
sities, what are

schools, our high schools and
collegiate Institutes, and

our univer-

we doing for the lad

who is forced to leave s-hool between

the ages of
vears and
shop 7T S
s1

thirteen and
bably ente
LAST ¥

eighteen
the work-
WE AS-
UDpD PUBLIC

AND SEPARATE SCHOOL PUPILS

AT THE
HEAD ; WE !
HIGH SCHOOL

TE

OF $1.38 PER
31,000, ODD
AND

PUPILS AT THE RATE OF $112.43

PER CAPITA ;

AND WE ASSISTED

29580 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AT

THE RATE OF $126 36 PER CAP-

. SIR, WE ARE PROUD
EDUCATIONAL INSTI-

“We are. particulariy proud of our

ining bodlies cal

Provincial University. the lergest uni-
versity to-day in the British Empire.
bly one or two exam-

jed universities, such

as Lendon and Caléutta, that may be

larger. but there is no federation of

colleges to-day In the British Empire
with practical teaching faculties that
has the attendance that the University
of Toronto-has... In the whole British
Empire we lead the way to-day, and

I am sure Ontario is proud of it.. Bo,

sir, it must clearly be understood that
I am mnot objecting Lo
grants-referred to, but 1 desire clearly

any of the

to point out that out of the 460,000

forced to |eave

earn thelr bread

odd pupils who attend our public and
separate schools a large number are

school

widdout ever
even entering - high sc “and to

by the swel® of thair

brow in factories, workshops and such

like places. They leave,

varying from possibly
enteen. The growing

ir, at ages
thirteen to sov-
and important

question I ralse sir, I8, with all our
boasted education, what ‘are we doing
for those lads who nesd our nassisi-

ance mokt 7. W
blem falrly.

tlon.

high school, through

stitute, through

e must faca this pro-

This is a sérious ques-
We follow the lad through the

the*collegliate in-

the University of To-

ronto, and we as#ist him in every case.
We follow the younk man to the Agri-

cultural College

to assist in his educallon.

our intending te
perly so, th
mal schoo

and we make grants
e follow

achers. and very pro-

ugh the model and nor-
.and we make granis and

assist in their education.
A Disgrace to the Proviave.
“RUT, SIR, PO WE FOLLOW THE

IN

THE WORKSHOP OF

AND

o

AND
YEARS OF AGE—PFOOR
APS, THE -SONS OF POOR PAR-
FENTS—D0O WE FOLLOW THEM, I

?

REPEAT B,
TREMENDOUS NEGATIVE.
not — and
and ‘a disgrace

it

—we da not
with
we ‘well

It is troe tha

an evening class wchool,
might

THE ANSWER I8 A

We do
i« a crying shame
ta this Province
follow  these lads
1]
this Province.
Gov-

t the present

ernment ate doing & little and the old

Government did

lines of technical education.
sir. 1 am within the mark when [ =iy
| that 58 per cent,

something alang the
1 think.

of the lads who enter

twenty; in 1908, neariy nineteen and|the workshop enter al bstween the
@ half; and in 1998, nearly twenty-|ages of fourteen and sixteen Years.

one.”  In -short, the above afficially
compliled table shows that from 1872,
when the Liberals came inte powar,
ti 1965, when they went out of of-
fice, the percentage of non-regular
certificates steadily decreased. and!
that from the abolition of the model
echools by the Whitney Government
the percentage was materially in-
creased. There never was a clearer
cdre of cause and ~fect than the obvl.
ous relation between the abglition of
these schools and the present scarcit.
of properly certificated teachers.
In the Whitney Govern t'’e cam.
‘pamphiat part of one page (42
rq' given up to a hrier dhﬂ,ﬂﬂn of
model .schools and teach sl ocertin-
catesr. ' It = admitted th,l
TEing T \he untapectedi
o o un " HTEe® BXD- |
due _te‘?-rr to the west Pro-
vinces. fo stated that 447 are
now In nw At these schaols,
and that this nu rof new|
teachers will Be available |
he number of thos« who held’ L
wry certincates.” This s net s
if it is to be regarted us a fore-
shadowing of further abandonment of
s fulyoss polley. 1t is stated in the
mme connection that “the supply of |
-'h-thrl Is incregsing. ” and that there |

certiflcates. To justify this sssertfon
the following table i=s inserted 1 —

1904 1997, 1000. 1914

%88 TIL  TAG . SM4

5 4038 3,718 4,485 5,187

3,288 2,347 2,955 1949
lr

¥l '.

several
reopened

Firat-<lase

1 [
‘.F-
i

[ing in our hig

= 1 "'-- 3 ik
Sy ad | ’

Thes moment
the State drops

they

leave our - schools
ite leading strings and

pays mo attention to them whatever.
frade Schools Not Wanted.

“Trade
Epenker,

furnish a particular trade,

the hoyv ounl B

do not advocate such a school

extablishment

srhools,
are. intended 10 feach and

of course, Mr.
and to turn
finished moechanic. 1
The
2 hroely

W technieal

‘such as they have on the other sldé,

and such as they have in England, is
the class of school we ougbt to have

here.
te 1fhstituten

great mass of lads that ough
reached. THE :1‘

Eral e it

I8

It is mot a little technical train-
i schools and our golle- |

will reach the

Lt 1o he
NEED=
WHOM

that

LAD THAT
A TO

TION, 18 THE LAD WHO

HAS
The
to’ have “in

GONE INTO THE WORK-
EARN
technical schoo

LIVING.
we onght

this - Provinee, that

should establish Immediately and
ﬂﬂﬁ.n &ould easily establish if we

enlisted the ald of the manufacturers

and the employers of labor and. the

business 113

is the even
fect is the skill

_— r

[ SAgelY

our towns and clties,

pchool accessible to all
an improvement in the grades of {The manufacturers realize how imper-

of the woérkmen 1o-

TS are araw- indopirinl < .

Are EO-

H}Li.m]ﬂ,ﬂ;[all departmentis by -the People's Rall-
INSTITUTE PUPILS AT THE RATE | way and the development
OF #84.88 PER CAPITA: WE AS-
SISTED 438 NORMAL AND MODEL

during (he past

Y UNDER

Through Whitney Policy of Leth-
Brgy — PProgressive Proposals of |

Liberal Leader, 1|

The Liberal policy calls for the
malntenance of the colonizration

character of the Temiskaming
& Northern Omario Railway,
and the progection of shippers
and settlers from  Inequitable
rates by - subjecting the rail-
roid to regulation byfthe Do-
minion Rallway Comm¥sion and
the general railway law; remov-
ing just grounds of complaint
by permitting actions at law
again ithe raillway without the
necessity of first obtaining per-
mission frdm the Atlorney-Gen-
eral; placing the rallway in the
same position as other T™allways
in the. .l of payment of
municipal "taxes; the extension
of “the rallway with all practi-
cable speed to a sultable outlet
to Hudson Bay., and branches as
required for the development of
the country, _
"This is a large progressive
order. Its adoption means a Greater|
Ontario in deed as well as in uanw..lti
méuns efficient, businésslike service in|

and

of very

great possibilitlez in the neorth.

A Liberal Ideal.

The Liberal policy appeals allke
to the imagination and the practical
enterprise of the people of Onitario.
It is a policy of vision, based upon
principles of equity and sound com-
mon sense. It was a Liberal Govern-
ment who, a decade ago,Jooked beyond
and blazed the trall for & gErealer
Ontario than had been. It will be
recalled that when that Liberal Gaov-
ernment proposed the project of a
gm'ernmﬁyt-hullt and government-op-
erated rallway the then Con-
servative Opposition did not recelve
the suggestion kindly. Amid carping
criticism the great work of opening
up the practically unknown hinter-
land was insugurated. Sir James
Whitney himself was among the sev-
erest critics anil scornfully designa-
ted the district as “the land of the

tunted lar.”
§ But Iﬂ?nrrnlilm persevered in its

project, and the Temiskaming &
Northera Ontario Rallway was con-
structed with a view to open up com-
munication and assist in colonizing
th t pns=ettled WW¥hern -couniry,

.

tiez he showed small practical inter-|
e=t. With develaping arteries of com.
munication and constrdeling Iﬂn-’.'il
permanent roads he had not much to’l
do. His concern was in the revenue- |
produecing  abilitigs of the
growth and mining deposits

Country Left to Grow,

As a consequence comparalivel'y
litile has heen done along the lines ol'-
iginally proposed by the Liberal party
when it projected the People's Rall
way. Dissatisfaction throughout the!
north is generdal because of (the many |
tnfustices and anomaltes which have|
been perpetrated or permitted o]
exist. Northern Ontario—like Topsay|
—has “been  graclousty permitted |
o “grow.,” so far as the Whitney|
(tovernment are concerned. There has)
heen no stable, intelligent, progressiveé |
ard co-operative fv stering encouragy-
ment by an Admicistration who have|
not hesitated to avall themaelves of :H:
northern opportunities te augment|
their revenue. It Is true that certain
extenslons of the rallway have been
made, but action in all cases Was
cnly taken afier long-drawn-out an
repeated assaults on the lethargy of
the Government, both by the rallway |
Commission and the people them-
selves, after the Rip Van Winkles at
Queen's Park had been prodded outof
their slumber.

Fistebsion to Hudson Bay.

The or'tinal intention of the Lib-
eral Government was to extend the
rallway to Hudson Bay. The Con-
servative Government have stopped,
apparently satisfied, at Cochrane. In
advocating its extension “with all]
practical speed to a sultable outlet|
to Hudson Bay" and the construction
of branches *“d@s required for the ﬂl‘-;
velopment- of the country.““the new|
Liberal leader is In line with the
ideals n%ch governed the initiation
of the project and the determination
to do part In the building up and de-
velopment of & larger and more
prosperous Province.

. But. the Liberal .party propose to
go even further. They propose 1o seek
an Ontario port on the Hudson Bay.
It has been demonsirated that James
Fay i= practically useless for naviga-
tlon. ' For some miles.out from the
shore the waters of the James Day
are exceptionally shmllow, genarally
but three to four feet desp. There
i+ no natural desp-water channel at
any point, and dredging operations
wopld be Impracticabls, uncertain
and enormously  expensive. Ontario
must, therefore, seek to obtain a port
on Hudson Bay, that she may partiei-
pate in the trade of the great north-
ern s#ea, and in the boundary nego-

timber |

tiations between Omntario and Mani-| g

toba this should he mads jhe vilal

ronstderation.

The Needs of Agni:ulturg.-

1

|

e

The Liberal policy on agrical-
tare is to stop the depopulation
of rural Ontario, give adequate
technical instruction in farming
and fruit culture in rural schools,
to bring suitable immigrants into
the Provinee, promote good roads,
establish demonstration farms,
and inaugurate a crusade 1o
stamp out woeds and discunes
among trees by a system of in-
spection, to extend the useful-
ness of ithe Agricultural College

al Guaelplh.

Along  with the digappointment
which every Canadian fell over the
census returns, recently — published,
there came to everyone interested in |
the growth of the Province of On-|
tario the significant knowledge that!
the rural population of the Province
waik deeclinlng: that there Wwere less
people on farms than there were ten
years ago: that almost the -endtire in-
erease in population was confined 1o
the citles and towns of over 4,000 IIJ-L
habitants: that the FProvipce Was in[
nowise attractive ‘to immigrants who
wanted to settle on the land.

The Department of Agriculiure,
instead of delving to And the Omuse)
of thi= decline, sels about Lo defend
iiself, and draws analogies f_rn-m the
.. E. Loyalist movement In ( anada A
century, and a quarter ago; il biame:
the gé’%t. anit it blames the citics and
tewng. 11 does not face the f'l.d_;t'_-.t"r‘l;_ai

rease in tWe populatiomn of Uniaro
, i deeade s 336,985, of
which Toronfo supoiled simeost  hall.
(iher citles and townps of over 4,000
increased 176.533. The entire urPln
popuistion has inéreascd 341..53.|
vhile there are 7.798 jess people on|
the land than thers wWeTe 1en  Fears
PEO.

‘Hﬂl. Jas. 8, Duff, Minister of Agri-
culture, seems to be suffering from
a guiily conscience. In the report
of ‘the Department for 1910 - the Mine|
wter aimost admits the coln: =] desirs
te dispel the impression. if any such
existe™ he says, “that Oniarin agri-
culture = doscadent, and to establish
clearly the fact that. far 'from being
n sowree of pessimism, there nwﬂ-}
wax a time s hen agriecullUre was #o
prosperous or the outiook so bright.”|
Sirange 't la that thése words rhould!
b necessary feom the Minlstér of
Agriculture, Omne can alfmost hear
the voice of Macheth ory: ““Thou canst
not sayv '] did it; ehake not thy gory
locks at me,”’ -

Hut that is not ail. The Miaisler|

ses on 1p explain where the tural;
:-:pul.lthm has gone toy “When we
gGehdt rural Ontarie with the loss of
a Hitie less than ten per cent. of
pepulation, we should credit
fmtario with several things,™ he ssys |
Among the things rural Ontario is te
ha credited with' “is the earichment
~f the cities, the supplying of a baris
for the deveiopment of the Provinces
SC Who A St for “ehienintiot
the sssertion that the ™

b
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DIr-| and telephone services; to establish

| eurnings annua.l’

=

men go to the west 7. he freguently
esked. He was powerless. No mat-
ter how he endeavored “to promole
colonizatian, the tpﬁnplu would not
stay. Farming in Ontaric was not at-
tractive, and wnder the clrcumstances
settlers were drawn by the stronger
magnet in ‘the west,

The. need for mlert and effective
action in regard to the settiement of
thirtario and the alarming exodus
from farms had been préviously |
brought to the attention , of the Gov-|
ernment from- the outside, On June
10, 1910, Mr. J. W. Flavelle, Presi-
denl of the Willlam Davies Company, |
ldmited, wrote to Hon, James B. Dul, |
Minister of Agriculture, a letter out-|
lining the cagses of the rise in the
price of food producta. and discumrsed
al considerable length the varions
reasons assigned for a decrease in the
population and outlput of Ontario's
farms. This letter was published in
The News on June 1B of last year.
Mr., Flavelle s a well-known. Conser-
vative, is high In the favor of thel
Government, and any pronouncement|
from him nrest bhe regarded as the|
nidvice of a friend. He criticizsd the |
moethods employed an Ontario farme |

| Those who go on the land, he argy-!

ed,” follow the line of least resistance. |
He pointad out the new markets
which were springing up In Canada.
and deplored a reduced acreage in
lmarley and oats “"Everything has'
been reduced which demanda labor!
and intelligent, discriminuting «ffort,””|
he declared. More extensive farming
instead of more intensive farming had |
been adopted, :

The report of the Burean of Indus-|
tries. Tor 1998 showed that for 1h4r~|I
past ten Years, af compared with the |
previous sevehteen years, thers was'
from a moderate to an sxcgllent in-
crease per acre of the yield of field!
crope. Buat In the last fve years of |
that ten-¥ear vering development had
apparently ceared. . During the first!
halt of the prerent decade there was
4@ healthy development; during the
last ha!f a blight has ¢ome upon the!
enterprise of farmine.” '

Leadership, Mr. Flavelle contended, |
was wanted for the departmental)
siaff. Organization, co-ofiération wnd
increared capital expenditure  were
neggssary. “it = a matter of [igle
importance whether the sum expend-
ed-anrually Is §750.000 or twice $760.-
000, if Dack of the sntlerprise there
i= not the character and effort which|
produce results. There are ten thines
ten milllons of doilars of nereased
for the farms of |
this Province by the exercise of im-|
proved methods and larger develop-|
menl"’ . o : l'.

This Provipees: shoeudd establidh |
leadership . in constiroctive plane and
in enthusiasm =hich il command a;
{ollowing. 1

The iiberal platform suggesiz st |
once &n attenpt to asterinin  the
catuse of rural depopulation in/Ontar- |
. A Roysl commwsrion show'd be
appointed te Inquire into, and to sug- |
gest measures which sheuld at onee |
“prevent any further dec'ine and pro.
mote thes general ~ agricu’trral Ine-;
tarests o the Province, ant *o “eport
vonn ' afequite technical insiruct'nns
‘n farmin~ in ;ﬂﬂlﬂthﬁﬂl}.ﬁﬂ: Bnec. |

techhnical educstinag In TN -
:li districts. Incidental ‘to this iz the
propeml to bring inte '!'hl F:nﬂnr;!
suitable people fcr rettlement an
employment Tpon farwis: arsirt the
haliding - of good roads by Prov'ncal
bomds: to extend: the lighl. power,

mote demonstrathon farms and devel-
op the apple-growing Industry. o
. ‘out mexions wesds by a aystem

| 8 Pravincial l.)venss Ofoers,

pointment - by Merit, and  Noa
Pal, Lol e T
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The spoils and patronage sys-
tems are mimical to the highest
efliciency of the civil service and
o the best interosts of the coun-
try. We propose the creation of
a Clvil Service Uommission, and
that appointments and promo-
tions in the service shall be by

merit aller competitive examing-
tion,

In these words from the platform
of the Liberals of Ontario ab laid
down by Mr. Rowell lies the hope of
redemption from a system of appoint-
ment to public oMce that has long
disgraced Ontario, a systam und.ﬂ'
Which “pull” ecounts for almost svery-
Lthing and merit is..ef . Jitls Sonse-
quence. The Liberal party while In
power at Olitawa appeinted a Civil
Service Commission that has done a
great deal toward taking the inside
civil ;servants out  of polities Mr.
Bnrdeg promises  to enlarge the
spheré of the commission's Opera-

| tiond,. and for the sake of good gov-

Ernment It I to ba hﬂpt‘ﬂ he will do
50. but already wholesale dismisssls
of Liperal oMeials are taking place In
the oulside service and a wiid bcram-

bie is in progress for minor positions
among the victorious Conservallves.

In_Ontario Bir James Whitasy and
his Ministers have never made any
pretence of- encouraging civil ser-
viece reform. In his recent mani-
festo telling what his Governmént has
done ar® what it proposes to do thers
is n6t & word about the creation of
a Civil Service Commission.

The definite clear-cyt decldration
of the Libera! party in favor of the
creation of a Clvi]l Bervice Commission
Lo’ regulate appointments to and pro-
motions In the civil service commits
it to one of the most important and
much-needed reforma. - Nothing has

had such an infurions effect on the
public Hfe of Omtarlo as the opera-
thon of thie gpolls and party patronage
ystems. ere |s no more [nsidlous
formi of bribery : there 12 no mors
certain method of destroying true in-
ependence of political actign. Under
them patefi®ism becomiss SubBsrvient
to the "prizes.” and politiclans be
come less concerned in the merits of
the fssues with which they have to
deal than in their possibilities fo fur-
nish material benefits to themselves
and thelr supporters.

Have Degraded Public Service.

The spolls and patronage systams
have doné much to degrads public
and political service. They have be-
Come entrenched In our Provincial
party system, fostered dnd developed
by the Whitney Administration: and
in declaring for thelr termination and
the creation of a non-partisan, bumsl-
nesglike commission to deal with all
appointments on their merita, the Lib
eral leadsr takes one of the boldest,
most radical., far-reaching and advan-
tageoun stepa iowards the Improve-

| ment of public service and the eleva-

tion of the tone of girslic life.

Thia ia Libéral doctfine It =
me. with the example of the mother
country., and follows in the steps of
the creation of a Civil Berviesa Com-
misaion at Ottawa by the Government
={ Sir Wilfrid Laurier

The Headesman's Axe.

The record »f the Government hans
heeén very bad In thia respecl, so bad
that Its own friends have frequently
protested against . The flavoerite
weapon of the Minlsters for severpl
years after they came Into power was
the headsman's axe

The great need for civil service re-
form advocated by the Liberal pamiy
i% aeen When attention s turned to the
coursn pursued by tha Whitney Gev-
ernment =ince coming Inte power (n
1805. They summarily diesmineed il
the Justioces of the Peace, Licenss [n-
spectors bul three, and ldcenss Com.-
missioners in the Provinoes, and ap-
pointed their own {friends, to the num-
bear of thougands, to. 0l thl'rll' 'lm{‘l‘."
It i3 trus that & very l(ew Grit Jo»
tices of the FPeace wWeére reappointed
but mot in excess of 2 per cent
ithe new appolntmenls,

The Whitney Governmenl gume ife
Lo powear In February. 19056, A care-
ful review of The OMcial » Gazette
commancing Fehruary 18, 19056, to the
end of /hal year shows that in this
period of tew and one-hall monthe
there were 6§61 appointmentt (o pfe
fice by the Governmeni. soxclusive of
i "ovPOINETE, Jiipllcen af iha& FFI':"'..
Kolaries Pubil- ammasioner®

1

i

gnd .
{or taking amfidaviie. This nétwithe
standing that there ware only thirt «
five vacancies from death or othep
normal causes. There were 10; Boarda
of ‘LAcense Commissioners, 16 D=
vislan Court Clerks, 117 DM inion
Court Ballff=, 7€ License InspeclorTh,
38 Pos
lice Magistratles € Heglstrars of leedp
éte. ‘In factl, ThAroughout that Yeaf
not one week sl witiout the re.
moval from offce of somié OMClal e
make plive for friends af the Goavern
ment. A, Turther, Il ha= bren stated
that throughaut fael year thers wne
no mesiing of the Execwtive Conngtl
at hich somes ofMctad » 8 pol doecapl-
tated,

One hundred
1ohal &l peven

and #lxls-five of  ths
hundred ang Tour =ivii

{ servtive atfictals b otfice o Bevem bhe-

21, 18904, were dismissad
within the next thees

The Call 1o Relform.

It i= this kiS4 of thint that disgusts
good citlzens and lowers The whole
‘tone of publy: ife. Therr s no more
needed reform than that r+hich will
do much to purge the = 'mhlstr-
tion aof Ontario’:s Cove nrtenl from
this debas’ng stule of I de-
fermyining war uvor aot's ant
peironaTes sTvEtems SN Lol Rl
of as «IRctent pon- artisas C'vll Sep-
viee Commi=sslon b Livernl arty
have Inasrcrated ome af the mo t vigal
.H uf"'l- —_— E T
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MBEMALY wHA se GLAD.
Galt Reformer: Liberale all gver
the Provipcs will hall wilh & pgreat
deal of wmilsfection i broad -
ng copprehansive platform a8 pob-
llﬂtl_ "
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