Local spring water has potential

by Tim Ruhnke
They are hoping for a gusher.
Northern Canada Springs is cau​tiously optimistic that a spring water source near Deux Rivieres will become big business for Head, Clara & Maria and the entire Up​per Ottawa Valley.
The company is in the early stages of a two-year plan that includes construction of a bottling plant and production of large quantities of everything from bottled water and ice cubes to beer and wine. Com​pany officials from North Bay and
Sudbury were in Stonecliffe last Thursday to meet with townships officials and the Deep River area economic development committee.
The spring is nothing new to local residents. Located south of High​way 17 and west of Brent Road, it has provided a never-ending sup​ply of pure, cool water. In fact, it has been the source of limited pro​duction of bottled water in recent years.
Northern Canada Springs has obtained the rights to the land from Grant Horricks. Company official Gino Tedesco said it is important to protect the area surrounding the water source. He noted that the property extends all the way to Algonquin Park.
The spring originates beneath bedrock and does not include sur​face water, according to Paul Dionne of Northern Canada Springs. The flow is estimated to be one million litres per day, although the company will not need that much water to make its vision be​come a reality.
The vision includes a 20,000- square-foot bottling plant to be built • continued on page 16
Springs
- from page 1
in two phases. Large quanti​ties of water could be pumped into tanker trucks, in addi​tion to the bottling of con​tainers ranging in size from about 300 millilitres to four litres.
The water could also be used in production of other food and beverage items that stand to benefit from a high- quality source. Tedesco sug​gested there is also interest in controlling surface flow and creating a pond that could be stocked with trout. A smoke house is also being proposed as part of the over​all project.
There are also plans to use the location of the spring, nestled between Algonquin Park and the Laurentians, as a marketing tool in an in​dustry that has few regula​tions but depends on cus​tomer confidence in the ori​gin of the product.
"We believe this region is a selling point for this prod​uct," Tedesco said.
Company officials claim there is almost an unlimited potential for the spring. Pre​liminary testing indicates that the water quality is su​perior to that of existing bot​tled water brands on the market.
However, Tedesco cau​tioned that further hydrol​ogy tests must be performed this summer to confirm the purity of the source. If it is determined that the water quality is not as good as ini​tially thought, the company would have to look elsewhere.
"We have to be 100 per cent confident about the water source before we put a pump in," Tedesco said.
But Northern Canada Springs is encouraged by what it has seen so far. A brochure highlighting the spring and its potential has been produced and is being distributed to prospective cli​ents.
The project is good news for the townships, according to acting reeve Jim Allison. Twelve to 15 jobs would be created, and the company maintains that most of the positions would be filled lo​cally.
"If it goes through, we won't lose," Allison said.
The company estimates it will have to raise $2 million in order to proceed with the project. A preliminary pro​spectus has been drafted, and plans to issue shares are ex​pected to proceed shortly.
Neither Head, Clara & Maria nor the area economic development committee have been asked for funding.
