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That Some
Recpects Are Little Better
He Points Out That the Creat
Crowded House Funeral.

Liar SUppo ed 1o tl"'
I Christian; bat in sGme res pecls they are Little
better pagan. . The great ewail s the
crowded house funeral. lu cities it i1s not so
bad, partly because city people are too busy
to attend funerals out of curiosity, but chiefly |
because city people have & wholesome re-!
spect for the sanctity and privacy of the home,
In the death notices of city papers, the old
iormula “friends and acquaintances respect-
fully invited w0 attend” has been replaced by
“funeral private"—sometimies “strictly pri-
vate, even the vme being announced.
And such cases, ¢! course, relatives and
friends whose attendance is desired are noti- |
fhed perscnally. But in the country, EE‘FI-EL ..IH
and owns, Lh 15
5-‘.11!:; .'-.ﬂ'dlr- .’l must be
largely attended, or the relatives are not satis-
fie Now if the rubrics are observed, and the
I_H.&;.! service said in the church, all would be
well. But, instead of this, the relatives insist |
house :l.:l'."l.‘TEiL:_ not of pri-
for that is out of the question, but be-
cause 1t customary, and because it makes
the home some very brdinary family
momentary centre of sympathy, of interest,
and of importance. That the accommodation
quite insufficient looked upon as
thing that cannot be helped. Here
in point: AN _
A widow with two dzughters lived in a
comfortable five-roomed cottage n a small
town., They were not poor people by any
and had many relatives and cannec-
tions in the vicinity. A son died mm Manitoba,
and the body was brought home for burial. |
When the rector the parish called to ar-
range for the funeral, he was guickly apprised
that w be a {-petion of some import-
ance, one at which Iff should feel compliment-
ed to officiate. , Owing tp the smallness
the cottage, suggested that there be a pni-
vate service the family, followed by an
adjournment to  the church.. This offer was
refused on the ground that the church
‘too public.” %et the family demanded
be summoned to attend
a request that was
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quiet and reverent; s were frankly gossip-
ng: the men of the town were amus-|
ing themselves might have done at an
auction match. One of the
daugh deceased, unable control
came to an open window and scream-
“dear papa.” It was really a pamn-
ful -.Ill|_ one could not but pity the
family, the victims of an absurd custom, which |
made them the target of curious eyes at the
very time whenggle and SETNSe
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ceremony. 1he nun- |
the choir, the congregation, all have
accustomed places; there can be no rude
ing. nor crowding in bad air; and the sur-
roundings all make for seemly and reverent |
behavior. Friends and acquaintances, who at-
tend the funeral from motives of genuine re- |
spect, need not feel that they are n the way,
or that thev are, by force of circumstances, ||
intruding in the house of grief. Those near |
who cannot master their feelings |
need not attend the public service; but if they |
they are far less exposed to curious ob-
servation than in their own homes. At all
events, that distressing scene, the last look, |
s enacted in the privacy of the family circle.
When the poor cold clay comes to the church
for the time, the coffin should be con-
sidlered as finally closed; and the thoughts ﬂ[|
the relatives should hr withdrawn from the|
bitterness of final p.qrtmp: here on earth, |
to the brigl of immortality, where part-
ng shall be ne And this good tor |
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THE LAND OF RUINS.
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and Overcrowded Museum

all ¢ Juniries, Pileztine
Judaa whilst for miles

i life or habwtatwon, except the
occasiongl goat-herd on the hidlsule
gathering of women at the wells, there 15 yet
hardly a hilltop of the many m sight but
covered with the vestiges of some fortress or
city. Ruins isolated, ruins superimposed
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strata as at Samarid, or most notably in Jeru-

salem, are ubwquitons, and promuising only to
the antiquarian, to whom the country cries sut
tor excavation. Canaanitish, Mycenman, As-
syrian. Egyptian, Jewish, Grecian, Roman,
Crusading, and Saracenic, 21l ages and many
forms of civilization are represented, many

of them in the same place and even in the |
Of the |

re-|

Do we land at Haifa?
irmel above us a few ruins
We reach the Sea of Tibenas and
find it surrounded by a rumed medizval wall,
outside of which are rubbish heaps that are
the ruins of the ancient tdwn, while the walls
of a Roman city can be traced up the hllside.
The Saracemic Castle of course a ruin,
avoided by Jews of our Lord's time be-
cause it had been partly built on ancient Brav-
The lakeside towns and villages of
are all but scanty rams.
the ruins of Gamala, To the
of Arbela, ruined waterworks, the blocks
that mark two supposed sites of the once im-
paoriant Capernaum, and the ruwns ot
azin. The lake, indeed,
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much but a ruin Driving to Jerusalem a
prominent object 1s the great tower of Ram
leh, belonging to the (ruined) fourteenth cen-
ury mosque
Palestine Exploration Fund
traces of seven successive cities on
on to Latrun, where the castle
of St. John was dismantled by Saladin;
too Amwas with its ruined church,
or ki '_:~.1‘| fearim has another ruined twelith
centur and to the oft-ruined
Jerusalem,. are houses or cotlages
that have heen
and the future ruin Gi way bring to hight |
some ancient carving or 1:1ﬁrnptmn buried 11
the walls. The land an unarranged ancd
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A Solomon in Wisdom.

Two women came before a mandarin in
China, each protesting that she was the mo-
ther of a little child they bhad brought. They
su eager and so positive that the man-
was sorely puzzied.
sult with his clever wife.
“l.et the ants catch me a large
river, and let it be brought here
This was done. “IIring me now the
the “but leave the two women
other chamber.” This was done
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acked Sary

the

nfant,”
the

"
c--! Bk

1 i,

| Then the mandarin's wife caused the baby to
be undressed and its clothes to be put on the |

fish. “Carry the creature outside and throw
it into the river in the sight of the women."
The servant consigned the fish into the water,
where it rolled about and struggled, disgusted
by the wrappings. Without a pause one ol
the women threw herself into the river with a
she save her child. "“Without
She was res-
and the child was given to her. The
mandarin nodded his head and thought his
wife the wisest woman in the Flowery King-

imust

' dom. Meanwhile the false woman crept away
| and the mandarin's wife forgot all about her n

the occupation of attiring the baby in the best

| silk she could find in her wardrobe.

Story of the Fool Bible.

In the famous library of Wolfenbuttel, in
Hesse, 1s an old German Bible, greatly treas-
m‘fd but until recently it was not known why
it 1s so valued. The mystery has been solved
by the discovery of papers relating to it. \ It
appears that in that passage of Genesis wheve
God tells Eve that Adam shall be her master,
er, in place of the word
“Herr,” which means “master,” there appears
the word “Narr.” which means “fool.” lThe
wife was vengeful, and in the silent watches ol

| the nmight she entered the room where her
| husband had been setting type,
'ly changed Herr into Narr.

'had been printed the mistake was seen, and

After the book

the printer arrested, but the apprentice testi-
fied that he saw the wife steal into the com-
posing-rdom and alter the word. Afterwards|
the woman was imprisoned for blasphemy

and malicious- |

fourteenth |

Further on is Gezer, where the |

of the Knights |

Abu-Ghosh |

l"r-T':*'--nr'[td ount ﬁl' Tlli:ﬂ.‘u:

He retired to con- |
She deliberated and |

rDrdtrs were given that all the copies of Hn'_-i

edition should be destroyed. This was dane, |

| with the exception of the one copy now in fhe
Wolfenbuttel Itbrary. 4
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New South Wales is harvesting the biggest
| wheat crop ever grown in that or any state in

' Australia.
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The Real Joy of Xmas
Come: To Those Who Are Fortunate Enough
To Have A Victor Berliner Gumophonah

The Victor plays
all Lmds of cf;nce

music, lnud and

-|
wiy ClEar and in perfect
i rhythm.

_"'Lhu}s r-r.-uig.' when you want it.
long as you want,
Obliging encugh to repeat any barn dance, waltz,
two-step or any other selection.

1akes up little room—doesn "t crowd the dancers,

Does away with the trouble and expense of hiring
musiCians,

Provides high-class entertainment of every kind
between the dances,

You vcan own a Victor ( »ram-o-phone — prices §15
upwards—Victrola §150 upwards. Easy terms il desired.

Clear, Smooth Records

Victor Records sre better than ever. Our improved facl-
lities and careful inspection insure every Victor KRecord
being absolutely clear, smooth and umiorm.

New Records Every Month

in addition to over 3K} selections maile by the
greatest singers, musicians, bands, orchestras, quar-
tettes and entertainers in the world.

Ak any Victar-Berliner dealer to play the néw Yictor
Records fer you Write for compiele calalogue.

BERLINER GRAM-O-PHONE COMPANY LIMITED

Keeps on playing
as

MONTREAL.

New Double Faced Records eneew
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1 E telephone has made it possible

: I 1
to do shopping and marketing

satisfactorily, and with comfort, econ-

omy and despatch.
Practically every store and shop caters to telephone
trade and pays special attention to telephone orders,

so that u]u.phum buying has become a habit ulth
hundreds of thousands of people.

When you want something that cannot besecured in
your | cal shops,the Long Ifllut ince Serviceof the Bell
System connects you with the biggest markets of the

country, even though you are hundreds of miles away.

THE BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY
OF CANADA,

Every Bell Telephone is the Center of the System,

I
ANYONE CAN 00 IT -1‘*'“5“" 203 !'-'—Mn A or A,

IMPERIAL OXFORD RANGE

Labor lessened —That's good news to the housewife.
This range is just brimful with modern ideas—the kind
that are truly helpful. Ask the nearest Gurney-Oxford
dealer to show you how easily the grate pulls out—
why the round cornered firebox gives a clear fire, and
how the patent lift up hearth prevents spilling of ashes
when lifting out ashpan—The Imperial Oxford is un-
doubtedly the most satisfactory piece of Cooking Ap-
paratus that money can buy —and it's price is within
the reach of all. Be sure and see this range.

Simmons Bros.,

Phone 494, 211-213 Kingston
The Yell o w Store Princess SE.,

-




