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 VISIT T0 OBERAMMERGAU

AND SEEING THE PRESENTATION OF
THE PASSION PLAY.

e

Simple-Minded Folk Bent in Upholding the
Tradition of Their Village—The Play Does
Not Show Signs of Deterioration.

Of the thousands of visitors who week by
week enter the village of Oberammergau this
sammer, how many have discovered s real
charm: Certainly, those who arrive over-
night for the next day's performance of the
“Passion Play” and leave direcfly after,
know nothing of .  They have seen the
Play, bul they know nothing of the players,
and the secret lies with them To know
Oberammergau, and appreciate it at its full
worth, you must kvow the people. 1 have
stood outside the theatre more than once this
summer and watched the people streamung
owt of the vast auditorium, hurrying 1o cateh
train or 'bus, bent only on flying offil some-
where else to “do” the next thing. They
have “done” the “Passion Play”; now they
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proceed to the next item on their programme
—castles, it may be, in the near neighbor-
hood, or peaks and passes farther off. And
all the time they are leaving behind what
might be the most enjoyable item of all—a
knowledge of the men, women, and children
who produce this wonderful presentation of
the Passion of Our Lord It is true that
there are some who act otherwise, angd hnd n
the village sufficient entertainment for <omg
holiday, at any rate. Indeed, 1 have known
persons who have found Oberammergau so
attractive ‘on their firsg visit that it has been
repeated years after year with never-diminish-
ing joy. The place has become to them a
perpetual delight. But all such persons are
not of those who go to make up the general
run of tourists’ parties. In holiday-mzking
it is evervone to hik own lking. Some hke
one thing and some anather. There are those
who discover 3 pleasant spol or a guiet nook,
and are satisfied; there are others who are
ever craving for [tresh scenes and pastures
new, and, in fact, enjoy travel. The Amen-
can is fairly typical of the latter, and it is
extraordinary not sgerely what ground he
covers and what sights he sees, but what he
takes in. The Englishman is less inclined to
be the gadabout, and is content with a quiet-
er and more restful holiday, agd he probably
of all the nationalities represented ar Ober-
ammergau in the year of the “Passion Play”
is the most apprecigtive of the people and the
Play, for the simple reason that he really
makes a point of getting to know them and
to probe their motives and their actions to
the bottom. | remember, on my first wisit
to Oberammergan in 190, when 1 formed one
of a deputation from England to present the

rocessional crods to the village after. the

ay of the previous year, that Josel Mayr
paid this compliment to the Eaglish. He
said, in the course of his speech at the public
presentation, that no people had shown such
lasting sympathy towards them fnd given
such proofs of benevolence with s0 many
kind deeds as the English. There is a very
strong bond of affection <hetween  Ober-
smmergiv and the English visitor,

It is often asked whether the people are
not spoilt by s3 muoch public attention, and
whether their motives are as genuine as of
old, 1 dun't hesitale o0 answers
tions to the ,credit- of the Oberammergau.
Nothing | have seen ar heard induces me Lo
think that they are other than their fathers
were, smple-minded folk bent on upholding
the tradition of their village. No other spot
in the world gathers so many people togethes
from all pationalities as does this village ol
Oberammergan at the time of the "Passion
Play,” and yet, in spite of tempting financial
bribes, they remain true &> their traditions,
and, from what I hear, pever before have the
offers to break away from them been so at
tractive as they were this year. Simplicity
is, in fact, their chief characteristic, and what
gives to them their great charm. Buot sim-
plieity does not mean weakness of character.
The story of the “Passion Play” for the last
fifty years is full of incidents which have
brought out great strength of character: the
strugules of the men to face disappointment
—the d.sappointment of a minor part in the'
Play, of the surrender of an old part Bn ac
count of increasing years, These are things
which may seem trivial to outsiders, but to
the mten of the village the Play is the ab-
sorbing thing in their lives, and to lose their
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position in it is a matter ofthe greatest grief.
All the parts are chosen by the Committee
(daly elected for the purpose), and their re-
fusal to allow Josef Mayr to be the Christus
of 1900 was indeed a bitter blow, and deeply
he felt it. But he had grown too old, and
the surrender was inevitable, though he did
not think so. But, by way of compensation,
a place was made him as Prologus, and
nol bofig after the village showed their trust
and affection by electing Wim Burgomeiser
A ndch sadder case than this was the depo-
sition of Gregor Lechner as Judas. He had
represented the betrayer from 1850 to 1880,

bat in 1890 he was considéred too old and
geh 4 minor part. It broke the poor ol
apdl He died from sheer disappointment

and ° tion.
Those who recall Mayr's majestic presence
will, perhaps, have been disap-
with his swecessor this year. But
r -was & difficult man to {ollow, either as

the Christds or as , He had an
i woice: he seemed

e B ke S b e
to out o soul the
 of the Cross to each individual pres-
m“l forget his solemn words of

mﬂ the wery outset of the Play:—
e r-ﬂt, welche die Liebe hier
Um den Heiland vereint, tranernd ihm

- -machaugeh'n
Auf dem Wege :
" Bis zur Statte der Grabesrub.
Mayr's successor has meither the presence
¢ voice that he had, but Amon Lech-
ambition is to play his father's
catches

as

s answer.
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and, < evurse, thuse of wry party were strict-
ly loyal to his feclings.

Does the Play show signs of deterioration’?

Certainly mot. The Play is as strong as ever.
lrue, gne may pick out characters which one
preferred on a previous occasion, but, taking
the Play as a whole, it moves as much as
ever it dad, and its inspiration s equally
great.. And the master mand of it all goes
about the village almost unnoticed. An elder-
ly man, Herr Ludwig Lang, the head of the
carving school, is impervious o public re-
cogniion. A gemus for management and a
true artist, possessing a strong will, he dom-
inatks the Play with his personality and has
brought it to its presemt height. He directs
each performance, and his puppets move to
the wave of his hand in astonishing obedi-
ence. They are almost too obedient, for the
shouting of the crowds in unison is not the
wsual way of crowds. [t 5 strange that sech
A matter as this has not impressed itself on
Herr Lang, because in Germany stage crowds
are quite famous. It was, I believe, the Visit
of the Saxe-Meiningen Company 1o London
that gave our stage-managers a conception of
the real possibilities of a crowd: and those
who bave seen the “Meistersingers” at Bay-
reuth, or elsewhere in Germany, will at once
recall the riot scene of the apprentices.

But it is on the artistic side of the “Pas-
sion Play” that so much is due to Herr Lud-
wig Lang. All the groupings and tablesux
are his conceptions; and the robes and dress-
¢s are planned by him and cut out by his
sister. The tableaux seemed miore siriking
than ever this year. In one of them they
mtroduce a donkey—I think it was the scene
of Joseph sold by his brethren. | can tell a
story about the dog of past Plays, which, 1
think, will be new to most, and is rather
pretty. The tableau of Tobias and the angel
comes down to us from the earliest of the
old mystery plays, and Tobias is invariably
aFcompanted by his dog. . At Oberammergau
this tradition was strictly adhered to. In
1870 a white Pomeranian figured in the scene,
having been trained to stand quite still by
his master. The Franeo-German War broke
out, and the play was interrupted. The dog's
master was called away to join his regiment.
The dog was sold and taken to a distant vil-
lage. But it was not long before he found
his way back to Oberammergau, where he
lay down on the threshold of his old home,
refusing all food and drink, and so died. Out
of regard o1 his faithfulness, the villagers
had the skin stuffed, and in this way the dog
appeared in the representations of 1880, 1890,
and 1900, In the last decade the dog dis
appeared, probably owing 1o the ravages of
time, and no one had the heart to replace it.

Of Anton Lang, who as a young man was
called wpon to take up Josel Mayr's part,
much has been written. To succeed Mayr in
the chief chargcter must have been an under-
taking indeed.
years before that he might possibly be waht-
ed, though he had not taken a part in the
Play. He was a delicate youth with a [eeble
voice, to strengthen which he would roam
ovéer the hills in his spare hours singing
Wastily, with no one Lo listen but the cattle
The magnitude of his task almost over-
whelmed him, and he went to Josef Mayr
And the old man's advice was excellent, “|
can teach yon nothing,” he said in effect
“Study the Liie of Christ, and try to realize
the part all »on can” It was not, perhaps,
the advice that wis looked for, but it was

the. best that ocupld be _miven, .And so the

young min #ct to read no only the Gospe!
story, but every book that hore on the Life
of Christ that he could lay his hands on, and
the one that helped himn mwore than any other
was the Imitatio. Who ecan wonder? Herr
Lang is by no means an ascetic or a recluse.
He is a very pleasent companion, a charming
host, and enjoys a good joke. He is, m faet,
a good example of the happy Christian man.
And -while he does not wear his religion on
his sleeve, he makes his presence so felt that
no one would venture a guestionable joke in
his presence.

The music of the Play is a special attrac-
tion. It cannot be heard elsewliere ar under
any other conditions. 1 have heard two ex-
eerpls from it apart from the Play, but this
was on the occasion of the presentation of
the cross o which | have alluded, when, as a
special compliment to the visitors, the “Heil!
Dir” chorus and one other were sung in the
church. The masic is for the “Passion Play"”
and the "Passicn Play” only. It has nol
been published, and 1 hope never will be
There is nothing very special about it, but il
suits the. people and it suits the Play, and I
hope will never be changed—not even for
Bach, whose Passion music is incomparably
finer and altogether on a different plane, The
choir. is uncommonly good this year, anad
some unaccompanied singing in the church,
and in the open air on the occasion of the
Papal Nuncio's visit, when he was serenaded,
was quite equal to any of our own Northern
choirs. But, apart [rom the choir, the people
themselves sing very littlee. Those who have
been to Qberammergau for Corpus Christi,
and witnessed the ppocession all along the
river banks—a very picturesque scene—musl
have been disappointed at the lack of choral
sing-ng. The recilaton of long litanies may
be the expression of great devoltion, but i
does not strike one as being 50 in the same
way that our English hymno-singing does.

The “Charm of Oberammergau” is found
in all these smill itéems of village life and the
Play, which anyone can discover for himseli
by coming in contact with the people and
talking with them. over their experiences.
There Is one dear friesid in the village who
wears on his watch-ghain a couple of bullets,
and will relate their history by giving you a
vivid narrative of the Battle of Worth in the
Franco-German War, and if you get to bed
by midnight you will be Jucky. Bor, what-
¢ver the hour he lets you off, you will find
kim at his smithy at five the next morning
or taking his place as leader of the chorus a
few hours later. Another of the principal
characters has visited England. 1 asked him
what he enjoyed most. Please take a note ol
His. ficst great joy was his visil

to St. Pawl's Cathedral; and his next the

the ‘sings at Margate! y

,  THE DALY BRITISH WHIG., .
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erecied i close proxmmily asd reined the se-
clusion of the place.

The willage courtships are much sffected
by the Play. There is an unbroken rule that
no married woman is allowed o appear on
the sitage of Oberammergan. The conge-
quence is that for some years prior to the
Play the young swazins ol the village have a
very poor chance of mating i there is the
least probability of a part in the Play for the
would-be sweethearts. 1 know of more than
ome young man who is only waiting for the
end of the Play this year to try bis luck
Let us hope he will meet with such success
as his patience deserves.

| have never been able to find out the real
reason for this rule, but my honest ppiunion is
that it is a purely domestic one. Someone
must look after the housing of the guests,
and (will some of ouwr lady friends please
note”) it is thought wiser on the whole for
the womenfolk to do it. Tree, it 44 2 man-
made law, [emale suffrage being unknown in
the village, but it is accepted by the women
without demur, and to be mistress in their
own departments is what, after sll, they de-
sire, The possibility of obtaining a part in
the Play, however, must be very apseiting to
the ordinary life of the village.

The choice of Otulie Zwink as the Blessed
Virgin was a very happy one, and received
general approval. She was away from the
village last year when she was susimonéd
home to take part in one of her minor sum-
mer plays, and so successful was she in her
role that it was generally realizsed that she
was the ideal Mary for the current Play, and
#3 ecager was her father for her to have it
that he offered to resign his part of Judas in
her favor. But he was not called upon to
make this sacrifice, and father and daughter
are appearing in these strangely contrasted
parts. . Gentle-hearted, humble-minded man,
bearing the burden of a great sorrow, Herr
LZwink is a wery attractive personality, and
one is never able to redlize him as the Judas
of history. He has good reason 1o be protid
of his daughter, for her Mary is a very sweet
performance, and probably the best they
have had for a long time.

I have left the greatest charm of the wil-
lage to ° last —viz. the children of Ober-
ammergan. “Were there ever such pic-
turesque little maortals? and wneither betier
nor worse than other children. There 15 2
prcture at every cormer <f the village, for
there are these long-haired, bare-legged boys
and girls, many of them in Tyrolese costume,
to be seen at their games. And if you are
fup early enough you will find them all st
Mass, preparatory to their morning schoal,
No educational difficulty here. Their religion
is their lile,."It.seems to suit these people,”
said a fellow-penman a Bitle contemptuonsly,
as we wiatched
church. "Yes,” | rejoined, “and they are all
of one mind.” 1t 15 a happy state of things.

And so we take farewell to the yitlage,
with the melmory . of its wonderful Play m-
delibly ympressed on us%, opr last 1ook as we
gaze behind shewing the view of the Kofel
towering high abawve the wvillage with s
cross-crowned summit, speaking te us to the
very last of the Saered Passion and the mes.
sage of Divine Lowe.

Handed It Back.

A clergyman in the neighborliood of Not-
tingham was complimenting a wilor in _hiy
parish on repairs which he had dane for him.
In the course of canversation- he, however,
incautionsly ohserved: “When I wint 3 gowd
coat I g to London. They wmake them
there.” Before leaving the shop he inquired,
"By the bye, do you attend my charch?”

“"No,"- was the reply. “When | want to
hear a good sermon 1 go to London. They
make theni there"<=London Tit-Bits.

Lore of the W Ring.
- Im the Isle of Man the wedding-ring was
formerly used as- An inctrdiment of tartare.
Cyril Davenpert, in his boak on “Jewellery,”
remarks that there once existed a -clstom ib
that island “according to which an womar-
ried girl wha had been ffended by a mag
eounld bring him to trial, and if ‘e were found
guilty she would be presented with a sword,
a rope, and a ring. With the sword. she
aright cut off his head, with the rope she
might hang him, or with the ring she might
marry him. It is said that the latter punish-
ment was that invariably inflicted.”

The wedding-ring was anathéma to the
early Puritans, who regarded personal adorn-
ment as one aof the many snires of Satan.
In the old English marciage service it was
the custom ior the bridegroom to put the
ring on the thumb of his bride, saying. “In
the name of the Fathes,” thén on the next
finger, saying, “and the Son” and then on
the third hoger, saying, “and of the Haly
Ghost,” finally on the fourth finger, with the
word, “Amen.” P

The ring was left there becanse, as the
Sarum rubric says, ‘“a vein proceeds thence
to the heart.” In the modern marriage ser-
vice the ring is placed at once upon the third
finger, the invocation to the Trinity being
understand,

An English Sanctuary.

Beverley minsier, 180 miles north: of lLon-
‘on, is the sheine of St John of Beverjey,
who died i the year 721.  In 938 Athelstar
King of England, gave several privileges to
the monastery, one being the privilege of
sanctuwary. This was net merely i6r mah
slaying: it was open to all wtongdoers ex-
cept those who had beea guilty of treason.

For ordinary offences, such as horse stealing, «

cattle stealing, being backward in accouma

or being in 'receipt of nirtﬂﬂlx‘;. 2
e from

man came into sanctwary about a

the monastery or chorch.© There

four crosses on the main roads leadis
Beverley marking the - a
cases of manslaughter

sufficient to be within

Before the fugitive ¢conld claim

must enter the church amyd séat Wimself in
stone chairt known as :

the people pouring out of |
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OUR LOST ILLUSIONS.

But They Only Indicaie Lack of Perception
. on Our Part.
New World

We are apt to say of ene who has gone
through some particmlarly bitter phase of
expstence that he has now been dimlius‘cned:
that the world is mow plain to him ia its
aspect of uncompromisiag harshness and that
ke sees life as it really ls—grim, inexorable,
stern. All this omly indicates lack of percep-
tiom @n our own part.

To lose belief in buman natafe is not,
strictly speaking, to lose one's illusions
Goodness, purity, kindness, honésty, sincerity
are existing virtues Because you have been
disappointed in one person and found these
gualities lacking in his nature is no reason
why yOu should believe that the whole world
lacks them. We are far 0o prone o indulge
ourselves in generalities of the most sweep-
ing nature on the slightest premise

An illusion is a fancy or belief in certain
things which do not exist. If we invest the
other person with imaginary gqualities it is
tén chances to one that we will be grieved
when we find out our mistake. Naturally,
sinceé we are not given supernatural gifts of
divination we cannot find out what is in the
mind of the other person. It is just s well
we do not, for the loss of our illusions eon-
cerning him would not be half so startling
as that. But i we do imagine in any one
person qualities which he does not possess
there is no reason, having been assured of our
mistake, that we should rail at fate and de-
clare n bitterness, “All men are liars and
cowards.”

It must be a person of poor mature, one
mcapable of any gréat depth of feeling, whn
Iwi-li let a dssappointment sour and embitter

him snd turn him against the world. It is
sclfishness to wrap ohe's self in one's hurt
and refuse to believe in or see the goodness
and the trath which really do exist. It is
hard 10 suffer, yes, how hatd only those know
who have gone down into tire deeps of heart-
wrung snguish and cried aloud for help, but
it is making the hurt ten times deeper, more
burtfel, more miserable, ta centre one's life
m it and from that ‘viewpoint of resentment
and pam look at all the world.

This is a good world, this is 3 kind warld,
individual experience to the contrary aot-
withstanding. Pessimism never helped any
cite. The most beautiful, the most  lovable
people we know are those who have come
through great trials and have been sweetened
kil made more boving and gentle by their
sarrow. These have lost no “illusions™ Per-
haps they have made ‘mistakes in judgment,
perhaps. they have been deceived and dis-
appo:nted in those whom they loved, but
they &0 not argue therefrom that they are
deceived by all the rest of mankind.,

e e T
Relief of Massacre Orphans.
For the last fourteen years the National
{ Arsienia and India Relief Association, says
its secretary-treasurer, Miss Emily C. Wheel-
er, Lansheld, O., has been fighting a winning
battle for the lives of children in Turkey and
India. The work wad beguy with the idea
of “saving the orphans left by the massacre
of 1895. They were got into 3 home, taught
{ various ihdustries, clothed and fed for $25 a
year. Those who were interested in cloth
were put to tailonng, and boys who whittled
well put into carpemter shops. At Qorl
-Miss Shattuck has two tacpester: and. one
tachine shop, superintended by a° young

Scotchman. In Marash -they sre taught
weaving, embroidery eand farm work. In
Harpoot boys become ' carpenters, bakers,
weavers, farmirs and shoemakers, and the
| boys, as well as girls, have learned to knot
the Turkish and Persian rugs which now sell
at ggod prices, .

1 Jl‘_!l=l_',_-rnr: are- many India ¢hildren waiting for
Supporters, but the interest has tarned more
owards the 5000 orphans Iw Turkey who

ve been left homeless and fatherless by the
massacte of 1909 in Cilicie. Many children
have béen received in the orphanages already
cstablished in Marash, Ainmtab, Hadjin, Kes-
s#h and Tarsus, atd new orphanages have
been opened in Adana. Poor little children
have been taken into the homes, but the
great problem is to keep the children and
{uelr widowed mothefs together. [t is hoped
that Christendom will rise to the necessity
ol caring somewhat longer lor the Armenian
children of Turkey. The last massacre was
the 57th throngh which the Armenians have
passed. Just now as 4 result of the massacre
thousands are starving and relief is greatly
needed.

What Would St. Paul Say?
Archbishop Alexander.
“If I have eaten miy morsel alone,”

I Thé Patriarch spoke in scorn
What would fe think of the Church were

he showp
Heathendom huge, forlorn,

Iiiudh-n. Christless, with sou! unfed,
\While the Charch's ailment is fulness
: bread,

: Eating Rer morsel alone.

f “l am debtor alike to the Jew and the Greek.”
The highty Apostie¢ cned,

u,TlF“ﬂil: cohtinents, souls to seek,
. For the love of the Crucified

enturies, centuries, since have sped,

lllions are famishing—we have bread —

Yet we eat onr morse] alone

E‘i‘ﬂ’rﬁ- those who have Jargest dower
4 Will Heaven require the more.

Ours is affluence, knowledge, power.
i from shore to shore;

East and

of

call

the Lord was shed.
give them bread,
e?

“ctiguetie™ really nd-ans

or “ticket” How, fhen, comes
conventional forms of ceremony.
certdin Scottish gardener in

at v ersailles

thee courtiers

off  thiess

B . PERTEy Y-
3"

'..I_. ki

;."I' g L g

) E g o] (g ' it
e Ly el Shwt T e |-\,*I| ke =y i - TR
- R T ] i Sl | :
i A A A R AR i - i

DAY, AUGUST 20, 1010

——_r

RSLL e
B s B
%, ".l.

L #i
A r""_ b bR

E——

with the Sunshine furnace

veulence.

the house will be comfortable.

the house during chilly
spring and autumn days

You can have the GAS RING Attachment
This la & recent
McClary invention—and a very desirable cen-

After you let out the furnace in the spring, and In the -early
autumn before the winter's coal supply ts ordered, there are ofien
chilly days when some warmth from the furnace is desirable. Then
the GAS RING is apprecinted. Just light it-€for an heur or twe and

Unlike 2 gas log, the GAS RING does not require removing er

the gas pipe disconnected.

instead, 's & permanent feature. It

simply takes the place of the lower section of the fire-pot.

The GAR RING s always ready for use.
It's very economical If your coal fire should
g0 out you can easily start it golng agaln by lighting the GAB

up with dust or ashes.

RING.

GAS RING wrile direct to us
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For Sale by J. B.BUNT & Co,,

It cannot be clogged

i If aur agent camnot give you coriplete information about the

furnace

Vancouver, 5L Johm, N.B.. Heamilten, Calgarys
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THE enjoyment of an

culminates

in the opening up of the bottle of
CORBXY'S

“SPECIAL SELECTED'”

RYE WHISKY

Every ona in the party will

true hospitality.

hamper.

Nold
Ererywhere

A breakfast in itsell.
apple.

the Kellogg package—but be

LIST? OF DATES

Of the Agricultural Societies’ Fairs. |

1910.

Aletandria ...
Almonte ... ...... ..Sept. 19, 2. sod 21
' e S S | e
Banerolt ... ... .. Bept. 29 and 30

inas sheres webopt. 13 and M
Betwick ... ... . . wept.23 and &l
Brockville ... Aug. 30, 31, Sept. | and 2
Cantroville ... ... .. o.......SBept. 17
Cobden ... ... vireenOpt. 29 and 20
Cobourg ...... ... weseattpt. 21 and- 22
Colborne ... ... ... ... ..0ct. 4 and &
Comwall .. ... .. weonpt. 8, 9, 10
Delle ... ... ...Be;t 26 77,95
Frankville ... _ .. wept. 20 and 20

Gualph ... ... setept. W, 21, 1
Barrowsmith ... ... ... .. Nept. § and 9

wept. M
i ., 22 and B

. Nept. N and 9,

5 el . § amdd ¥

Lansdowne ... ... Bept. 22 and B3

Towmbardy ... .. ... . ..Set 17
e Bept.

. 17
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the maost genial beverage under the sun.
“par excellence” for the picnic hamper.

delicate velvet smooth flavor, that
deliciously with either plain water or soda
Good cheer makes the holiday complete.

Give your friends the best.
“SPECIAL SELECTED" is the essence of

“Corby’s of Corbyville for Over Half-a-Cantury."’

Kollog?”

bares oo 90PL. <19 and 20

It is the whisky

appreciate its
blends

CORBY'S

Put it In your picnie

e H. CORBY DISTILLERY COMPANY, Limited

54

CENTS
A
PACKAGLH

Try it tomorrow morping with a baked
Smother them in cream, and sugar to your taste,

TOASTED

They right food for the start of the day.
subltance of the sort for building bone and making muscle.

CORN

Nothing will convince you so quickly as the goality wrapped in

Kellogg’'s contains

“THE
SWEETHEART
OF THRE
CORN"

sore it's the Kellogg package.
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