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THE NEW CANADIAN ERA
BEGINS WITH LAURIER

The Twelve Years During Which He Has Held the Pre- |

miership Mark an Epoch in Our History—His
Work Will Always Live.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier may be fairly deseribed as the first statesman |

of the new Canadian era. Much of the lifework of his predecessors
had been done before Confederation.

a young man, just beginning his practice at the bar, and it was four

years after Confederation when he began his publie ecareer as a mem- |
Three vears later he made his first

ber of the Quebee Legislature.
eppearance in the House of Commons,
as a graceful orator, little interested in the ordinary political strife,
but always commanding attention by the dignity and grave courtesy
of his bearing, and the distinction of his style.

For many yvears he was known

From the time that he was elected leader of the Opposition in |
It was gradually realized |

1887 he steadily grew in publie esteem.
that he possessed not only eloquence of speech and urbanity of man-

ner, but strength, in an uncommon degree, simplicity, directness, and |

the power to make decisions quickly. Ie eould rise to an occasion,

and the greater the oceasion the better. This characteristic was gen-

erally remarked in the various meetings that have been held in Eng- |

land for the discussion of Imperial affairs. Ilis tact, judgment, and
firmness gave him a high position among the leading representatives

of the I':nlpiru-_ He 18 at his very best 1in deliberation upon affairs of

national importance, upon Imperial questions and international ques- |

tions,

The twelve years during which he has held the premiership have
marked an epoch in Canadian history. Not sinece Confederation has
there been such a vital change in the position of Canada, and in the
For many vears Canada has been a land of pro-
mnise. of fulfillment. Doubt, misgiving, dis-
appointment have vanished; the hopes of the founders of Confedera-
tion, long deferred, have been realized, or assured of realization.
Canada has become, in fact if not in name, a nation, with national
aspirations, ready to do a nation’s work in the world. The golden
West, long unpeopled, is being rapidly turned into a country of homes.
Religious and racial strife have vanished, and all the diverse elements
of our population are working together to build up here a free and
strong commonwenlth

With this splendid era the name of Sir Wilfrid Laurier will

Canadian outlool.
It has become a land
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% aan N e e Nothing of the Hypocrite About

SIR WILFHEID LAURIER, CANADA'S GREATEST STATESMAN.
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Ilr LOVES SCOTTISH SONGS.

L
“] AM TRUE
| | 1 Bir Wilfrid haa always had a
#2 il warm corner In his heart for the
| i. EBcotch, and he always enjoys a
1]' meeting among. them, Deenly

I! bedded In his sensitive nature
1 are tha roote of a love for Scot-

Bir Wilfrid Laurier, While in Op-|
' {
Described Himself

as an English Liberal.

tish loyalty and Scottish toler-
ance, which coame to him fromn
hisz resldence as a boy with a
EFcotilsh family named Fraser.
in tha Province of Quebac, At
i French-Canadlan eoncert, not
Jong ago, a friend made the re-
n-ark that no songs equalled

TRUE TO CAUSE OF i the French. "But that ja nof

position,

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE 50" repled Sir Wilfrid. “There

are..no SORES that touch my

hyart 11k e the =2cotch.™ The
ai gepell of those sweet simple lays
of Scotland, to -which he had
listened =0 often Iin the days of
his youth. haid never beeén brok-
en ‘'mid sll the changing scenes
of his aftef life, and this is
{ haracteristic of the man—his
directness, hig btroad-minded-
ness, and his steadfastness of

iEaid He Belonged to the School of

l Hampden, Pym, and
Burke. s
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In the Laurier campalgn no effort is
being made to stampede the vote, thae

blatancy and

| people vrafrald and undismayed.

The Ties Which Bind Him to the
People and Give Him His
Hold on Them.

L
lgl:ﬂ'. ¥ ll. =

.

A
=

the Chieftain—The Premier
in Action.

The secrets of Bir Wifrid's hold
uron the public are marifold. Some of
them have to 4¢ with the man in the
sllk toprer, the Imposing flgure of a
werid-statesman who Is also a Cana-
dian. But there is another tle which
binds his people to him. It is the set-
Ued convictlon that the man .in the
olid soft hat, the Fir WIlfrid of the lal-
rure hovr s'exactly the same Sir Wil-
frid as the man who steps upon the
platforn with his data carefully en-
monced In the silk topper upturned »n
the table beside him. It is all summed
Lp In the spontaneous expression of
tne loyal patriot whoe watched him
it one of Lis recent meetings

“Say, boys." he sollloquized. I think

that man's straifght” and he meant
lltl"ll[hl'. In something more than pub-
1111: Ufe. He meant that the Chieftaln is
| sincere; no hypdcrite. If he had seen
{ the Fremler lounging In his car In the
beloved comfort of an old felt hat, he
would porsibly have remarked that the
felt hat life of the man and the. slik
hat life of the lader are pretty much
in accord. and that.nelcher has been
besmirched.

His Favorite Gesture.
Offhand, an cbserver would probahly

THE PERSONAL MAGNETISM
OF SIR WILFRID THE MAN

A CAMPAIGN INCIDENT.

Even the most bitterest of
lﬂlli have their humorcus side,

supporter once telegraphed
toe 8ir Wilifrld from a remote
ccestitcency: “Report In elrcu-
lation heve that yuur antagon-
ism to rellglox ls so strong that
you bhave never had any of your
children baptized. Very damag-
ing to party. ‘i'tlegraph me If
uptrua”™ Silr Wiltrid's reply was
charcteristie: “Statement is-un-
fertunately guite true. [ never
had a d t> baptize."

say that the «luogquent French-Cana«
dian Is a man of many gestures. Hes
is. But there :hr; ::*:1 nrmthru“ which
he uses n Tls thesa,
one, which Is his favorite and his best,
Bir Wilfrld of the outstretched arms,
palms to the people, baring his

as it were, as one who would say, *“
lcave you to judge of it all"—this s
the Chieftain convincing. the Premlep
with a record wniza he not ashamed
to own. Other alds to elogquence he
has which are strong and freas Tha
clinched hands held almost at a level
with the rface defy the criticism of
the foe. The >pen left, with the
right flst pounded into It; this s the
clincher of the (finiahed argument
Many, It must be remenmnibered, at the
recent open-alr meetings held In On-
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tarin where wvasier concourses came
together than could be reached by a
human volce, knew nothing of the
leader's discourse erave  what they
;.lnthartd from this handplay, with a
wurd occcaslonally wafted on the fickle
breezc Yet they laughed with Sir
| Wilfrid's hands; became earnest with
|le Wilfrid's hands; mocked his fosa
by Bir Wilfrid's cands; most of all,
were convinced by Slr WIilfri@'s open-
armed surrender of himself and his
record to thelr jmdgment and thelr wilL

Nothing of the Glad-Hand Artist
About 8Sir Wilfrid—His Is
Quiet Dignity.
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Accepting the very lowest estimates
of attendance, |t |8 conceded that over
50,000 people went to hear Bir Wiifrid
in the trlumphant course of hls seven
meetings In Westarn Ontarlo. Many
of* them walked miles, othera
drove more mlles, othérs went
by traln stlll more milea,. Many saw
him, not one-half heard him. but the
magnetism of the man held them all
More than thia, of course, there was
the realization that the flgure before
them was a world-flgure, that no ut-
terance of this man could be more Iim-
portant than his achievements. They
saw In Bir WHfrld the man who had
done things. That, after all, was thelr
best guarantee that he would do things

still
The Laurier gatheringa weres not
solidly Liberal; neither will the Laur-

fer vote be.
Eir Wiifrid 1s neither a
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‘ OF FULFILLMENT

iHu Always Been a Land of Pro-
mise, But- Now Is SBome-
thing More.

: s "

glad-hand

FIFTY THOUSAND HEARD HIM, |
TRIUMPHANT ONTARIO TOUR

vote-juggler, nor a hurrah artist. Thers
have been statesmen who have bluffed
voters into camp by an affected bon-
homie, by gettilng “down with the
boys,” by a shrieking assumption of
patriotism and waving of the flag. Of
this type Bir Wilfrid Laurier is not
He does not lose polse even when he
galns enthuslasm. His is the gulet
dignity of conscious power. His hand-
shake thrills, but it thrills becauss It
Is sincere. Hundreds have shaken
hands with him, and If one thing
has been notliceabla more than
another It has been that they have
been of the type of thinking men, ra-
ther than of the “gushers” who rush
forward to clasp hands and yell “Hur-
roo, BIL™

As for the demonstrations aceorded
the Premler, there can be no discount-

ing the real regard with which they
throbbed. Non-partisan addresses hall-
ed the First Minlster as a man of |deal
privale and of zealous public lifs, The
Canadians and Americans at Niagars,
the Bcotch at S8trathroy, the French at
Tilbury, the Germans at Berlin, men
and women of thess and other nations
at Clinton, North Bay, and Jatkson's
Folnt—all have united In a tribute of
unsurpassed solldity to the man who
has made Canadians prouder of Can-
ada than ever Canadlans have bsen be-

fore,

‘THE GOVERNMENT'S SHAR =
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'If Industry Languished It Would

Should be Given.

Canada bas for many years been &
land of promise. In the last twelve
'!.1-13.”. it hkas become ‘a land of fulfill-
There may b honest differencs
of oplnlon as to the extent to which
this result is due tn the acts of the
:pru_l.r_-u‘! _-'L-:llr',H:i:-I!I":!tTﬂﬂ- If the f'i.'lluiﬂ-rr
were In the mldst of deep depreasion,
if the industriea were languishing, I
its farmers wers unable to find &
market for their produce, If the West
had falled to attract a stream of Ilm-
migrant. does man in his senses
believe that these calamitiea would not
be ascribed to the Liberal Government?
Every against the
Government would ba H'bh:u_"-ilnﬂl‘ed to
the grand indictment tha* it had ruined
the industriea of the countiry, turned a
garden Iinto a desert, discouraged the
people and sent them abroad
forelgn lands to carn their bread. Th,e
Mackenzie Government was qianpnleﬂ
bv the use of such argument ang by
none other. [I's nonesly ls now fully |
| admitted by Conservatlves, and Mge- |
{ kenzie bhas been cannoized Thers
would be aeither falr play nor come.
mion Eenge in blaming a “"'-"rrl.m“u?
for hard times. and giving It no credjg |
for suich abundant prosperity and
amazing progrees £8 Caniada has en- {
joyed durirg Lthe st twelve Yeara,
| There waa & short sgAason of prosperity
'after the introduction of the Natlonal
Policy. and Consfrvatives never falled
to take the credit L Lthemselves, One
of them went so far as (o Eay that the
N. P. caused the neas o lay larger
| FEES SO e el

SIR WILFRID VIGOROUS
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Going through Campaign With Abups |
darce of Health.

gir Wlifrld himself 12 golng through

ttis campalgn - with an abundance of

| phyalcal as well 23 of mental wigor.

Back- of those steady eyves of hils the |
|lamp of thought seems burning con-
tinually. His I8 the convincing, clean-
cut face of & man whoss private and
| public iife 1s unbesamircheéed. Not an
apology has he to make.
{idence of 4 statesman
his beat, and that nobly, he

who has done | “Are you not going to hurt.the trade of
faces his | ye of little faith,’ the trade of Canada Is
| —From speech of Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

“We want to provide another ra'lway to lindson's Bay. Thers will thea
be the present route and the Hudson's Bay route, and
With the con- | Wheat and cartle will have two outlets for his production.

the man who ralsas
We have been told.
the St. Lawrence if you do that? *On,
too great even for these two outleta™
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Unity, and Progress
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