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Dora Lamb SV NeAEA

WAS twenty years ago this Christmas. - | was then confidential secretary to Colonel D
He was perhaps forvy-five or fifty, cold and
There was something about him [ feared, pitied, dreaded, loved
We had just left a small town in Ontanio.
an hour late. Everybody seemed a little put out. The Colonel him
anxious, as he wanted to hook our car onto the Im erial Limited at North Bay
We were headed for Vancouver where the Colonel had a deal oh tl
several millions. He always spoke to me of his business transactions, but of himself
Ilﬁ'l- Ii]-.'.l_":i or ii]:iliikﬂ.‘i. _'Lll'r'u'l-i La:l_' SOTTOWS, hr_= néEver \'\-\.;l.{_rkl"p and VOU never k riswe i ;
We had left the Ontario town but half an hour when the 1 rakeman
to hang out hus tarldl-lights. _As he went forward again he spike t«
mediately went out on the rear platiorm and peturned in
looking parcel, which he handed 1o me.
Where did you get it, George?'" [ asked. : pre
[he brakeman just told me there was something out on the platform, so | brought it in.'
that moment the Colonel came out of his room. [ hanfled him the | o
of it. : .
15, wrecks, hﬁld'LI].‘-'E. dynamite and many other calamities ran thr gl my mind The Colonel
calmed me considerably by showing no signs of fear, or even interes He took the parcel
berately untied the shoelace.  As he slipped the string off we saw faint péncil marks,-and in
nt, hall scnipt, was the name, " Dora Lamb, Vancouver."
¢ Colonel hesitated now, though after a moment began to unwrap the parcel. 1 was waiting
:slv when George, who was peeping over the Colonel’s shoulder, exclaimed, "' N li

ame o 11.1.‘ Rl.h.hl
seh!™ and the Colonel held up thé funniest looking something in the shape of a doll, with a
foolscap folded many times and tied 1o its neck. In the same writing again was written the
Dora E-ﬂTﬂh-H A new, strange look came into the Colonel's face, that of mingled surprise,
and interest,
"his must be a Christmas gift for you, George,” he said. ** Shall we open it?”
think you had better fimish the job, Seh,” said George.
Colonel took the letter from the doll's neck, opened it and handed it to me, then turned and
t at the storm. 1 saw the letter was written by a little child, and as soon as I could wade
it, 1 began :
ear Dora | am gomng Lo send-veu this doll for vour Christmas Its dress is made out of
v's old silk shawl. 1 have tried two times to put the doll on the train, but the men drive
e cars, s0 I thought I would write this letter and pimit to the doll and try
| get the doll you would know that I sent jt. I am so lonesome —Edith_ ™
looked at the Colonel as | finished. He was still staring out of the window
ith together and shpped down the aisle towards the kitchen
¢ Colonel turned w{u-n he was gone, took his handkerchief from his pocket, wiped two L
om s eyes, and to my surprise made no effort to hide his feelings
| had T'I'-""..Ell"ltllll‘:l"ll before, that little ored had heartaches, too." he eail. resc hing for the letter
{ter dinner the Colonel instructed me to wire Dubbs, of the Pinkerton Detective Avrencvy at
wver, 10 meet us Tuesday morning I went out with the telegram, the Colonel went to his
.
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v T did not see him agam until breakfast, as we were pulling into "I-'I.'I:'.!'.l‘.-v_.!. two hours late
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should need a detective tor the Vancouver bu A L
We woere now witched off on =3l raiic k- sinad
all was gqunet Mr. Dubbs squared around 1o the
Lolonel, run fus hngers together, restgd his hands, .
} 1 i e = e
the tabde, smaled pleasamly, and sad
Well, Colonel!™”
In a4 moment.” said the Colonel, leaving the

able amd roanE ta s roon I could searee |y
beheve my eves when he returned with the doll and

the letter | was mnchned to ingh, but recalled the

hitle scvene of the III].:h: wlore
I want,” sail he, handing the 1l and the

letter to Mr. Dubbs, * to imd Dora Lamb and give

her this doll and thas letter
."l.'[[ ]F|||-|--. E.ll.:il']:q'nl s f'1 I.-J.Lu l:l AT .:||-I] DT
Then, noticing the Colonel's furt face, h
puzeled.
“*The ktter will I"'-.F'I,|:|11 il Lers st the
Colonel
I absbs unfolded the fow s ap, s anned U k
iy, then read it to himself’- 1 bhad thought -that
not g short of o 1.!'1]'1! murder or sa th;}_- @ mail-
tram would rouse the feelings of a cold-blooded
detective
He folded the Jraper sunk his | ead a notch
sard m a voiwee full of guavers and
Powsr hittle dear! T htt e dear!™
The brakeman discovered the parcel.” said
the Colonel, just as we left () miust have
e Pl om ther Ten minutes Jy ore we whast led
for that staton 1 was out on the I .I,.I[..n:i SIZIng
the hlhizeard There was nothing there then
Iuabibs apened the fooscap again and mumbiled
half aloud: ** Edith Lamb, mother dead, sister ora
m Vancouver.” Then, turning to the Colonel told him
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he would b back at sioon |11 ]' %% thamn an ]||||.||r_
however., he returned and said that a man’in their
service at () had known the familv of Lambs

well From this man he learned that the mother
had: come [rom the East with o Methodist mimster
and s family, and from their home was married to
“.Il.lftl"ﬁ- I-.l.'l||]r_ b II.J eSS ."I.t:-'nr at l‘_l There
wiere two chaldren, I-'!'lr! ]*'T'! aps seven, and IJ'--r.l.
not more Lhan four The father got in with a bad
lot, lost s positton through gambling, and finally
deserted hi€ famils His wife, a refined bittle wo-
man, had a pnvate class for voung children At
this she carmmed a comfortable hiving for hersell and
the children until she was taken sick ]‘r Irunister
and s family had pone East -.|-,,'..'.1: aind there was
the children when the mother iyl C

took the elder girl untul a home could be found
genit 1o Vancouver to Lambi's Sister
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